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PREFACE. 



The cliapters which form this rolume were prepared 
oiiginally for the Southern Ghristiaii Advocate/' at 
the request of the Georgia Coufereiice. Since their 
appearaace iu the ^^Adyocate," the author has been 
uiged to publish them in book form by irameToufi friends 
and strangers, among whom are the leading ministers 
of his own denomination, distingoished clergymen of 
other chniches, and officers of the United States KaTy, . 
whose reputations give importance to their opinions. 

If the author feels any reluctance in complying with 
these flattering solicitations, it is chiefly because the 
chapters were composed hastily, and the duties of his 
profeeeion will not allow of his rewriting them. This 
scruple, however, is overcome by the assistance of a 
.Mend, who kindly suggests, that as the author lia^^ no 
literary reputation to lose, he risks nothing in publish- 
ing without waiting for time to rewrite. 

Justice to the work requires it to be said, that tlie 
errois and accidental omissions of the original articles 
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have been corrected, and much useful information 
added. 

The matter of the v,-ovk was gathered ia the course 
of the years 1855) '56^ and '57, daring the greater poi^ 
tion of which time the author was attached to the U. S. 
sloop-of-war Jamestown, then flag-ship of the Alrican 
squadron. Through the kindness of friends on the 
coast and in the islands, he is enabled to bring down 
much of the statistical matter to the close of 1858. The 
historical sketches have been made out with care ; the 
statistics of trade, missions, et€., wcrc\ for tlie greater 
part, gatiiered on the spot, from pei'suns or documents 
of authority, and not without much labor. 

The author flatters hiinself that, whatever may be the 
defects of the work in style or arrangement, the matter 
which it contains will be found reliable and nsefnl. In 
his attempts at describing places and peoples, his desire 
has been to make prominent such facts and objects as 
may interest the general reader, and be of practical 
value to the voyagers who shall come after him, the 
Trader, the Cruiser, and the Missionary. 

Should these pages revive any pleasant reminiscences 
in the minds of his old fehi])mates, or serve to relieve 
the tedium of the cruiser's life on the African station, 
they will not have Leeu written in \ ;uu. 

Should they contribute anything toward correcting 
prevailing errors respecting the colonies of civilized 
black^J and tlie state uf Christian missions on the West 
Coast, or increase in any degree the interest which the 
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American eharcbes arc taking in tlxe salvation of be- 
nighted Africa, he will feel amply repaid for the labor 
which he lias bestowed. 

To Bev. J. Lighten Wilson's Western Afi:ic%" the 
author is indebted for several thoughts respecting 
Congo. To the Eev. D. A. Wilson and Rev. E. T. 
Williams, Presbyterian missionaries to Liberia ; to Eev, 
J. W. Home, late missionaiy of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in Monrovia ; and to Ecv. J. Rambo, of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in Liberia, the author 
is indebted for valnable information, and still more 
for brotherly kindness and atiection, which are but 
poorly repaid by this cordial acknowledgment. 
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ABYENTUBES AND OBSERYATIONS 

OK THS 

WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 



— — 
CHAPTER I. 

TANGLER — INTBODUCTOBY. 

**fltadaini, Moiidi, and Atrtettt ml apoa Hk** 

'*S«ch little iLddeth to the general siore, 
yn» Ibltoirf letriM ftwn him thtt vent before.** 

Premifloiy— Moroooo— SztentiTe Inflnenoe— Obicore HiBtory— iDdomi- 
table-^Uncliftnguig— Secollectione of Boyish Dreuna, and FroBpect of 
FUlfiUment— RomAncc of ibe If oorish CbAncter — ^BeatiDgupforQibral* 

tar — Bay and City of Tangier — American Consul — Moorish Boats and 
Sailors — Moorish Guides — Earned — The Moique — Market — Jews— 
Ifloorish Women — Dates and Small Change — Camp Outside the Wall- 
Make an A cqoftiatance— Prepare for a Bow — Good Erening, Hanied— 
Bflflectioos. 

It may not be expected that Sketches of the West Coaat 
of Africa will contam descriptions of places and life on the 
Atlantic shores of Morocco; yet a chapter of notes, his- 
torical and descriptive, of the ancient and classic city of 
Tangier and its people may not be unacceptable to the 
reader. 

Few empires, ancient or modern, liave exerted so great 
an influence over the destinies of civilized man, ns tlio half- 
civilised empire of Morocco; and of none, since the decline 

IT 
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of Roino, has the influence hwn so long and so generally 
felt. Commaadixig many leagutis of coast on the shores of 
the MecUterranean and AtlanUcy her daring pirates have for 
centuries infested these waters in pnrsoit of blood or tarea- 
guie, bi'ingiug the commerce of all nations mider contribu- 
tion; and to this day^ the proudest nationa of £arope^ 
England and France, buy exemption from her depredations 
by aunnal contributions of black nKiil. Dofi uJed by the 
dangerous rocks and shoals which lino her seaward borders, 
she is safe from the attacks of naval forces. Seonre in the 
fiistnesses of her vast deserts, where the fleet barb and the 
miequalled horseman cau lire the birenglh, and, by slow 
hunting war&rei waste the q>irit and the numbers of disci- 
plined armies, she is beyond the reach of punishm^t, and 

m:\y ho ajiproaclied only on her own terms. Spain, Vor- 
tugalf Kngland, France, have at various times possessed 
themselYes of her accessible sespcoast towns; but they 
found them profitless possessions, and too dear at the price 
of constant warfare. The reiinipiishmeot has been speedy, 
and the indomitable children of the soil haye retumed to 
their natural possessions, like the locusts of their own 
deserts, refreshed by the sleep of the plains, and increased 
in numbers. 

Situated, geographically, where her mountains hare looked 

for aires into the very lap of civilizailon an.l advancement, 
she is heriicil" unchanged. Even Chrislianily, ailer eighteen 
centuries of effort and contact, has £uled, in the least, to 
modify her character, or to establish a single temple in her 
towns; and the I'illars of Hercules may mark to-day, as 
they are said to have marked thousands of years ago, the 
limits of valuation in that direction. 



It 
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Bat though known for three thousand years under the 
names Ethio]>iaus, Maori, Barbarians, Mauritanians and 
Moors, the inhabitants of Morocco are perhaps less known 
than any of the peoples of Europe or Asia. The sailor, 
wisely, gives n wide herth to her sfaorefl^ where shipwreck, 
even in this ai^e, would be followed by death or glavery. 
The traveller liketh not the shadow of her walls and tent» ; 
and hence it is that so tittle is known of the mixed and 
united tribes known to Eorope and America under the 
general name of Moor. The Christian religion, in its west- 
ward flow, has passed over these plains without leaving a' 
ripple trace on their sands; and unless the regurgitating 
wave that is to enliven Africa in its How ^ii ill survive the 
Sahara and burst the bounds of the Atlas chain, the Moors 
will be but Moors when the Son of Man idiall come. 

My first impressions of the Moors were gathered from 
the Arabian i^ights," and stories of shipwreck and adven- 
ture among them by Adams ; sobered somewhat, in later 
boyhood, by Jackson's Account of the Empire of Moroc- 
co.*' My boyish iniap^ination loved to revel in the mists of 
Moori^ history, and the wildness of Moorish scenery and 
character. It was to me a land of exhaustless legend and 
romance; in whose people, cmelty and hospitality, trea- 
chery and platonic ii iend&hip, strangely harmonized. I was 
early fired with the desire of seeing with my own eyes her 
majestic mountains and magnificent plains; and many a 
delightful day-dream have I had, over an uninteresting 
Latin grammar, inil of wild adventure, passing from castle 
to tent, under the shadow of a Mendly turban, befiyre whose- 
"sesame" curtains and doors flew open. 

In the latter part of July, '56, we were beating to wind- 
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ward of the Madeirasi vhen the secret traoqiired in the 
ward-coom that we were bound for Tangier* Here it may 

be necessary to inform the reader that, for good reason in 
time of war, and no remoji in time oi peace, the destinatioa 
of a man-of-war is generally kept a aeeret from the offieers, 
non-commanding, for a few days. Hie antbority is found 
in the lex non scripia of tlie navy, called " usage " — a bud- 
get| by the way, which contains all sorts of funny Uungs ; 
amoi^ cthem, lots of affirmaliye proof on the vexed ques- 
tion as to wlietlier a thing can be all black and all white at 
the Bamo time; aUaSy that black is white, and while is 
black. 

The news brought to mmd my boyhood^s dreams of 
Morocco ; and they were to be realized in part, for I should, 
at least, look upon her shores, and shake hands with her 
sun-burnt children; but how &r my romantio ideas of the 
half-civilized character had been modified, judge ye, who 
have had two years of contact ydih. the ugliness of man's 
savage condition on the shores of Africa ; and how &r my 
ardor Ibr adventure had been oooled, ye can imagine, who 
have spji^ut a year on that dreary station, away from coun- 
try and friends, and wife and little ones. 

There is, however, a degree of romance inseparable from 
the ^loorisli character; ho wc rejoiced iu ilio prospect of 
breaking in on the monotony of our cruise, by spending a 
day with the Barbarians. 

After a week of most unpleasmt suling, we made the 
coast of Europe at Cape St. Vincent, and that night and 
the following day continued our course toward the Gut of 
Gibraltar, along the coast of Spain ; and over those waters 
where Nelson iuunortalized himseUi and England was 
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downed^^MiBtroflsof Ute Seas.*' The mondng of tlie tenth 

day out brought us within sight of the Moorish coast, and 
at noon we dropped anchor iu the hmy of Tangier, a mile 



ttde, to pay his respects to the Oommodore, and ganre the 

officers some excellent advice as to the prudence necessary 
in intereoiine with the natives, which had a Tery fiuo effect 
h the way of exoiting our otnkMity. After some hesitatioa 
on the part of the Connnodore, a few of us obtained per- 
mission to vifiit the shore, and at 3 o'clock we were oil' for 
an eveiihig*s stroll amoDg the Moors. The city, bmit uk a 
narrow Talley, and stretching up the hills on both ndes, is 
surrounded by a high castellated wall of tiolid masoury, and 
defended on the water side by foxis of considerable strength 
whidi rest on the native rodr. As seen jQrom the bay, it 
looks like a city of i)ri.sons. The liouses whicli appear above 
the walk are square, llat-roofed, white, and without .orna- 
ment, haying but few windows, and these qoite small. We 
passed among fekteea-rigg^A schooners at anchor, and others 
under weigh ; their broad yet gmceful nails hauled almost 
Ibare-andaiti and sailing, with the swiftness of a seagull, into 
the very eye of the wind. The dark-eomplexioned and 
turbaned sailors smiled uL us as we passed, and we could 
itnagme one piratical-looking crew sayini; to thcni selves. 
What fine slaves these fellows wonid make 1" They have 
learned, however, in their occasional enoonnters with Eng^ 
lish and other sailors, that gentlemen who wear brass but- 
tons are rather ngly cnstomers to handle. We directed 
our boat for the water gate, the only entrance on this ttde, 
and landed in the midst of liuli a dozen l)are-legged, slii> 
shod, turbaned and sashod gentlemen, who represented a 



the town. Our 
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many colors, fi-om copper and chestnulrbrown to aaby 
black. 

In French and broken English they onVred their services 
86 guides, bat with a degree of /tauteur which led some of 
our company to mppOM that they were dignitariefs or at 
least gentlemen^ of the city who had oome to offer as hos- 
pitalities. A gentleman wearing a fez cap, ornamented with 
a tassel of red silk, half a yard in length, and who spoke 
French very flaently, told ns that he had jost returned £rom 
the Crimea; offered to show us round the city, and was 
quite im-Moorish in politeness. I didn^t like the cut of 
his jib. 

Casting a glance over the group as I jumped ashore, my 
attention was arrested by a sprightly ^ce of nut-brown 
color, in whidi the amiable and ns?age were blended, set 
off by the perpetual smile of a hare Hp. Ah,'' said I, 
** there he is; the okl nnin ol' my dreams in boyliood — I've 
seen that iaoe, full of contradictions, and that snow-white 
tnrban, ui my yisions of Moorland.'' His bnmoos — a gar- 
ment made like a smook or shirt, having loose, flowing 
sleeves — was of mottled brown and white ; his white full 
drawers, fastened above the knee, contrasted jdeasantly 
with his brown legs and bright yellow slippers ; and, ez- 
ceptiiii; the h)ng scarf thrown over one shouhler and brought 
round the waist, he was in full Moorish dress. 

Come here, old gentleman," said I, beckoning toward 
Mm. He came up with a dignified step and manner) which 
I thought to be assumed for the occasion. 

" Want me, sa ?» 
What is yonr name V* 

" Hamed, sa.'' 
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Speak Engliflh, Hamed f** 

"Yes, sa." 

" llamed, are you an iiouest man, or a scoundrel ?" 

Hamed good man, aa," with an air of iojnied innooeiioe. 
**• No donbt ; but how am I to know that I'* 

"Evcrvbodv know ILuued, s.i." 
Well, that acoounta ibr it I I was just tkiukiug that jou 
looked like an old aoqnaintanee.'' 

" Oh yes, sa ! Ham^ see you when you here be- 
fore." 

Very likely, Hamed, conndering that this is my first 
▼iait" 

llamcd lifted his eyebrows and smiled, li be had per- 
petrated a joke. 

Where did yon leam to tell lies, Hamed ?" 
He no lie, sa ; me tink so I see yon.'* 

By this time we had passed the water gate and were 
ascending' the Bteep and narrow street^ indoaed by high 
buildtngs, almost destitute of windows and doors, at least 
on the street side, which leads to the centre of the eitj. 
Here our company separated, some for the Consulate, and 
others to look at the curiosities, under the guidance of the 
Crimean. Hamed,^' said I, hold on to me, and by night 
we'll be better acquainted.** 

Very good, sa ; Hamed good iman, sa.'' 

^^Let us take a look in here," said I, as we reaohed the 
Hpacious gateway of a large linilJiug, sunnonnted by tur- 
rets, and a tall spire or tower, handsomely ornamented. 

^^No, sa; no sal*' said Hamed, with a fiMe of temnr. 
" He be mosque — can't go." ' 

** Oh, don't be afraid," 
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Ah I 8*pose I take yoa dare, he out off my handa*^ 
*^ Well, that being the case, Pll go alone.'' 

•* No, s;i ; must no cfo,*' — and here he gave me to under- 
Htand that if I w out iu thoy would likely cut off jny head aa 
woU aa my hiiida, 

** That bciiiL^ the ease,*' aaid I, " we'll defer onr vhnt. In 
tin; ijieanlime, old fellow, stir up the contents of your tur- 
ban, and oontriTo mo a way to take a peep at the inside to- 
morrow, and I'll give yon an extra ounce." I saw firom Ms 
face that it wum a hopolcss prospect. lie shrugged his 
shouldorM, and cuutiuucd our walk. 

IIame<l," said I, as we oontinned up the street, when . 
yon oomo to my country, yon may go into our mosques 
and w t'lcoino : w liy can't I go iatu yam's?" 
Wo no like Christian in dls country." 
Do yon know anything of the Christian religion, Hamed ?" 
" O yes, sa I I read hout liiui onu hook." 
** What bonk ?'» 
Arabic book." 
"Do these people road Arabic?" 

"(treat many." — Here Hamed re\'ealed an intelligence 
OB the subject that surprised me; and in broken accents 
made a beautiful eompHment to the religion and character 

Jesus — llioy won't speak of him by any other name — 
that touched my heart, 
" But you prefer Mahomet," said I. 
"May be Jesus so good, like Mah-o-mtd; Mah-o-med 

He seemed disposed to drop the subject, and so was I, 
for the comparison instituted touched a tender chord withm. 

Hamed fairly represented the Moorish idea of the comparor 
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tive mezita of Christ and Mahomet. We passed along the 
central and largest street of the city ; but most of the shops 

and stalls were closed for the evening ; yet the poultry and 
^roit marketSy which occupy a portion of tiiis street, were 
stiU brisk and noisj. 

Before passing into the crowd, I called a halt. " Now, 
Hamed," said I, " talk fast, for time in precious. Who are 
those £ur-complexioned gentlemen, buttoned up in long 
coats which reach from the throat to the fbet ; wearing or- 
dinary cloth caps, instead of fez caps or turbatis, like you 
coffee-colored gentlemen?'' 

The old fellow curled up his Hp with a sneer that Byron 
might envy, he said : 

" Humph ! he he Jews." 
Po they all dress alike ?" 

Tes, he all be make like dat— he not can wear like dis,** 

lifting his burnous and a faded sash that had lately made its 
appearance around his waisL 

Are ihey compelled to dress so 

*' Bashaw do it." 
"Why so?" 

Hamed shrugged his shoulders, looked punded^ and mut- 
tered, " So be." 

So be, with Hamed, was a non sei^^uitur, beyond which was 
soUen silence, and the boundless unknown. 

"What do they do, Hamed?" 

"He be merchand." 

Here he hailed one iu a very authoritative tone, and as 
the gentleman advanced, Hamed said, " He be good msnr— 

he sell sheep "-^heap. 
The^ was scuueUiing mercenary in his face, and a subdued 
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air in hit maimer, that told the Btory of hia wrongs, and tha 

vilu opj^rc'ssion which hia race suffers among an mferior peo- 
ple; yet there was also Romcthing noble in hb bearing, and 
Intelleet and enterpriae beamed from hk black eye. He in- 
Tited US to call at liia shop, which we promiaedto do. 

"AVIjo are those covered up in shawls of wiiite iiamitd, 
peeping out through a hole over the left eye 
^Ile be omen.*' 

*♦ Why don't ihcy show their fkces 
" So be " — and a shrug of the shoulder. 

Are they pretty, Hamed?" 
" Ko be, he be old.» 

♦•AVlj'-re are the young women ?*♦ 
^'In hou^ 'whiu-em — ^^mind children." 
^^BonH thej come out sometimea?** 
" Ko — sometimes." 

"AVhv not?" 

'^^o be," and a shrug, with &int symptoms nf tl rnnilo 
the only insobriety of the evening. 

In the poultry market thei'c were great numbers of those 
Barbary pigeons, so iatuous ibr their size and beauty. The 
common barn-yard fowls were ordinary in appearance, and 
very cheap. Pigeon fimeiers in the States would be glad to 
give twenty or thirty dollars a pair for pigeons that we 
bought for ten cents each. Fresh dates were abundant, and 
more delicious in flavor than can be imagined by those who 
know only the di ied daus of commerce. Those still adher- 
ing to tile -t^'nls hung in clusters from the stalJ^, the riper 
were packed in neatly woven baskets of palm-leaf. I gave 
Hamed a quarter, with which he purchased a basket, contain- 
ing half a peck, and brought me bock a handful of change. 
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much i«mmbling old brass battons miiras shanks. The coins 

were flat cm one side, and slightly convex on the other, 
which contained a character denoting the value. 1 judged 
theuk to be worth a nutt each ; I eatimtzted them at a mnch 
lower rate, for they were not cleanly in appearance. T told 
Ilamed to throw them away, but he preferred to di po^it 
them in the labyrinthian folds of his capadons shirt — imr-^ 
ncuBj I should have said. We contznaed oar way along 
the pav ed street, and passed out at the eastern gate of the 
city. 

Outside the grey and moss>covered ^?alls, besprinkled 
with cryptogamous plants, we found a number of donkeys 
and camels that seemed to Lo waiting fortheretm-n of their 
owners ; and a camp of Moors, lately arrived fi-om the inte* 
nor with poultry, finite^ pieces of valnable wood, and other 
marketahlo cominodities. I tried to scrape an .u qiiaintance 
with them, through iiamcd, but they seemed surly and dis- 
tant. I bethought me of an expedient. Pulling out a case 
of cigars, giving one to Hamed, and putting another in my 
mouth, I advanced toward the oldest of the crowd, who was 
sitting almost between the legs of his camel, smoking a pipe 
of opiom — I ai^ed him for a light, and as that was a degree 
of hospitality that a follower ot ]\[ali()inet might not refuse, 
he extended his pipe and I lit my cigar. Then, offering fire 
to Hamed, I told him to ask the gentleman if he would not 
accept an American cigar. He grunted assent, and I gave 
him half a dozen. Then, taking a scat beside him, with a 
fffM air, though in reality, in great fear that the 
camel at my back might take a nib at my Chrisdan shoul- 
der — for camels are faithful servants of the Prophet — I be- 
gan to gather the information I wanted \ for I now realized 
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the jvrtioe of my preooneehred ideas as to the eomieelioii 
of tobacco with ftaternity. Behold its narrdloiis effeotson 

tiii:> Ishmaelite ! 

He became quite commamcativey and scorned as much 
interested in answering mj questions as I was in asking 
them. 

"How far is your home from here?" 

Six days — about a hundred miles. 
^ How often do yon come to Tangier f** 
" Two or three times a year.'* 
" Are these £>ur men your neighbors 
**Ko; brothers" 

I could scarcely believe tliis, for they were <^uite different 
in features and shades of color. 
In a moment he saw my incredulity and added: 
^ Not of the same mother." 
"What is your cargo worth?" 
"Forty dollars,'* — according to Hamed's calculation. 
"What win you buy with it ?" 

"Powder, lead, beads, colored ihrcnd, needles," etc. 

" What have you lived on during your journey 

One of the brothers here produced a bag, oontiuning what 
I took to be bailey meal, and a piece of bread resembling 
our ash-cake, « 

" What do yon pursue at home?" 
Make grain and cattle— this been bad year." 

I could not learn from what cause. I learned this and a 
good deal more in the course of my fi^en minutes' taik; 
and as I arose to depart, he inquired why I asked so many 
questions. I answered, with a very lioncst face, that I liad 
:0:om boyhood admired the Moorish character, and wanted 
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to find out aU I ooiild about them. He retomed the com*' 
pliment, by saying, that I was ** an honest man, and that I 
onght to take a horse and go out to his country — he would 
bring me back." It may have been a bait : they do such 
things sometnnes ; but I believe that he was sincere* I shook 
hands witli Iiiiii, and, to my surprise, those wlio seemed sus- 
picious on my approach, readily accepted my hand when I 
bid them good evening. Honesty, tobaooo, and a little in- 
genuity are available helps in getting through the worId« 
To accomplish an object sufliciently worthy of the labor, 
yonr contributor would engage to reach the city of Morocco 
on foot, without convoy, if some one would guarantee a 
supply of tobacco by the way. 

The beautiful garden of tho Swedish Consul is a quarter 
of a mile beyond the eastern gate. We entered, and went 
around its shady walks, but had not tune to make note of its 
luxuriant flora. Reentering the town, I followed Ilamed 
through streets of less than mx feet in width, lanes still more 
narrow, open courts and ruined buildings, a perfect wilder- 
ness of ptone and mortar, turbans and fez caps ; and I thought 
at one time that, like Milton's dcbatants of foreknowledge, 
we should find no end, and be 

** In vandering maies lost.** 

Hamed disappeared up a dark add stony stair, above 
which we heard loud talking. I darted after him, instinct- 

ively clutching my walking-stick, and fumbling in my pocket 
for my p^knife, the only weapon of defence on my person. 
They were fiimiliar voices, and in a moment I stood in the 

presence of two of my shipmates, who, under the guidance 
of our Crhnean hero, had found their way to the house and 
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ilMfiof niy 6md iho vta« UifT mro Inh^ 

oni\\ iV*o rrc^c^v^ in irs^e 'sra^ Torv* nc>i>v and vcrv 
•Kvw* ii HTM ttow Marawvc, sod ieftrmg to be &hut in, we 
bURtiMied to tW gM« »d cor boata. We t4MBed 

Uauusl h,\ir A ^^o^^AT, \xi;ii xi hich ho \\ilte satisfied, and 
cui; hi$ ;jacrvice9 tor the MK^rrow, w« bade bim good 
ovviiiag* A« m lining i««|««fit| he viated m to tdt bim 
if ll«mfpd WM VKtl a i^K^ MB. I «wirer«d, ^ So so 
gvvvl, h\\\ rihoH Il;uni\l alv^iUio-mt^rroweveniDg.'' 
Tbal uigbl, m I hmmL trtgdng kssan torn tbe New 
*IVsf4mien^ iUk i^t^rv^ wor^ wiusnr. bri^rlit ; md tbmt dear 
u.uuo, w liiolu (or tho Hrst lime in mv lito, 1 La i ..^..vd as- 
■igticd to mi iutVrior |H>siuon ;uiiODg men^ fA% mmsaaHj 
dour. tb<» Mnittor biiii»i4f was an band lo gtrengtben 

tho faith and heal ibe wounded feelinsrs of bk feeble but 
joaloiii* SOI vuiii. Tn a com^sjHMuUng fnau« of mind I once 
ivad, consotfutively^ one of tbe best passj^r^es of tbeKoian 
and a pacro horn tbe New Testament. As a philosopher in 
in(Ma!>, 1 >:uv luikh to n*liiiirc in il.v^ loniior; but in the lat- 
tcr, wbicb X read m a [>bilosopber, and ako as a siimer, and 
a mortal immortal, each verso was a bamisbed gem, beam- 
ing spiritual, as well as roorsl, tnilb. Thi j vvjo which con- 
tains St. Jolnrs Gospel, ciiap. ITlh, is a casket of gems, of 
which ouo Hinglo beam contains more spiritual light than 
may be gathered from all tbe philosophy of nninspired man, 
and which, in its harmonious beaminor>«, ri tU cts on the intel- 
lect and heart the bhiningof (he Eternal Light. In tamiog 
from one to the other, I passed from tbe moonlit earth, and 
the mnd-bnilt habitations of men, to the crystal w alls, and 
^^'iy gales, and imcrcatod light of the New Jerusalem. 
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I may not have prayed that night with untunial &ithf but 
certainly with unusual desire, *^Tbj Kingdom Come/' and 

then, though in a land wlierc the crescent still outshines the 
cross, I fell asleep, conscioos of the prescuce and protection 
of the Good Shepherd. 
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Sdofiag liM Flag of Xorkco^-A Cbecrftl CosiMa|^11ie M ta q a B 

Md Social CocffltioQ of th* Je«»— Xooeish SoSfim— Mm* of the 
Biifaav— TMt the Besidecce of oar CocAkr Apntt fat Mogadot c — 
A PiMffointmeat— A Walk in the Cmtrr— A Ganvwa, XooriA 
MmkitM, and Wbcat— Tuwng a jpam GuM^-PoinlatkRi. 

Ar eight o'clock on the morning Ibllowing our mmval, 

the red ensign of Morocco appeared above the walls of the 
city ; a corresponding flag was immedlatelj hoisted at oar 
^ fore," and sainted with s brisk round of twen^-one gnna. 
Hie compliment was speedily retnmed from the forts, and 
the loud-.souiiJiiig aiid wcii-iiuicd twenty-one assured us 
that the Moors' knowledge of the nse of gunpowder is not 
confined to small arms. While the boatswain's mate was 
calling *'a\\ay the lliird cutters," to t;;i.c the officers 
ashore, 1 swept tlie beaeli with a telescope, and at thv land* 
ing descried my friend Hamed and his fes-capped brother, 
awaiting onr arriTal. The calm and balmy morning gave 
me a iiivorable impre&.siou of tlif climate of Tangier, and 
inspired all hands with cheerfulness and good will. The 
officers stepped into the boat without waiting for the order 
of " rank i-vvu the fir.st-lieutcnant, a\ hose duty it is, 
according to " usage," to find fault wherever he goes, 
seemed to forget his criticism and wore a cheerful counte> 
nance ; our lads sprang their oars with a will," and in a 
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few minutes Homed and company were bidding us good 
morning. 

• My companion for the forenoon^s stroll was onr worthy 

firstr-lieutenant, T. H. P., whose excellent father, Com- 
modore Patterson, bore arms in our war with the Moors of 
Algier»--a war which they have not yet forgotten^ and that 
bfonght them to a treaty which thenceforth exempted our 
nation from the heavy tributes of black mail, previously 
paid, to secure for our commerce immunity from the pirates 
of these waters. It is not alone to this treaty, however, 
that we are indebted for frecduiii Iroin tlicir ravages, but 
also to that respect which, from various causes, is enter- 
tained by half-civilized and other nations for the United 
States. Bat the morning is too fine^ and space too precious 
for moralizing. 

As we followed in the steps of Hamed, on a trinket- 
hnnting escpeditioo among the stores and bazaars of the city, 
1 .suggested to my eompanioii, thai if he wished a free pas- 
sage to the interior, and taste of Christian slavery auiong 
the Moors, he would be accommodated at once on letting 
them know that he was the son of a gentleman who helped 
to pepper them with hot shot at Algiers. lie replied, 
that if he had any assurance that they would not send 
him on a three years' cruise, he might be disposed to try 
it. 

Arriving at the mosque, I a^ked iiamed if he had yet 
procured us a pass to the establishment ; to which the old 
&ilow replied, with a degree of indlguation that showed 
some personal feeling on the subject : 

No, sa 1 he be no use talk 'bout dat. S*pose Christian ^ 
go dare, he be spoil for dis people.*' 

2* 
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Well done old chap t>* said I, you have more pluck 
and more sineerity than I have been givhig yon credit for; 

Lut ill the ineauLimei what are all these bhppers about the 
steps 

People leave him when he go In.'' 
There were so many, and Moorish slippers are so much 

alike in size, bhapc and color — ^generally yellow — that I was 
puzzled to know how the owners conld identify them ; but 
whUe I was thmkmg on the subject, a gentleman of bumt- 
coffee complexion came out, and casting a single glance at 

us, and another at the shoal of slippers, walked right into a 
pair, and went on without stooping to take a second look. 

The operation was peribimed so quiekiy, that I do not yet 
know whether he knew his own slippers by their location, 
or some mark invisible to Christian eyes ; or whether by 
some unusual instinct the toes were led to their own houses, 
or whether the gentleman considered it a matter of no 
importance whose morocco covered his unsightly members, 
so long as it was orthodox in shape. The articles are worn 
slip-shud, and as they come no lii^'licr thnn the lower part 
of the instep, there is not mucli vai iety in size. 
Hamed, are such things never stolen 

**0h no, sal" with a significant grunt, and a shrug of the 
leii shoulder. 

« Never, Hamed?" 

<<No, nevar, sa! S j ose he steal him, he cut off he 

hand !" 

Travellers, especially those who try to depreciate the 
clauns of Christianity by comparing it with inferior systems 
of religion, are fond of commenting on the honesty of 
Tuiks, Arabs, and other followers jof the Prophet, and 
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attribute it to the teachings and "moral force" of the 
Koran. The injimctioiis of the Koraa on this Bubject are, 
io &r as they go, very soond ; but we think it likely that 
tlic fear of losing :i imiid, for the first serious neglect of this 
virtue in traiiiiactions among themselves, has a good deal to 
do m giving "fnoroZ/ora" to the precepts of Mohammed. 
That his followers have no great regard for the abstract vir- 
tue of honesty, may be seen in the fact, that, wlicre the fear 
of serious penalty was not before their eyes, Arabs, Moors, 
and other mnssnlmans have been for oentnries the most 
darinor -^^'^^'^ cruel robbers in the world. TTonostv would 
become a very common virtue in christeudoiu if we were to 
chop off the *4tching pahns" of onr light-fingered gentry* 
Two-handed property wonld go np at the sonth. 

Through a side door in the vestibule we caught a glimpse 
of a part of the interior of the mosqae. It is a spacious, 
nnomamentei circular apartment ; the floor of which ia 
Icsselluled, and without furiiiiui e. The posture which the 
Moors assume in olTering their prayers, bringing the knees, 
elbows and forehead to the floor, is significantly appropriate 
to rebel suppliants. It speaks the language of conscious 
guilt and un worthiness, and a heartfelt penitence which 
seeks to hide its sms in the dust. How much more bocom- 
mg to a smner pleading for mercy, than the standmg, or 
bitting altitude, so general in llie Christian churches of 
Ainerical Let the deserts of Ethiopia reprove our slotli 
and pride 1 

I imagmed that Hamed had visions of bast inado before 
him, for he was quite restless while we remained near the 
door, and several times invited us to ^^come on." We 
found our market-made acquamtance, ^*the Jew,*' in his 
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bliop, an apartment on the second floor of his spacious 
house* His sU>ck in trade consisted, mainly, in those round 
cushions which in this country supply the phice of chairs; 
morocco slippers; gaudy and coarse silks and velvets; 
ready-made JUoorish garments i sandal wood ; ottar of rose, 
and other perfumes; amber and other beads, used by 
Mohammedans in telUng their prayers ; ])ipe8 of many shapes 
and sizes, and cailhen jara. The cushious, made of richly- 
colored morocco leather, are ornamented profusely with 
figures in gold and silver tinsd, and bright silks. Slippers 
ai u ornamented in the same way, to which are added, some- 
times, jewels of glass, or precious stone. We visited other 
Jewish establishments, but the stock in trade presented but 
little variety. Cushions, coarse silks, slippers, )^ii)cs, and 
amber beads, were the staple articles. Along the main 
Street the Moorish bazaars hung out their miscellaneous 
wares, inviting custom ; making up in varieiy what they 
lacked in quality. Stalls of candies, old iron, hot coffee, 
native di'ugs, g-un-smiths' shops, and blacksmiths' shops 
succeeded each other in noisy disorder. Clouds of opium 
smoke, loud talking and small sales, seemed to be the order 
of the day w^ilh them; and we soon found that if we wanted 
anythmg valuable, we must get it £rom the Jews, for the 
trade of * Tangier is in their hands. We returned to the 
house of "the Jew," and after much talkiiii^ and jewing, on 
the part of both Jew and Gentile, purchased half a dozen 
cushions, at two dollars each ; aa many pairs of slippers, the 
plain at a dollar, and the tinsel-embroidered at two doUars 
a pair ; and as many vials of ottar of rose, containing thii ty 
drops each at forty-eight cents apiece. 
The Jewish women, who are very beautiful, walk the 

% 
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Streets imvciled. Their costume, though two or three 
thousand years behiud the age, is, to my taste, more beau- 
txMy and more iqppropriate to the sex, than any of the styles 
which the beau monde has produced in many centnries. 
The outer garment, or gown, is generally ui rich velvet or 
heavy silk, close fitting body, flowing sleeves, and open in 
i&ont, d la robe de ehambre ; bordered around and in front 
with gold or silver lace, turned back at the corners with 
some brightly colored silk, displaying an underskirt of 
elaborate needle-work. She maketh herself coverings of 
tapestry ; her clothing is mlk and purple.^ The Inxnriant 
tresses for which Jewish women are everywhere celebrated 
are with these supported in silken nets which hang down 
the back^ often reaching the waist. The head and shoulders 
are generally covered with an ariijjle veil of lace, or other 
light fabric, fastened to the hair by brilliant pins. The 
upper angle of this head-dress is brought to a point on the 
centre of the forehead, where it terminates in a rosette, con- 
taining ornaments of gold and jewels in proportion to the 
taste and means of the wearer. Solomon recommends 
that certain excellent qualities be as prominent in th«^ 
character " as frontlets betu con thine eyes." Anglo- 
Saxon women have a considerable advance yet to make, in 
refinement of taste, before they can equal those chaste and 
attractive styles of personal adornment which the daughters 
of Judah have possessed for lo these thousands of years ! In- 
deed it requires an eye disciplined in the beauty of lines, 
and harmony of colors, to appreciate thdr taste ; and this 
discij^line the women of Englaiui and America never can 
have while they arc content to be imitators of the tawdry 



and novelty-lovmg millinen of Paris. The style of features 
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among the Jewesses of Taogiers is purely Jewish : in com- 
plexion they are generally brunette. 

The Jews resident in Morocco are confined to the to\ms, 
where they occupy a degraded position, ctvilly and socially. 
Thongh natives of the conntry, orderly members of society, 
and generally men of education and intelligence, they are 
debarred all cIyU honors and privileges ; their grievances 
s^om receive redress, indeed seldom a hearing *, they are 
enonnou.sly taxed ; [lud wlieii, l)y dmt of enterprise and in- 
dustry, they ama;ss wealth, it is often taken from them 
nnder ^Ise pretexts. The dress and the pmsnits of the 
males are prescribed by tyi*amiical officials ; the most abject 
Muor is the social superior of the most wealthy Jew; yet, 
despite all these embarrassments, they are the most thrifty 
portion of the oommnnities where they redde, and the main 
su|>porters of the treasury of the Empire. Like the Jews 
of other countries where they nro mut']] oppressed, they are 
quite retigious^ and, so &r as allowed, observe their feasts 
and Sabbaths. The ** London Jews* Society** supports an 
ordained misisiouary here. I am inclined to think that the 
prospect for making them Christians is as good as the pro- 
spect for their beconung Mohammedans. Occasionally a 
zealous Moor shows some desire to jiroselyte by stealing a 
cliild, and submitting it to a certain Mahommedan rite in 
the presence of witnesses, makes a convert nokna volens. 
The child may then be taken from its parents, on ])lea that 
it is a believer." The Roman Catholics in parts of Europe 
make converts in the same way. I was told an interesting 
story of a littlo girl who was stolen in this way from her 
parents hi Tangier, and— but I have no Un- a story ai 
present. I 1^ my iriend at a Jew's shop admiring some 
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amber beads of umisnal size, ami two pretty Jewesses who, 
strange to say, seemed to have biismess, wherever we went 
among their class. They were, no doubt, pleased with the 
fine figure and neat uniform of my companion. He said 
something when he went aboard about the attraction of the 
chaplain's spectacles ; but I am inclined to think that spec- 
tacled gentlemen are not generally popular with the ladies. 

At the consultate I found Dr. C, Capt. S. and Lieut. A., 
all about to start for the palace of the Bashaw, under 
guidance of Mr. Brown. Before leaving his premises, Mr. 
B. took us to his stables to show us his " fine barb," a 
pretty creature of five years of age, in excellent condition 
and full of life, yet, gentle as a fawn. The horse of Barbary 
is too well kno\\Ti among iis to need description in detail 
here. Those that we saw in the streets of Tangier were not 
generally larger than our Texan mustangs, though some- 
what taller. Like the mustangs, they seemed better formed 
for endurance than speed, yet, in long races, they are said 
to be superior to the English race-hoiso. Barbs of average 
qualities may be bought here for one himdred dollars each. 

Before reaching the top of the hill on which the palace of 
the Bashaw is built, we passed a guard of soldiers, among 
whom were some bond fide Africans. The Moorish soldiers 

^|u*c distinguished from the common people by the side amis, 
powder-horns and bullet-pouches which they wear con- 
stantly ; and by the head-dress, which is a close fitting 
jockey cap, having a cape behind to protect the back of the 
neck from the sun. They are savage, but very unmilitary 
lookin'jr fellows. We had a hot but intercstinc: walk around 
the outer wall of the palace and garden. How much the 

• gentlemen of our party desired to stroll in those shady 

oogle 
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paths, and walk around that mtcresting harem — all harems 
are interestmg to AmericMu — is not fo'ine to eaj ; bat the 
Bashaw was absent and there was no one dse who had the 

authority to admit u^i. The palace is an enormous collection 
of stone and mortar, thrown together in Moorish stylei bat 
withoat ornaments It is snrroonded by a h^ wall, which 

gives it the appearance of a pcniunikiry, iiud such, doubt- 
lessy many an unfortimate lass has found it. Its chief 
characteristic is white wall, and its defect, "excess of 
ohaiacteristie.'* Deseeding toward the lower part of the 
town, Mr. Brown left us, and we continued oar walk. I 
was sorry that my engagement to take a wilk in the 
ooontry with Hamed in the eyeniug prevented my accept- 
ing his iiivhaiiou to dinner; but our llag did not lack 
worthy representatives on that occasion. 

Under the goidanoe of Hamed we now tamed oar stepa 
toward the residence of oar Consular agent for Mogadore, to 
pay our respects to his lanuly — he was absent — and more 
particularly to see his daughter Hadra, said to be the most 
beautiful and accomplished Jewess in Tangier. Think of 
it, reader! these grave arul digniiied representatives of the 
various departments in our squadron, a fleet surgeon, a 
captun of marines, a flag lieutenant, a watch-officer— Lieut* 
li,, whom we picked up on the way — a purser, if I remember 
rightly, and a chaplain, posting through dusty streets and 
breezeleas lanes, with the thermometer at 90^ in the shade, 
to see — ^what ? A i» re 1 1 y girl ! 

However, we were ashore to see things beautiful and in- 
teresting — why not go to see a lady who was both ? " Dis 
hun,*' said Hamed, halting before the gateway of a large 
house. We passed through the arch, and, led by a porter, 
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entered the open court in the centre of the building. A 
fiinntain, playing in the centre of the court, cooled the air ; 

flowers, in pots and beds, sent up delighLiul odors; and all 
the appointments around indicated the luxury, oriental 
taste^ and wealth of the occnpants. We were shown into a 
richly fhrnished apartment on the second floor, where Jew- 
ish tapestry, Turkish carpets, French platc-gl:i.ss mirrors, 
Moorish cubIuou^s, and English chairs, united in making a 
gorgeous and elegant display. The lady of the house was 
too sensible and well-bred to keep her visitors waiting ; she 
appeared before we had taken our scuts, and, though quite 
in dishabille, as an American lady would think, made no 
apology. She did not understand English, but spoke 
French and Si>ani.sli llucntly. We asked fur-tlic youDg 
lady, but she answered that the Miss was indisposed, aild 
oould not be seen. MUeroB no9 1 The captain twisted his 
moustache; A. felt for his tobacco ; R. smoothed his beard, 
and looked wondrous funny, and, taken all together, we 
would have made an interesting group for a comic almanac. 
However, in the interesting conversation of the noble lady 
of our Jewish representative, we were amply repaid for our 
walk. 

I left my shipmates in the street, and, after taking a 

luncheon of "bread and cheese and beer'' at a hotel kept 
by an English lady, proceeded with Ilamed for a country 
walk. 

The country around Tangier is, for miles, uninhabited. 

It is hilly; the hills are covered with grass and biaiabK, 
but woodless, and the scenery is uninteresting. The road 
was dusty and lonely, and before we reached the end of the 

second mile I began to think that I was not acting very 
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j>nulently iii thus oiposinsr myself among a treiolicroiis 
people. 1 was about to speak mj Lbougbts when Hamed 
said: 

^'Hebettastoisaa.'' 

Why so ?^ 
''Sobe^flal'' 

^Pd like to know^ Hcmed, lAedm joa aro afraid to go 

fartlicr, or too lazy to walkL^" 

Hamed'fi £hrag, a& X emphattaed the last wordsi showed 
me that I strook the tine reason. 

"Look, sa! people eome." 

A caravan of camels, donkeys, and Moors was coming 
Tound the foot of a hill, half a mUe distaot ; we sat down, 
and when tiiej came up, joined in with them to return to 
the city. Ilamed spoke a good word lor me, and one of 
them became quite communicative. I asked him to show 
me Kis musket — a Moor nerer goes a mile from home with- 
out a gon— which he did, after shaking the powder from the 
pan. Those muskets are remarkable for their length, the 
thinnciB of the barrel, and the lightness of the stock. The 
htttt of the stock is made to fit the shoulder like the head 
of a crutch. Tills, like others that I noticed, was jiro- 
fusel y mounted with figures in brass and ivory. 1 a&ked 
penniasion to discharge it, bat he shook his iiead. The 
camels were "nine day" in the interior, laden with grain, 
wax, black soap, and hides or leather, I could not under- 
stand which. The wheat of Morocco, known among ua aa 
the Barbary wheat, is a large and ftdl grain of red husk, 
mwvh like the wheat of 31 a ( h i i a and the Canaries, but 
hugcr. I procured a peck of it, but before 1 reached 
America it was entirelj destroyed by weeyil. I asked the 
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Moor how they preserved irhM from this insect in his 
oountry. He siud : by burying it in the ground j and that, 

in that condition, it would ktiep for years. 

These camels are the Arabian, or one-humped, species, 
commonly called dromedaries. I told Ebmed to catch me 

one of the young camels tliat followed in the caravan, that 
I might take a near survey of his mouse-colored coat. The 
UtUe ereatnre seemed quite wiliii^ for Earned to tonch 
kim, bnt when I, an infidel, put my hand on liis prophct- 
couseci ated shoulder, the beast made a sudden spnng, 
knocked me down, and ran over me, to the great delight 
of the Moors. His dam took after Samed with pricked 
ears and open mouth, :ind the wiiy that gentleman's slippers 
and turban disappeared over the liill was interesting oven 
to me. As I broshed the dnst from my clothes, I be- 
thought me of a popular individual in the Land ofWashing- 
ton, who hgures largely in stiunp and temperance speeches 
under the name of the boy that the calf ran over.'* 

^ The Jew was standing at Ids door as we passed, and 
invited me in to drink a little arrakee. Pleased with an 
opportunity of tasting that classic beverage, X consented, 
and drank his health in a ghus a little larger than a 
thimble. If, in aUempting to describe it, I should say tlial 
it is not precisely hke gin, you would infer that I am' 
acquainted with gin ; and if I were to add neither is it like 
whisky, you might say that I am a judge of that vnlgar 
clrink ; and if 1 were, still further, to add that it bears some 
resemblance to a mixture of both, with a dash of orgeat 
cordial, yon would say, the gentleman is quite a connoisseur 
in li<[Uor>:, and this would be a poor compliment to my 
doth; so I will say nothing about it. I took leave of 
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Ilaintil on the l>each, after trusting him to go b«ck to tllft 
city with a sovereign to change it. As I stepped into the 
boat, heaaid: 

"Ton think Hamed good man^ sa?** 

" Yes," said I, Hamed 12* a good ulltl, and honest," 

He went away satisfied, mattering to himaeif the words 
in which he reoommended hia mrnoemz 

"llamed Lfood iiKiu — obervbodv iaiov\- Hamed!" 

The M< 01 of this viciuiiy are a mixed race, representing 
the blood of the Arab, the Berber, and the Afiricao. Hiey 
call thema^Gfl M6o9lim, or beiieTera» to diatiiigiiish them 
from those tribes of the country who have not so fully 
embraced Mahometanism. Their haur ia atrai^t and dark » 
their akin ia of every shade from blonde to black ; featarea 
small, and generally of aqnilino tendency. Their eyes and 
teeth are beauUtul ; and in tigure they are tall and slender 
and well.proportioned. They are indolent, taiatani, adfiah 
and treacherona. The city contains about twelve thousand. 

Tangier is supposed to have been founded by Sopbax, 
who was believed to have been the son of Hercules and 
Tinga; the city he named after hia mother* In the Greek 
of Plutarch it is called Tingcne ; and, according to Strabo, 
it has bci ii called Tiiiga, Linga, and Lixus. Some believe 
the city to have been built by Antseua, the first hnaband 
of Tinga. It is certain that it was rebuilt by Julius Cmsat 
as the centre of a Koman colony planted by him. A few 
ruins, a short distance to the northeast of the present city, 
mark the site of the old town. It was besieged and taken 
by Sertorius, who, hearing the natives s))cak of the giant 
Size of Autxeusy to gratify his curiosity opened his tomb, 
and was so overwhehned at the proportiona of the skelet<Hi, 
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that he offered aaorifiee to it and testoied it to He 

place. 

Henry of Portugal possessed himself of Tangier iu the 
fifteeoth century; and once that time it has been held finr 
ahort periods by many European powers. It was given to 
England as a marriage portion with Catherine when she 
became the mh of Charles the Second^ bat in 1684 they 
demolished its fbris and abandoned it. 

Tlie coiniiiorce of Tangier is insignificant, but an active 
trade in poultry, meats, and vegetables is kept up between 
it and Gibraltar. Grain, beeswax, and leather are the chief 
articles of exportation. The insecurity of property in this 
country, where the will of the emperor is the only law, is, 
perhaps, the chief reason why foreign merchants do not 
ibrm establishments here. It was the opinion of our enter- 
prising consul, Mr. Brown, that he would be able to make 
such terms with the «nperor as would place American 
trade with Tangier on a sure footing. It is backed by a 
healthy and productive country, and may one day be a 
commercial port of great importance. Not, however, till 
the crescent wanes, and the day-spring dawns. 

As I gazed on the receding shore the following evening, 
my thoughts were with " the Jew " and his down-trodden 
Ivethren ; and as I remembered the motto on the posts of 
his door, and those of other Jews, *^Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God is one !'* I felt it in my heart to pray that 
they might soon add to it the motto of the New and better 
Covenant: ^^And this is Eternal Life; to know thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thon hast sent." 
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TAlfGIEB— OONGLUPEP. 

■*IlM Icikd d»doiriqg vtih vlqp wUch ii biToad H?«m of AUa^ 

lirst Impressions — Significrinre of Physical Aspect — Historical RcTiew— 
tlnanswcred Questions— Phflenicians, Carthaginians, Egyptians — ^Africs 
of the Ancients — Portttga«B6 Navigators — Dutch Traders — English 
Trade with the Coast — Decline of Trade with Portugal — Gcographieal 
DivuioDS of the West Coast — ^The Senegal, and French Trade. 

Af&ica in all respeot% a land of deep shades. As the 
Toyager approaches tiie western shores of its intertropical 

rt'gions, he beliokls them enveloped in a diiii&e liazo, and 
beneath tliis gloomy paU his imagiuation spreads the wild 
charms, the bloody rites and the exuberant deformities of 
savage life. As he enters the mysterious borders he beholds 
turbid rivers, deep and sombre forests, impenetrable jungles 
and offensive swamps, and a race of beings upon whom 
night has set her ine€(hceable ngnet. The physical aspects 
wliioh Nature here presents are to liini symbolic, and lliL-ir 
many-voiced utterances tell of the moral and iutellectual 
darkness which covers the people. 

Yet Africa is a land of sunshine, and, witJiout a paradox, 
the hght and darkness dwell together. Above the Harmat- 
tan fog, which generally disappears before noon, the sky is 
clear and doudless, and the sun shines in his strength ; and 
the bosom of the dense Ibrej^ts, beneath whose luxuriant 
foUage men walk in deep ahadowsi, glistens in the light of 
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etenial Bummer. Why may we not regard theae fiiotBy aloOi 
as aymbols which nature haa hnng ont to apeak the present 

or the future of iutcUectual and spiiitual Aliica ? Symbols, 
and significant symbola they are $ but as we read the former 
and nearer aa descriptire of the present, we mnst read the 

latter and moitj ruinotc as prophetic. An intellectual and 
spiritual dust fog, gloomy and deatli-bearing, now reigoa 
OTer Afiioa; hat when the noon of the race shall have 
come, the increadng light will disnpate the donds. Ignor- 
ance and superstition, like the thick foliage of her forestSy 
q[»read abroad a deadly shade, but when the hands of Reli- 
gion and Science have torn away and rooted ont these 
natural growths, the unobstructed rays of tlie Sun of 
Righteousness, beaming spiritual and intellectual light, shall 
fin uposL the long shaded race; and when these obstmc* 
tions are remored, her light may be as bright and enduring 
as her darkness has been deep and hideous. But if dark- 
ness is the charactenstio of the moral aspect which Africa 
presents, we may sa&ly say that thick darkness covem the 
origiu :iiid the liibtory, of her hundred tribes, their many 
languages, and religious rites. 

Did the Phoenicians circumnaTigate this continent ? 

If they did not, how did they find ont that beyond cer- 
tain latitudes " the sun is on the right hand," or north, 

casting shadows to the left,'' or south ; and that Afiica is 
not connected with any other continent than that of Asia, 
by the isthmus of Suez ? If tliey did, how in their tiny 
hai ks did they survive the stormy waters of the Cape of 
Crood Hope, and the tempestuous waves which roU continu- 
ally on the southern and western shores. How did they 
provision themselves? If they landed at intervals and 
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sowed and leaped crops d giainr-aa is claimed for them^ 
how did thef escape the i)ostU«iceB of the coast so &tal to 

the unacclimatcd ? Considering their ipiui nice of geogra- 
phy, navigation) and the astronomy of southern skies, by 
what laws did they Bad theur way ? To attempt to follow 
the line of the coast would be fatal, even in these days of 
giant ships aud accurate navigation. 

These are questiona which will likely remain forever 
mumswcred. 

Whatever Necboand his subjects may have known of the 
conformation and resonrces of Afiricai nothing that th^ 
revealed was considered reliable or profitable by the gene- 
rations immediately followinir. Polvbins teii.-. us that in liis 
time it was not known whether AMca was united to 
another continent at the south, or Borroonded by the sea 
Strabo makes no pretension to knowledge on the subject ; 
and Ptolemy, the most learned of ancient geographers, 
describes it as becoming ^broader and hraader toward the 
sonth,'' and reaching the south pole.'* Cape Kon, or 
Nun, was long tlie 7io?i 2'dus ultra of tlie ancients on the 
West Coast ; but there is reason for believing that the 
Carthaginian fleet under Hanno doubled that stormy cape 
and explored the shores as fiir as Sherbro Sound ; and also, 
that, in their trading expeditions, they penetrated hx into 
Central Africa. It is evident, from certain remains found 
on the banks of the Niger, that the Egyptians once had 
commerce with tlie tribes of the interior, but it is noL likely 
that they ever reached the shores or tribes of the West 
Coast. Herodotus, and EndrisI, an Arabian geographer, 
^^^ipke mention of a great river in Africa which the latter 
aes the MiU of the negroes." This is perhaps, 
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identical with the Gir of Ptolen^ and the Niger of modem 

geographers. 

We suggest tiiat in a umou of these names NiU and Oir 
we hare the etymology of the tenn Niger. 

In speaking of this continent, wo must ever bear in mind 
that the Atiica — Africa l*ropria — and Ethiopia of the 
daasic and inspired writers are to the north of the aoathem 
borders of the Great DeaerU What is to ns Afiica proper, 
they caiicd Africa Interior^ bnt in a few iiustanccs, we hnd 
them applying the terms Ethiopia and Africa, as general 
terms, to the entire eontinent. 

The Africa of the moderns is entirely to the south of the 
Sahara; and their Ethiopia is a largo interior district, 
not very acoarately defined, extending some Beren degrees 
on each side of the eqoator. Bnt we have said enough of 
the distant and dull«^us past. 

In the eai'iy part of the fid^enth century the noble and 
enterpriamg Henry, Prince of Portugal, fitted out sereral 
expeditions for the pui-pose of exjjloring the shores of 
Western Atrica. To one of the iirst, and the most protit- 
eUe, oCthese expeditions we have referred in our account 
of the discovery of Madeira. The attention which the 
prince bestowed on the newly-found island."^ arrested for a 
while the progress of the coast explorations ; but in 1433 
they were resumed with new oourage, and GiUianez, com- 
mander of an oxi)edition, after doubling Cape Bojador, re- 
turned with glowing accounts of the broad land beyond. 
Emboldened by their suocesaftd passage of the stormy 
cape,* they roiewed their efforts to penetrate still further, 

• I caimot find snfBcient aathoritj for belidvuig Ihat tli6 French of 
Konnandy doubled Cape Bcgtdor before tbe Porkogueee. 

a 
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and, in order to secure the newly discovered territories to 
the crown of Portugal, Henry applied to Pope Martin "V. 
for a title to that clloct. lu those days, islands and conti- 
nents, as well as thrones and kingdoms, were in the gift of 
the Roman Pontiff; and, in order to show his approval of 
the cllbrts of the young prince, and also to reward him for 
his outlay, Mania made a grant, assigning to Portugal all 
lands and islands which had been or might be discovered 
between Cape Bojador and the Bast Indies. 

So far was this grant rcspeettd by the sovereigns of 
£iiro|>e that, in the time of Edward IV., a company of 
Englishmen who were preparing to sail to Africa, on a Toy* 
age of discovery, were stopped by that ])i ince, who as 
a reason for Im interference, that he Iiad just been intbrmed 
of the Pope^s grant. Before the death of Henry, which 
occurred in 1468, Antonio Gonzales and Nnfio Tristan 
explored the conRt as far as Sierra Leone. 

During the icrt iter part of the reign of Alfonso, suc- 
cessor to Henry, Fernando Gomez formed the trade of the 
coa?t, ]>aying to the crown for this exclusive privilege five 
huudi'cd ducats annually ; also pledging himself to cx]»!orG 
the coast five hundred leagnes sonthward. He fulfilled his 
engagement ; and before the year 1481, his navigators had 
8U^^'eycd the coast as far soutli as the Congo. 

John II., successor to Alfonso, established trading ata* 
tions, and boilt several forts, on the coast of Guinea ; com- 
pleted a survey of the shore as far as the Cape of Good 
Hope, aud by liis navigator, Gama, found coumiunicalion 
with India by the highway of the seas. 

The attention of Europe was now turned to the new con< 
tiiieut which Columbus had given to the world, and the 
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Portngaese enjoyed a centary of ondiBtarbed and profitable 

trade with the Ivory and Gold Coasts of Africa, 

In the early part of the seventeenth ocntory, the demand 
for laborers, in the rich and widening fields of the "West 
Indies and Spanish America, suggested the idea of making 
a profitiible trade, by bu} inj^ negroes in Africa and scUing 
them in the markets of the new world. The Portngaese, 
who had already entered the slave trade between the coast 
and the markets of Europe, now established lines of slavers 
between the towns of Guinea and St* Domingo. The 
profitablenees of this trade soon attracted the attention of 
the Dutch, who were then in the height of their niaritinie 
glory. With such an appeal to their cupidity, and the 
growing disposition of the age to question the authority of 
popes in things temporal, Martin's grant of exclusive pos- 
session and right of trade to Portugal was no longer heeded. 
They anchored their vessels off the trading settlements, 
entered the forts by force, and so completely took the 
trade into their own li pids, that, at the close of IBS'?, tliere • 

Tiot a Portuguese H iding station on the Gold Coast. 
The English followed the example of the Dutch, drove 
them in turn from several of their forts, of which we shall 
speak more particularly under appropriate heads, and for 
many years the British lion fattened himself on the lion's 
share of the African slave trade. His conscience did not 
then interfere wiik liis digo<?tion; he hunted, ate, and slept 
well ; and his coat became smooth and glossy. Some will 
have it, that he was a grown lion then — ^tbat the relative 
positions of conscience and stomach were permanently 
fixed — that they are now in statu quo — and that if his 
pqrtic strength is not now what it was then, something 
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Other than moral senaibiiity interferes with the cap&iaty of 
hid powerftil organs to assimilate sucli food. We are dis- 
posed, however, to attribute only the beet of qualities to 
the noble and yenerable bmte ; and to hope that, like 

tome other heaven lav ured sinners, he has been blest with 
an increase of conscientious sensibility in his old age. 
The English were followed by the Spanish and French, 
and of their trade and settlements we shaU speak here- 
after. 

The bounds of what is termed the West Coast are not 
maform]j defined by georri apliers, but for our present pur- 
pose we shall consider it as ombmcing all that i>art of the 
African coast which lies between the southern borders of 
the Great Desert, and the country of the Cimbebas, which 
is bounded on the north by Ben<^ela, and on the south by 
the land of the Ilotteutota. West Africa may be divided 
into three grand divisions, namely, Senegambia, Upper 
Guinea, and Lower Guinea. The coast of Upper Guinea is 
• divided into Liberia, which cxteiuls from the Gallinns 
River to the Sou i'edro ; the Ivory Coast, which extends 
from San Pedro to Cape Three Points ; the Gold Coast, 
whirh li(>s between Cape Three l*uiiii.^ and Cape St. I'aul ; 
and the Coast of the Gulf, or Bight, of Benin, sometimes 
called the Slave Coast, which is comprised between Capo 
St. Paul and the mouths of the Niger. Lower Guinea may 
be divided uito four divisions — the Coast of Biafra, the 
Coast of Loango, the Coast of Angola, and the Coast of 
Benguela. So much for the geogi ajtby of the coast. 

another standpoint we behold Western Alrica 
under three conditions, each having its own period: 
^ L Ab the theatre of exploration and discorery. 
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n. As the theatre of wars, piracy, slaviug, and all forms 
of crime. 

m* As coming mider the inflaeiice of oiviUzfttioii and 

Christiauitv. 

It may not be inappropriate to conclude this chapter with 
a few remarks on the trade of Senegal River, and the town 
of St. Louis, the most northern of the trading stations on 
the West Coast. 

We went in the direotioa of St. Louis as &r as the island 
of Goree, which is near the 'mouth of the SenegaL The 
pleasure of seeing for ourselves, and gathering information 
on the spot was denied us ; but the following iacts, wliich 
we gathered from resident merchants of the adjoining 
trading town, Bathurst, English and American traders, and 
reliable authors, may meet most of the questions which the 
reader will ask concerning such a place. 

In the year 1697, the French made a settlement on an 
island in the mouth of the Senegal, and there subsequently • 
built a town which, in honor of Louia XIV., they called 
Saint Louis. If the reader wants to know how that noto- 
rious sinner came to be a saint, we would, as the most 
prol)able solution of his question, remind luin oi" an old 
song wliich runs thus : 

" The Devil got flick. 

The Derii a saint would be , 
The Devil got weQ, 
Then devil a laiat was he.** 

This town was taken by the British in 1756, but was re- 
covered by the French in 1779. During the French Revo- 
lution, it feu again into the hands of the British, but was 
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ceded to Frauce at the restoration of the Bourbons. By 
treaty with tlie natives, France has possessed herself of ex- 
tensiYe tracts on each side of the river, atid for many years 
lias enjoyed excluhivtjly the trade of an immcn.se district. 
This trade has always been profitable. Am<mg the natives 
they found ready purchasers for guinea doth—colored cot- 
tuns — beai.ls nnd trinkets of Frcncli manutactiire, for which 
they receive in return ivory, gold dust, doves, and gum 
Senegal — ^gnm of the aeaoia. The first named article they 
ooDtinne to gather in large quantities, for which they give, 
in trade, five cents a pound. Ivory and gold are not so 
abundant as formerly, but beeswax and hides have come 
into market, and the pea-nut — aground pea of the south— 
being found valuable in commerce, is so extensively ]>ro- 
'duced by the natives, on the banks of the river, that it is 
now the staple article. 

Pesrnuts are bought here at sixty cents a bushel, trade 
f consideration, and exported to Frauce, where they arc 
mannfiictnred into olive oil I Do you doubt the correctness 
of the statement, look at the label of your botUo of salad 
oil ; there it is, written in letters of gold, " Huile Olive^'*^ 
and remember that the oil manufactured in France from 
€Uve9 would not be sufficient to supply the city of Paris if 
used exclusivelv. ITowevcr, tlicre is iiotUiuLr in a name. 
The pea-nut olive oii is of excellent quality when properly 
refined. 

The gum Senegal is gathered by the tribes of the neigh- 
boring Sahara, wlio, at a certain season, repair in vast cara- 
vans, men, women and children, on camels and horses, to 
the vast acacia forests which cover the lands of the upper 

waters of the Senegal. Here they spend several weeks 
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gathering the gain, which is found on the eztenor bark of 
the tree, in hard globules the size of a pigeon's egg. When 
they li:\vc laden themselves mid their beasts, they descend 
to a town on the lower waters, at which an annual fair is 
held, and >irher6 they are met by the French merchants. 
At a giTCn signal the fair is opened, and lying on ilio })aii; 
of tlie natives, cheating on the part of the French, uoise, 
broils and merriment, are kept up for several days. 

The country near the Atlantic partakes of the character 
of thp neighboring desert ; it is flat, sandy and baiTcu, A 
French officer, who surveyed and explored the river for 
several hundred miles into the interior, informs us, that in 
the lower sixty leagues the inclination of the river bed is 
but two feet. St. Louis and its vicinity are said to be more 
healthy for Europeans than most places further south. But 
even here the life of the European is short ; dysentery and 
^Vii ican fever prevail, aL times carryincr ofF almost tlu- entire 
white popuUtion. The tribes in the vicinity are u( mixed 
blood, representing the Negro and the Moors (Berbers 
most likelv) of the desert." Tiiey are Mohammedans in 
their relic;i' 'n ; and though they have had Jesuit missiona- 
Ties and bohools among them half a centur^^, conducted with 
the wisdom, scheming and zeal which characterize every* 
wliei v Liie u|»ci;. lions of that order, but little has been done 
in the way of making them Cluistians, or even giving them 
8 favorable impression of Christianity. At present there 
are two or three young men in Paris, sons of native princes, 
who are recoivintr instructions in commerce and the Itomish 
iaith. The following figures will show the rapidity with 
which trade has increased m thia section, and its present 
extent : 
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A reliable French author, M. Philip EerhaUet, states, 
that in 1833 the importations were worth three millions ot 
francs — exportationa a little more. In 1846, the French 
trade of Senegal was, importationa seren millions of francs, 
exportation 8 over sixteen millions I At present the trade 
with tSenogal employs over two hundred vessels and over 
two thousand seamen. It is steadily and rapidly Increamng, 
and in 1858 was worth over ten millions of dollars. The 
present value of the trade on thi^s one river, its rapid increase, 
and the readiness with which — as in the case of the pespsnt 
—an insignificant article haa been made a staple article in 
agriculture and eoniiuorce, will surprise many readers. 
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••Here lofty trees to ancient ^nn? imknowm, 
The noble sons of potent hta.t, aiul iJutj<:>i 
FroQe-rushing from the clouda, rear high lu Ikav'n 
Their thorny ftemSf and broad arouuU them Uirow 
lletidlAa glooBL** 

Bough Siillng— An African Pilot— Ctriliaition and Boligion— Gambia 
BiTor^Moonligfat Yiaions— Historio Anociatioiia— Eariy Settlers and 
BzpIorevB^Idands of the BiTor^Trade of the Gambia— Bathnrat— 
Xiaaionaries and HMon Stations— TVibes of the Banks— An old Ac- 
quaintance— Cinlisation advaneiDg. 

Sbtbrai. days spent in crninng oyer the restless waters 

which divide the Cape Verd Islands Iroin the African coast, 
gave us an intense appetite for land breeaes, and brought 
us to that point of homility in the eyes of Neptune which 
accej)ts of " any port in a storm." They were terrible days, 
followed by still more terrible nights. Days and nights of 
close hauled*' sailiog, angry seas^ dosed ports, wet decks, 
fearful pitching, terrific rolling; bilious headaches, despond- 
ing hearts, sour looks, cross answers ; ennui, nausea, and 
general discontent ; but as we ploughed our wide way into 
greener waters and the soundings indicated our approach 
to luiid, laces grew brighter ; and as tlie seas subsided, our 
spirits rose* This is certainly the most restless and un- 
pleasant portion of the Atlantic ; it is swept by the North* 
east Trades, which here attain their maximum ferce, and 

8* * 
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Ibr at least nine months of the jeor the Uoisterous winda 
aad ioam-crated waves take no repose. Woe to the poor 
cruiser who has to beat against them on his windward coni^c ; 
let iiim expect days of darkness, for I hey shall be many I 

In mj memoranda of those cheerless times, I find tho 
following: **Feb. 16th. Sick to-day — sesrsick, head-sick, 
heart-hick, home-sick ! Mem. — Xcver cro to sc.v again ! 
Take the i31ack-jack Ridge, or the Alligator Swamp Mis- 
sions in preference ! Abraham Pennington — ^bright be my 
memories of his virtnons life I — was near the tmth when he 
Kaid that ' the devil has control of the elements sometimes.' 
This mnst be one of bis ball-grounds, and our officers, our 
men, our ship even, feel the influence of his music ; and a 
pretty dance the <|cntleman has been leading us for tho 
past thretj (lays. The seafaring life is an unnatural one. 
God made the dry land for man, and he should stay on it I 
but if he will be a ^1, and tempt the dangerous deep, he 
must take the consequences. So, pipe on ye winds and 
teach me some sense !'* This is not a very amiable note ; 
but if the reader has ever been sea-sick, he will understand 
it; and if he lias not, K;t liim be very cliaritable toward its 
taults, for be may be seivsick himself some day. 

On the morning of the 17tb of February, 1857, we were 
near the bar of the month of the Gkmbia river and twenty 
niiles from the laud, which was obscured by a deep haze. 
We hove to, and made signal for a pilot by iiring a gun. 
At noon, a stout little vessel of English rig came alongsicle, 
and a naked gentleman, tall, diL^niiiod and black, made his 
appearance on the quart* T-deck. Advancing to the com- 
inander, he introduced himself with a low bow and a scrapo 
Sfbis right foot, saying— 

\ 
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*' Tse de pilit, sa." 

Do you speak EDgiish said the captain. 
^^Oh ya» 8a I I'se Moog to do Eoglish town.** 

"Don't pilots wear clothes in yonr conntry?" said the 
officer, as he made dclibci-ate survey of the ebony Adonia 
before him. 

"Oh ya, sal" he replied, casting a glance at a small bun- 
dle under his ami, " I'se tend tu liini bim by," and uithout 
further ceremony he mounted the horso-biock with the air 
of an admira), saying, " S^poee you M-away, Cap'n, dc tide 

be flood." 

He was ihu Uon of the hour; a iiue specimen of the hal^ 
ciTtUzed African ; nor was there any mistaking the type of 
his civilization. With all the self-possession of the English- 
man and the porapobily of the Afiican, ho played the cock- 
ney well, in spite of his breechlcss exterior, and gave us a 
fiiTorable impression of the young England of the Gambia. 
While the officer of the deck was " makiiicr sail," he went 
to the main gangway, where he unrolled his biuuile of rags, 
and after several attempts to get his head and arms through 
the proper holes, worked himself into a shirt that had evi- 
dently seen better day .s ; uiul then drew on tlnco-quarlers 
of a pair of breeches, composed of a j&out, a waist-band, a 
leg and a hal^ and two pockets. He completed his toilet, 
which I was impolite enough to witness with a great <U al 
of interest, by putting on the topless crown of a straw hat. 
I handed him the spy-glass^ with which I had been trying 
to find the land, and which he put nnder his arm, d la milL 
iaire, and now, in the full dress of u run-away scar( -< row, 
presented the most interesting union of the dignified and 
ridicnlons that mortal^eyes ever beheld. 
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Bat X foand Lim interesting in other respects. He was 
well acquainted with the trade of the rirer, the offioera and 
miflmonariea of the station, and informed me, with mnch 



the mifliionaries. On learmng my office on board, he be- 
came quite communicative; aaid that for many yean he 

bad been a Wesleyan Methodist ; and from his conversation 
I doubt not that ho read Lia Bible witli profit, that lie was 
a sincere Methodist and a hnmbld Chriatian, and that within 
that dark casket and ungiiinly exterior there was a predoua 
jewel, even a ransomed and regenerated soul. We shall 
see, in oar farther acquaintance with African humanity, 
that a good degree of scriptural intelligence and personal 
religion is not iuconipatible with the half civilized state. 
We advanced slowly up the smooth and sunlit waters of 
the majestic Gambia, and an hour before sunset dropped 
anchor off the island of St. Mary's and abreast of the 
pretty town ol' lialhurst. The Eiiglis>h flag was saluted 
with twenty-one guns, and the compliment was speedily 
retonied. The flag-lieutenant vi^ted the governor with 
the respects of the commodore, and a party of Englisli 
olhoers iiom the garrison came oil' and spent the evening in 
our ward-room in a jolly way. I remamed on the quarter- 
deck until a late hour, enjoying the soft breath of evening 
and the clear moonlight* The stillness of the night, the 
glistening, quiet river, the solvery voice of the gentle ripple, 
the slumbering woods, all contrasted so &vorably with the 
scciK ry and discomfort of the previous evening, that I was 
loth to retire to my dark little room. Cheerfulness and 
gratitude had succeeded to sel^reproach and discontent, 
jmd visions of my loved home far away, scenes and persons 
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from tlie history of the Gambia mingled with I'aucies bom 
of the wild forest aroimdy all blending softly yet obscurely, 
98 the deep shadow of the woods blent witb the dark bosom 
of the river. 

Who has not read Mango Park's Travels in Africa ?" 
and. who that has read them can fiiil to associate his name 

with the Gfimhin? Long as its mighty floods shall roll to 
the Atlantic, the music of the wave on its shores shall sound 
requiems in the ears of civilized m^ to the memories of 
Thompson and Park. The Portuguese established defences 
for tiie protection of their traders on this river in the early 
part of the 16th century, and for more than a hundred years 
reaped golden harvests from the trade in ivory and gold 
dust which they carried on with the tribes of its banks. 
But though it is likely that they penetrated far into the 
interior, their observations contributed but little toward 
unfolding the L^coLrraphy or ethnography of Africa. Gold 
was the debasing object of their pursuit, until they entered 
that trade which is, of all others, the most degrading to the 
flings and intellect of those who pursue it, namely, slave 
hunting. With such objects before them, their eyes were 
dosed to the majestic forms, and brilliant garb, and varied 
life, which nature here presents. 

It is claimed for commercial men and trading adventurers 
that they have contributed most toward extending our 
knowledge of geography and mankind, and in promoting 
civilization. We grant that they have done much ; but be 
it remembered that they have perfonned only a secondary 
part in these works. 

In the tropical as in frigid zones, the most successful ez- 
plorcrs have beeninen who were actuated by nobler motives 
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than the pursuit of gain. Prince Henry of Portugal, Mungo 
Park, ihu Landers, Wilson, Bowen, Livingstone, Xkuth, 
Franklin^ mid Kane, were men whose adventures were 
pronspted by incentives to wliich the mere trader is a 

stranger. 

In 1618 a comi)any was formed in ilnglaad for the pur- 
pose of exploring the Gambia. Richard Thompson was sent 
oiii at the head of a smaU party, and furnished with ten 
ihoufiand dttllars worth of goods and trinkets, by distribut- 
ing wliich he hoped to gain the good will of the natives, md 
pursue his course to the headwaters of the river. He arrived 
Bal'ely on the coast in a vessel called the Catharine, and pro- 
ceeded up the river aii Ikr as Kissan, a fortified town oooo- 
pied by Portuguese traders. The traders, who considered 
themselv( s the rightful owners of all western Africa, re- 
ceived him with coolness, and watched his movements with 
jealousy. Here he left his vessel and most of her crew, and 
pushed up the river in small boats ; hut soon after his depar- 
ture, his men in the vessel were murdered by the natives, 
urged on by the Portuguese. Thompson never returned ; 
and his late is unknown. 

Two years after his departure, Richard Jobson was sent 
out, and at the head of a small party sailed up the Gambia, 
in small boats, to a point more than a hundred miles above . 
the &lls of Baraconda, now the head of navigation, and 
three hundred and fifty miles I'roni the coast, lie was the 
first to give any reliable account of the country on the upper 
waters, the people and their habits. The natives told him 
that Tliompson had bet-n murdered by hi.s own crew ; Itut 
as nono of that crew were ever alter found, it is likely that 
they were all massacred by the natives at the instigation of 
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the traders. He was ihlunned by one Bucliar Sano, a native 
mercbaut, iliat I'ar up the stream there was a country of 
mach gold ; but after continoiDg hk coarse three months he 
returned without seeing the Beulah of his hopes. 

Hearing of this land ot\goid, Vermuyden, a nierchaul who 
had resided some time on the rivery led another expedition 
up the stream in 1615, but did not advance more than a hnn* 
dred miles beyond the falls. Xotliinpr more was lione by 
the English until 1723, when Captain iSUbbs was sent out, 
by a company, in command of a small party. The idea now 
prevailed in Europe that the Gambia was a branch of the 
INigcr, and by continuing upward Stibbs hoped to enter that 
Stream. Sickness, and other mishaps attended his expedi- 
tion, and after going sixty miles beyond the fSUs he was 
compelled to return. In 1791, under the patronage of the Af- 
rican Company, Major Houghton, a gentleman of rank, in- 
telligence, and sangaine spirit^ undertook the hopeless task 
of exploring the Gambia, by travelling along its banks on 
foot and alone. Don Quixote's charge on the windmill was 
wisdom compared with this undertaking. The noble man 
was Inred from Lis course by a party of Moors, who, after 
robbing him of his last garment, loil him to perish in the 
forest. Mungo Park entered these waters in 1705, but after 
. going some distance np stream, pursued his journey over- 
land, and by dint of a brazen constitution and unusual com- 
mon sense, worked liis way among the natives until he 
reached the cool waters of the Niger at a point near a thou- 
sand miles from the mouth of the Gambia. 

He saw the great river flowing eastward, and satlsllcd 
with the result of his adventure, and full of thrilling expe- 
riences of life among the negroes, be retamedto England, 
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where he was received as one from the dead. The source 
of the Gambia, and the oonntry on its headwaters are not 

yet accurately kuowu, but euougli is ascertained to dLabipate 
the idea of its connection with the Niger, and the romantic 
acconnts of cities of gold glittering on its tipper banks. 

There are seven J I'^laiuls in tlii>} river. St. James was set- 
tled by the African Company — English — in 1724 ; and Joar, 
a hundred miles from the sea, about the same time. On 
Macartliy's Island, two hundred miles up the river, there is 
a large tradinLr town, a fort, a Methodist chureli, and a 
Bchoolhouse. To this point the river is navigable for vessels 
of large draught, and a small war-steamer plies between here 
aud Bathurst, superintending the interests of Euglaud. The 
Portuguese^ long ago, retired from its banks, the French 
have lately re»gned their forts here, and the trade is now 
entirely iu the hands of tlic Englisli. To their liberality, 
however, bo it siud, that they give every facility and encou- 
ragement to the shipping of the United States. Their forts 
and possessions at Bathurst, and on Cape St. Mary's, com- 
mand the west side of the river ; and ou the eastern shore 
they have lately purchased from the Barras a tract one mile 
w idc and thirty miles long. Here, as at Senegal, the culti- 
vation of the pea-nut lias been encouraged, and the crop 
may now be estunated at two millions and a hali* of bushels. 
Of this quantity, a million bushels are purchased for the 
French markets, and the remainder are exported to Eng- 
land, Germany, and America. 

The American traders who visit this river deal mostly in 
hides, horns, and beeswax ; but with them, also, the pearUUt 
will soon become the staple article. Wild honey is brought 
the river in considerable quantities, and is bought for 
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the German markets. These articles are ail lironght to 
Bathurst in canoes ; and some idea of the value of labor in 

Afi ic:i may be formed by considerine^ that half a dozen men 

will spend five or six days in bringing ten bushels of these 

nnts to market) and then exchange them for articles on 

which the merchant makes two or three hundred per cent. 

profit, at the rate of sixty cents a bushel. Wc say notliing 

of the labor bestowed to produce them. It is likely that the « 

present (1858) value of the export and import trade of 

the Gambia is over five uiillions of dollars, and that the 

vessels from Salem and New York will, take one sixth of 

it. 

Bathurst was settled in the year 181C, called after Earl 
liathurst, a gentleman ^vlu^so virtues Pope thought fit to 
inmiortalize in verse. The island on which it stands, St. 
Mary's, is four miles long and one broad ; it is a delta of the 
Gambia, raised on the inland side by the alluvium of the 
river, and on the seaward side by sand thrown up by the 
action of the waves. A mangrove swamp occupies a large 
portion of it, and the vast quantity of mud which is exposed 
to the action of the sun at low water, must contribute greatly 
to the known unheaHhiness of the island. In this mud, along 
the water's edge, I found quantities of those delicious bi- 
valves of the genus ostrea^ known in America as cockles, or 
scallops. The town presents a neat and business-like aspect. 
7%e houses occupied by the traders, missionaries, and go- 
veniment ofiicials, arc built of stone, and arc tasty and .sul>- ^ 
stantiai. In the business, or dry season, canoes throng the 
beach, and negroes, of twenty tribes, keep the streets in an 
uproar with their noisy chattering. The native residents on 
the island represent six or ei;^ht tribes, and speak as many 



66 FEBSOKAL ADYSNTUBES A2sD 0BSEETATI0N8. 



LiDguages, each language comprising several dialects. They 
number fiye thousand. 

On the morning of the 18th, in company with Dr. C, I 
called on the Kev. John Bridgart, superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Missions on the Gambia, and his co-laborer. Rev. 
Alex. F. Gumey. These gentlemen received as with much 
cordiality ; bhowed us through the ini>>icn j premises, schoul- 
house, and chapel — all comfortable and substantial build- 
ings of stone, and kept in good order. 

The school, which has an average attendance of three 
hundred, is conducted on sound, common-sense principles; 
and the instruction imparted, in £nglisfa, is of a practical 
character. The teachers are native converts, themselves 
graduates of this school, modest and intelligent men. Most 
of the scholars have forsaken the religion of their fathers, 
many of them are worthy members of the church, and will 
Boon re turn as missionaries to their several tribes. This 
mission held, which is entirely iu the hands of the Wesleyan 
Methodists, is in a most promising condition, and though 
young, the fruits are now viable. Connected with the 
ciiapels of St. Mary and Barras there are now al)out six 
hundred members; thirty of whom are Sabbalh*school 
teachers, nine local preachers, and four teachers of day- 
schorils. On Macurthy's Island there are two chapels, wuh a 
membership of near three hundred, seven of whom are local 
preachers, three teachers of day and eighteen of Sabbath- 
schools. The number of day scholars in this mission exceeds 
six InuKlred, many of whom are adults. The attendance of 
the babbath-schools is much larger. 

These results demand comment, and more especially in 
view of the common impression that of the various mission 
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fields occupied by the eburch, Afiica is the least pro- 
ductive ; but we forbear for the present. The converts arc 
prepared for membership by long trial, and careful instrac- 
tioD, but Dotwithstaoding, there are occasional relapso, not 
into barbarism, but into sin — the sins of civilized men. I 
am inclined to think, however, that iu these churchea, the 
namber of consistent and zealous Christians bears as large 
a proportion to tlie whole number of members, as may be 
found ill most of the churches of Anu rica or England. 

The climate of the Gambia is in all respects tropical. 
There are but two seasons — ^the wet and the dry. The 
rainy season commences in June and ends in December; 
then it is that fatal fevers prevail, and missionaries fall in 
the midst of their labors. There are stations on the coast 
more unhealthy than this, but, even here, the strong-, st con- 
stitution may not hope to survive more ihau lour or live 
years. It is an occasion of gratitude and encouragement 
that so much has been accomplished in view of the constant 
changes and fearful mortality among the missionaries. 
What but an intelligent sense of duty, and that sense how 
strong ! could sustain men in such arduous labors, staring 
death in the lace continually, exiled from civilization and 
most of its blessings, looking forward to a grave among 
Strangers, and a tomb which the tears of affection may not 
consecrate to the slumbers of the beloved: and all this 
without hope of any earthly reward or honor! Truly such 
men are heroes; but, because their motives are too high ibr 
the appreciation of the multitude, their names will not mark 
the fading annals of worldly gi-eatncss. 

The most important and iu£ucutiai of the surrounding 
tribes, are the JoUiis and Barras, In physical appearance 
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and in manners the former rcscmljle the Man dingoes, the 
most intelligent people of the western coast, and tlio roots 
of their language indicate a oommon origin. They are 
above medium heiglit, erect and bony, and perhaps a shade 
darker than the Maudbigoe^. Tiieir featui'cs are regular, 
feet and hands small, and but for the wool, might pass for 
black Moors. They are more industrious and intelligent 
than many of the ncigliboring tribes, owing doul)tK'ss to tlie 
foot, that, centuries ago, they embraced 3Iobammedaaism. 
Perhaps this £Mt will also acooont for their more intel- 
lectual cast of countenance. Although professed followers 
of the Prophet, they retain many of tiie superstitions of 
their more barbarous estate; particularly their love of 
charms or amulets, which they belieye possess power to 
resist evil spirits and evil iullucncos. These are of \ ;iiious 
forms — carved teeth of certain animals, small leathern 
pouches handsomely embroidered, contsuning texts from 
the Koran, etc. I have seen as many as a dozen of these 
on one ])erson, suspt inlod from the neck and wrists, and 
worked into the hair. The missionaries do not find them 
so accessible as their less intelligent neighbors, but the 
• qualities which make them firm in their present religion, 
will, when they are converted, make them zealous and con< < 
sistent Christians. A few of these are, however, numbered 
in the triumphs of the "Wesleyan missions. 

We met several Jollifs and others from some of the semi- 
Mohammedaniased tribes, in full Moorish costume, but they 
were dignitaries. The dress which a majority of the JoUife 
wear, is a cool garl) even for Africa, consisting of a turban, 
amulets, a shirt, and a pair of sandals. The residents and 
natives of St. Mary's imitate the European stylo of dress, 
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and progress in it as they advance in iateiligcuce, so that in 
a giren case one miglit estimate the degree of civilization 
by the amount of breeches. The huts are bnilt of cane or 
other wicker-work, are covered with palm leaf, aud goiio- 
TftUy enjoy the shade of the palm or phmtain. While stroll- 
ing m the outskirts of Bathnrst, we were invited into a hut 
of unnsual neatness, surrouiKled by a garden inclosod by a 
Immboo fence. We entered the low door and seated our- 
Belves on stools phused in the centre of the apartment for 
onr accommodation, and one of the three female occupants 
brought us some excellent palm wine in clean, fresh-looking 
gourds. They seemed pleased that we enjoyed their wine, 
thanked ns for the vint, and told us that they were mem- 
bers of the mission chapel. We finished our day's walk by 
visiting the graveyard of the whites— a grassy hiU over* 
looking the sea. Here the gold-hunter, the explorer, the 
slave-honter, the soldier and the missionary, sleep hide by 
side, awaiting the day of revelation and the rewards of their 
toil. Which win be called ^^the fanatic" then? Who 
then "the fool?'* Who will then be pronounced wise? 
blessed are they, for they shall shine as the stars in the 
firmament for ever and ever ! 

In passing through the native market next morning in 
comj):iny with Lieut. M., our attention was arrested by a 
stand of ginger cakes aud beer^ behind which sat an old 
black woman m a neat calico dress and white headkerchie^ 
with the unmistakable tie and set of the low country house- 
girl of the Southern Slates. 

^« This reminds me of Geoi^g^" said one of the party. 
I come from dare exclaimed the old lady, rismg to 
her fcetb 
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From where asked Lieut. M. 
** From Sawanna." 

" What is your name 

" Catherine « 

" Where did you live 

*'At de 'Our House,' mossa.'* 

" Did you know CoL M. ?" said I, referring to the father 
of my compamoQ, an old and distinguished citizen of 
Savannah. 

** Oh yes, mossa !" said she, mentioning at the same time 
the names of several of his ^milj. 

^ Would you know Julian now V* said I, casting a glance 
at my friend. 

*'i>unuo, mossa; Julc be little boy, den." 

<^ Look at this man,'' said L 

She gazed a moment, and grasping his han l, exclaimed : 
*'De Lord liclp my poor soul, if this aiut moss Julel 

Tank de Lord 1 Praise de Lord 1 I see some my people 

one time more I'' 

Then followed many inquiries after old friends, a sketch 
of her life since she left Georgia, and the touching 
question : 

Can't you take a-me back to my pt O|ile?** 
He explained that this was impossible, and emptying the 

contents of his purse into her hands, bid her good bye with 

a softened voice. 

"Tell my bro-ler and hibtcr of An<lrcw Marsliall church," 

said she, tliat I been see heap trouble; but my Jesus been 

wid me, and I try meet um ober yonder." 

Poor woman ! she had been set free at the age of forty, 

and sent to Liberia; but her husband becoming dissatisfied, 
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came to this place, where he died, leaving her helpless : bat 
the white reflidents buy her oflkes, and she makes a scanty 

living. That eveiiiDg the missioimries visited our shii^, and 
I enjoyed sweet communion with them for several hours. 
Noble men! sincere Christians! Intelligent gentlemen! 
€rod Spare them cUid bless theui in their loved employ I 

Next morning our beaulitul ship untblded her white 
wings to the wind, and as if refreshed by her repose in the 
quiet river, dashed swiilly on toward the 8pray and the 
wave. Civilization is advancing even in Africa. The roar 
of cannon, the plunging of heavy anchors, the rush of the 
paddle-wheel, have disturbed the gambols of the hippopo- 
tami, and the river-horse no longer rolls iu the lower 
floods of the Gambia. Tlie Hon, the leopard, and the stately 
elephant are disappearing from its banks; the numick- 
ing parrot has already carried the echoes of the steam- 
whistle into the deep forests of the interior — the voice of a 
bird telling the dawn of a coming day— and ailer them shall 
follow, with slow but steady tread, the heralds of religion 
ami the sons of trade. The march of humanity is 
"onward I" l*rogress is inevitable, mid " kT^^^vledgo shall 
be increased unto the end,*' saith the Lord of Hosts ! 



CHAPTEli V. 



8IXBXA LXOVS, 

Given Wden Again— Enttanoe of the 8iem Leone— Adtcre on the Bar 
^Th* Sailor'a Loto for Ida Ship— SaUiath Honing in ^erra Leone 
—Freetown— Loolung for n Xcthodki Chnreh— Snglish Distinction! 
of Church and Chapel — Congregations of KatiTea — XaliTe Preacberf 
—Good ftcndinr— DIsappolQtment Ko. S— Wcslcjan Cbapei— Metho- 
dist Liturgy — An Intelligent Congregatiou — A Troubleeome Nose — 
Good Singing — Christian Sympathy euprrior to Prejndicf» — Mrs. Stowe 
in AfncfroBoT. Mr. Teal of the fii^liah Methodkt Mtwoo— fiiem 
Lewae. 

«^GBKBir waters, again!" said the officer, just relieved 
from the momiDg watcb^ as be passed tbroagh the ward- 
room to his berth. In a moment we iniagitu d that our ship 
pitched more lightly, and persuading our ieet into a pair of 
Indiarrnbber oTeraOs, ascended to the quarterdeck for a 
monthftil of fresh air. An hour after we made signal for a 
pilot, and early in the aiieruoou auother brtechesless Aiiglo- 
AMean, yenerable and greyheaded, crawled over the gang- 
way with a hnndle of clothes under his arm and the 
credentials of a pilot between his toctli. The mist and fog 
began to clear away, and soon the high mountains of Sierra 
Leone made their apponrance above the donds, like islands 
flofttinii^ in the lur. Night overtook us on the bar, and the 
pilot, becoming a little confused in his bearings, and not 
making sufficient allowance for our draught of water, ran us 
aground on a subme rged sand-bank. Then followed a scene 
of excitement, but without coufusiuu. The cumuiander, 

Vi 
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J. JEL who has always been equal to his emergenciesy 
sprung to the horse-block, all hands were on deck in a 

moment, orders were passed and executed with the rapidity 
of thought, boats were hjwered and kedges were carried 
out without delay.- The tide "was still rising, and after 
fifteen minutes of hard bumping to the ship, and hard work 
to her men, we floated uH' into deep water without tlie 
slightest izy ury. An hour after, we dropped anchor in . the 
smooth Sierra Leone, now the broad mirror of a Uionsind 
stars. A hundred lights were shining from the windows 
of Freetown, and, feeling grateful that we were once more 
among the haUtations of men, we slept that night nnrocked 
by the tossings of the deep. 

Wo occasionally lind in our life-experiences that those 
indefinable and self-willed cr^tures of our being, called 
siTections, often ding with strong attachment to things 
inaiiiinate ; nor is it an abuse of language to say that we 
may love such things as we may love persons or quahties. 
The farmer loves the tree that he has planted and trained ; 
the soldier loves the blade that has served him in battle;, 
and the sailor loves the ship that has borne him safely 
jlfTongh storms. We felt the stirrings of this latent af eo- 
JKb. that night, as our good ship struck heavily with each 
l^fall of the wave on that shallow bar, and the possibility of a 
trreck glanced through our mmds. From the number of 
e^^oats, the proximity gf the shore and the smoothness 
of the sea, there was no dang<Dr of loss of life, or personal 
property, and indeed such a wreck would have terminated 
an unpleasant cruise ; yet we felt that we could weep to see 
Ifce'fSfdiimbers of our iaithftil ship bleaching on a fordgn 
flhore j^i^ the possibility that she that had carried us safdy 
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over a thousand angiy wares, and proudly waved our flag 
among strangers, as if conscioos herself of the dignity of 

lier mission, siKyiiKl come to so ignoble an enrl, touched 
every heart witli pity and strained every nerve to her 
assistanoe. Phrenologists call this love local attachment,^* 
and I suppose that its presence wonld be indicated by a 
"buiup'^ — but bump, or no bump, it exists in all good 
sailors, and is often, in degree and kind, umilar to the love 
which they bear fer }>crson8 or principles. The sailor needs 
no nuttiraiization, ontli of fealty, tlireatcnin*:^ or reward, to 
attach him to his shi}) ; -^o long as she bears him safely 
through the gale, and famishes him with a hammock and a 
home, he will fight for her safety and honor, bear what flag 
she mav. 

m 

Next morning the bright sun of an October Sabbath 
revealed the flourishing city of Freetown ; resting on the 

northern part of the high ridge called Sierra Leone — ^Lion's 
Kidgc — ^and i>tretching along tlie shore a mile and a half. • 
The bine hills still mantled in the mists of morning, the 
deep and sombre valleys now changing ^dth the silvery 
light to more cheerful hues, the solemn forests and the 
silent shore, the majestic river in its noiseless flow, the 
waveless bay, unruffled by an oar, the qiuet city and the 
cheerful fields, all soemed conscious that a holy day had 
come — u day of rest, and sileut adoration. The music of the 
church-bells carried us fiir over the wave, and we min|(M 
unseen in the worships of our own hearths and altars; bat 
another glance, and the tall cottonwoods on the Ijcach, the 
graceful palms, waving in the light winds on the hiUsid^^ 
the clustering coooanut trees, which shade the streets of the 
city, reminded na that we were in the climes of the ami ; in 
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AfiicS) fiftvage Afiica, but AfKoa waking up with a smile on 

her face to welcome the blusbiugs of the Christian Sabbath. 

I went ashoro in the first boat, and, landing at a sab- 
stantial stone pier^ accepted the serrices of a weQ-dressed 
negro, who proposed to " show Massa Kaptmg anywhere 
for a sixpence," and turned my steps to find a Methodist 
oharch. A few seconds' walk brought us to the heart of 
the city, where, in the centre of a square, stands a large 
stone church in the Gothic style, which may be considered 
as the cathedral of the place. 

^ Dis de church ob Huigland^" said my gmde, and with 
the hope that his sixpence was gained, proposed that I 
should go to church there, assuring me that they had 
M Mighty good white people preachbg, Kaptmg, and plenty 
prayers!" 

I was struck with the size and neat appearance of the 
houses, and the cleanliness of the streets. The houses of 
• the government officials are large and well built ; so are the 
various public buildings ; and beside these, there are a great 
number of brick, stone, and frame-houses, occupied by 
natives, which display taste and means. From these down 
to the huts of watUe-work, daubed with mud and thatched 

with palm-ixrass, the same attention to order and cleanliness 
was maui^t, and that in an extraordinary degree for an 
African town. The suburbs are occupied by thousands of 
tltvee huts, attached to each of which there is generally a 
small garden, and among them cocoanut trees, affording 
both fruit and shade in abundance. 

The streets were thronged with well-dressed negroes, on 
their way to church, and had it not been for the tropical 
ahade trees, and the occasional appearance of an untamed 
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Afrioaa, in eliirt and old hat, or a turbaaed Kaodingo, I 

could have iancied myself in the suburbs of a southern city. 
Alter walking a quarter of a mile or more, we stopped at 
another ehuicb, where a natiye pveaoher, m aoiplioe and 
bands, was commenomg the aerrioe of the Ghtordi of Eng- 
land, He was Ibliowed by a large congregation, who, with 
prayer-booka in hands, read the responaea with a great deal 
of nnction. 

**This is not the place, sir!" I said to my guide; "I 
begin to fear that you don't know where the Methodist 
ehnrch isf** 

O yes, Kapting, a Utile farder 
Another quarter of a mile, and a large, white stone build- 
ing shone through the eocoanuts ; rural English, in every 
feature ; such a one, doubtless, as oasts its shadow on the 
*' aged thorn," which Gray hath written into inimoitaliiy. 
A little nearer and I heard the congregation singing the 
Ghria in JEkoMs^ but as English Methpdists have had the 
good sense to retun this inimitable hymn in ^«r Sj^day 
bcrvice," I thought it worth while to look in • but, behold 
two black gentlamen in surplices and bands 1 

Wrong again, sir,** said I to Tobiaa, my guide, who, 
like myself, was in a glow from hard walking and the hot 
sun. lie touched Im iiat very respectfully, saying : 

Thar be plenty more, aa, appose dis no suit Maa £ap- 
tmg." 

•'Husv far to the next?" 

'* >Bout half a mile, Kaptmg I" 

I sat down on the belfry steps and listened to the deaoen 

reading the first lesson. He read well, ennnda^g dis- 
tinctly the final syllable of preterits ending in ^^ed^" a 
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pnotice wblf^ English scholars observe everywhefe, bat in 

some of the southern and westi ru States, and which raises 
Uije dignity of Scripture language above the vulgar abbrevi- 
stiona of the common colloquial. Bat the poor leliow made 
terrible work with fais «^h>8'«; and had that defect m the 
pruuuunciatioQ of "r»' like a broad — which is peculiar to 
the affected fiaglishman and the American snob. He was 
English in bis religion, his edacation, with its exeellenoes 
and defects, and in everything else hut color. The congre- 
gation, GiumberiDg near two hundred, were neatly dressed 
in European style, except a few Sabbath-school children, 
and were attoiUve and devotional. 

N'ow,'* Raid I to Tobia«, *' yon have deceived me thrice, 
yon may go about your business, and TU hold on to the 
ozpenoe.^' 

•* If you please, Massa Kapting, I take you to one more 
church." 

"Howfiir?»» ^ 

''jJBoutmRe: other side town.*' 

^yEsthat the church of the Methodist mission?" 

^ Tell you de trufe, Kaptiog, I donno what church dad be." 
thought as mach,'* said I. 

♦♦Perhaps the Kapting want to see some de chapels?" 

*' Ah, boy, that gives me a little light. You Englishmen " 
— Tobias straightens np— '^call nothing church bat the 
English Oharch?" 

" Jes so, Kapting; de oder is chapels.** 

" Very good ; now, I want to go to the chapel of the 
Methodist mission : do yon know where that is?" 

He Boratched his head a moment, and brought cat a veiy 
reluctant ]^o, sa.'* 
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" What chapek do you know 
Plenty ; I knows two Lady Honliiigdons, one African ; 
there used to be Baptis, but he ahut up now, and I knows 
hcaj) o' Wo^lcyans." 

^ Ah, Tobias^ now you atiike me i Excuse my stupidity 1 
that's the one I want— take me to the prindpal Weslcyaa 
chapel." 

We had a very long walk, the sim was hot, and, as usual 
when I needed one, I had no umbrella.. We arrived at the 

chapel — a largo building of stone, under the same roof as 
the mission house — -just in lime to hear the concluding 
prayers of the morning service. It may be necessary here 
to infi>nn the reader that among aU Methodists, except 
those of the United States, the form of prayer as abridged 
by John Wesley from the Book of Common Prayer of the 
English Episcopal Church, is used every Sunday morning 
before preachiug. Dr. Gumming, I think it is who remarks 
that " no people can use the service like the Methodists." 
The author would add, and none others stand so much in 
need of it, as some compensation for the incohereni^Himd 
oversights, at times;, inseparable from extemporary prayers. 

In nothing is the sound sense and moderation of Wesley 
so marked as in this, that while endeavoring to reform a 
system whose life was almost extinct, and whore mere form 
had taken the place of spirituality and power, he did not 
eschew all £>rm, and while endeavoring to cultivate the giit 
and exercise of extemporaneous prayer, for private and 
pul)lic w<M'sliip, he 8till found place, and saw the necessity 
for a liturgy. Tiiere is no liiding the ikct from those who 
are acquainted with Wesley an Methodism,*' that where, 
in this and other respects, Mr. Wesley is closely followed. 
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a type of Methodistio piety deyelops^ for which in American 
Methodism (TJ. S.) there is no counterpart. We shall see 

this exemplified, to soiao extent, m ihc inhn^ion iiekU oC 

The preacher officiating was a black man, dressed in 
black clothes, relieved by a necktie of spotless white. He 

read as only spiritually-minded men can read, and his re- 
spectable looking audience responded as those only can re* 
spond who understand and feel what they say. A polite 
sexton, out of respect to my brass buttons, I suppose, led 
me to the furthest scat in tlic amen corner. It was cush- 
ioned comfortably, and supplied with books — a Bible, a 
prayer book, called ^ Sunday-Service of the Methodists,** 
and a liyuin book. A venerable black gentleman, in tlie 
uniform of an English army oflicer, was the only occupant 
of the seat besides myself, and aA«r my long and hot walk, 
1 iuund the ample and soft cnshion a pleasant rcstinor place. 
There was but one element of discomfort : my unfortunate 
ol^u^ries would keep reminding me that there were ccitain 
oddiiterous particles afloat in the atmosphere not exactly 
to their liking. But this was not as bnd as it nVight have 
been, ibr I had the advantage of an open window ; yet I 
could not help thinking sometimes that there was a very 
large flock of goats from Mount GUead, or some other fra- 
grant place, out ill the garden ; or a great many swamp- 
rabbits under the house, with, perhaps, a muskrat or two. 
The Africans are fond of perfumes I 

The preacher gave out a hymn in slioit mensnre, which 
was sung to Cranbrook; the mnsic was led by the teachers 
and scholars of the Sabbath-school, who occupied the front 
Beats. Thoy song well* Jr attaining a good knowledge of 
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the science^ they had not lost the spirit ; and to the s^mit 
of miisio was added the sotd of prayer. The congregation 

genersdly followed ; thoy stood while they sung, although 
this was the second or third singing, and I doubt not but 
the sacrifice was accepted before the Throne. 

My spirit also was stirred with gratitude and love. I had 
been long thirsting lor the assembly of the saintf^, and just 
Bach praise as this. I felt that I was among God's people^ 
however ignorant or obscnre they may have been, and I 
felt that whatever else divukd us, wc were one in dejiravity 
and darknj^^ ono in dependence and frailty, one in the ioi- 
mortal hopes of the eternal redemption that is in Jesns 
Christ. Deep in my own conscionsness I Ibund a sympathy 
that claimed brotlierhood with those who expressed tlieir 
wants and hopes in the songs and prayers that expressed 
mine — a sympathy that is superior to questions of original 
unity or divei-sity of races, intellectual comparison!?, or social 
caste, 3Ienioi y, too, was busy. The singing carried me 
back to Andrew Chape), Savannah, to camp gronnds in 
Middle Georgia, where ** the darkeys »* make night mclodions 
with their simple sonc^s and inimitable music ; and with 
camp-meetings came the friends and labors, and successes 
and sorrows, of other days ; the spiritual and sympathetic 
in me were aroused in unison, and the better part of my 
nature w:is soon thousands of miles away, revellhig some- 
where between Griffin, Georgia, and the third heavens. 
When I came to myself, I alone was standing, the preacher 
was taking his text, my handkerchief was at my eyes, and 
my spectacles were dim with moisture. I felt ashamed of 
myself. 

The text was, My people do not consider," of wliich the 
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preacli* r iiinde good use, as illustrating Ms topic, which was 
The Sm of logratitade. His renuurka were phuD, in good 
grammar and exoellent 9&aae, I felt espeomlly interested 
in the latter portion of his discourse, where he touchiugly 
and beaatiMlj reminded his hearers of the darkness and 
death in which the missionaries found him and them. He 
compared their condition, temporallj and sjariiually, wiLh 
that of their fathers, with that of their brethren still in bar- 
Iwism, and finally with that of their race in America, 
where they live on roots, Mid do the work of bmte 
beasts." Ah, stupid I ' said I to myself, " why go beyond 
yoor depth, and spoil ail I thought that if it were every 
way conyenient, I shonid hare been glad of the privilege 
of enlighteninc; botli preacher and people on this point. 
After service, I introduced myself, as a southern Methodist, 
to tihe preacher, and enjoyed half an hour's chat with him 
at the missbn house, where I mtimated that his description 
of the condition of the colored race in the United States 
was new to me. Imagine my surprise when the gentleman 
quoted from the "Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin,^ and asked 
me if I did not admire Mrs. Stowc. I rej)lied that " as a 
tcriter^ I admired her j and that tlie most ardent admirers 
of her intellect were Southern men." 
«'Howisthat,sur?'> 

*• Why, out of the South she is complimented in that she 
possesses an imagination which can form a beantiiui and 
attractive story out of a few pUun characters, acts of cruelty 
and pictures of sufi^ring. In the South, we know that not 
only did her imagination supply the dreiihing and paint, but 
even the characters and the so called ^fiicts,' and that, 
therefore, as a ereative genius, which is the highest order 
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of geniiifl, we oonnder lier ^anHo-^hat abt! for her 
Teracity." 

Thus is abolitionism doing its accursed work; spreading, 
even in Afiica, the yenom of &laekood, and engendering 
strife. 

The Uev. Mr. Teal arrived soon alter service. He i?, ^>r<> 
tempore^ superintendent of iUo missions here; a sturdy. 
Strong-minded EngUsbman, and a devoted missionaiy. I 
dined with him, and in the evening Tinted the Sahhath- 
school attached to the premises, uud addressed tlie teachers 
and children, A soathem Methodist preacher was a erea- 
tore Mr. Teal had never seen before, and for that reason 

took great interest iu learnini^^ lay opinion.s on the vexed 
question" which divided the American cliurch, and as he 
heard, perceived that the question is a little more knotty 
than one-sided readers generally suppose. I spent a delight- 
ful evcnino^ in his society. I H>un»l liim a gentlemau and a 
brotlier; and I returned aboard at sunset, wearied and 
profited by the exerdsea of the day. 

The extensive and fertile tract called Sierra Leone was 
pui chased from the natives by the English government, and 
here, in 1787, they established a colony. For more than a 
century previous to this, Sierra Leone had been an import- 
ant tr:i<linrr station, where the Englii>h maintained a fort 
for tijc protection of their traders, and whence they ex- 
ported thousands of slaves annually. The original settlers 
of the colony were blades, stolen from the Americans during 
the War of Independence. To these, in 1792, were added 
a few hundred free negroes from Nova Scotia. Many of 
these poor creatures died in the acdimatitig fever, but their 
places were supplied by thousands of Africans taken from 



amBA. UKBn. 



88 



Blave-ships ca])turcd byEnglisli iiicn-of-war ; fui at this timo 
the English lia«l become almost as zcaluus in capttnin'^ 
slaTers they had previously been ia supplyiDg them. The 
natives of the colony are, for the most part, children of re- 
captured slaves ; and this population is anuually increased 
by the cargoes of the slave vessels which the British croisera 
continue to capture along the Western Coast, 

How this colony has prospered, what is the present state 
of its laws, commerce aad religion, we shall see in our next 
chapter. In thinking over the scenes of the day, as I sat 
in my room that night, I oonld hardly realize that I was in 
AtVica. Yet, this is Africa; Africa inidcr tlic cor.LroI of the 
British mind, and the iuthicncc of tlio Christian religion* 
Tfarongh these, behold what hath God wrought I 



CHAPTER VI. 



Tlic Author invites liiiiiself to Creakfa^t— A Morning Wfv!k— Geology of 
the Distriot — Ciu>>^iii;i — I'll vsioirnotiiv a!i'I Civilization — AtIvio<" tc ■ 
llf'ador — Bird> — A World Alive — Vil!:if^o of AVilbcrforce — Rov. Mr. 
Dillon — Kvidincos of Civilization — School and ScliolMrs — Cliar/iclcr of 
the .Sitican — ^i'opukliou iuid Cla&siilcAkiou of luk^UiUuits — Languigei, 
etc. 

Befoiii: loavini^ Mr. l\;ilo, on Sunday evening, he fur- 
nished me with a note oi' introductiuu to )us <x>-lab^iroi^ 
Bev, Mr. Dillon, who was then reBiding" at the village. oC 
Wilberforco, two milos from Freetown, in charge of the miflh 
sions :mhI sclmnls ;it tliitl place, Xkis note I sent b^' a i^itive 
to Jkiir. Dillon, that evening, with another inarming hUnt^^^t 
I would do myself the pleasure of break&sting with hSm 

The grey thivvn founJ me at the landing, and sunrise ovejc- 
took me on tlio broad and smooth turnpike xo&d lypkg hiBh. 
twoen Freetown and Wilberforce. Bright mornings iire ex^ 
hiliiratiiin: to thu bpiiiu, iuul excite an ,'i]tprociatiuu of.Uifi 

beautiiUI wherever we may be ; but here, where nature rdgna 
in wildest majesty, the ideas which the scenery excites are 

those of the sublime rather limn tlie l)eauliriil. Tiie high 
momilains still gathered round them the clouds of night ; 
the deep forest, where the lion and leopard prowl, stretched 
away till it seemed lost in the sky, ])re8enting many shades 
of red light and struggling darkness ; the broad river, roll- 
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ing in solemn Ln'm ldn- from the mysterious depths of the 
ooknowB ^ds of the interior^ reflected the warm haee of 
the moming sun like a sea of molten brass ; and the recol 
lection that I was gazing on the abodes of wild beasts, i)oi 
sonoas reptiles, and savage man, added the chann of wild 
ness to the sublime pletnre. 

The gay plumage and unmusical notes of the numerous 
wild birds, the countless forms of insect and animal life, the 
endless Tariety of Inxoriaat weeds, and flowers, and trees, 
serve here to remind the traveller, nnstndied in natore's 
tropical aspects, that he is a Btrauger and in a strange land. 
Yet not entirely a stranger, for though the i&ona and flora 
be not those of his own soil and son, in the igneons, and 
stratified formations, and fermginous clays, which form the 
rock and surface of this district, he may find combinations 
which in their elements, relative posidons and arraogementB 
are the same, and obey the same laws, as the snr&ce of the 
fields and quarries of his own lionic : so that in mother eai*th 
at least he is an old acquaintance* The geological effects of 
climate are comparatively trifling, and, theieibre, the prac- 
tical j i l o - L t may be as much at home, and apply his prin- 
ciples with equal confidence in the unilbrmity of the results, 
on the bimks of the Kiger or Nile, as on the banks of the 
Potomac or Mississippi. 

I met a ^reat i:i;niy natives on their way to market, car- 
rying firuits, poultry, and baked fish. Fish, when baked, 
will keep for a long time, even in this climate, and they form 
here an important article of trade among the negroes. 
Sitting down to rest under the sliudc of a pahn tree, I 
amused myself in asking questions of those who passed along 
tbe road, and in guessing, from the expreasioB of the fiice, as 
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to whether they were ^Mahometans, Christians or heathens. 
The Mahometan is unmistakable ; oonscious of Ids superiority 
over his savage brethren, he is erect, dignified and sullen* 
The Christian, by whom I mean him who has re- 
ceived more or Ic^ education, and has renounced gris- 
grisism, presents a cast of face quite £uniliar to tho 
Southerner ; good-natared, more or leas intelligent, with a 
blending of self-consequenoe. Th(} ])oc)r heathen comes 
along, nigger ail over his iacc may express a good or 
bad temper ; and a greater or less degree of sensuality, but, 
generally, it is milit by intelligence, and, when nnexcited, is 
unmeaning iu expresiiou. Ot" course the reader will not 
suppose that all the Mahometans look proud, all the Cbna- 
tianircd amiable and intelligent, or all the untaught, stupid 
and brutish. AVc present tlicso merely as represeniutivo 
men, or types of the three classes ; and with these ideas in 
mind, we went to guessing, and in nineteen guesses made 
but one mistake I — ^that of taking a krooman for a Christian 
— aii<i iie had been for three years in cont^ict with civilized 
men in the Enghsh service. He must be blind indeed who, 
in going from the southern States to the West Coast of 

Africa, or, in comparing tlie Christianized with the heathen 
African, will not be persuaded that civilization shows its effects 
in the increased intelligence and beauty of the human fiu». 

If the reader is now impatient for his break&st, let us re- 
mind him that Gordon Cummiug's wait-a-bit thorns" are 
very abundant in Sierra Leone, and that we are now taking 
a by-path through ^ the bush and if he has not nme hun- 
dred lives to spare, and cannot aOord to be liarrowcd to 
death with thorns two or three times a day, as was that gen* 
tleman, he had better be patient. 
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The birds along our path were very numerous. My guide, 
an inteliigcut boy of the church misaion school, '\vhom I 
picked tip OD the road, oaUed mj attention to a little fellow 
aboat the sue of a wren, in a jet black plumage, which he 
exchanged in the ramy season for one of pure white. In a 
tree, not iar ol^ a number of parraqueta, in brilliant green 
and red, and not larger than a lark, which he called love 
birds, were keeping up a very unmusical conversation, 
tumbling, swinging, and pirouetting the while, like a set of 
young mountebanks at rehearsal* In an old field close by, a 
where a number of cows were grazing, a flock of long-legged 
white birds, resembling pigeons, seemed to be amusing them- 
selves in hopping from the ground to the backs of the qattle, 
with whom they seemed on very familiar terms. My guide 
said they were gathering insects. In the palm trees over- 
head, paim-bii'ds, of bright yellow and black plumage, were 
chattering around their ingenioudy^wronght nests, which 
swung from the branches. Half a dozen yarietiefl of ants 
were pursuing theii* labors at our feet. Insects and lizards 
sported in the rank grass around, and the earth, the woods, 
the air, in every direction, stirred with animal life. 

We reached the village and the misaon-house where we 
found Mr. Diilon awaiting our arrival, with a clieorful and 
hearty greeting ; and when I say that he is a Christian, a 
man of taste and letters, and a Wekhmany what further 

gum anty can bo asked for a warm welcome, a good broak- 
ikst, and a pleasant day ? The early part of the forenoon 
was quite close and sultry, but at ten o'clock a cool breese 
from the sea rustled among tlie palm leaves near the oottagc, 
and, provided with umbrellas, we sallied forth to visit the 
mission school, and the summer residence of an E ng lis h 
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oiBoear of the oolonj. In going throngh the Tillage we 
passed several very neat cottages, snrrounded by 2^i\\'paw, 
banana, :im I palm trees, and fumi«?hed with well and taste- 
fully oultivaU.cd gardens^ 'which contained fine heads of cab- 
bage, and calinary vegetables &miliar to American eyes. 
Ohiekens, goats and pigs strolled abont the streets, and 
everything gave evidence of the advance of civilization. 
The occapants of these houses are g^ierally persons who 
have grown np in the colony, and after receiving the radi- 
ments of an English education, pursue some trade or mecha- 
nical art. Most of them belong to some church, and all 
seem aqnring after a higher civilusation and a more liberal 
edocation for themselves and theur ddldren. 

In 'what strikiiiL^ contrast stands beside these, the squalid, 
smoky, and hi thy mud hat of the recently arrived and re- 
eaptnred slave, or the unyielding savage. What an unan- 
swerable argument, and constant appeal do these natives 
present to their savage brethren, in the comfortable appear- 
ance of theur homes and persons, their superior intelligence, 
and the respect which they enjoy as members of the civil 
commnnitv. 

In the school we found about lifty scholars, between the 
ages of five and fifteen, under the superintendence of a 
colored teadier, himself a graduate of the Methodist mission 
school, and a good Engiisii scliolar, assisted by his wife, a 
sensible looking woman. When I was introduced the scho- 
lars rose to their feet, exclaiming " Good monung, ear.'* A 
few of the better scholars, boys and girls, were called to the 
front seats, where the toaclior examined them in arithmetic, 
and at the request of Mr, Dillon I gave them a few quea* 
tions in geography, grammar, and sacred history. They 
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acquitted tbefmselviefl well, and showed that they not only 
memorized rales but understood their application. 

After attaining the age of fifteen, and learning the rudi- 
ments of an English education, they are genendly appren- 
ticed to some trade in the colony. Here, as in some other 
communities, ninny of the natives are too poor to sup})ort 
their children at sc lu)ol, although the schooling oosts them 
nothing, and the chHdren arc sent forth at an early ago to 
pick up alivinij: as best they can; these, contracting habits 
of idleness, grow up useless members of society. 

Those who are of good character, studious habits, and in- 
telligence, are transferred to the higfa-schoo), where they 
are supported by the Church, and prepared for teaching or 
the ministry. It is to be regretted that here, as evi ry- 
where else among the missions of civilization and religion 
on the coast, so little attention has been paid to the culti- 
vation of the soil, and that m few of these children are 
brought up to pursue agriculture as a means of living. 

It is sometimes the case that when these young people, 
after receiving some education, and some knowledge of a 
trade or art, are thrown upon their own resources, aod 
cannot find constant employment in their proper calling, 
they become discouraged, and, yielding to those tempta- 
tions to idleness, so powerful over the African tempera- 
ment, presented by a warm climate, where enough to 
sustain life may bo gathered with little labor, and public 
opinion tolerates a shirt and hat as full dress, they relapse 
into a state of comparative heathenism. 

Yet, the ihct stands confessed that these are exceptional 
cases. A vf ry large majority of those who had been 
trained at the schools, brought into tho churches, and 
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taught that idleness ia sinful and labor virtuous, coDtinne 
attached to the ideas and pursue the praotioea of eiviUzed 
life. The children of SHch are growing up with wants and 
tastes, some of them not very commeodable, wlncli ihe 
civilized estate alone can supply* They form a taste for 
the dress> the meats and drinks, the luxuries, the manners, 
of white men, they a.sj)ii c lieartiiy ;i:tcr position in society, 
and to gratify themeclvcs, they must labor. These wants, 
to those brought up in them, are in a sense natural, and, 
therefore, to relapse into barbarism and forego all these 
would be to them unniitural. 

IVue, the Afrioan is peculiarly lazy," whether bond or 
free, that is, as compared with the Gaul, the Celt or th« 
Anglo-Saxon, and iVoni this fact it is predicted that ho will 
not retain even a low degree of civilization when letl to 
himself Those who have studied the character of the 
negro, whether at their own firesides in the Southern 
States, or in the woods of Africa, are aware that nature, 
just in her compensations, has given him counterbalancuig 
qualities. Who has not laughed at the assumed dignity of 
Uncle Ned, who carries his master's koys, or tho iniitative- 
ncss of Jim, the house-boy, in putting on his master's airs? 
These qualities then, which in the African are pecvUarly 
developed, pride or personal importance and imitation, 
will counterbalance his peculiar indolence ; and while he 
has a superior being to imitate, or a position of importance 
open to his aspirations, and these I presume he always will 
have, he will be as likely to labor as most other men. 
The principle will ai)ply to the civilized African in his civil 
as well as in his social character and relations. In Sierra 
Leone there is rapidly growing up in the public mind a 
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respect for those who lire and dress in tha European 
styles, and an abhorrence of all things heathenish. Offices 

in the dvil and military departments of the governmt nt 
are open to educated natives. Educatiun is creatiiiij^ wants 
which aivilization alone can supply ; Christianity is enlighten- 
ing and elevating, and making the darkness of heathenism 
visible and hideous. Willi these influences Jirected by 
British minds, it would seem tliat civilization has a perma- 
nent foothold in western Afirica. 

I must not forget my friend, Mr. Dillon, with whom, in 
walking and talking, and catmg and drinkiutr, I ppcnt a 
day which surpassed in realization the delightfol anticipap 
tions of the mommg. The present population of Sierra 
Leone is 47,000, of whom less than 20,000 are females. 
This inequality is owing to the iact that a majority of 
the recaptured slaves hare bem males; they being more 
valuable in the trade. 

The towns of the Colony are Freetow n, Kissey, "Water- 
loo, Wilberforce and Kent. The population of Freetown is 
16,022. Thb population embraces three disUnct classes, 
who, in point of civilization and numbers, rank as follows : 
First, the natives of the colony, who are English subjects, to 
whom may bo added the freed slaves who have resided a 
dozen years in the colony. These supply the schools and 
churches with members, and may be called, in the general 
sense of the term, the Christian community. The English, 
with the peculiar accent of our low countries and a dash of 
cockney, is their lanjj^uagc. I found great difficulty in 
understanding those who were born on otlier paits of the 
coast, even when they had resided in the colony, and had 
been speaking English ten or fifteen years; but they under- 
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stood me distiuctiy, even in lecturing. This is the most 
nimieroiis oIa«k Secondly, the residents and natives of tiie 
colony who belong to snrroiindbig tribes. Among these, 
the most important are the families of the Mandiugo tribe, 
who redde in Freetown, and thoae of the Pulah tribe 
called, bj Mr. Bowen, Palhos. They are Mabometans, 
and are not subjects of tlio En;:;lisli Crown. They arc 
allowed to reside in quarters appropriated to them, in 
consideration of which they pay certain taxes. Thirdly, 
the liberated Afnoaas who bare been brought to the 
colony in the course of the past ten yc/irs. ]\Inny of these 
retain their heathenish habits and ideas, yet the younger 
and more intelligent of them learn to labor readily, and 
some of them become members of Sabbath-sohools and the 
(yliurch. The colonists represent more than two hundred 
tribes ; indeed, I snppose that there ia scarcely a tribe on 
the West Coast, or a hundred miles from it, which has not 
a representative here; and here, though English is the 
language of the colony, and understood by a majority of 
the residents^ one hundred African languages are spoken. 
A Yocabulary has been compiled and published, lately, con- 
taining three thousand words, in one hundred dialects. 

How many interesting biographies might be gathered 
here, fbU of wildest adventure in states of li^ with which 
civilized men have no acquniutnnce ! Afauy of these people 
before entering the slave-ship had never seen the face of 
a white man. Taken as captives, in the wars which are 
constantly occurring between the tribes of the mterior, or 
stolen from the ir lints at night, or sold by their own parents 
or masters, they were hurried to the coast and exchanged 
jEbr a trifling sum of money, or European clothes and guns^ 
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Thm oame the feUen and hand-ciiffi^ ttd thedoee qaarten 
of the white man omtitoo,^' where they lay Bide and side 
in the apartments or decks but three feet high, with but 
little air, aad no light. Then oame ieaHnelmeMi and thai 
ship Hby^Tj thimung oat their thronged ranks. Then the 
inan-of-vvtii" heavcb iii bight, and they hear cannons and 
see the excitement of their keepers ; they are overtaken ; 
white men who put on their j&tters knock them ofi^ transfer 
them to another Teasel, and land them in a strange ooimtry, 
though it be Africa. How they wonder at all this ^ and 
without interpreters to explain, they often remain in the 
oolony £>r years before they understand it. 

Au intelligent Fantce, who liad been in the colony a 
dozen years or so, gave me, in substance, this account 
of himself : 

Our people de make war ; I be stout boy ; I go make 
war. We go six day in the country ; wo see war people 
eome ; we fight ; heap oar people be kill. Night come, we 
sleep de woods. Jn de night war people come ; he make 
no noise; he take we knife an' we gun; den some we 
people see him an' make noise. Me an' twenty my people 
be tie by the neek, an' he drag nm to do bush, and we see 
we people no more. De trade man carry me to de barra- 
coon (a house where slaves are kept) a» sell to white man 
in ship; heap we people be dare — ^heap die. Man-war 
ship come ; take we people dis country. He say, dis be 
your country (Sierra Leone) ; I say, no, dis no be Uke a niy 
country; dis people no de talk my people plavcr. I no 
like mn; I want see my people long time. Missionary tell 
me, go school, go diapel ; I go ; some my people be dare; 
he tell me 'bout God an' Jesus. I like hear urn. Mis- 
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Bionary teach me heap. Me pray long time ; den Jesus 
come ; I tink I see de Lord. Me feel so good. I sav dis 

country be betta au my country. Tank de Lord I come 
666 dis people," 

"Don't yon want to go back to yonr conntry now,** 
said L ' 

Please dc Lord, I liko a tell a me people 'bout dis ear 
'ligion an* de blessed Jesns ; bnt I no kin go ; I prky tfo 
Lord he send dem missionary people for tell 'my pco|de 

ljf)w (or do." . ... 

Similar to tbi^s is the experience of many of those irho 
have become religions, and by indostry make a o6mfi>ita6lie 

living; ])ut many ollicrs there arc upon -whom contact 
"with uiviii/alion lins Lad no more cfToct tliau it has upon 
monkeys. They learn a few of the tricks or viisee of 
civilieed men, and, indolent and nnhnppy, are always pjining 
for the greater jQ-ccdom of theii* previous state. 



CHAPTER VIL 



SrBRBA. CONGLUDSD. 

Beronne of the Cdtoii7--6of«niiiieiii--Comnierfi«--Trade wltli the 
n* & — Schools and Churches — Methodist Miflsions— Bct. Mr. Bowen's 
Ytew of Freetown — Advantages of Sierra Leone lui a Mission Fielil— 
Hon. Mr. Smythc — Rev. Mr. Jones— Pleasant Hours — The Man- 
dinjiocs — An Appeal foi* Arabic Bibles and other Books — Questions 
cotKcrui:)^ ( !irist — ^Ingcnuitjr of Uandingo Mechanics— Jiarkeft of 
Freetown— Adieu, 

• 

Thb revendte of the colony of Sien*a Leone is derived from 
a direct tax imposed on all holders of reai-cstate, and from 

the custom-house receipts. Every freeholder pays an 
annual tax of one dollar and twenty cents ; but when his 
estate is worth more than $100, he pays five per cent, per 
annnm on his income. In 1865, this rerenne amounted to 
one hundred and twenty thousand dollars. The expenses 
of the colony are but a trifle in excess of this ; it is, there- 
fore, evident, that in a year or two it will be self-support- 
ing, and soon will be a source of wealth to the British 
crown directly, as it has long been to her merchants. The 
roadsy bridges, wharves and other works of pahllc utility, 
are kept in order by a tax of thurty-six eenis, per capita^ 
collected A-om every able-bodied adult resident. A week's 
work on the road may be substituted for this. 

The judicial law of the colony is the common law of 
England, administered by petty magistrates, a chief justice, 
and a chief magistrate. Crhninal cases, as with us, are tried 
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by a jury. The leguyatlve body is a ooimcil cbainl>er, 
of whidi the goyenior is prendent, and of whidi the 

bkliop, coluiiial fiecretJiry, collector of customs, chief 
magistratei aad the ohief of the police are permaaent 
members. 

The eommeroe of Sierra Leone is rapidly increaatng, and 

ooQsideriiig the age of the colony, and the dLsadvautages 
under which it haa labored, from the character of its 
inhabitants, and the firequent dianges among its olBcero by 
death and reniuvals, has already attained to quite noticeable 
proportions. In 1855, the value of importations amounted 
to 1574,600, and the exports to |852,t35. The prodnetiona 
of the present year (1858) may be safely estimated at one 
million of dollars. From Lieut. Myers, of our ghip, i 
received the following statement : 
*^ The number of American vesseki which arriyed in the 

port of Freetown in the course of eiLdit months, in the 
year 1856, is seventeen. Total tomiage, 3,722. Cargoes 
imported were general, mainly flour and other proTi^ons.'' 

The more important articles of exportiition are timber, 
palm-oil, pea-nuts and palm-nuts. The teakwood, of w hich 
large quantities are shipped to England, is highly valuable 
in shipbuilding. 

In Freetown there is a grammar school supported by the 
government, and numbering two hundred and thirty stu* 
dents. The other schools in the colony are supported by 
the misfflonary sodeties of the Methodist and Episcopal 
churches, and are attended by over 8,000 regular day 
scholars. There are besides these, two collegiate institutes, 
in which young men are prepared for teaching and the 
ministry. One of these is supported by the British Con- 
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ferenoe of the Methodist ohoroh ; the other by liie MIs- 

obnary Society of the church of Enghmd. The church in 
the colony is represeuted by dcuonmiationa, which stand in 
nuxiilier and importSDce in the following order: Methodists, 
7,000; attendsnts on public worsliip, 12,000; church of 

England, 4,000; coiuniiinicants, attondants, 6,000; Afri- 
Gitfi Methodiiitji) Lady llimtiugdons, aud Baptists together, 
2^0. 

The Methodists here, as everywhere in Africa, are doing 
a successful and permanent work. The officers ot" the 
church are as follows: Missionaries^ 7; local preachers, 
seven of whom speak their mother tongnes, 185 ; day- 
schoul teachers, 47 ; Sunday-school teachers, IGO ; they 
have thirty chapels aod several outside preaching-places; 
twenty-one day-schools, and ihe same number of Sunday* 
schools. The Efnscopatians have more schools and scholars, 
but in their system of class-meeliii£r«, whicl^ tlioy carry out 
• in true Wesleyan £>nn and spirit^ the Methodists have the 
advantage of them, and indeed of all others, in training 
candidates for nieniborship. The probationary relation is 
protracted until tlioy are thoroughly indoctrinated in the 
cardinal truths of Christianity, and give evidence that they 
are practical Christians. The members of this and other 
churches give aberaliy, lor their means, toward the support 
of the missionaries and the day-schools. Several of the 
latter, among both Methodists and Episcc^lians, are self^ 
supporting. 

In view of the above facts, I was not a Httle surprised to 
find, in Mr. Bowen's excellent work on Central Africa, the 
following passage: ** Freetown itself is a great and 

important missionary field, ospeciuily to those who preach 
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the Gospel as preached by BaptiiBtaL I am not aware of the 
Ught in which this remark maj be regarded : neTerthekas, 

Sierra Leone does need the docirine nvA the practical 
Gommoii-seDse preaching and niaoag«iieii( which Baptism 
can give them.'' Like Mr. B., I am at a loaa to know how 
tL:> remark may be regarded, especially in view of the fact, 
wliich Mr. B. very candidly adiuii^ that the BaptLit 
missions, thoo^ conducted by English gentlemen of zeal 
and edacation^ and with respectable means at command, 
have been an uiu-r Lulure ; aud lor the want of that very 
thing which Mr. B. claims for his d^(»nination as a par- 
excellent qoality, namely, praeiical eamman-^eMc preach- 
ing and management. The Christbn world has yet to 
learn that the Gospel, as preached by Baptists, has any 
more eommcn^sente in it than the Gospel as preached by 
other orthodox Christians. We will believe, however, that 
their management, as applied to African;*, is excellent when 
it is demonstrated in the fruits of the promising and 
fovorably-sitaated missions of the Baptist denomination in 
Central Africa. Mr. Bowcii ]kls beirun a good work in 
Africa, and most heartily wo wish him and his colaborei-f^, 
among whom we have a higUy esteemed friend, God's 
speed* 

Mr. B., who is a man of uncommon common-sense, beheld 
in Sierra Leone pecnHar advantages and demands for mis- 
sionary labors ; and certainly when we consider that here 

arc the representatives so many tribes, still speakiug 
their own language and anxious to receive instruction, whO| 
after being instructed, might bo sent back as teachers to 
their own people, or employed as interpreters and assist- 
ants to missionaries going south or intcriorwise, the held is 
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peculiarly invittng. Here, as on the Gambia, the missionary 

oi' auy country and of any deuoiniuation would find wel- 
come and sympathy. From among the various classes of 
the popnlatioQ, described in the last chapter, he might 
select that field of labor to which he felt himself best 
adapted ; and in the resident loisisiouuries, he would find 
valuable advisers in selecting and planning his work. Let 
not the missionary lightly esteem the dear-bought ex- 
perience of his predecessors. Had Mr. Bowcu associated 
himself more extensively with the clergymen of Sierra 
Leone, he wonld have left some things in his book nnwrit^ 
ten. With facts like these, which they might have known 
and ought to have known, how could the C''>!niiiiitt'e on 
Hissions of the late General Conference of the JUL. £. church, 
Sonth, state to the world that to their missionaries there is 
"no opening in Africa." But I shall pay my respects to 
that very nnmethodistic and timid clause of their report 
after a while. 

A il'W mornings after our airival, T lircakfasted by invi- 
tation with the lion, Mr. Smythe, the colonial secretary, 
and was met by the Rev. Mr. Jones, president of the Epis- 
copal Collegiate Institute. Seldom has it been my privilege 
to spend a morning so pleasantly as that passed in tho 
society of these intelligent and Christian gentlemen. 
Mr. Sill} the and his accomplished lady are bright mulat* 
toe^, natives of the West Indies. Mr. Jones is a native of 
Charleston, South Carolina, and like most Caroliuiuus, black 
or white, is very proud of his State. He is a man of warm 
southern feelinii's — said he loved the South and southern 
people, and beheved that townrd hh race they have 
Idndlier feelings, and sincerer friendship, than the people of 
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the Korth or West He did noi beaUte to e xpro a n the 
desre tbat cettm ameHorations might take place in the 

couJitii^u of coiiiixJ pt^ople io tlie South ; he believed thit 
as thejr adTsneed in morals and intelfigenoe, their oondition 
would be improved, and he reeled bis hopes of thb ott his 

kjio'A k'llge ol'tlie ii' >l>U' impulses of the soutliern geiitk'inan, 
and not on the insiocere preten&ions of noi thcni njxitaiors. 
In carijr life, Mr. Jones ▼est to England, whore, in the 
course of time, he receired a dsssical edacadon and holy 
orders, and was at length promoted to the inipoitant 
portion which he now honors and enjoys. la Jus mannera^ 
he reminded me much of Andrew Marshall, of Savannah ; 
he is, however, niniiy years ynunixer, and several sliados 
darker than he. lie received his lirst lesson in religion and 
letters from Mr. Pine) formerlj rector of the Episcopal 
church in Charleston. His mother will be reootteoted by- 
many of ilie old citizens of Ciiarleston, as the keeper of a 
respectable boarding-house near the market. 

The Mandingoes, to whom we referred in the last diap* 
ter, are the representatives of a larire and powerful tril)e of 
the interior. They are tall and erect in person, regular in 
features, dignified and tadtam, and charaoterised by mental 
and phymcal activity, industry and intelligence. In their 
village, on the eastern BuLurljs of Freeto\na, they have 
several schools, where, under Mohammedan priests of their 
own tribes, thdr children are taught to read and write 
Arabic, and study the Koran. In the schools which I 
visited, in company with the Rev. Mr. Dillon, the children 
were transcribing passages from an Arabic BiUe ; they sat 
on the jjronnd, and, holding the glip of paper on a board 
resting on their knees, wrote with a pen made from a small 



d by Google 



101 



ottie or reed. The British Bible 8odetj lately made a 

donation of Arabic Bibles to the missionaries of Freetown 
for the bcuctit of these and other Mohammedan tribeg. Mr. 
DilloQ inlbrmed me that they aoo^ted them readily, read 
them and took care of them, and applied fcft a larger sup- 
ply, that they might s^d some copies to their brethren in 
the interior. 

The African Mohammedan,** said the priest of the school, 

"will read aiiythinir that is writtt'ii in Ara1)io." lie him- 
self was thoroughly read in the Old and JHew Testament 
Soriptnres, and I believe waa almost persuaded." Dr. 
who waa with ns, asked him : 

**Who Is Christ 

u jsms is the Son of Mary," said he. 

"Bat who ia his Father?'* oontinned the doctor. 

** Had none," was the reply. 
" How can that be 'r^ 

" Don*t know," said the priest, shaking his head, adding, 
at the same tune^ some words of hu own language, which 
Mr. DiDon informed us signified " Mystery, mystery." 

Cannot these intelligent people be suppUed with Arabic 
Bibles, Evidences of Christianity, Catechisms and other 
good books in the Arabic language ? We believe that the 
Word, where it is read, will produce good results — that it 
win not return void. Let us act our belief I 

The Mandingoes wear tnrbans or fez cape, and those who 
can airoitl it sport gaily colored togas, and strong leathern 
sandiUs. Their bouses are larger and more cleanly than 
those of the more barbarons tribes. The walls are gene- 
rally eight or ten feet in height, and about two feet in thick- 
ness, being built of a red tenacious clay. They arc oflen 
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supplied with window sashes, and well-made doors ; in tlie 
windows, oiled paper generally supplies the place of glass. 
We visited one of their blacksmith shops, where they were 
engaged in niakini^ dirks aii'l rough swords from oM iron. 
They told us that in the interior they prepared their own 
iron, which they dig oat of the monntaiiis. The primitiTe 
and iiim nious construction of the blacksmith's bellows 
attracted our attention. It is a bifurcated lube; the ex- 
tremities of the forks are snpplied with two bags of kld- 
sUn^ a boy sits between these, holding the bags by the 
necks, one in each hand ; as he raises them, he opens his 
hands so as to admit the air into each sack, then closing 
them tightly and pressmg down, forces the air throng tho 
tube into the burnini,^ coals. Bv workuifj his hands alter- 
uateiy he produces a continuous and strong stream of air. 
They have some idea of casting, also, and showed us rings, 
little birds, and other ornaments molded in brass. In 
leather work they are very ingenious ; and have looms lor 
tho manufacture of coarse cloths and matting — commonly 
grass-doth, prepared from the inner bark of certain trees. 

Tlic market of Sierra Leune ])rost'nt.s niany objects of 
interest to tho American, such, for example, as monkeys, 
baked bats, and pounded locusts, as articles of food. Here, 
however, as everywhere else in the colony, European oom- 
niodities and styles are driving out the heathenish and 
African. To see an African market in faH character, we 
must go further South. 

On the rooniincr of the last dnv of our st:iv in Sierra 
Leone, the Rev. Messrs. Teal and Dillon visited our ship 
and break£uted with the ward-room mess. In the after* 
^^n, the oommander and commissioned officers went ashore 
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ail i diiH 1 at the liospitnMo cottage of our worthy cousul^ 
Mr, Taylor, and laXe in the day idsited the beantiM garden 
of the Obnrch Collegiate Institnte. Hero we met again 
onr respected friend Mr, Jones, who took much plcasui'e in 
pointing ont to ns the loxnriant beautLes of tropical vegeta- 
tion, flonrifliiing in the well-kept gronnds of his delightfol 
res'uh*nce. Next day we hud in a good supply of sttM'os, 
here readily obtained, and spreacliTig oar canvas to the 
breeze, tamed to the open sea. Having made many plea- 
sant acquaintances among the government oflicers, mission- 
aries and other residents, wo left with the hope of returning 
before the end of the cmise ; but that evening, as the red 
hues of sunset lingered on the chariot of the gods,'' * we 
saw Sierra Leone for the last time. 

D'Anvillc .'-uppo-( f1 the mountains of Sierra Loone to be those wluch 
wore donominatcd bj the ancients the " Cbariot of the gods/* 
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KBOOMEN. 

Cowt of Liberii^yi^fovs—Eroonidii— Their Eraplojmenti Vilkgiea, ete. 
--Toiii Pepper and Ben Coffee — Kanee of Krooioeii-*4)ome8tio 8j«* 
teni'-Religtoufl Ideas — Sttperatitione — ^Their First Parents-Origin of 
the name, Kroo— Tradition rospecting the Origin of tbe White and 
Black Racn^ — Comparative Intelligence, ctcv^Whj are not the Krods 
more OiTilized? — Commerce and CiviUxaiion. 

LAin>-no 1 flonnded from tbe mam-tois and an hour after^ 
Cape Mount, on the coast of Liberia, was visible from the 

quarter deck. Black specks were descried ou the distant • 
waves, bounding from crest to crest on tlieir way to meet 
us, like things of Ufe. 

"We were soon among them, and what seemed to be gulls, 
or other sea-birds, in the distance, turned out to be canoes, 
or what we &miliarly term dug-outs, generally eighteen 
inches wide, and from twelve to twenty feet long, each 
carrying from one to four naked savages. Not entirely 
naked, however, for each had on an old hat or a handker- 
chief about his head, and rings of ivory, tin, or brass on his 
ankles and wrists, besides charms or gris-gris — ])rmiounecd 
grec-grces — round the neck. Wo were twenty miles from 
shore, and the sea ran very high ; yet these venturers turned 
and mancpuvred their light crafts with as much ease and 
confidence as if they were floating on a lake, and kept close 
alongside, although wo were going at the rate of eight 
knots an hour. Several were permitted to come on board, 
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where tlioy made some alterations in toilet^ by transferring 
the kexohief from the head to the loin^ and thus equipped, 
proceeded to present their testimonials and letters of reoom- 
meudatiou, wiiicii thej carried in leathern or tin cases sus- 
pended from the necky or folded in the head-dreBs, to the 
oommander, and to ask for employment. 

These are the Kroomen so frcqufntly mentioned by 
Afri/^n voyagers, and so £vvorabIy known to our traders 
and cruisers. Thej generally speak a little broken Eng* 
lish, and from their acquaintance with the ti-ibea and har- 
bors of the coast, are very useful as pilots aiul interpreters. 
They occupy several villages along the coasts of Sierra Leone 
and Liberia, where, though mixed with other tribes, they 
preserve their own forms of govenuncnt and religion. 
When a vessel appears on the horizon, they launch their 
canoes and go out to meet her ; the head men, or leaders 
of g:uig3, go on board, and he who can make tlie best pala- 
ver generally linda emx)loynicnt for himself and gang. 
Traders and men-of-war find these men very useful in row- 
ing boats and other work which involves an exposure to the 
sun, such as white men cannot stand on the coast without 
great risk of life, especially on the rivers. They engage 
themselves for the cruise, at rates which vary from ibur to 
ten dollars per month, and always on the condition that 
they shall bo returned, at the end of it, to the port where 
they were shipped. These wages seem small, but when 
they have made a few cruises on men-of-war, and saved their 
money, they have enough to make them independent for 
life. The young and single men, at the end of a cruise, 
after supplying themselves with gay kerchieft and trinkets^ 
and reserving a little for pocket-money, deposit their earn* 

6* 
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iugg with ^nn\Q aged relative, who, atler suj^lying his own 
wants, divides the remainder among the needy rdationa. 
Oases of extraordinary liberality in this direction are nume- 
rous among them, and secure to the giver the favor of his 
tribe. Those who aro matrimonially inclined invest their 
fonds in wives, and are important and independent in pro- 

porlion to the number tliey own. 

Hero I mufit anticipate myself a little, and introduce two 
gentlemen, who, with a dozen others, we shipped at Mon- 
rovia — ^Tom Pepper and Ben Coffee, I enjoyed the confi- 
dence of these iutclHgeut leaders ui'uur Kroo company, and 
in the course of the cruise gathered a great deal of informa- 
tion from them respecting their own and other tribea. 
Thc'ij- names are not liall' so digniticJ as their manners, hut, 
like the names of all Kroomen, aie given at tiie caprice of 
fan-loving sailors, and though sometimes changed by new 
employers, generally stick to them for life. The following 
ai'o Ikir samples of some of them, and familiar to the coast 
cruiser : Ben Jumbo, Jim Crow, Lilly White, Beef Steak, 
Bottle o^Beer, Ginger Pop. 

" Tom," sai'l I to IV'pper one day, near tlie eud of the 
cruise, and after making out hi^ aeeomit, which amount- 
ed to something like a hundred dolhurs, ^^what are 
you going to do with all this money when you get 
home 

" Buy wife." 

Yon just now told me that you had throe already 

*' Yes, sa, hut 1 want tree mo." 
What, six I How can you support so many 
O, he 8*port ho sel^ sa.'* 

Who supports the children ?" 
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^ He B'port dem too ; and s^pose I no want for go sea no 
mor^ he work for me too." 

"Whom do you buy your wires from V* 

"He fader; s'[>ose ho got no llider, I dash—make a 
present — he 'lation, an' he sell um." * 

"How muoh is a nice joimg wife worth V* 

*' S'pose he people be poor, he sell for twenty dollar ; 
s'poBc lie no want to sell much, he he price £flee dollar, an' 
heap dash." 

This Uw of estimate applies among fiiirer maidens than 

the dusky diuighters of the Kroo?. I tried to convince 
Tom that such a state of things was wrongs impolitic, and 
mmatttral ; but when I closed the argument^ Tom replied^ 
with a grin of good-natured incredulity : 

"You no like him, but he be berry good for we 
people." 

The Kroos are at present insignificant, in point of num- 
bers, and the only territory which they now claiiii us their 
own, is a small district in the vicinity of Cape Palmas ; but 
physically and mentally they are in adyance of most of the 
non-Mohammedized tribes, and are bdieyed by traders to be 
faithful, brave, and honest, above all their brethren. There 
is a tradition among them which I am inclined to belieTe, 
namely, that they are descended from a poo|>lo who once 
possessed many hundred miles of sea-coast, "vvho were the 
most powerful of the tiibcs of west Aiiica, but who have 
been reduced by surrounding tribes, allied against them in 
war, and that this tribe was not originally called Kroo. 
They pride themselves ia the belief that none of their peo- 
ple were ever sold as slaves ; yet they themselves have ever 
been aetire abettors of daving, and it is Hkely that thdr 
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numbers were much reduced by aUalagey during the preva- 
lence of the trade. They admit that after toading the 
davers, the Eroomen were sometimes carried off with the 
cargo ; but will not admit that they were ailorward sold. 
They were, uo doubt, lured oli' ^^ ith the promise of being 
sent back, but the good price offered for sneh fine-lodung 
fellows was a bidt that English and Spanish traders coold 
not resist. It is a iact, however, that thej are not to be 
fonnd as siavea among the sarronnding peoples. As evi- 
dence of their mosenlar derdoponent, we state, that he is 
considered a weak man among them who cainiui liold a bap« 
rel of beef— 200 lbs. — at arm's length above his hea^i, and 
walk with it throngh a heavj surf to a boat two hundred 
yards IVoiu shore. In features they are less coarse than the 
Guinea-mau, have more beard than many others, and in 
color are of a dark chocolate, rather than black. Th^ are 
monothoists, yet worship idols, becanse, like most other 
idolaters, tliev believe tliat these are the media tlnuiiLdi 
which men most approach unto God. What a loud tii/ough 
uncon$eiou8 cry for the Oreai Msdiaiorf lliey beUeve 
also in the existence of devils or evil spirits, and, I think, 
pray to then^ and also in a future state of rewards and 
punishments. They are naturally inclined to &taUsm — ^wiU 
make great Oalvinists some day ! — ^bnt are, notwithstanding, 
qnite superstitious, and contact with civilized men etiecU 
but little change in their ideas on this subject. 

One of our Kroomen died of cholera while we were cruis- 
ing off the Ca|)e Vi-rd Islanrls in 180G, and ^va.s buried in the 
sea. Next moruiug ouc oi the mess-mates of the deceased 
reported himself sick, but without showing any partienlar 
symptopis. 
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*• What is the matter with that Kroo boy in the sick 
bftj said I to Tom Pepper. 

^ He be skeere, sa.'' 

"Scared of what?" 
He link he been sec de dead niau on deck las' night*" 

^ Koaaenaoy Tom 1 Yon don't believe that, do yon I 
supposed that Tom was too inteUtgent for that, bat He on- 
deceived me, saying, with a thoughtful lace ; 

«^ I don no, sa — tink may be so, he see nm." 

I made Tom act as interpreter, while I Uied to explain 
to the poor lellow, ihaL if such an aj»pearauce were pos- 
sible, it could do hiiu no liarui. The talk didn't convince 
Tom, bat an hour after I saw the siok man on deck langh- 
mg and talking wkh bis companions. 

They hold that their first parent on coming from heaven 
landed near a large lake in their coontiy, and that a canoe 
and equipment were provided for bim ; that, therefore, they 
arc fond of sea-going as a j)rofession, and tliat they are 
less liable to accidents on water than others. I imagine 
that the present name of this race is a cormption of Crew- 
man, they having been employed as portions of the crews of 
traders on the coast for many centuries. Tliey liave an 
interesting tradition relatmg to the origin of the white and 
black races and their comparative merits. The internal 
evidence will not sustain tlie antiquity claimed for it, but 
we may suppose that the instruments of modern science rc- 
ferzed to in it are mere interpolatioosi employed to express 
the idea more forcibly. It recognises Uaok and white as 
original distinctions, yet gives to the two races a common 
origin in point of time. Ben Coffee, who is the most intel- 
ligent Kroo that I have seen, a man of character, intelligence, 
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and well versed in the ou«toiii««ad tesditions of his tribe, 
and who withal speaks quite undentaad^e Englirfi, must 
be oUowed to teU his own st ory. 

"Let «s oaU up Ben and ask him wmft questions," said 
the oUiccr oi Uic doclc with ^homlhadbeendisousaingtbe 
peculiarities of oui- black bhipraates. 

«Ben Cofflbe,- saidl, » do your people bcUeve that there 

is a Gud 
"Xo, sir;' 

" What do they suppose mado the sea, the sua, and the 
moon 

" Ncahswah make him." 

" Who, or what is Keahswali V 

« He what make me and aU dem tings. Mos same what 
you call Jcsa ChrLsc.»' 

*^ Very good, Ben ; I Uiiuk we midewtand each other. 
Can Neahswah die, Ben 2" 
"No, he lib aU time.'* 

« Can he do everything 
« Yes." 

« Is he in every place 

"Yes, all place same time." 

" Is he good 

" I link so— «09»e<t»M." 

♦* What do your people thiiik?'^ 
"Hetink he good i>o)/icflinc^^ 

"Poor Ben I" said T, the unassisted reason of a Plato 
could say no more. TeU me agam," said I, " what your 
people huy about tho begmnmg of the bUick and wiiite 

men?" . ^. ^ 

Pepper came np as a listener ; andBen, dearmg his throat 
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sinJ hitching up his pauts, proceeded, with a solemn lace, as 
follows : 

Neabswah, afthr he make land and sea, make a brack 

mail and white bov. lie make um same lime — brack man 
fus, leetle bit. Deu he make big house, an in dc house make 
big chop (a feast) — ^hab rice, cassada, fisb, palm wine, plan- 
tain, an heap we people wittles ; an he hab roas meat, sof 
tak (whcaten bread), ^\ iiiie people wine, and heap ting. Den 
in same place wid de chop ho put calabash, wine glass, fish 
hook, knife an fork, watch, comfiass, an heap strange ting ; 
an den on de sea, by de liuu>e, he put cunnoo and pudiile, 
and big ship an all de rope an sail fix. Neahswah say, 
* Brack man go in dat chop, eat, an den take what ting you 
like. I want see which be smarter, you nor dis white boy.' 
Brack man go in, be tase de ruas meat, de sof tak, de u iiie ; 
he say, * me no like dis.* He tase de palm wine, de fish, de 
rice, de cassada; he say, ^ I like dis,' an ho eat iot of um. 
Den he look at de tings, Je eompass^, de watch, de knife an 
fork, ho say, ' I no saby dis ' — (saby or eiwa is used on the 
whole coast as synonymons with understand). He look at 
de calabash, at de fish hook an liiie, he say, * me saby dis.' 
He take imi an go to de beach j ho see de big ship, lie no 
like nm-— he feared* He see de cunnoo, he say, * dis do for 
me catch fish f he take unL 

** Neahs^vah say, ' White boy go in chop ; eat, an take 
what ting you like.' He eat de nice witUe^ but no eat much, 
like brack man. He look at de watdb, compass, an all 
strange ting ; he say, *me saby dis, lie be good for me, sliow 
me ebcry place.' lie see big ship, he no tear, he dim up on 
fix sail, he say, ^ I like um, he take me far country,' He no 
like rice, palm wine, cassada; he no want fi>r fish, bo say, 
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^ Sim be too hot he no like cmmoo, cause lie turn over wid 

Lim. Neahswab sec all dis ^ he call urn up ; he say, ^ Brack 
man, dis yea white boy got heap more ^nse, but he no can 
work : yon good for work.* He say, White boy, yon no can 

work like a dis veamaii, but you hab more sense.' So brack 
man hab rice, an lisb, cas^sada, an heap good ting for eat: 
white people good for make big war ship, have compass, and 
all dcm strange tiug. He can make book, bat he no can 
work good," 

It may bo asked here why are not these people more 
civilized, considering that for so many ge nerations they have 

been in intimate contact with civilized nun. We answer 
—First, it is not the business of traders and cruisers to 
teach the principlea and arts of dviliaation. Secondly, 
Traders do not desire to civilize. Nine-tenths of them be- 
lieve tliat it is to their advantage to keep the people with 
whom they trade in ignorance ; and hence it is that, as a 
class, these men are not fiivorable to missionary enterprises. 
Be it remembered, however, that among American and 
EngUsh traders there are noble exceptions. 

Lot US say to yon, dear reader, that the talk of which we 
hear so much nowadays, iVoni secular and religious men, 
about the civili/in;: iuHueuco of commerce, is otdi/ talk — 
nothing more 1 That, when accompanied by the effi>rts of 
^ the schoolmaster and the missionary, trade may give an im- 
petus and permanency to the work of civilization we grant. 
That of itself it is calculated to elevate^ in any sense, those 
brought within its influence, we deny. Nay, where traders 
Lave precedeil tlu; teachers of civilization, the very name of 
Christianity is in disrepute ; and the teacher of it is received 
with an oppoaitioii and distmat that years of ssealons, disin* 
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terested labors may not suffice to dianpate ; for with the 
name Christian the heathens have learned to associate lying, 
iuju-stice, and inhumanity. 

Bat we most not forget that we are aboard ship. The 
Jamestown has dropped anchor within half a mile of Cape 
Mesurado, which rises 250 feet above the level of the sea, 
and is surmounted by a light-houso. It is a calm, sunny 
evening; the land of the palm is before ns, dotbed in its 
changeless grocn. The Kroo hots on the beach, the roofi 
and spires of Monrovia, arc glistening above the green foli- 
age of the virgin forest. When morning comes we shall 
take a nearer view of much abused, extravagantly praised 
Liberia. 



CHAPTER IX 



UJBSBIA. 

m 

Questions concerning Liberia — ^Bowen an*! other TniTellerft— Friends of 
the Colonization Enterprises — Tiro Classes of Opponents — A Meetfng- 
placc for Extremists of the North and South — How Extremists reason 
— TIjc " r;ipacity for If-^ovornnient " Queation— The Position of 
Cousorvative Southcruerfi — Monrovia. 

It i« intimated in tho last chapter, that Liberia ha$ not been 
always fiiirly represented by those who haye nndcrtakcn to 

describe her and her people to the world ; tliat she lius been 
traduced by her enciiiies, and, what is worse, in effect, ex- 
cessively praised by her friends. To this we may add the 
fhct complained of by emigrants, by missionaries, traders, 
naval ofiiceiji, and other visitors, namely, the want of plain, 
unprejudiced statements of the present condition of die 
country and its people. What is the country in its climate, 
soil, and ])ruductions ; what tho a(l\ aiUaL^es uud dilHculties 
in agricultural pursuits? "What are tho people socially, 
morally, nationally? What do they eat, and drink, and 
wear, and how do they get these indispensable things ? Are 
thov pour or rich, and what are the chances of being either? 
Are they playing government, or are they truly and hap- 
pily governed, having law, and power to maintain it? If 
HO, how and by whom are they governed? Arc they entirely 
independent, or capable of so being ? Are thoy j>rogrcss- 
ing in intelligence, morals and wealth aa a nation ? If ao, 
will they continue to progress? If not, how long before 
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they get back to the bash? These are qaestions asked 
daily, and to which, as we have said, the answers have been 
duubtful and various. 

Bowen's excellent chapter on Liberia, Captain Footers 
very creditable work on Africa, Wilson^s references to Libe- 
ria, and tliose of a tew otliers, arc blatements i'vom disinter- 
ested parties worthy of notice. The aocoout of Mr. Bowen 
I regard as a dear and impartial one on the subject ; but 
it, with the few like it, will go but a short way toward set- 
ting the public mind right after so mucli misrepresentation 
pro and eon. The friends of the colonization enterprise, 
san^aine of success, have not always been suffidently dis* 
cririiinatiiig in accei>tiiig and publishing such testimony as 
may bo gatiiercd from residents and visitors iayorable to 
their hopes. Their eyes and ears have been sensitively 
open to instances of individual success, and indications of 
national advancement, while they have too often turned 
away from examples of personal sofiering, which have been 
numerous, and evils and discouragements which have 
threatened the existence of the nation. We would not be 
understood as attributing any unworthy motive to the zeal- 
ous friends of the Americo-African in Liberia ; they are no* 
ble and liberal men ; ])ut we wish to intimate that in look- 
ing at or describing the condition of their long cherished 
scheme, their desires too often color their statements. 

Among the traducers of this young and struggling na- 
tion, there arc two classes, who are stone-blind and adder- 
deaf in their prejudices, and unsparing in their abuse. Those 
are the abolitionists of the North, and the extremists of the 
Soiitli. We congratulate these gentlemen on finding at last 
a ground of common sympathy 1 
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The abolitkmistB, as a olasa, have ever been opposed to 

coloniziiiijj the free blacks of America in Africa, professing 
to believe — certainly they have never acted their belief — 
that the hlaok Hian, bom in America, is entitled to all the 
righta and privileges, social and civil, of a free man here. 
I imagine, however, lliat if they had no other argument, 
the &ct that colonization is a sonthem-bom enterprise, 
would be snffident to excite their implacable opposidon. 

There is a class of men in the South, happily a very siuull 
class, who talk very Bkeptically on such questions as the 
nnity of the human race, the expediency of Christian mia- 
mons amcng slaves, or negroes in any condition, the immor* 
tality of the black man's soul, or, indeed, as to whether he 
has a 8oa].at all — who regard him as having no connection 
with the ffenuM homo^ but rather as a development of the 
monkey, say the ourancr-outang or ( lilcipanzee, wliose tail, 
from constant clipping, has at length taken the hmt to stay 

close aboard*^' These gentlemen seem to live in constant 
dread that the negroes, in Liberia or elsewhere, will de- 
monstrate capacity for self government ; that, as a residt, the 
slaves will be ireod, their plantations left without laborers, 
and their halls without servants. It is scarcely to be ex- 
pectc<l tliat these will be friendly to colonization enter- 
prises; much less is it to be expected that they can see any 
good in Liberia, or liberiana. I have a friend of this class, 
an officer in the nav}% and a most excellent fellow in his 
toay, I met him not long ago in St. Jago, on his return 
from Monrovia. After the usual salutations passed, WeU,'' 
said I, what is the news from below?'' ''Famine, sir, 
among the colonists— natives have quit bnnging in rice, 
and there is nothing else to live on. Saw several of the 



117 



Idfaeruun in Kiootown. Large nnmben had qoH town^ and 
hired themfldyefl out to the Datiyea No donbt of it^ sir ! 

All over, It*8 a failure I Bet a month's pay that belbre 
two yean the laet man will throw away his pants and take 
to the. woods." Another aoqnaintanoe of ours, from the 
snowy side ol" .Ma-un and Dixun, came to a similar conclu- 
sion, but from very difTerent premises. He lauded at Mou- 
roTia in the usual way, via^ leavmg the boat beyond the 
surf, and reaching the beach on the shoulders of a Kroo- 
man. Ilia bearer dumped him. down rather heavily, and 
much to the disoomfort of a very gouty toe, the pain from 
which so disturbed hia Fanenil Hall philanthropy that he 
wished "all the negroes in the very bottom of ii — The 
reader can supply the blank with Haliiax. iSir,'^ continued 
boi ^ they eall this a goremment— a republio I A pretty 
republic, where a gentleman has to laud on the back of a 
dnrkey, and at the risk of breaking his — his — ^bis — ^his neck. 
Why don^ they bniid a pier, doeks, wharves, or other oon- 
Teniences for hmdmg? But I see, they are good-for-no- 
thing fellows, sir !'» 

"Haven't the means,'' suggested his companion. "A 
million dollars would make but a small show on this shift- 
ing sand and open sea, toward building piers ; and besides, 
when it is not rough on tho bar, boats may euter the river, 
where there are good laadings.** 

^'Xeana— mi]lionfr--open sea, indeed I Nonsense! It's 
alt laziness, sir I I am satisfied, sir I They'll never do any- 
thing, sir 1 Never, sir ; that is, here I Fools Ibr coming, 
sur t'* Nor was this conclusion, formed even before Mon- 
rovia had been visited, lvli t li i iored. 

If there appeared the decimal of a hope for the conver- 



118 PKESONAl. ADVKiiTUKES A$iD 0 UisEEV ATI0N8. 

sion of thU daas of men, we would read them a short 
chapter on the enormity of their mconsistcneics, and the 

nakedness of their hypocrisy; but the decimal is wanting. 
To the southern extremist, who fears that the successful 
establishnient of Liberia will in some way or other afibct 
the value of bifi bills of tsale, we would sncrfifest, for his com- 
fort, that it is by no means a settled quesiion uuiong tlie 
statesmen and philosophers of the world, whether the An« 
glo«Saxon Is capable of sel^govemment or not. If the car- 
l»acity fur self-government is still in debate in regard to tliG 
race which occupies the summit of modem civilization, 
when i^aU it be determined in regard to those who, con- 
fessedly, occupy the lowest place in the scale of human in- 
telligence? It is claimed for England, by Englishmen, that 
her government answers all the ends of government, extend- 
ing to its people security of life and property, and protcc- 
tlun in the lawi'ul pursuits of wealth and liappiuess. Yet it 
is evident from her vast and accmuulating debt, that there 
is a serious defect in her governmental machinery; a defect 
which must some day extort the confession that the present 
bybtcm is a laiiure, and demand a fundamental reformation, 
France, in ber numberless rebellions and revolutions, 
gives evidence that, heretofore, she has possessed no form 
ot" L^ovennnent adequate to tlio wants of her citizens; and if 
we may judge from the muttering discontents of the pro- 
sent, it is not likely that the government of Lonis Kapolcon 
will prove either satisfactory or permanent. The qnestion 
asked by one of her modem infidel philosophers, expresses 
an idea entertained now in the high places of France : If 
men be incapable of governing themselves as individuals, 
how can they govern liicmselves as nations?" It is 
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floarccly necessary to refer to Spain, Portugal, and the older 
kingdoms oud states of Europe, m all of which goyemment 
is effete, and statesmen are still hopelessly pursuing the 
secret of equitable and permanent civil goyemment. 
then, accordinLj to European fst.'itosinen and philosophers, 
the capacity of man ibr seU^government ia not yet demon- 
strated in Borope— we Americans are merely experiment- 
ing — ^is the problem likely to be solved in AMca ? 

Il" we use thw very iadcfiuite expresbion, ** capacity for 
sel^ovemment," in a sense in&rior to that supposed aboye» 
e. g. capacity to maintain 9<me form of national existence, 
in whicli protection to life and |>roperty is secured, and 
laws arc framed and admin istcied with reference to tlie 
principles of common justice, we must admit, with the his- 
tory of the kingdoms of Ashantee and Dahomey before us, 
that the negro is capable of this— kingdoms, by the way, 
which, if we could add to them a few of the principles and 
arts of American civilization, especially the moral principlee 
of the Chrihlian religion, would compare lavorably with 
many of the kingdoms of Europe in the protection and 
privileges secured to their citiaens. Supposing, however, 
that Liberia should, in the conr§e of time, become wealthy, 
powerful, established, how would thai aiVeet the relations 
of the black man in the South ? Not at all. Southerners 
do not hold slaves, aa such, because they believe them in- 
capable of taking care of themselves ; nor because skeptics 
have ass^igned to the black man an origin inferior to that of 
the white man; nor yet merely because the relation of 
master and slave is sanctioned by the writers of the Old 
and Xew Testaments. The ground on which the relation 
leita 18 that of taq^iency. The present reUtum is deemed 
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the b«8t tbait oan be adopted^ oonaiideniig the mterest and 

happiness of aU the parties ooneerned. Tfak we believe to 
be the ultitude of most southern meu relative to this ques- 
tion, certainly that of ail Christian and coaeervatiTe aouth- 
emen. In view of theae &ets, then, it is evident that, 
while the <fonditions of the South rciuaiu the same, no 
changes or demonstrations from without, except physical 
force, can affect thia rdadon. Siem Leone, Monrovia, 
Loan do, Yoruba, may become powerfbl and civiH«ed na- 
tions — wo sincerely hope they may; the sdentitic world 
may become one on the qoeation of nun's aboriginal unity — 
we think it will; the higher law sentiments and morbid 
humanity of certain sections may prevail in a large portion 
of the Union, though it is scarcely to be expected ; yet, 
while in the opinion of aouthemeni the present and pro- 
speotive interests of the South deiiiand that the present 
relations of master and servant shall be sustained, southern 
slavery will be unaffected by these ahings. Since, however, 
tiiis institution rests on expedieiK v alone, it is not perma- 
nent in its form, but will contuiue to receive such cliangcs 
and modifications as the internal etreunutmces qf the South 
may demand.' 

The other nrgfimcnts, j^ro and con^ used by the airitators 
of this question, serve very well to give emplo} nuMit to 
second-rate politicians South and bantling pulpiteers North ; 
and whether sustdned or lost, with those who advocate 
them, is matter of small importance. 

We have ofice seen, and only once, where this question 
of capacity was used to advanta^. In 1855, one of 
Geor.f^na's Hbrewdcst sons was called on to address an assoni- 
bly in Boston on "the aUr-absorbing topic of slavery.^' 
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Amaag other good thisgB^ he told the house that^ " when 
the negro dearly desKmstrated hia capacifi/ iov self-go vem- 
ment, the Souili would doubtUss give up her slaves." The 
ladies waved their oambiioa in approbation of the liberal 
sentiment, the good natnred senator laaghed in his sleeve, 
and thu assembly aj)plauded ontright! il wik oil on the 
troubkd waters. Kot so at the South, however. A &w 
village politicians and newspapers thought it *^a ndnons ad- 
miaBion,*' and disdiarged the thunder of their firc-craekers 
at the head of the honorable gentleman. We here submit 
to the reader a question in mensnratioii» which has pnaded 
ns mnch : Which of the parties have the longer ears, his 
applaud erfl North or his abusers South ? 

Having diitabosed our minds of fooikh prejndicesi if we 
ever had any, we are prepared to take a survey of Liberia 
and its people^ duly estimating the evil aud apprcciuLmg 
the good« 

We are ashore and without wet feet, thanks to the calm 
day and smooth sea ; and without being dumped from the 

shoulders of a native. We pass through the village of the 
Kroos, remarking that their square, low huts, built of stieks 
and mud, and thatched with grass, are as dark inside, from 
smoke, as the women and children who inhabit them. Ou 
the little plain beyond, the humble-bee aud blue-bottle are 
making noontide melodious, as they sport amopg the doe- 
tering wild flowers, to ns strangm and namelees. We 
ascend the trap-formed ridge, or cape, called Cape Mesu- 
rado, and reaching the highest point, which is the site of 
the lightiiouse^ obtun a fine view of the parallel streets 
and green squares of Monrovia. Here there are no brown* 
stone fronts, marbled colonnades, gilded domes, or sky- 

6 

. J d by Google 



123 PEBSONAL ADVENTURES AUD Oiia£.EVATI02i3. 

pierciog spires. The two or three hundred boiidiags of the 
dty are without oraament and pretensionlets ; and if not 

always neat, arc perhaps generally comfortable. This, how- 
ever, not tlio cliai'aGter of al) tl?^ houses. The presiden- 
tial mansion, the residenoea of J>r, Koberta, Mr. MoQiU, 
Dr. McGill, tton. Mr. Roy, and ieteral eUiers, are «ab0t«tQ* 
ti;il buililings of t>tonc or brick, wbich arc tasty ia upijcai- 
aace, and even luxarious m luruiture. The Mathodist, 
Baptist, and Preabyteriaa idnirohei, are seal and eomtoM' 
om honses, and other public bnildinga are of a lim mfd 
taste scarcely to be expected iu so young a capital. The 
neatly painted white oottagei, in the style «f tiie sontiiem 
States, look a little out of plaoe in their «iiriro«a^iltegb>of 
banana and orange, yet they arc no <iuabL coul and com- 
fortable to the occupants. We have called On the notables 
of the ohareb and state, bat we must resenre &a± ffetd$s 
of tlicm fur another place. ' 



CHAPTER X. 



LiBBEiA — commusD, 

American Colonization Society — Origin ot Liberia — Jeffcrsou's Opinion 
of tho cfFfcts of t.ulunizution on Afrirn — I>eiei:;;alion sent to Africa — 
Seltit^nient on Shcrbro Isliind — Sculonjcul of Pcrfcvcranco — .Settle- 
ment on Cape Mesurudo — Wars with tlie Native^ — A National festival 
— Independence Declared — rrcsidcut KoberLs — rrcsidcnt Benson- 
Territory and population of Liberia. 

To the American Colonization Society belongs the honor 

of estabii&liiug in ^V'ostem Ai^ica tho second oommunity 

of dvilized and OhciitiaBtfed people^ Libm* was planted 

and Botirished by this organizatkxD, until she expreaaed her 

desire to be iudepeiident, and declared herself capable of 

proyiding for her own wants. From that time to the 

preaenti the Society has acted the part of a watohfbl 

mother, counselling, assisting, restraining and furnisliing, 

often by on unseen hand, those aaaistapoes without which 

her preoodons ehild might not have been able to stand. 

Difference of dpinion will exist as to the expedienoy of 

some of the measures of this Society, for blunders and 

Qiiseaniages are inseparable from hmnaa organiaations, 

but the purity of her motiyes is too manifest to be 

questioned, and wc trust that hers (in rcsorre) is the 

honor of being called the mother of nations. 

The subject of proyiding the £reed blacks of America 

with a home in Africa, the West Indies, or on our own 

southwestern Irontier, was £rst agitated in this country 

m 
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by Thomas Jefferaon, and as early as 1776. In 1800* 
the Cteneral Assembly of Yirginia passed a Tesoludon 

on the subject; aiid at llie two Bucceeding scssioos, 1802 
and 1804, passed others, wliich expressed the idea that 
it was the duty of the General GoTenmient to prgride 
for the free colored population of our comitry a home 
Boiuewhcre beyond the limits of the United States. 
Jefferson and Monroe were warm adypoatea of jj^ 
and directed pnblio attention to Africa as llie natural 
home of tlie black luau. J cfferson, writiug ii oiu jU.QaticellO| 
in 1811, says: t 

J have long ago made up my mind that this is the 
best measare for drawing off tbb part of onr population. 
• • « Going iVom a country poi$se2>6mg all the useful arts, 
they might be the means of tnmsphmting them,to Afrioa»'> 

In 1816, the General Assembly of Virginia again passed 
resolutions on the subject, and instructed the executive 
''to correspond "wiih the President, lor the purpose of 
obtaining, a territory on the ooast of Africa, in which 
to colonise the free blacks of the commonwealth." In 
the meantime the nubject was growing in importance, 
and attracting attention in other ports of the Union. 
The law of Cotigress of 1807, prohibiting the sbnre* 
trade, was producing effect in m creasing the free colored 
popuUtiou of the States with the cargoes of captured 
slaves. This gave urgency and point to the snlgect of 
colonization ; but strange to say, the General Government 
could not be prevailed on to take any step in the matter, 
and to this day it stands timidly aloof 

Seeing that there was nothing to be hoped for from Ooup 
gress. Christians and patriots took the matter in hand. A 
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meeting was caOed in WaiOiint^oTi, in December, 1846. 
Henry Clay was appointed president, Audrew Jackson. 
Hon. Wm. H. Ci^wford, of Georgia, Rev. Dr. Finley, of 
New Jersey, and othem, Tice-preridenta ; and a oommittee 
was appointed to dratl a constitution and nominate oflicers. 
The Colonization Sooietywos form od in tlic course of the 
Allowing month, nnder the title of: ^The American 
Society for colonizing the free people of color of the 
United States," and on a basis at once Christian and national. 
A delegation was snbsequently appointed, composed of 
Rev. S. J, Mills and Rev. Ebeneaer Bnrges, to visit the 

west coast ol' Africa, for tlie pnrpoRC of seeking .1 suitable 
location for a colony. They sailed in November, 1817, 
and, readiing Sierra Leone by way of England, explored 
the coast as fer sonth as Sherbro Island. Salasfied that this 
island, and the main in its vicinity, afforded peculiar 
advantages for the establishment of a colony, they drew np 
a report to that effect, which was presented to the sodety 
by Burges, Mr. Mills Lav inL': died on the passage homeward. 

In 1819, Wm, H. Crawibrd, of Georgia, procured the 
passage of an act in Congress, by which the society haa 
been justly relieved of the burden of sending out and 
supporting the slaves taken from slave-ships by American 

men-of-wan By provision of this act, the President is 
authorized to restore to their own country any Africans 
captured from. American or foreign vessels; to provide 
a suitable agency on the African coast for the reception of 
such persons, and for their subsistence and comfort there, 
until they slinll liave o|>}iortunity of returning to their own 
tribe cr become capable of supporting themselves. 
In February, 1820, the first company of emigrants^ com- 
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posed of eighty-six colored persons, sailed for Sherbro 
Island. Thejr were aooompanied by three whites, Rey. 
Semvel Baoon, agent for the United States and colonial 

governor, John P. Bank son and Samuel A. Crozor, ]iliysician. 
The island provecl unhealthy. African fcvn made its 
appearance, and Mr. Baoon and twentj^Te of the emigrants 
^ed within a few months. Hie remainder, sick and dispi- 
rited, went to Sierra Leone. The Society, disappointed, 
but not disoonraged, pat forth new seal. In 1S21, ano^er 
company of emigrants, nnmbering thirty-three colored end 
four white persons, Avas sent out from Norfolk, Va., and 
joined the sarvivors of the first party at Sierra Leone, 
where they all were to remaio, imtil a home was seenred for 
them elsewhere. In the latter part of the same year, Lieut. 
R. F. Stockton arrived at Sierra Leone in tiie United States 
schooner Alligator, with orders from the Secretary of the 
Kayy to co5perate with Dr. Ayres, the goyemment and 
colonial agent, in procurini; a suitable home for the emigrants. 
Beaching Cape Mesurado, lat. 19' N., long. 10° 48' W., 
Lient. Stockton and Dr. Ayres were so pleased vnsh. the 
appearance of the coimtry in that vicinity, the bold 
promontory, the luxuriant vegetation, and the number of 
the streams, that they determined at once to make the cape 
the dte of the colony. They landed, and taking a demi- 
john of whisky (Stockton's peacemaker — No. 2) and a few 
pings of tobacco, to show their peaceful intentions, and to 
assUtm negotiating, sent for King Peter, chief of the Dey 
tribe, wlio claimed authority over that part of the roast. 
Several palavers were held, a\ hich resulted iu the purchase 
of a tract of land, thirty-ux miles along shore and two miles 
wide — including the Cape Mcsurado. 



d by Google 



TTRTOTA 



127 



To this point tiie Americo-Afrioan emigrants wexo re- 
moved from Sierra Leone ia Febnauy, 1822. For a sliort 
time they remained on a small idaad, which they called 
Perse veriui CO, in the moiitli of the Mesurado River. In 
Apiril, they eitablished themselYee on the cape, and on the 
35th of that month, the Amerieaa flag was hoisted on the 
summit of Mesurado. 

In August of the same year, Mr. Ashmun, the newly 
Sfvpofaited goyemor, arrived with a company of thirty- 
seven emigrants. He hand the infimt colony in a most 
unsettled state, and threatened with destruction by the 
surrounding natives, who had already repented of their 
bargain* He fonnd but thirty-five of the coloniats capable 
of bearing ai*ms ; and the only weapons in tlicir possession 
were a few old mu2>ket6, two or three iron guns of small 
cslibre^ a long nine, end a field-piece well moonted. His 
first care was to drill the men in the use of these; 
and scarcely had he accomplished his task when the 
natives commenoed, as they avowed, a war of extermina- 
tioo* 

On the nth of November an attack was made by eight 
hundred native warriors. The colonists fought with the 
desperation which the proqMct of immediate destrnction to ^ 
themselves and families inspired ; and after an engagement 
of two hour?, the natives were driven back with the loss of 
at least one hundred and fifty men. The loss of the emigrants, 
killed and wonnded, was fifteen, besides a few children 
carried off by the natives. Fearing another attack, the 
colonists set to work, preparing fortifications and planting 
their gons; and scarcely had they completed their work 
when their worst fears were realized. On the morning of 
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December 2d, tbe Deys, reinforced by hundreds of Goiaiis, 
and exasperated by the previous defeat^ came m^ag <m 
to the fbrtifieations, and, with a wild shooty oommenoed at 
once at attack on three sides of the defence. The colonists 
were prepared for them ; they had the advantage of the 
gronnd; and the heaivy charges of their guns told wtdi 
fearftil effect on the thick ranlcs of tbe enemj. It was agahi 
a struggle for dear life; they stood iirniiyto their jM.sts, 
even when woimded, promptly obeying the orders of Mr, 
Ashmnn. Every shot from the field^eoe, the long nine 
and the other cannon, j^loughed wide furrows of death 
among the natives, and soon the savages, confused by the 
deadly fire, and fearing to enter the defence, raised a wild 
shout of despair, and made a hasty retreat throagh the 
blood-stained palms. Thus, by an cKhibition of more than 
Spartan valor, the colonists remained, and still oontiane to 
be, the acknowledged masters of the nativea The 
neighboring kings came in, and signed a treaty of peace 
drawn up by Mr. iV&hnnin, agreeing to refer all their 
dispates with the colonists to the governor of Sierra 
Leone. 

Occasionally, since that time, the "-4mmca#w" have 
feond it necessary to chastise some of the ndghborbg 
tribes, and to keep alive the respect dne to their military 
superiority ; but the engagement ol' the 2d December was 
the decisive battle, and the day is still celebrated with much 
enthusiasm by the people of libeiia. I was present at the 
celebration of this festival tn 1856. Every house and hut in 
Monrovia displayed a flag; guns were fired, bolls rang, 
volunteers paraded the streets in neat uniferm and tolerable 
discipline^ orations were delxvered at the Methodist draich. 
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wUdb seeniB to be the popidar efltabliahment of the town, 
and vary appropriate prayers were made, and songs sung 
hj the choir to most excellent mnsic. 

I walked with a friend to the site of the old fortification, 
aboBi which the fiuthM old gons are now msting, and— 
remembering iLut, had tlie first attack of the natives been 
made a few weeks earlier, they would have Ibund the emi- 
grants nadiiUed; and that, had the seoond attadc been eon- 
tinned a lew minntes kmger, l^ifee romids more would have 
exhausted the magazine of the fortification— I clearly saw 
the Divine interposition in their behak^ and came away con- 
Tlnoed that €h>d has a misdon for this peo^e to fhliill, and 
that they will be invincible until it is accomplished. 

Discouragements of another diaracter now fell on the 
oolon J. The ramy season oame on and found them without 
suitable shelter; the supplies furnished by the Society were 
fast running out, and their lands were still without seed. 
There was no trade ; and sickness began to waste the num- 
ber and the spirits of the people. These evib were in time 
partially relieved by the Society, and the population con- 
tinued to increase by accessions from the States. Ashmua 
and his successor, Lot Gary, died in 1828. Cajy was sac- 
ceeded by Br. Randall, vnder whose administration the 
prospects of tlie colony brightened, trade increased, and 
agrionitmre naade some advance ; but his health soon &iled, 
and he returned to the States. 

Dr. Mechlin succeeded hiiu as governor, and agent of 
the United States. During his administrations many emi- 
grants arrived, and the territory was enlarged by the pnr- 
chase of a rich tract on the St. John^s River. He returned 
home in ill health in 1833. Rev. J. B. Finney succeeded iiim, 
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and continued in office until his hoahh iaileJ ui 1835. A new 
settleiueiit caUed Bassa Cove, was eataUishcd daring hifi 
admiiitstratioiit under the poKraiage of the TeansylmuL 
Colonization Society. In 1834 an independent colony was 
established on Cape I'almas under tho audioes of the Mary- 
land Coloniaation Sooiety, which was not aiudlkry to the 
Amerioait or parent Society. This odlony continaed to 
increase, and remained iude]>ciident of Libeiia mitil 1857. 
Ptnney was miooeeded by Dr. Skinner* 

In 18Sd, the settlement of MarBhall was eetablished, and 
another tract of land was pni chiised on the Sinou River, and 
a settlement, taking its uarno li om. the river, established by 
the MifwlRHipfn Colonisation Society, In September of this 
year Dr. I%inner's health &iled, and he returned to the 
States. He was foliuwcd in office by Thomas Buchanan, 
who oontinned to direct the operations of the cokmy with 
much sneoess nntU his deaUi, which oeeorred in September, 
1841. Tho Society now conferred the a|»|»oiiitnient of go- 
vernor on a colored man, originally irom Yirgiui% Joseph 
J. Boberta» He had acted as lientenant-govenior nnder 
Mr. Buchanan, and dii^layed a prudence and talent in this 
relation wJuch commended him to the confidence of tho 
Society. He filled this office with honor to himself and 
profit to his people, and he kept alive the growing enter- 
prise and iudastry which had been developed under the 
administration of his predecessor. 

In July, IM^ a oonyention of ddegi^es, elected by the 
colonists, met in Monrovia and formed a oonstltation on 
tho model of our own, an outline of which was prepared 
for them by distinguished jurists of the United States. 
Thisi with a Dedaration of Independence, was adopted by 
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the people. Gov. Koberts was elected President, was duly 
ioftogarated on the dd of January, 1848, and by rejection 
eontumed to fill that offioe, with acceptability to the people 
and the friends of Liberia, until January, ISoG. Liberia 
included at the time of the declaration all the settlements 
eatabliahed by the American or other Colonization Societiesi 
exccfpt that of the Maryland Society, called Maryland in 
Liberia. The Americo-Aiiican population included in the 
repuMc when first organized may be estimated at five thou- 
sand. The natives in the territory, who consented to be- 
come subject to the laws of the republic, were over one 
hundred thousand. The independence of Liberia was 
Speedily acknowledged by Enghind, France, Knssia, Bel- 
gium, Brazil, and other kingdoms. Treaties have been 
formed with her, recognizing her national equality. Eng- 
land presented her with an armed vessel, France with some 
other mnnitions of war, and she continues to receive aid and 
sympathy from abroad. 

The Gallinas territory was added by purchase in 18 ts, and 
the Caasa territory in 1852. As a president, Roberts 
showed himself an able statesman ; as a soldier, command- 
ing in person in the wars wilU native princes, an able 
general; and .in settling the disputes of the tribes in the 
territory of the republic, he appears as a wise and an impar- 
tial judge. Stej)lien Allen Benson was installed Jan. 3d, 
1856 ; he is by reelection still in the presidency — a man of 
clear judgment, liberal views, and great firmness. His 
administration has been marked by the admission of Mary- 
land into the republic. 

The political jurisdiction of laberia extends at present 
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those questions shall arise which might dissever a republio 
of independent States. 

The Constitution recognizes and provides for the main- 
tenance of the following principles : 

1. All men are born equally free in the right of enjoying 
and defending life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

2. All power of government is inherent in the people. 

3. All men have a natural right to worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of their own consciences. 

4. Slavery shall not exist in the Republic of Liberia, or 
be countenanced by any of its citizens. 

6. All elections shall be by ballot, and every male citizen^ 
possessing real estate shall have the right of suffrage. 

6. The liberty of the press shall not be restrained in the 
republic. 

7. None but citizens may hold real estate in the republio : 
nevertheless, this article shall not be construed to apply to 
Colonization, Missionary, Educational, or other benevolent 
institutions, so long as the property or estate is applied to 
its legitimate purposes. 

8. None but persons of color shall be admitted to citizen- 
ship in the republic. 

9. The improvement of the native tribes in the arts of 
agriculture, shall be furthered by the President, and the 
legislature shall appropriate money for this purpose. 

10. The legislature shall make no law prohibiting emigrar 
tion. i 

Emigrants of MMii^^^^rs of age, who claim to be 
of African ex't - .._^^^^^^^^Kd to all the privileges of 
citizenship ^^^^^^^^^^Kossessed of real estate, and 
avow^Mi^ ^^^^^^^^^^C 3 I crmanent residents of 
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Thb Oonstitiition of Liberia, as already stated, was modelled 

after our own, but the republic differs from ours iu this, 
that it is composed of bat one StatOi and has but one legis- 
latore. Discordant elements are gradnaHy developiDg in 
the body politic. The savage and the civilized Libcrians 
have but few ideas in commcm, and contempt on one part, 
and eoTy on the other, have weakened the bonds of these ; 
the question of color — black or yellow — is gradually indi- 
cating its existence; and judging from its character in 
Hayti, it is a question tenacious of life, and regardless of 
the most saered ties. NatiTism, as practically opposed to 
the riorhts of foreic:n horu blacks to hold offices of honor or 
profit, is iu process of incubation ; and aboiitionism is there 
sowing many seeds of strife. 

In view of these &cts, it is an advantage that there is but 
one State rather than many, each claiming State-right privi- 
leges, and that the laws in erery department of govenuuent 
are the same throughout the republic We doubt not but 
in this unity the nation will hnd strength and safety, when 
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those qaestions diall arks wiueh might dissever a repnbllo 

of iudependent States. 

The CoD^titution reoognizes and provides for the main- 
tenanoe of the following principles : 

1. All men are bom equally iree in liie rigia oi enjoying 
and dotcudiug life, liberty, and the pursuit of happineas. 

2. All power of govenunent ia inherent in the people. 

3. All men have a natural right to worship God aooord- 
iug to the dictates of their owii cuiibcieDces. 

4. Slavery shall not exist in the Bepablio of Liberia, or 
be conntenanced by any of its citiaens. 

6. All elections shall be by ballot, and every male citizen^ 
possessing real estate shall have the right of suilVage. 

6» The liberty of the press shall not be restrained in the 
repablie* 

7. None but citizens may hold real estate in the republio c 
aevertheleas, this artiole shaU not be construed to apply to 
Colonization, Missionary, Edncational, or other benevoISBt 
institutions, so long as the property or estate is applied to 
its legitimate parposes. 

8* None but persons of color shall be admitted to oitiMi^ 
ship in the repnbHo. 

9. The itiiprovement of the native tribes in the arts of 
agricaltore, shall be furthered by the President, and the 
legislatnre shall appropriate money for this purpose. 

10. The legiskture shall make uo law prohibiting emigra- 
tion. 

Emigrants of twenty-one years of age, who elaun to be 

of African extraction^ are entitled to all the privileges of 
citizenship when they beoome possessed of real estate, and 
avow thiur intention of becoming penumait reeidaala o€ 
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the country, and assnme obligations of fealty. We are free 
to oonfew the belief that this is the wiBeetand safiiet system 
of astiiraiufttkni th»t the world has ever seen. Several dis- 
tinguished senators informed us that lliu law excludioir 
white persons irom the right of dtizcnship is intended to be 
of bat temporary dnration. 

The legi^atiTe body of the repoblieis styled *'The Legis- 
latnre of Liberia," and is composed of two brauciies, a Scu- 
acte and a House of BepresentatiTes. Kach coooty is 
entitled to two senators, who are elected for a term of four 
years. Kc|/resentatives are elected biennially. Every 
county is entitled to one representative, and an additional 
one for every ten thousand inhabitants. Hie Prendent is 
dectcd 1^ the people, and for ft term of two years. He is 
the supreme executive officer of the government, and com- 
manderm^hief of the army and navy. 

Witb the consent of the Senate, he appoints the Secre- 
taries of War, the Navy, Treasury, and the State ; the 
Postmaster General, Attorney General^ the judges of all 
eonrts judicatory, and all fordgn ministers, and many other 
effioera civil and military. These all hold their offices dnF> 
ing the pleasure of the President. Qualitieationg and good 
behavior are the only tests for continuation in these offices* 
May the ourse of rotation never &11 upon them 1 

The judicial power is vested in one Supreme Couit and 
several subordinate coui'ta, nearly corresponding to our 
justice and superior courts. The judges of theae have 
salaries estabHshed by law, and are allowed to receive no 
perquisites under penalty of impeachments 

Thus &r the govemmont seems to have worked well. It 
baa extended protection in lifo and property to ita iul^ee(% 
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and the equitable adiniiiistnition of Jaw . The revenue, de- 
rived chiefly from a moderate tari0' ou importS} haa been 
8i]ffioi«iit to meet the expenses of the goYenaomt^ and 
■faoald the inoresse of trade keep paoe with the inerease 
population, as it lias done up to the present, the greater 
wants of the State will be met by this iodireot taz» In 
185t the reeelpts and disbursements were as follows: re- 
ceipts, $47,550; disbursements, $47,048. Compared with 
the preoeding year, the receipts show an increase of near 
•8,000. 

Liberia came into the fitmily of nations with a national 
debt ou her head, a family mark which should entitle her 
to the sympathy and Brateinity of the repnblios and king- 
doms of the present eentnry. 

This she has in conmiou with the proudest and freest ; 
bat fortmiately for her and her ereditors^ the debt is not 
large, and not more than ten thousand doUars of it is owed 
to forcisrners. 

According to the revenue and expenses, as given above, 
it i^pears tiiat there is a snrpliiB in the treasury of five hui- 
dred doHars; but trath demands the statement, that many 
of the government otiiciais, noble and patriotic men, have 
deferred drawing tiie loU amoont of their salaries, smaU aa 
these are, until the oonntry is more sble to pay them. To 
meet these demands, pay the interest on her debts, and 
carry on the operations of government, would leave the 
conntry still more deeply in debt. To this also mnst bo 
added the fiiot, that thus fiir the repnbHo has sailed in 
smooth water. True, the militia has, in a few instances, 
been oalled oat to defend intmor settlements against the 
^ '^I^HHiiiihiminlii of salifea, and one of these wan, that of 
'» 
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Sinon, cost the goTerameiit sereral thoiuaiid dollans; but 
she hflui had no ocoaaion for a staadbg aimjy or a navy, or 

even a strong police. She has been at peace with the world 
without^ her trade ba^i been equal to her ability to supply 
prodlKWy and her tariff as heavy as her oommerce will admit 
o^ and as is eonnstent with her prosperity. 

As a natiou, she is iii a. defenceless condition. Her ex- 
tenmre aea^eoast is without &rt8 or other defences ; she has 
no navy worth mentioning^ nor the means of supplying one^ 
and, tliorefore, a war with the most insignificant of the civil 
powers of the world would result ia her humiliation. Bhe 
has, and justly cMmSf rank and right among the dvilised 
nations, yet she has no power to maintain cither ; and to 
expect that those Avill be always duly respected and ac- 
corded^ is expecting too much from human nature* 

At present, her people are patriotio and obedient to law, 
and, therefore, the executive is at neither trouble nor ex- 
p^ise to eulbrce law and maintain its dignity ; but to hope 
thai this will oontume to be the case without intermption, 
is hoping against the experience of repnUics. Separated 
from the severe struggles to form and maintain a national 
existence, which so attached the hearts of the founders of 
the gOTOmment to the histitntions and laws of their own 
creation, the next generation will likely be less loyal aiul 
seU-sacrificing. Ambitious men wiU rise up, and attempts 
at revolution and dismemberment are to be expected. 

The two hundred thousand savages within her bounds 
are to be ]>iought into the body politic, and to presume 
that Ihey will not bring with them much of the ignorance 
and depravity of the barbaric state, is to presume without 
authority of history or philosophy ; and troubles are to be 
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expected from this source which will demand for their ar- 
rest great strength in the exeoutive arm. A oondderation 
of these facts will lead to the condnsioii, that the condition 
and prospects of Liberiji, as a nation, are not what her too 
sanguine friends have supposed, nor what any of her friends 
desire ; yet^ perhaps, quite as good as reasonable men should 
expect. The contfaraance of her ezistenoe rests on two con- 
ditions : peace in her relations without, obedience to law 
within. To secure the former she must be blind to peUif 
insults and injuries, humble, yet honorable; to lecare 
the latter, she must bo diligent in furthering religion 
and education, and slow in incorporating the savage 
elements 

Liberia daims to be independent, and there is a technical 

sense in which, as a government^ she is so, and as a govern- 
ment that independence should be acknowledged by all 
honorable nations ; but there is a wider and a higher sense 
in which she is not independent. Can tluil nation be said 
to be selfsupportiug, and self-governing, which is dependent 
on another for the supply of educational and regions ineti- 
tutions, those foundations on which the social and dril 
framework of republics must stand, if they stand at all ? 
Liberia is almost entirely dependent in these respects. 
Her schools and churches are supported by the benerolence 

of American Christians. 

It is perhaps placing too low an estimate on the actual 
outlay, to say that fifty thousand dollars are spent, 
annually, in Liberia, by foreign societies, in the support of 
educational and religious establishments. And yet, .these 
are not adequate to the present demands ; certainly inade* 
quatA, in view of the mission of dviliaatioii and religioii 
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wlufili w« liq»e to ma iceompliiihed m A&m^ throogli her 
imtniaBmitalily. 

The Methodist Episcopal, Baptist, Presbyterian, and 
E p itoopal churches of Ameriea are domg a noUe work in 
Ltbetia. They are faraiihing the moral etrength on which 

the govcrnniciil must rely in exigencies of the future, and 
by which she is to be established, if established she 
maybe. 

We had the pleasure of meeting with and addressing the 
MetLodi;it Conference of Liberia at Monrovia in the winter 
of 1856 and 18^7. This 18 a body of mtelligent and devoted 
men, numbering twenty-five itinerants, and having in com* 
liiuiiiuii Willi the church over thirteen hundred iiuiiibers, 
mxmy of whom are natives. Their schools are niuneroos 
and flonrishing. It is a mission conference^ supported by 
the M. £. church of the northern States at an annual cost 
of $25,000. TheBaptibt church is represented here by over 
seventy missionaries and teachers, and, according to the 
report of the Association which met in Monrovia, Decem- 
ber, 1657, near one thousaud members. The Episcopal 
church has^a bishop, foar white missionaries, and eight 
colored, three of whom are natives. Teachers, 80 ; twelve 
of whom are natives. Day-school sdiolars, 550; 350 
natives. Communicants, 250 i more than half of whom are 
natives. Their most important station is at CavaUa, near 
Cape Pahnas. The Presbyterian church has, white mis* 
sioiiaiies, 2; colored, 4. Teaclicri?, 12; one high school; 
five day-schools $ 150 scholars. Communicants, 180. Most 
of the missionaries of the Episcopal church are from the 
South ; one of the two white Presbyterian nussionaries is 
£rom Georgia; and the Southern Baptist Board supports a 
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high school in Monrovia. Where are the representatives 
of the Methodist ohuroh. South ? Shame to her that she 
has pemiHted faimdredB of her mmbers to teare hor ahores 
without })astor or teacher, to be lost in the wilderness or 
gathered into strange folds t Inverted were the telescopes, 
and filmed the eyes of the missioiiaiy committee of the late 
General Conference, when they eonid see ui Africa ^ no 
opening" for a southern missionary. 

Studying the iaots contained in this chapter, and infla- 
enoed by a carefhl and candid ohseiration of Liberia and 
her people, we were led to the following conclusions : 

First : TJie organizatiou of the Independent Grovemmont 
was premature. We do not say whether this resulted from 
the ambition of the people to be free — the too sanguine 
hopes of the friends of colonization — or a necessity, growing 
ont of the unjustly-withheld protection of the American 
government. Satisfied we are, howerer, that the name of 
being independent without the sobering costs of the reality, 
has developed a pride in the people which may some day 
result in an insolence that will turn away the love of their 
friends, and bring upon them swifl dcstrnction from their 
enemies. She is yet in reality but a colony, and fit for 
nothing higher. Second: A republican fi^rm of govern- 
ment is not the best for a ])eople sudi as compose the State 
of Liberia — shades of 1776 grant us a moment's grace! — for 
this form of government, above every other, demands intel- 
ligence, virtue, and moderation in its citizens. But, how- 
ever this may be, our duty as a C]u i:.ti;iii nation toward her 
is clear. Far be it from us to witness with cold-blooded 
indifference the struggles of those who have gone out from 
us with bftrbariam and ignorance. If Liberia is a weak and 
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myopio child, it is not otm to look oalmly upon lier 
cUempts to walk aloney gnenng onielly as to the eliancea 

of her making a safe journey ; but it is ours by kiud words 
to encourage iier heart, and to lead her by the hand until 
aga ahall bring rtrength to her &et| and deamess to her 
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Caimata of Idbeiift— Seasoni — ^Winds— Rains— Temperature — Cause of 
UnhealthineM— AfKcao Fever^ FhysiciaoB— No AoeliBm1io& for tho 
White Mtti^Avenge Length of MiatioiiMy Lifo— SoQ of Idbeiia— 
Productions— TImbew—Gnins— Fruits— Yegetables. A^m»iB^Do» 
mestio and Wild— TTseful Ants— A Wish— Keeesal^ for Lalnir, etc. 

Thb dimate of Liberia is equatorial. PonaiTe aQtmnii and 

gloomy winter are strangers to her fertile plains, soed-timc 
and harvest embrace each other in perpetual wedlock, and 
fimitM amiimer preaidea over the ciroling year, Seeda 
ripen, and leaves grow sear, and &U there, aa everywhere, 
hut decay and reproduction are ceaseless in their operaiioua, 
and claim all seasons as their own. The same soft breexe 
which diakea the withered palm stem and the ripened orange 
to the gronnd, brings freedom to the swelling corn shoot, 
and bears the pollen of the full-blown flower to its hymeneal 
oeU; and the same rays Which brown the rongh cheeks of 
the fblI>grown cocoa-nut, paint in delicate tints the expand- 
ing guava. Xaturc her-e takes no rest, but with beneficent 
hand scatters bads, and leaves, and flowers, and firoits with 
each morning's son and each ev^ung's dew. 

Till' year is divided by two seasons, the wet and the dry, 
familiarly formed the rains and the dries. The former be* 
gimdog with Jnne ends with October. This is the cooler, 
or perhaps we shonid gay the less warm of the seasons, and 
is thereibre sometimes styled winter." Certainly the &ea> 
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Km bnngs with it none of the circumfitaaces which attend 
wnler in tempenle ktitades; yet to the eBugnatt nd the 
miasionarj the name has a pleasant sonnd, and brings with 
it associatioDs bright iu memory and dear to the heart. It 
mnit not be eappoted that during the rainy aeason the earth 
rcoeiTes a cea a dteas baptism of showers, nor that the dry 
season is one unrelieved drought. Clear skies, and eucces- 
fiire days of fine weather, occur in the raioa in the montha 
of July and Angusty and in the other montha an nnlmken 
shower of a week's continuance is unusual. 

It must be admitted, however, that on the whole this 
aeaaon is more agreeable to yoong dnoka than to hmnan 
bcioga. 

Light rains fall frequently in " the dries." The month of 
January is usuaUy very dry, y^ I have seen heavy showers 
in this month. 

The average heat of the year in Monrovia is 80** Fahr., the 
main temperatare of the rains is 76'^ and of the dries 84^. 
The meronry seldom rises above 90^ in the ahade, exposed 
to the wind, and we have never heard of its ftUing bslow 
88*. These extremes arc noted as occurring in the same 
nKMnth; yet, as compared with the climate of the southern 
States^ the dimate of ^Liberia may be described as very 
equable, for the daily yaria^on seldom exceeds 10°. Jime 
is the coolest month, and January the hottest, yet I have 
walked the roads and woods about Monrovia in the latter 
moDlli without suffering as much from theeflbcts of heat as 
I LavL' suffered in Georgia, or Florida, in the motfth of July. 
During the hottest seasiHi, January, February, and March, 
the effects of the almost vertical rays of the son are miti- 
gated by the constancy of the winds. The land breese, or 



harmattao, prevaik irooi midnight until uear midday, aad 
the aeabreese from middAj ixmtik near midnight. Oooamon- 
allj there is a Inll between llieee wmdB» and wbStn it eonti- 

naes, whether ai nooa or night, the heat is intense. The 
rains aikd dnes are ushered in hy those fierce tornadoes 
which aie the tenw of the A&ioan cnueer, hot which, by 
a graelona pcovirion of PkofBenoe, give timdy warning of 
thtdr approach. 

The climate of Liberia^ whetiier interior or ooastwiae, ia 
deadly to the white man ; nor wonld it be wise to hide^e 
fact, that it lunnitlable to those persons of color who have 
attained the meridian of life in temperate zones. The cause 
of this onheahhineflB, as we see from the figures before ns, 
M not to be foimd in the degree of heat, frequency or end- 
denuegs of the changes in the temperature of tiie atmos- 
phere, nor yet ia the contimisiioe of the heat, for the first 
forer, called aoelimating, wliich is the ser e re rt ordeal through 
which the strancjcr passes, generally comes on in the course 
of the first month^s residence. 

The eaaae is to be looked for in those miasmata which 
throng the air, but of which, as to their origin and charac- 
ter, we have no certain knowledge. This sicknej^sj imlicatea 
its apfNToaoh by headache, pains in the back, loaa of appe> 
tke, and more or leas gastric derangement, and n^dly de- 
velops into biUoiis remittent fever. This sometimes yields 
to a mild medical treatmwt^ and the patient, if yoimg and 
of good oonstitiitiott, without ibrlber initiatory phyaioal 
penalties % prepared to endure ordinary exp<^ure to his 
adopted climute. Generally, however, this disease assumes 
the tertiary, or other form of intermittent fever, accompa- 
nied by bifiooa Tomiting, fozred tongue, a doll expreaaloii 
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of the and in the £»hrile paroxjanui mtense headache 

and delirium. This is the African lover. It sometimes 
passes into the inflammatory tjpe, and deatli Ibllows from 
the COTgesUon of flome vital organ* The sheet^aohor of the 
profewion in the treaitment of the acclimating fever is 

quinine. 

Skillful physiciaofl, though not numeroua nor equal to the 
demands of the popnktion, are not entirely waoUng in Li- 
beria. Dr. Roberts, of Monrovia, brother of e.\-i)resident 
KobertS) is a colored gentleman of high professional attain- 
mentSy and conid take respectable rank among medical men 

■ 

in any country. Several weU-edncated young men from 

Liberia are now in America conii)letin£^ their medical edu- 
eatioD, xmd the prospect is that there, as with 0% doctors 
and lawyers will soon be excssstvely abondant. As physi- 
cians and nurses are becoming acquainted with the fever 
referred to, the mortality among colored emigrants is de- 
oreaaiag, and at this time may be estimated at ten perc«it. 
It has been as high as forty per cent. In the report of the 
Yirghiia Colonization Society for 1857, it is staled that the 
mortality attending colonization in Africa has not exceeded 
that which attended the colonies of Jaftiestown and Ply. 
month in this country. The fever leaves the system pecu- 
liarly liable to attacks of chill and fever, sometimes leaves 
the liver permanently deranged. Among those who had 
emigrated late in lifo I have seen several cases where no 
health had been enjoyed since their arrival on the comt 
many years ago. Their constitutions shattered and spirits 
wasted^ without means or ability to labor, dependent on the 
charities of their brethren and strangers, yet susttuned by 
the comforts of the rehgion learned and found in the homes 

1 



146 rSfiSONAL ABVESTU&SS ASI> OBSEBYATIONS 



they fihail visit no more, they aro patiently awaiting tb^ 
transfer to the healthM shore pwohaaed for the otttoasts by 
a Saviour^s blood. 

To tiio white man there is uo acdimation in Liberia, or 
oUewhere on the West Coast. The so-called aoothnating 
attack seoores to him no inunnmty from a second or a thbd, 
but tbe period of the first biiioui iiitermittent is perhaps tho 
most oritical. It is utterly out of the question for the Anglo- 
Saxon or Celt to ei^oy robust health here, or in any other 
tropical climate ; but while he liyes on the coast, the price 
his life is ceaseless and precise attention tu clotiiing and 
diet, the strictest temperanee in his habits, and asfiur as poe- 
sible non-exposure to the sun, the dews, and night air. I 
suppose that the mortuary statistics of missions in Liberia 
will dilier but little Horn those of Sierra Leone, and there 
tho average missionary life has becQ under three yean I 
Think of this ye who compliun of the hardships of misiriomnpy 
work among the rice fields of the Soutii, and ye who dream 
of the charming novelty and romance of the missionary life 
in foreign lands ; nor overlook it ye who ignoUy sneer at 
these inunolations of self on the altar of Christian love, and 
question the paramount power of the reli^us motive over 
wise and enlightened minds. 

In reading this description of the climate of Liberia, tlie 
stand-point must be borne in mind. To tho native it ift a 
good climate ; many of the Yeys and Golhas live to a great 
age, and have bat few diseases, and we donbt not that tiie 
children of the Americo-Africans, if properly trained, will bo 
a robust and long-lived race. 

The soil of Liberia, if we may judge from the native 
growths, is rioh and strong. Tliia exnberBnt Tegetatioiiy 
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ferests of g^iant timbers and almost impexietrable imder- 
growtb, is^ however, largely due to tbe wannth and btimid- 

itr of the atinosj there. So lar as we saw and could learn, 
the general cbaraoter of the soil is argiliacoons ; yet there 
is no lack of yariety, and soils that in our latitude woold be 
considered hartb and nnproductive, are here richly fruitful. 
Owing to tlie i^utuitity of Yegctatiou which lor unnumbered 
oentiiries has waved and scattered over these landS| the surw 
im bears yegetable mold in large quantities, and fbr its 
^liaustioH will i i.'4uiT'o years of continuous eultivalion. The 
low lands in the vicinity of Monro vixiy and I suppose else- 
where, are composed of allnvinm and marls. The moun- 
tains and bold promontories on^the coast, like those of 
Sierra Leone, are related in their origin, or periiaps wo 
should say in their elevationy to that Tolcanic system of 
wludi the Madeiras^ Canaries, Cape Yerds, and other islands 
not yet mentioned are a ])art. Cape Mcsurado, on which 
the town of Monrovia stands, is composed of honiblendei 
basalti and other igneous rocks, andferrnginons days. In a 
•* pocket Ml of rooks,*' which a friend brought us from the 
interior, we have limestone, two or three varieties of sand-, 
stone, quarts rock and iron ore. The ore is peculiarly rich* 
Copper and other valoable metals are said to abound in the 
interior. 

The productions of Liberia are almost endless, certainly 
countless, in their Tariety. Some of the more important 
native productions are rosewood, teak, mahogany, hickory, 
poplar, brimstone-wood, so called from its rich yellow color, 
saaaa-wood, and many others valuable in sbip-buUdlng and 
cabinet work. Cam-wood and other valuable dye-woods, 
some cbuny, and iu puts of the interior tbe acacia, which 
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yieldiiliegiimanlnoafooiiimflmy JHidth0O^ Of 
the paha tree there are aerenl imetie8| nd all highly me- 
ful. The nat'bearing palm is the most valoable of these, 
aod will 8<»De day prove a aooroe oi imnHgMie weeltk to the 
people of the West CoaaL The pafan o3,ao viiaaWe m 
commerce and African trade, is expressed from the soil 
pulpy rind which surrounds the nut. When fte&ii it is of a 
dear red color, is luedby the natiFea aa aa arttole ^;Jded, 
aad white men liiid it a moat delioioes aalad oiL We<ahaM 
refer to it agaiu. Tlie gums of Senegal, Gambia, Su rra 
JiOOfie and Liberia, arc more Taluable and more im^KHrtaiit 
in commeree than Mr. Bowea and other travdlera aappoee. 
At Sierra Leone, we proeured aome excdlent epeolmeiuk of 
copal aud arubic gums brought from a distance in the in- 
terior. The arable of Senegal ia eeteemed of the highest 
Talne in the Fronoh marketa. 

Medical i>lants abound : the copaiba tree, the croton tig' 
Uum^ which yields the crotou oil ; the ricmus comnmms^ 
or eastor oil plant; and the ridmsa mc^^ ealied alao amt- 
cos purgaM. The seeda of the kiat prodaoe a highly purga- 
tive oil, and the wood is much used for hedges and fences. 
It aboondi in the Cape Verd Islanda, where it ia called the 
pulga, and the seed is beconung an important article in 
exportation. The natives beat out the oil for bummg in 
lamps. 

Among the grains, the more important are Indian com, 
of se vend varieties, and rice of an excellent quality. By an 

experiment lately made at the new settlement, fifty miles 
in the interior, called Careysborg, it has been ascertained 
that wheat, barley and oats may be produced on the high 
laudo, yielding average harvests. Cotton fionriahes in every 
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part of WMleiii Afiioa, and is daimed bj lome to be ia- 
dagesujfOB, The maaj aamplee of Afrioan cotton I haTe seen 

do not conic up to the descriptions given of it by travellers. 
The best that came under my nut ice classed with the mid- 
^Ung Bar of our npiands. Coffee of superior quality, and 
mtgar eane^ may be fyrodnoed with little labor. 

The fruit-s are nuuierous aud ddicious. Those with which 
ve are famiHar are the mangOi lemon, lime, orange^ gnava, 
timarind and pomegranate; the cocoaant, plantain, banana, 
the sweet and sour sops, rose-apple, African cherry, pine- 
apple, avocado-pear, and the African peach. Wo shall refer 
to som of these more partioniarly from some part of the 
eoast where there is not so mndi of more unportance to de* 
Bsand our attention as we iiuii m Liberia. 

The esonient and fimnaceous roots are in great variety; 
those most eommonly onhiTated are the sweet potato of 
several varieties, the cassada, from which the cassava farina 
of commerce is prepared, tiic West Indian yam, the tania, 
whioh in flaror resembles the Irish potato, and the arrow 
root. The eommon garden vegetables of Amerioa flonrish 
m Liberia when planted in the proper season, which seems 
to be Mareh or ApriL We saw at Monrovia excellent cab- 
bages, snap and lima beans, field peas, tomatoes, encombers 
and beets. If the African cruisers would remain lonir 
enough at Monrovia to send up the St. Paul's for supplies, 
they would have less reason to complain of the want of 
vegetables on the eoast. Oar domestio fowls thrive in 
Liberia, but the cattle are inferior. The sheep, being 
covered with hair instead of wool, mnoh resemble the goat, 
and the mutton is indifferent. Oxen are too small to be of 
flSBflh value as beasts of draught or burden, and the beef is 
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sddom yery good. Figs and goats thrive weD, and the 

former, with a laudable independence, make their own 
living. They are of the true republican stripe — lean and 
lank, and somewhat oare*wom in the &ce. Here, as in 
Sierra Leone, horses do not last, even vrith care and skilHiil 
treatment, more than three or four years. Wild aidiauls 
are becoming scarce. The elephant, hippopotamus, leopard, 
erocodUe, boa oonstiietor, and deer, fmnerly abandant» 
are receding before the advancing civilization. Monkeys, 
guanas, chameleons, lizards and ants, in great variety, still 
infest the woods. 

The driver ants, of which so many interesting stories may 
bo told, are a useful annoyance. In their migrations they 
travel in companies of countless thousands, and with the 
order of a well drilled army. In crossing a path the ad- 
vance guard forms into a perfect arch, under which the 
army passes, and then the bridgcmm form into line in the 
rear. They do not turn out of the line of their cooise for 
any obstraction which they can snnnonnt or remove. Beasts 
lutd insects of all kinds fear them, and when they come 
down on a dwelling the inmates retire, and the visitors, 
acting as a scavenger police, soon dear it of insects and 
vermin of every kind. Hieir visits, therefore, are hailed 
will) welcome. (Wibh a few companies could bo brought 
over for the benefit of some of our western hotels, as a 
standing army for the defence of bed-rooms.) They are ao* 
cornj^ani(Ml by birds which prey upon the insects that fly 
bcibrc tiicm. 

Id this sketch we have necessarily omitted many things 
of interest regarding the climate, soil and productions of 




rria i but wc trust that enough has been said to give 
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the reader a general idea of the character of each. We 
hskYQ only to add that, notwithstaudiiig the prodigality of 
natnie in the bestowmeiit of animal and vegetable food for 
man, 1fll>or is quite aa neoeauny to procure the comiEbrta of 
life there as here, and toil is more iiksomc : tliat, therefore, 
the rioggard begs aaudst perpetual harvestfiy and the poor 
are often himgry amidst fblkiesa of bread. 

The providence of God is marveUonaly Taried ; yet, in 
the distribution of good and ill to maUi the balance hangs 
with an eren beam. 



LIBXBIA — COKTIKUXD. 

Oondderatioiif not to be Oretlooked-^AgrievItiiK and Trade— Beggan 
— Soeietj and Hocala fn Liberia^InMilleclail ]>ef«lopineBl»-*-A Ool' 
lege— Indnance of Liberia— A Queation Anwrmd H ow Liberia la to 
<%?ilise— Froepect of Union with Siena Leone. 

In looking into the industrial, eodal, moral and intellectiial 

character of tho Liberians, justice to ourselves and to them 
demands that we should g^ve due weight to the following 
conaideratlons : 

First, the recency of the eatabBsfament. Second, the 
want of capital in those who formed the government, and 
those who, hj immigration, conthrae to increaae its popola- 
tion. Third, most of the emigrants were from the Slave 
States and had never learned to plan imd provide for their 
own maintenance — ^those from the States called free were 
etjoaUj dependent— and the difficult lesson of self-depend- 
ence had to be learned under the disadvantages arinng from 
an unfavorable dimatc, new modes ol iubor, new elements 
of sahsistenee^ new states of society, and entirely new asso- 
ciations. Fourth, the neeessarSy imperfect civilization of 
those wlio, thoucrh lone: in contact with a hic'h state of eivil- 
ization, were there as ignorant spectators, not as practical 
Students. The Christian religion^ which, in its essentia] 
liicts, they brought with them fitnn the land of the white 
man, contains many, perhaps most, of the important and 
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vHai elements of cirilizatioiiy but DOt all. Fifth, tliat in 
fomnig an estimate of their civilisation, the American ob- 
server tries it by the Lighest standard. He does the saiue 
in estinuiting tlieir inteUectnal oharactery his standard in 
both eases being the attainments of the Anglo-Saxon race. 
He who stands on tlic subliine heights of Tenerilfe or Atlas 
ia not prepared to estimate the altitude of the hills on the 
plains below. The snm of these considerations is, that in 
any of the departm«its of civilised society, we are not to 
look for much in Liberia ; yet, as a people, they are not 
without ezcellenees, which reflect credit on the civilization 
ef their adoption, their virtue and intelligence. 

As yet, the Liberians h:\\ v done but little in the way of 
sgricoituro, and until they become a producing people they 
esnnot be wealthy, nor in any high sense independent. 
They do notbmg in the way of manufectnres, if wo except 
the little sugar that is produced on the iarms of the St. 
Paol's River; their main business is traffic, and though this 
is carried on in a small-sale way, it furnishes employment to 
the capital oi the country, and to many of the people. 
Toung Africa, patterning after Young America, has a pen- 
chant far merchandising and the ]iro&ssions. The petty 
merchants buy palm oil, rice, camwood, skins, and a few 
other unimportant articles, in small quantities from the 
natives ; for which they give tobaeco, powder, dieap cut- 
lery, and cotton doths. The more wealthy merdiants buy 
from these, and seU again to the English and American mer- 
chant vessels, or ship directly to the States. There are 
several men of comdderable wealth in Monrovia. They 
keep large, well-assorted stocks of dry goods, and find ready 
purchasers among their own people. ^ 

1* 
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Mmy of the Liberiaus are mecliamcfi — carpenters princi- 
ptllj — tod these find work, at rather isodmte wages, about 
the towaa and settlements. Shoemakers, ausona, tinMm 

and blacksmiths are abiin<lant, but stea«ly work in tlieir 
d^artaxeuis is rather scarce. Those wlio have uo trade 
DOr the meaiis of keeping atoie** are diiTOD to &nmag^ 
and in the end, if at aU indnatrions, are the most oomfori- 

able. 

When emigrantSi who are acot ont — paaaage free— by the 
OokHuaataon Society, arrive in liberia they are tranBSEomed 

to tlie Ilccoptacle House, whore tur six muuthn they are 
provided with good board and excellent medical attention. 
In the cooiBe of this time most of the emigrants pass 
through the acclimating fever and are restored to health 
suliicicntly to be able to provide for thenisclveii. The 
republic offers to each adult person a peoe of land contain* 
ing five aerssy or a lot in town. Farming and cooking 
ut<msil8 are furnished by the Society ; and thus, broui^^lit 
through the fever, and furnished with took to work, a home 
and something to put in it, the initiated stranger is left to 
himself. 

Such is tlie bcgimiing which a minority of the emigrants 
have made; but there are many others who at the end of 
mx months are &r from being rid of the effects of the ^er, 
and, entirely incapable of providing for themselves, are sent 
forth to beg, or make a living otherwise, as best they may. 
It is desirable that the Society should ezt^d its aid in audi 
cases, but at present wo suppose that it is not able. Tliese 
arc the beggars who hang about the landing-places in Mon- 
rovia, crying for a penny from visitors, and praying to bo 
taken back to America. Among these beggars are many 



too Immj to ieam to work — barbers, waiters, ooachmen from 
our northern dtacs, and others who, because of bad cha- 
racter, caiiuot ihid Liiiployment ; yet trutli coiiirnaiids us to 
BBj, that we have sceu iu Moorovia many cases of real and 
blundeM poverty. There are scores there who would be 
blest, indeed, if transferred to some pSantation in t^e South* 
The same may be said, howeyer, of many in our own 
ciliea 

liberians haye been much censored fi>r their neglect of 

agriculture, and not without sonic reason; but words are 
cheap, lu Liberia there are no jK^rsr no mules, nor even 
donkeys, and the oxen are too small to be of moeh serrtee; 
nor hare the people the means of proeoring beasts of labor. 
Faximng by hand is slow business where grass gjows so 
rapidly as to require the constant labor of one hand to keep 
aa acre or two dear enough to make com and potatoes for 
a fiiniily. The very fertility of tlie soil is a disadvuiiiage, 
with the present means of husbandry. Rice is the staple 
article of food among both Liberians and natives. It r»> 
qidres less labor in its production than any other bread- 
stuff ; but this is brought in by tho natives in such quantities, 
and sold at so low a rate, that ikrmers cannot compete with 
them. This supply, howeyer, does not keep pace with the 
demands of the increasing population, and, therefore, the 
time is not distant when the liberians will find it both pro- 
fitable and necessary to produce it for themsdyes. QoSSee 
may be produced in Liberia with but little labor, and it is 
growing in iinportance as an ailicle of exportation. Tlio 
cultivation of sugar-cane is also attracting much attention* 
Seyeral mills £>r grinding the cane haye lately been intro- 
duced, two or three of which are steam mills. There am 
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mmy good ftms on the St* Ptetg River, and other SnUnior 

settlements. Citizens of Monroyia hare inveiitcd capital in 
lands and good fiunuag implemeitt8| have employed nativeB 
to work, and are doing a good eervioe to their country in 
developinij its resources. Nature lias desii^ned the people 
and country of Liberia to be producers ratiicr than manu- 
fiMtareni sad the sooner circmnatanceB eompid ihem to 
their plainly indicated misBion, the better f>r them. But the 
means lor beginning must be first given, or acquired by the 
preaent slow prooeas ; alter that, progress will be easy and 
natmral, and her fertile plains will onbosom a yast and an 
cxhauiiless wealth. 

bociety in Liberia is as good as cnn be reasonably ex- 
pected; indeed, we found a degree of refinement and taste 
for which we were not preparecl. The people desire to live 
in comfortable and pretty houses, tlic ladies and beaux dress 
in the fii^on^ and an aristocracy of means and education is 

m 

already set np. The people gcnerany dress above their 
means, extravagantly so, and the quantity of kid gloves 
and mntNrellas displayed on ail occasions does not promise 
wdl Ibr a nation whose hope rents on hard hands and wdl 
used and well developed mnsdes. The Virginians are said 
to be the leaders of the aristocracy ; and licre we must add, 
as the vesolt of our observation, that those who oame on* 
ginaUy fh>m Maryland, Virginia, and Georgia, as a class, 
arc more intelligent, more industrious, and more worthy 
tlian those who hail from points further north. 

Thanks to the missionary societies which have followed 
the Miugraats with teadiers and preachers, the people are 
in a good degree intelligent and religious, and remarkably 
moral As a people, they are prond, very mnoh pnffed up, 
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. ad offensi yely boastful. Tina seems to be tbe lot alike of 

young nations and young gentlemen just toraed ]oosc from 
school. Time and ezpenence vill geaerallj core both. 
The only danger is that some souudal act may be committed 

before self-knowledge comes. Already the Libcrians evince 
a d^ee of antipatiiy to those who assume superiority to 
them, by cemiDg amoiig them as teaohers, Hiey would be 
independent of misstonariee if they oonld, but there are 
sane men enough among them, we triiBt, to keep ihm 
morbidly sensitive and foolish spirit in abeyance until the 
people are capable of providing fi>r thw own edaeatlonal 
and reli«rious wuiils. Bv thai time thev •will have learned, 
smoi^ many other thinge, to esteem sueh agencies more 
highly. 

The government is making some provision for country 
schools, but I do not understand exactly what. There is 
one school in Monrovia^ and that a very req)eotable one, 
called the Academy, I believe, that is selfsupportinjoc. I 
was present at one of the examinations, mid was much 
pleased with the intelligence and proficiency of the scholars. 
TouDg Afticans, as we have seen in our Sunday-schools 
in southern cities, commit to memory readily and correctly, 
and as we have seen here and elsewhere on the coui^t, 
comprehend with near aa much readiness aa other youths. 
Tbe deficiency seems to be in the practical application. 
But the African race is yet in its infancy, and the mental 
character undeveloped. At present they seem to be 
deficient in the reflective fiumlties, particularly in causality, 
but what they may develop, when for generations they bavo 
been under the influence of a high degree of civilizatiuu, is 
yet to be seen. They possess many of those qualities 
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which give exoellence in the fine arts, and are by no means 
defidfliit in the superior sentiinienta. 

I regret to flay that a college hae been lately eatablldied 
in Liberia, the presidency of which Las been conferred on 
ex-Preaident Roberts, I regret it» because it will involve 
anontlay tluitnag^t be better used iaooQunonsohools. It 
will send out, for years at least, men imperlA^ctly learned, 
with the idea that they lire schohua, and create a Mie 
standard of education. The present state of society has no 
demand for sncb a thing, the high schools already in 
operation being suiiicient to supply teachers and pro« 
fessional men, and these are sufficiently pat.roniaed. A 
coaple of mannal labor schools, somewhere m the interior, 
would bo vastly more useful. Tiiese things — academies 
dubbed colleges — are getting to be an evil among us in the 
States, and we are sorry to see our ebony nfl&hoot QOjppng 
any of our de fe cts* 

What are the Liberiaos doing toward converting the 
natives? 

I once pulled a dronkea man off a railroad track jost in 

time to gave liim from being run over b} ilie train. The 
imminenoe of his danger sobered him a little, and rising to 
his feet, he exclaimed : 

"Sir, you have saved my life! What shall I do for 
you?" 

Pray for me,*' said L 

" Wen,*' said he, after a moment's thought, " I guess PU 
have to begin that job by praying for myself; and it^U give 
me enough far a while to do that," 

When the Liberians are converted themselves then they 
may strengthen their brethren. At prcjicnt they have no 
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flOMMto wpm in thst dureolion. Indirectly, however, they 

are exerting an elevating influence over the tribes around. 
They hire their children as domesticH, and these generally 
fbmke tbe religioii of thw fiithen iorthai of their masters. 
Tbe savaged acknowledge tlie superiority of the civilized 
man ; they are gradually adopting the ideas and practices 
o€ cEviliied life, and eyentaally they will become one people. 
The 0choob and other misnonaiy operations aaumg them 
are hastening this event. 

At present tlic natives are prejudiced against, and bitterly 
jesloos 0^ their Ohristiaa brethren, and, like the wld 
monkeys that; will pidc a tame Jooko to pieces if he goes 
among them in gay clothes and cocked hat, for getting 
shove his Idn, they would destroy the Liberians if they 
eonld. But this prejndioe will soon wear away, and they 
will become the willing disciples of their more exalted 
brethren. Those living in the territory of the republic are 
fixrced into a degree of orriHaation, by the laws which 
require tiie abandonment of certmn crael rites, and the 
refer^cc of disputes to tiie coni»tituted aullioritios. It the 
repoblio sormes, it is her manifest destiny " to civilise by 
amiexadon ; and like some other nations we wot oi^ to 
extend her sheltering wings over adjoining peoples, making 
herself rich the while by appropriating, for her services, 
their lands and treasnres. In the chatte and dame 
language of our American satirist in the " Biglow 
Papers:" 

•* To go * ascrugin * 'em out o' their dominions. 
Asbelteim' 'em, az Caleb sez, under their eagle's pinions, 
Which means to take a feller op Jest by the slack o* *s trowsls, 
An* walk him Spanish dean right ont all his homes an* bon^; 
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Wal» it doM seam acom way, but tliea boomw for Jaekml 
n muut U rigkt^ iat Caleb ms tf i ny'Zar Anjfh'Saxen** 

The Liberlaos, and for tkem their friends in Amerieai are 
anximis for a mdon wi^ Sierra Leone ; hut Ukeeome of the 

Protestant nonoiiiinalions who iibt rally propube imion 
among Christiaos by inviting ail to join in their creeds and 
niode% they propose a nnion in which^ as to fonn of 
government, Sierra Leone shall concede everything and 
Liberia nothing. Liberia, by the addition of a fertile and 
an eztensiTe territory, good harbors, of which at present 
she has none, and thousands of intelligent citisens, wonld 
be largely the gainer; and for this reason, as an American, 
1 should bo glad for such a union to take place. La con- 
versing with the leading colored officials of Sierra Leone on 
this subject, I found that, to a man, they would be very 
decidedly averse to any ]>ropQsitiou looking in that direction ; 
and that though well wishers, they are not admirers of the 
government of Liberia or the ty[)c of her civilisation. 
The nations cherisli and kccj) prominent those social and 
political peculiaritie& which distinguish £nglish and Ameri- 
can civilisation, and, both being nnoomprondsuig, they are 
fartlicr a] art than America and England. When Canada 
is nnn xcd to the United States, Sierra Leone may be 
joined to Liberia t Conndermg the interests of ^erra 
Leone, I cannot say that it would be wise In her to detadi 
herself from tlic protection and assistance of Great Britain, 
for the siiko of uniting with a young and struggling 
republic. The British lion may be very stem, and his paw 
at times very heavy, but it would hardly be prudent to 
desert his protection for that of an unfledged eaglet dis- 
carded by its parent* 



LIBBBLL 



161 



The great war lietween Civilization and l>arbaiism, 
Christianity^ and Idolatry, is yet to bo fought in Africa; 
bl>iBod 18 tfaat edony or repabiio wfaioh» when the day of 
haMe eomes, whfSi find ihflt die is eotlained by tho 

6ympailiy and force of a powerfol nation. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

riBS«IA — CONCLUDED. 

TUt U» Fk«id«nt BeiiMii--Ex-Fk«eid«iit BobM and tmaS^Tnii to 
the Senate— The Houm of Bepwaentalivga— FoP rtclina T ha T^ wii " . 
PttlpltOelebrHka— BUup Bw i A Oaoii^ lAMidii^lfMi^ ^ 
Mend*— Wbai sImII we do with ovr Free Colored Populatlon-^A R|tfl- 
road for liberie— Amerkan ColoniatioB Soeie^^llMUa B, Ooxr~* 
AdiaiL 

Os ft blight moniiiigm Ja&iitty, 1867, 1 aocwnftfiiiecLUpNQi* 
mander Ward in an official visit to the PreaidfiiDt of Idbmi» 

AVe were bbown iuto a comfortably and tastefully furnished 
pftrlor of the presidential uumsion, and Mr. BeusoQ $fH>Sk 
made hia appearance, dressed, aa all offieiala^ dma-hm^^* 
ce]>t those of the military oonuniflsion, in the- hahit ef a 
privntc citizen, lie received us with a good deal of cordi- 
aiity, and the ease and dignity of « refined gentteman «f^the 
Old Virginia achooL It vaa evident that he knew himedf . 
to be tlie President, and the liou of tlie occasion, yet there 
was an entire absence of the patronizing airs 8<^> common to 
high offidalfl, and thronghont onr interview hia deportment 
was cheerful and firaltless, and worthy of the president of a 
republic. He bj>ukc of the plei^iire it atroixlcil him to meet 
with American gentlemen, and of the increasing good dis- 
position of the Americans toward his government by send- 
ing them a commercial agent. Knowing, by previous 
acquaintance — for I had had the pleasure of brcaklusting 
him on the morning of his inauguration— that I was 
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fitnn the Sooth, be asked fleveral questioiu Tegarding south- 
ern interests, and showtd, by siibsc(j[ueDt remarks, sax 
acqoaintaace with our institutioDs, laws, and histoiy, and an 
ezpanliTeiieaB of view in regard to onr peculiar institutione, 
which would do credit to any foreign statesman. In per- 
son, Mr. Benson is tall and well proportioned, is about 
£nrty*fiYe yean of age, and as hlack aa obarcoaL Judging 
fitMn the following, it seems that the intensity of his color 
ha<l not a little to do with liis election. 

Captain W., of Virginia, in taking a walk through Mon- 
rovia, met a person whom he had known many years ago 
as a very respectable and intelligent slave In the Old Do- 
ndnion. There was a mutual reooguiiion, and the ibllowing 
dialogne ensned : « 

^ Why, howd'y, Buck? I hardly expected to see jovl 
here." 

T>uck^ with an air of dignity — How do you do, Captain ? 
I glad to see you ; bul they don't call me Buck here 
** What do they call you ?»> 

*'0h, 1 keep the old family name, of course, but they 
call me Coiofiel Brown, if you please !" 
** Well, teU me, Buck— ^ Colonel, I should say — excuse 

me !" 

Colonel (l ek niingly) — *'My old friends can call me what 
they please, Cap'n,'* 

" Very good lad ! Tell me how you and our Virginia 
people arc doing here 

An answer followed, in which the Colonel forgot that he 
was a Colonel, and throwing off his studied language and 
manner, gave a deseriptiQii of life in Liberia which ended 
thus; 
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So, take all togellMr, Wre been doia* right tQUkbte 
smart. Mmnp nps an* downs ; bnt things is getting bet- 
ter, an' wo are gettin' sort o* used to urn like." 

^Wtoick of the candidates £ot the presldenoy are yoa 
gohig to Tote lor 
" Oh, Benson, sir I" 

lias not lioberts made jovl a good President ?" 
" Oh, ye8.» 

He is a rery smart man,** oontinned the captain, and 

much respected abroad. I think you had better vote lor 
him." 

That's aU tme </olonel beooves quite animated — 

"But the fac's just this. Mass Whtt't the folks say as how 
we darkies ain't fitten to take care o' ourselves — ain't capa- 
ble, Roberts is very &ie genllemany bnt lie's more tohite 
than biaek^ an* Mr. Benson's eohred peopU aU imer! 
'Hierc's no use talkinr? governnicnl, an' making laws, an' 
that kind o' things, if they ain't going to keep um up. I 
vote for Benson, dr, can Itoants to knew w*s facing to 
stay nigffcr or turn monkey /" 

Ccrtiunly a purer representative of the African race than 
Mr. Benson coold hardly be fonnd, and beyond expectaUoii 
he has met the wishes of his people in exeonting the ftmo- 
tions of the presidential office. Prudence and sound judg- 
ment characterize him as an officer; and his messages, 
though often too long and unnecessarily comprehCTsiTe, and 
sometimes a little pedantic, arc marked by strength and 
clearness. Of their gcuuincness, those who know him have 
no doubtb He has lived in the colony and republic from his 
infimcy ; was educated at the mission schools, and has had 
but little opportuiiity for travel aud observation abroad. 
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Politics be j^tudled from American text-books, buL witboiit 
practical example^ in bis own country, of muck value; yet 
he ifl, in many r«i^ieet8^ a model ProBident. 

We called <m Ez*P^deiit Boberte aod ftmily. Mrs. 
and Miss Roberts are most intelligeut aud interesting per- 
adinagefii apeak English and French flueailyi and arey in all 
te^»eeta, wdL-bted and refined. I anppoae that they haye 
colored blood enough in them to swear by, but they might 
travel through every State in the Union without over being 
■o^eeted of having my comieotion with the sable progeny 
of Ham. Misa Boberta ia a bfaie-eyed blonde, having light 
brown hair and rosy cheeks; yet she is a genuine African, 
in the Know Nothing aenae of genuineness, having been 
bom in the woods of Liberia, The fiz-Preaident ia tall and 
well proportioned, colorless in complexion — hope the reader 
can tolerate a paradox — ^but plainly indicating his African 
eztraotion by a very kinky head of wool, of which, hia 
frienda aay, he ia very prond. We have apoken of hia 
official character in tlie tenth chai)Ler. In intellect and 
moral integrity he is a superior man ; and in the interview 
of that monuttg diafdayed mnch of that exceUenoe in con- 
versation and elegance of manner that have rendered hun 
60 popular in the courts of Franco and England. The best 
evid»iee of hia practical good aenae waa displayed in a visit 
which he made, a few yeais ago, to hia colored relativea and 
white friends in his native State, Virginia. In every circle 
he knew hia placei and conducted himself in auch a manner 
aa to win great fitvor among bond and free. Both the 
President and Jili-President are official members of the 
M. E. Church. 
In my atroUa about Monrovia, I dropped oocaaionally into 
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the Senale Chamber to hear the debates, They are con- 
ducted in a Teiy nnrepnblican manner^ namely, with great 

gravity and digiuty, and without noise ami personalities. 
Othello might address them in truth as potent, grave, and 
reverend agnionk** 

Senators Tates, Lewia^ Wamer, and RuBsell, are men of 
conmiaudiiig talents. The last named is a superior debat- 
ant, and, in voice and manner, reminded me much of Bishop 
Fierce, of the Sonthem Methodist Ohnrch. There was an 
tJncle Ned among them (will the Ilonorable Mr. Day par- 
don our familiarity for the sake of auld lang s}nie), who, 
whoever he spoke, afforded me some of those hearty 
laughs which are so scarce and so beneficial among AfHcan 
cruisers. When I saw liiiu last on the floor, lie had on .1 
long-tailed, brass-bnttoned, two-story-coUared bine coat, 
such as Dandy Jim is said to have worn, and on a nose 
of ample latitude, but deficient aliitiido, lie liad mounted a 
very substantial broadnBha^ed pair of brass spectacles. His 
nseful4ookittg feet were as firmly planted on the floor aa 
was hk mind on the position he had taken, and after pror- 
ing, from the Proverbs of Solomon, that his view of the 
case pending was the only one in the least degree reason- 
able, or consistent with the laws of the land, he called fbr 
the vengeance of lieavcn on the Senate if they would not 
deoidc in iavor of his side of the question. Yet Undo Ned 
was by no means a simpletim ; and despite the "dees'^ and 
**dens" so abundant in his speech, it was not without wit 
and point. He is, no doubt, a preacher, for I have never 
seen a negro of his appearance and physiognomy that was 
not. 

In the House there is less talent than in the Senate, but 
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It ia not without intelligent and honest members. I once 
went there to hear a debate on some important question 
rehiting to the tarifi^ bnt daring my stay a very windy and 
discursive speaker occupied tlic whole time. He was physi- 
oaliy and mentally lame, and though of bright oomplesdon 
vas very dull in aenie. His speech was a tiradeof abuse on 
American institutions, nor could he leave the favorUe 
ihcme^ though several times called to order. The sum of 
his argument seemed to be, that the little black boys of the 
flonthem States ought to be allowed to dress in antferm on 
the Fourth of Juij, aud parade with the volunteer com- 
panies* 

That class of politidAns known in our eenntry as office- 

seekers, have a few representatives in Liberia. They would 
be more numerous, but law} cr legislation, and lawyers^ 
have not yet taken root in Afidica. When law interpreta- 
tion and pleading shall have become a profesnon there, 
professional politicians, numerous and iuingry as the lean 
kine, will soon be in excess. Liberia has not yet produced 
authors worthy of attention, but there are two newspapers 
published in Monrovia, which often contain very respectable 
original contributions and editoiials. Wo are inclined to 
think that the Xiberians, as well as ourselves, have made a 
7wyrf.ftlcA in the unqualified liberty given to the press. 
Snrely, in its moral tone, an engine of such power cannot 
be too powerfully guarded. 

Among the pulpit eelebiities, Herring, of the Presby- 
terian church; Crummel, who is an A.B. of Cambridge, 
England, of the Episcopal church ; and Crocker, Matthews 
and Bums, of the Methodist church, are the most proml* 
nent» They are all msn of strength, professioual attam* 
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ments, and unquestioned integrity. FranoiB Bmrns has 

lately been in America, where he was ordained bi^liup of 
the Methodist Episcopal ohorch^ and appointed to liberia 
as a permanent diocesan. He is a Bweet«piritedy noble 

minded, intelligent and mtellectual man. His hcmi is as 
white as Mb skin is black — ^and that is saying a good deal, 
for the ace of qiades is but a shade deepeiv- and with his 
intelligence, moderation, sonnd judgment and piety, the 
friends of the clmrch luay be sure that her interests are safe 
in his hands. Our officers who have heard him preach, 

« 

speak in high terms of his pnlpit performances. 

"Tell our southern brethren," said lie, as ^vc took an 
a^'ecLionate farewell oi him, not to forget us. We are 
thdr people by sacred ties. A missionary, a teacher, or 
whateyer form of help they may be disposed to give us, iriU 
find appreciation and welcome." 

Accompanying the Rev. Messrs. Wilson and Williams in 
a walk to the lighthouse one eyening, I met with an old 
friend, formerly a slave in Georgia. Sherman, who will 
be remembered by some of my readers as the respected 
and polite sexton of Dr. Preston's church in Sayannah, 
recognized me in a moment, but so emaciated and altered 
in his appearance was he, that I was some moments in call- 
ing him to mind, though I once knew him intimately. He 
and his wife haye lost their health, I iear foreyer, but he is 
able to work a little. His children are Industrious, and ho 
makes a comfortable living, I called on his family, wnd 
lAer conyeraing awhile, I asked him what I should tell his 
friends in Georgia about his prospects in Liberia. Sherman 
is a sensible man, and I therefore took particular note of his 
answer. 



d by Google 



IIBEBIA. 169 

•*Tcll them," sakl lie, " that so far as myself and wife are 
coijceriied, wc can never be as well oil' uml comfortable, in 
worldly tbings, as we were in SavanDafa ; but I am satisfied 
that our children can do better here than they could have 

doue there." 

I mentioned several persons in Savannah who spoke of 
emigrating. Ho said : 

**Tcll Dcmoc and Molly — servants of James Kerr, Esq. — 
that they have lived too long and too well to come to lids 
country. C. and M. are young and industrious—they may 
come ; but tell them not to expect to be gentlemen and do 
notliiug.'* 

I saw G. W* EUis in Monrovia* He was bought by the 
Synod of the Presbyterian church in Alabama, and sent out 

as missionary in 1847. When sent out, he was a good 
preacher, a fair theologiau, and knew a little about Latin 
and Greek. He went to Liberia with an excessive idea of 
his own attainments, and when he came in contact with 
scholars of his own color in ^Monrovia, ho was made to feel 
that his acquirements were mere smatterings. He did not 
reach the position he expected to occupy, became dis- 
couraged, iK'i^U cted his church, au l, as a natural consc* 
quence, fell into sin. The n 111 Id ions through which he has 
lately passed have humbled him, and the Kev. Mr. Wilson 
has Lopes that he will yet be restored and made useful. To 
many, " a little learning is a dangerous thing.** 

I have introduced these persons to throw some light on a 
question asked by hundreds In the South in regard to free 
persons of color, or lliosc about to be made free. "Shall 
we send them to Liberia?" I am not prepared to give an 
unqualified affirmative aQgwer to this question^ Mr. B. 

8 
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bns a few servants, none the younger for having seen from 

forty to fifty cotton pickings, and none the stronger for 
Laving breakfasted so often by moonlight, and danced bo 
many jubas m the fence comers while waiting for day^awn, 
to V. hum he has offered freedom. He asked me if he ought 
to send them to Libeiia, assuring me that they wanted 
to go and that ho was willing to be rid of them. I 
answered : 

" If they wish to go, by all laeanii send them j but let mo 
recommend that, if yon have any interest in their fntnre 
happiness and comfort, or any respect at all for hamanity, 

you fiiat knock them all ou the head and send them 
em'>:ilincd." 

What shall wo do with our free population, is becoming a 
scnous question. To permit them to remain and increase 

iii the soul li era States, where tliey are often made the dupes 
and tools of bad white men from abroad, and where too 
often their influence over the slave population is anythmg 
but wholesome, is not to be thought of by tlie friends of ilic 
black man, or tlic friends of the South. Those southerners 
who know the social and moral condition of black people in 
the northern States, have, I trust, too much humanity to 
send them there ; but if they would, many of the free 
States have enacted laws prohibiting the influx of such 
foreigners. 
What shall we do, then ? 

I answer, with the following quaiiJications, send them to 
Africa, their original natural home. Send none who are 
known to be of vicious habits, none who are decrepit or in 

any way disqualilicd for active labor, none who are over 
thirty-£vo years of age. Let all the southern States do as 
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Maryland and Virginia iiavo done : provide hj law for the 
tnoiBlbr of auoh persons to liberiai and for thdr com- 
fortable establishment there. 

Yoniba, and countries beyond the equator, to which we 
flfaaU refer hereafter, offer "wide fields for colonial establish- 
ments, hnt now that we, as a people, hare undertaken to 
j^rovide ii iiomu fur our colored people in Liberia, it is duo 
her, that all oar influence shaU be given to sdd and establish 
her, before dividing onr attention with other colonies. As 
a nation, wc should acknowledge the independence of 
Liberia ; she needs this aid and encouragement ; we should 
do it in obedience to the golden rule ; wo should do it, 
because the arilieed world regards, and justly, Liberia as 
an American enterprise ; and if she succeeds, we shall 
reeeiTe honor, if she fails, blame and reproach will rest 
fbrever on America and American civilization. 

Liberia has in her tlie elements of success. 

**Tbc}- speak ibe tongue that Shakfpwrc spoke— 
The fiuth and morah hold, which UUton held."* 

If we continue to assist in developing these elements, 
she will become prosperous and great. If we cease our 
efibrta before these elements are fhlly established, and 
put into activity, she will fail of accomplishing her two- 
fold mission of providing a home for our people, and keep- 
ing open a wide door of access to the African heathen ; and 
ft datker ctoud will settle on her skjr than has ever yet 

shado wt.il iior palmy plains. 

A railroad connecting Monrovia with Carysburg, or some 
other high and healthy location of the interior, would be a 
great blessing to emigrants and missionaries in Liberia, and 
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a valuable aid in the agriooltural and commercial develop- 
ment of the republio generally* Such a road oonld be built 

for $5000,000. 

England has presented the republic with a vessel of war; 
France has made her valuable presents^ and proposes to add * * ^ 
another vessel to her little navy. A railroad would be an 

appropriate present from America, and one which would bg 
of permanent use in missionary operations^ 

The national structure that we have surveyed in these 
chapters on Liboi in, is the fruit of the labors of the Ameri- 
can Colonization. Society and her auidliarics, a benevolent 
organization, than which, in its success and good results, 
none in the history of the world has been more successful. 
The blessing of God has been upon it, and it commends 
itself to the confidence and cooperation of Christian and 
charitable men, south and north. 

In the course of our last visit to Monrovia, I visited the 
grave of ^Melville B. Cox, formerly of the Virginia Con* 
ference, the first Methodist missionary to Liberia. It is 
marked by a plain marble pedestal and shaft mx feet in 
height, which bears an unosieiuutious inscription, containing 
his name, the year of his birth, his landing in Africa, and 
his death. As I stood among the tangled shrubbery and 
waving pahns which cast Uiuir fiagraiicc and shade on his 
lowly bed, I heard again his dyiTii^ utterance, as a voice 
from under the altar, crying, "O Lord, how long! Though 
a thousand should fall, Africa must be redeemed," were the 
fervid words of his departing breath. May they never cea&o 
to echo about the altars of southern Methodism, until as a 
church we meet the peculiar cimms which the long neglected 
tribes of Alrica have upon us, and the outstretched lioiid^ 
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of £tliiopia are £llcd with the blessings of the Gospel of 
Ckrist. 

Oar beloved brethren, Wilson and WilliiunB, of the 

Presbyterian mission, accompanied vis to the Loach as we 
embarked for the Jait time, and their prayers and ))lessinga 
-went with us to the land of their homes and their love. 
We left onr old colored acqnaintanoes and friends in liberia 
with a degree of badness and anxiety — 8uch feelings as 
tbose have, who part company with a frail and feebly- 
manned boat &r out at sea, praying that He whose paths 
arc on the deep, and who ridcth upon the ^vinnjs of tlio 
wind, will hold the storms in Ilis hand, and bid the \v«cve8 
be still, until they baye gained a safe and quiet haven. 
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CHAFTKB XV. 

OAPB FAXJCAa. 

Ajmezstion of Maryland to the Bepnbllc of Liberia^Tbe Oapo— Petd^ 
Idand^The Lagoon-^rpban Aaylam — ^Fdmaa, Harper, Caralla-^ 
Grebo towa— Want of Beauty in Aiiioan Scenery-^GoreriMhn of IIm 
Colony, Management, etc. — The Hare that wouldn't go — Strife Kii^n« 
dercd— Tlie War— The Treaty of Peaoo-^Tbe Besolta of the War — 
Bishop Payne. 

BsFOBB passing to the Gold Coast, we moat devote a :few 
para<j;ra]ihs to Cape Palmas, the principal settlement of the 
Slate of Maryland in Lil^erla. 

In the tenth chapter, on Liberia, we have referred to the 
' origin of the colony of Maryland, and its annexation to the 
Bcpublic of Liberia, in 1857. The union of this indepen- 
dent State with Liberia waa long desired by the fiitnds of 
African colonization, to give unity to American operations 
on the coast, and for the mutual strengthening of the state 
and tlie repnblic. The event was hastened by a war, wiiich 
took place between the colonists and natives, at Cape Pal- 
mas, in January, 1857, and which, but for the opportune 
arrival of an English war-steamer, and a regiment of Libe- 
rian soldiers, headed by Ex-President Robertii, would have 
resulted in the total destruction of the colonists, and per* 
haps with them of the American missionaries. 

The cape from which this settlement takes it name, is a 
rocky promontory, one hundred feet high, which cxtenda 
Hlpto the Atlantic some three-quarters of a mile beyond the 
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]isi^ of the coast. To the southward of the capo, aod a few 
hundred yards distant, stands an island of barren rock, an 
aci« or two in extent. Tins is called Dead Island bv the 
traders of the coast ; and liere, until witliin a few } cars, 
tho adjacent tribes deposited their dead, without tomb or 
covering. The abolition of this mode of disposing of tho 
dead, and many olhcr inhumnnitics, has attcn<ic'd the lal>or3 
of the missionaries. Commencing at the base of the land- 
ward slope of the cape, and tending in an easterly dircc« 
tioD, is a lagoon of fresh water, half a mile wide and six 
miles long, wliicli receives several small streams, and is 
separated from the ocean by a bank of red sand, thrown up 
by tho action of tho waves. In this lake, as it may be 
termed, lisli arc abmidaiit ; and when, in the evening, it is 
dotted over with the canoes of fishermen, and reflects tho 
golden hues of the declining sun, and the lowing herds ga* 
ther upon its banks, it presents a chaniiiog picture. 

On the lii^hest point of the cape, "which is near its sea- 
ward extremity, stands the iight-honse, and near it the Or* 
phan Asylum of the Protestant Episcopal mission of Ame- 
rica. The Asylum is a large, commodious, and substantial 
crucifonu building of two stories; the lower story, or base- 
ment, is stone, and the npper, wood. In the rear of these 
buildings, and separated from them by a natural grove of 
palms, cocoanuts, and other tropical trees, is the little town 
of Cape Palmas, and a miio to the eastward is another town 
of Americo-Africans, called Harper. Between these towns, 
until the iMte war, stood a native village uf two thousand 
inhabitants, representatives of the Grebo tribe ; a savage, 
treacherous and warlike people. Twelve miles from Har« 
per is Cavalla, on a river of the same name, where there is 
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a Tillage of Christianized natives, and the Episcopal reo- 

deiico and schools oi iJifjhop l*ayiic. 

The country in the vicinity of Cape Paimas may receive 
the same geological and topographical clasdfication as that 
of Sun I Leone and 3Ionrovia. It is, perhaps, hi;:xher than 
that in the immediate vicinity of Monrovia, is magniliceiitly 
timbered, and rises gradoally toward the interior, as far as 
the eye can reach by means of a telescope, and to an eleva- 
tion above tlie beach, of two liundred feet. A shallow and 
impetuous stream, called Ilofiman River, disembogues near 
the western slope of the cape. 

If we could survey African scenery as we do " tlie mag- 
nificent distances" and landscapes of our own country, Ave 
should say that the scenery in this vicinity is beautiful be- 
yond description ; but the wildncss and mystery which are 
•associated in uur minds with evervtlun^x in Africa, are in- 
compatible w ith the idea of beauty. Grand, even sublime, 
we may say it is ; but in a landscape where the useful herd, 
the cultivated field, the fruitful garden, the home where hu- 
man happiness and love may dwell are Avanting, we can 
scarcely find that which awakens the emotion of beauty. 

The lands on which the colony* of lilaryland is located, 
were purchased from the Gi ebus by the ^laryland Colonic 
zation Society (U. S,), in 1833 ; to which another tract was 
added in 1836. Subsequent purchases have greatly enlarged 
the territory, so that at llie time of lis annexation to the 
republic of Liberia it mu-t have possessed a sea-coast of 
near two hundred miles. The depth of this tract, interior- 
wise, has never been definitely settlcci ; but may be consid- 
ered as running parallel with the line of the shore at a dis- 
tance of thirty miles. 
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The governors of the colony, since 1837, have been colored 
men ; bnt^ until it became an independent atate, acting un- 
der the snperyiflion of the Society. During the administra- 
tion of Russwurm, six neighboring kings voluntarily ceded 
their territory to the jurisdiction of the colony. The popa- 
lation was then one hnndred ; in 1857 it was near twelve 
hundred. The government of the state has been prudently 
and successfully conducted ; and it now stands an honor to 
the Colonization Society of Maryland, and a praise to the 
noble State which, by annual appropriations of money, and 
reinforcements of emigrants, has increased the population 
and established them in comfortable homes. 

The agents of the Society, iii l urchanng this territory, 
readily accepted the condition that the natives should re- 
tain their villages and the lands then under cultivation. 
This they did, supposing that the natives resident in the 
territory would assist in defending the colonists against the 
encroacinueuts ot other tribes ; and that, by contact with 
the civilized blacks, they wonld more readily snbmit to 
civilization and Christianity. For a time, these resnlts 
seemed to be working out. The natives assisted in building 
their hoosesy and even a fort ; aped some of their manners, 
and attempted to learn their langnage. The colonists, in 
turn, shared with the natives their tobacco— blessed plant I 
bedewed with the fragrant rum of New England, the peace 
branch of modem civilization ! — ^took their medicines when 
sick* the best proof in the world of iHendship ; learned to 
fish and hunt in the African fashion ; and, for aught I know 
to the contrary, gathered the mysteries of detecting witches 
and catching young devils — arts in which the (Jrebos excel. 
The natives went to hear the mi^biunuries preach, professed 

8» 
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to embrace Christianity, beoause tbey thougbt it would 
please the white men, olicred their idol grisgris at the low 
rate of a plug each, or a canoeful for a bottle of mm. 
They were going into civilizadon with eeven leagae strides 
— railroad speed was notliing compared to it — but tlic };ro- 
gress was Buddonly arrested. Money makes the nuure go," 
but in this ease the oata gare out. The land agents paid 
up ; the misidonaries fi>nnd out, on closer snrvey, that their 
newly-gatherod flocks were wolves iu shcep'i^ clothiug, and 
arch decelTers. They ceased to make presents, and began 
on more common-sense principles. As to the colonists, 
]>oor fellows, they were bouu past the giving point, and 
where the maxim, it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive," met an exception, and turned back inverted. 

The chiefs now began to see the effect of selling their 
territory, and signing the treaty against illegal traffic, in 
the snppresdon of the slave-trade, which followed the esta- 
blishment of the colony and the mismon. This had been 
the source uf their revenne, and furuL^hed the means and 
incentives to war and plunder. They had not then, as many 
of them have since, seen the advantages of civilization, and 
felt the power of that Truth, before which men must bow 
or iklL They saw^ in short, that they must labor, or do 
withont the mm and tobacco, and beads and gay kerohieis, 
so abnndant in the days of the slave-trade. Human nature, 
African natiuro in particular, hates work; and with tlic 
work, those natives soon learn to hate those who brought 
the necessity for it, in any degree, upon them. This hatred 
was deepened by the discovery that between themselves 
and the colonists there was fixed an impassable gulf of caste, 
Tlm^Sk^e became mutual The colonists did not hide 
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tliat thcj conndcrcd the satires little better than brutes, 

aiul the natives despised thciii in tiiin, lor putting on t!io 
clothes and uKumeis of whito luco, while their skins were 
black. 

Then commeneed, in feeling, a war, not of races, but of 
the culottes and the smis culottes ; savage nature and civil- 
ised taste. The anperiority of the colonists over the natives 
in arms, ingenuity, industry and comfort ; their increasing 
niunbcrs and commerce, and tlic respect shown thcni by 
men-of-war on the coast, was constantly increasing the hatred 
of the formeri and showing itself in frequent personal encona- 
ten between the parties, and oomplaints and menaces, 
witliout sufficient cause, on thu part of the natives. For the 
last three years of the hardly preserved peace, the Hags of the 
natire village waved in terrorem over the trembling colonists, 
who lived in constant dread of an outbreak. To bo prepared 
for such a probability, the oolonLsts formed themselves into a 
military company one hundred strong ; but their equipment 
was bad, and their discipline worse ; and, worst of all, the 
native village stood between the towns of the colonists, and 
contained £ive hundred warriors, thirsting for blood, and 
armed to the teeth with knires, spears and muskets* 

In the course of December I80G, Governor Dayton received 
information that the natives were secretly preparing for a 
descent on the colonists, and that the time was aet, and as- 
sistance called in. He promptly called on the prince. Yellow 
"Will, and lield a palaver with him and his head men, in 
which the governor was given to understand that such an 
attack had been in contemplation, but was now abandoned. 
In the early part of January, 1857, the governor thought it 
advisal>ie to oali another palmer^ but Yellow Will roloscd 
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to attend, after three invitations loiiowed by tlixeats. Tho 
colomBts receiyod this as evidence of liis unfriendly inten- 
tions, and a sofficient cause for war. They arranged a plan 

of attack, and, ere tlie natives were aware, were upon them 
with lire and svvurd. Torches were tlirown among tho 
thickly clastered hutSy which bemg composed of bamboo 
and palm-leaf thatch, burnt like dry stubble. The warriors 
fled without their anus, aiid were received by volleys of 
musketiy from men in ambush. The women and chil- 
dren were suffered to escape unmolested, but it is said 
that several children and old persons perished in the 
flames. 

Not satisfied with routing the natives and destroying 
their village, the colonists, flushed with victory, proceeded, 
after rcstiug a few days, to carry tho war into Africa, by 
attacking the natives at Half Grehwey, a village at which 
they had encamped, some six miles from Hatper. The for- 
mer took their two field-pieces, and divided into companies 
— one of twenty-five men in a largo canoe, takincr one of the 
guns, while the other, of seventy men, dragged their gun 
and proceeded along the beach of the lagoon. Before 
arriving at the expected scene of action, they were sur- 
prised and surrounded by an ambushed party of several 
hundred natives. The men from the boat had, I suppose 
from the effect, fixed their gun athwart ships, and, forget- 
ting to allow for the recoil, fired it off in that situa- 
tion. The narrow boat capsized, of coui'se, and tho-;o 
who were not drowned were shot in the water by the 
natives. 

The party on shore was in great disorder, and remember^ 

ing the adage that 
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•*Ho who fights and nma away. 
May live to fight another day,** 

took to their hcols, leaving the field-piece to the cneiiiy, 
and went into town at the rate of a great many miles per 
hour I Here they remained in a state of defence, until the 
arrival of further sdd. Commodore Crabbe received a 
request, by a runner, who eanio up in a eanoe, wliilc at Mon- 
rovia, to send a vessel for the protection of the zlincrican 
misaionariea at Oape Palmas. On arriving at Porto Prajra, 
he dispatched the XT. S. sloop St. Louis to their asastanoe. 
The arrival of the St. Louis, together with other forces, 
so awed the natives, that they sent in to sue for peace. A 
palaver was held, conducted by Commander Livingston and 
Ex-President Roberts on the part of the colonists, and by 
Prince Yellow \\ ill and his chiefs on the part of the natives. 
A treaty was concluded, which, like most treaties in such 
cases made and provided, required the natives to submit 
quieUy to their chastisement, pledge themselves to preserve 
peace for the futnre, and to pay several liundred measures 
of rice in a given time to compensate for a mission churcli, 
and other American premises, which they destroyed by fire 
in their flight. So closed a fair specimen of the colonial 
wars on the West Coast. 

This war has produced two good results. It hastened the 
annexation of Maryland to Liberia, and removed the native 
village from the place which it occupied in the midst of the 
principal town of the State ; but its moral eflects on the 
native must be bad indeed. They consider the destruction 
of their town an infraction of the treaty between them and 
the colonists j and the destruction of the children and infirm _ 
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persons who perished ia the llaines ^viil be cherished with 
feelings of reseutment for msmy generations. The chiefs 
* claim tbat thej hold Bishop Payne and his white brethren in 
great respect, and that the burning of the mianon premises 

was done without autiioritj from thein. 



t 
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FaTorabIc Impressions — A Word for ilonrovia — General Superiority of 
the Southern over the Northern Black — The Great Obstacle to Ira- 
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On entering the settlement of C«ipe Palmas, we were struck 

Willi the nnmbcr and the cultivation of the gardens, tho 

neat and oieanly asjpect of the honaesi and the comfortable 

appearance of the people. Kvidencea of thrift and industry 

are abundant; and though there are liere no large private 

dwellings to compare favorably, in point of taste and con- 

yenience, with a few of the better dass in Monioyia^ the 

hoosea are generally more comfortable ; and, what is still 

better, the town is LiUirely free from beggars, and such 

whining idlers as are oilcn met with in the capital of Liberia. 

Justice to the laberians requires ns to 8ay» howerer, that 

they are more industrioos than the i4[>peanince of persons 

and things in Monrovia would indicate. 

Most of the industrious and enterprising people of the 

repnblic are in the conntiy on their &nns, or porsoing some 

craft in the Tillages of the interior, while in Monrovia the 

poor congregate, or rather remain; and tho barbers and 

fiddlers and bai\jo-players of northern dtiesi who cannot 

m 
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bring thdr delicate fingers to handle the hoe or the aze^ 
loiter about the streets doing *' chores " as they arc com- 
pelled by hunger, steal fruit from the gardms, or compose 
tales of woe to pour into the ears of visitors to ezdte small* 
change sympathy. 

It is a great pity that such cattle should be sent to the 
colonies. If they cannot be made useful at home, measures 
should be taken for their extermination — drowning them in 
pairs, for instance. When the sable Bean Brnmmell gets 
hero, he finds that, like Othello, " his occupation's gone," 
but, unlike OthoUo, he has no defciire to learn any other. He 
soon becomes more ragged than any of Falstafi^s recruits 
ever were, and finds himself perfectly '^/res'' to choose 
between w»)rk and >t;ir\ :iiion. He splits the difference, and 
returning to original priuciplcs, bare head, bare feet, and 
fig-leaf apron, takes a fisw lessons firom his fiiends, the 
monkeys, and seeks his daily bread among the palm and 
cocoa-nut trees of the neighboring woods. 

The very "vvortliy author of *^ Africa and the American 
Flag** conduded a priori^ that colored persons onginaUy 
firom the slave States are not so indnstrions as persons of the 
same color wl 10 liavc al\s a\ .s been free. Our observations 
in Liberia led us to the opposite conclusion, and we were 
confirmed in the correctness of that opinion by our observa- 
tions at Cape Palmas. 

The communities of tlie rei)ublic were mndo up of persons 
from both free and slave States ; this colony was fonned by 
persons of the slave States exdnsively, yet I donbt if thm 
is a community in liberia of the raze and means of the 
Maryiaud colony that can show miire evidences of industry. 
I am aware that fireed slaves are not wry indusirioua^ as a 
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class ; and I am aware also thati as a class, the colored 
persons of the North and East are not mdostrions. Mr. 

Chambers, of Edinburgh, in his notes of a tour iii the Uiiit od 
States and Canada, says of them that they arc the most 
unproTident, indolait, and wretched people in America. 
The difference, as presented in the colonies, between the 
freed slave and the negro "wlio has growji up after the iiiaii- 
ner of liis kind iii the free States, without a trade or habits 
of labor, is this: the former hnow9 haw to wrk^ and will 
stoop to it rather than snffer, and that, too, withont con- 
aiderintif it much of a hardship; the latter knows bnt little, 
gone rally nothing, about such labor as is profitable herc^ and 
if he understood the modes, such has been the character of 
his physical cdncation, that he bnt seldom has the strength 
to endure it. Again: Whatever may be the occasion of it, 
the colored man of the South has in him a degree of per- 
sonal pride and ambition, sach as the colored man brought 
np in oommtmities where he is told that he is free, and yet 
shut out from respcctaljlc society and in every respect do- 
graded socially, has not. In obedience to the promptings 
of these principles, the former may toorky but the latter 
cannot dig, and alas ! to beg he is not ashamed. 

The great obstacle to improvement among all the trans- 
planted people on the coast, has been the idea, brought with 
them from America, that, when they reached Africa, they 
should become ladies and gentlemen, doctors, lawyers and 
senators, merchants, and so on, at once ; and, oh delectable 
vision 1 all without work. Experience, that successful in- 
structress, has tried to enlighten them on this subject, and, i 
bi/ hard hiocks, has succeeded in several instances ; bnt 
there are some hopeless scholars left yet, who, intent upon 
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realizing their dreams, are ffoing through the motions ; and 
I verily believe that^ often against the testimony of thdr 
stomadbfl and backs, many have ahnost peraoaded them- 
selves that they are all they expected to be — ^rich, grand, 
wise and gi*eat« But our hope is in the next generation; 
and that hope ia not without some rational basis. 

The olimate of Cape Palmas, as indicated by meteofolo- 
gical observations, is like that of Monrovia, but, though 
nearer the equator, I tiunk that it ia more healthy than 
jtfonroviai and that the mortality among missionaries and 
emigrants here has been less than at that place. The soil in 
this vicinity is on the elevations, ai'gillaceous, tophaceous 
and ferruginous ; loamy alluvium on the bottoms ; and bear> 
ing everywhere, except on the steeper ridges, a good snrftce 
of vegetable mold. Sugar-cane, the arundo ettechartferoj 
thrives well here, as it does in most places on the West 
Coast. It is generally twelve feet in length, averaging 
seven or ei^t inches in the joint, and two Inches in disr 
meter. 

The statement will seem incredible to many of our 
Louisiana planters, but we make it on the authority of a 
most req^eetable white misaonary, himself once a West 

India planter (llev. John Seys), tliat on the average land of 
Liberia 8,000 pounds of sugar per acre may be produced. 
The cane matures, bearing seed tassel, in nine months. The 
same variety in the West Bidies requires twelve months for 
foil maturity. Coffee is hero fast becoming a grand stfij^lu 
in agriculture and trade. The Rev. Mi-. Scott of the Epia- 
copal Mission, formerly of Yirgmia, and who is by no 
means a visionary, has suggested that it would be profitable 
to Ameiican planters to take lease on lands out here (white 
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men eannot purehate reel estate io tlie TepaUio), plant them 
in eoffee^ furnish agricultural implements, etc., employ colo- 
nists aad natives to work, and visit the coast annoaUy to sell 
the crop. The quality of this coffee has been fblly tested, 
and is found superior to any produced in South America. I 
doubt not that a company formed for the above-named pur- 
pose, or £[>r the production of sugar, would realise hand- 
some returns from their investments. There are intelligent 

and 1 diublc colored men kaviiig ihc btatcs every year fully 
coTiv]ietent to take charge of such plantations; and besides, 
the planting and cropgathering seasons arc sufficiently 
healthy to allow of the residence of white superintendents 
"witljout serious l isk of life. 

The (hiy is not distant when steam communication will be 
established between the United States and libaia, and her 
ezhaustless fields be brought within fourteen days of our 
own shores. Already the interests of American commerce 
demand the establishment of such a line, aud the general 
government should extend its aid in such an entexprise, 
before England and France take the field fi'om us. Already 
the sLcam liners between England and Fcniaii Ju To touch 
at Monrovhi, and it is said that arrangements arc making 
with the company to have them stop at Cape Palmas also. 
Of the 125,000 gallons of palm oil annually exported from 
this place, American purchasers get 60,000 gallons. Tho 
other exports are pepper and camwood. The revenue of 
Maryland, the year previous to its annexation to Liberia, 
was about §2,000, derived from a light duty on certain 
imports. 

The dominant rdigions influenee here is Episoopalianism, 
Perhaps among the colonists, the Methodists are most 
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Uluuerous, but with the natiycs tho Episcopalians have bcea 
more saoceaafiil. Thej have reclaced the prevuhng lan- 
guage, Grcbo, to writing, and have translated into it many 
excellent works, including portions of the Scriptures, Siiine 
hymns, and portions of the liturgy. Wo giv e below a speci- 
men of this euphonions tongue.* Their sohoola are nomer* 
ons, and are condneted on prindples whieh promise perma- 
nent results to the church and civilizuUon in Africa. They 
have nitis mission schools, and as many churches, within 
twenty-five miles of Cape PaUnas, Theao^ with three or 
fonr stations in Liberia proper, make np the A^ean diocese 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. Bishop J. Payne, D.I)., 
formerly of Virginia, is the most popular missionary on the 
coast, and justly so. The many years of self^aorificing de* 
votion which he has given to his work in Africa, his accom- 
plishiiu nts, his catholic sj)irit, his zeal, his kuowu trust- 
worthiness, have made his name kno>vii and beloved, even 
by the savage hordes who reject Ms religion. The absence 
in him of the ridicnlons excln^veness and arrogant claims 
which render so many of his denomination in iVmerica tin- 
profitable laborers and unlovable brethren, has gained for 
him the confidence and love of the missionaTies of other 
churches. With such persons as Bishop Payne, Rev. Mr. 
Hoffman and his noble lady, the missionary martyr,f who, 

* Nonh Dade dada Gjulc, a po na, " njcno ne mla nyuiia bob mua 
Babo, Btionnh, Bubli, SIblo ke Bsbo sh orenh nonh we, kbit gedie, oh 
mu nah nyine na to. Boh po na, oh ye na na te, nenh oh mu no ma 
bwanh.'* 

Then Dade called Gyulc and Mud, '* to-morroir morning go toBlioranh, 
Bubli, Sihio, and all the Babo towns, and hire them to get your wife for 
yon. If she is not obtained we will make war." — OmaUa Muteng^r^ Wi, 

Africa. 

f The Sev. Geo. Cumminga, D.D., baa giren ua an interesting bio- 
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though dead, yel spcakcth, Kcv. Mr. and 3Irs. Scott, of 
Virginia, our beloved friend, Rev. J. Rambo and his aecom- 
idiihed wife^ and Miss Wiiiiford, ^rom Savaimah, the £pi8- 
of^Md Church of America may consider herself well and 
ablj represented in tliis land of deep shadows. Besides 
these white persons, there are six, colored miuhiters, three 
of whom are natives^ and over twentj assistants and teachers, 
half of whom are natives. In her liturgy thb church pos- 
sesses an instrument of iisefiikicss aud iuflaence over the 
heathen mind such as no other American church possesses. 
We speak of human instrumentalities, of course. 

The Orphan Asylnm, to which reference is made hi the 
last chapter, was opened in 1655 Ibr tlie recepliuu of or- 
phans sent out £rom the States as colored emigrants, or 
those which should become such after their arrival here. 
lihey are boarded, clothed and educated at the cx}>enso of 
the church. They are taught with relbrenco to becoming 
teachers in Africa. It was at this home that the sainted 
Mrs. Hoffinan "fell asleep;" and when standing in the 
chiunber where the martyr met lier £ate, wo felt that it wan 
a place honored above the eoinmon walks of virtuouii lUc, 
quite on the verge of heaven.*' 

Let us say to our Episcopalian friends, that this and all 
the other institutions of the ir African Mission are worthy 
of their sympathies and charitable assistance. Kothing that 
they have given to Africa has been spent in vam ; nothing 
that they may give shall be lost. Every missionary sent, 
every dollar expended, tell on the future of Africa for 
good. Missionaries may fall, and means seem to perish 

grapby of iLia cstiniablc la<ly. Wc commend it to all interested in 
A&km or other mifldoDB.~Lindaaj & Bladdston, Phlladclpbuu 
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with the handling} yet good results will follow. The death 
of a missionaiy in AfKca is known, in one instance at least, 

to liavc been lulluvvca by the conversion ot" scores of natives, 
who pointed to that event as the cause of their first seiious 
oonvictions. 

There is a Methodist high school at Harper which pro> 
mises mucli good ; and a church at the same place which 
has many members. We retain a very grateful recollection 
of a basket of Hresh beets, cabbages and okra, sent off to 
onr mess as a present from the principal of that school, 
Rey. Mr. Paine. 

Among the residents at Harper, I found several persons 
from Augusta and Savannah; and deeply, as a Southern 
Methodist, did I feel the reproof contained in the question, 
"Whj dou'l 6omo of our own Georgia preachers come out 
here to preaeh to us and help us In a temporal point of 
view, our Georgians are domg well. They arc generally 
industrious and comfortable. 

Our first visit to Cape l*a]mas was in Pcccmbcr, 1855. 
We brought with us from Monrovia three passengers, the 
Rev. J. Rambo, of the Episcopal mission, and the Misses 
Staunton and Brown, teachers in the ^rotliodist mission. 
Our kind hearted couimodoi*e gave up his cabin to the 
ladies, and I resigned my state-room to the gentleman. 
])i&ss Staunton was in the last stage of consumption ; and 
Miss Brown was suffering from effects of the ncclimating 
fever, which at length carried her to the grave. Miss S. 
had been tenderly brought np, and twelve months before 
left a comfortable home for a mission school in Africa. 

Kever can I forget the day of our laiullng at the Cape, 
lieat. Williams and myself walked with the ladies from the 
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landing to the school-house where they were to reside, a 
mile distant. As we stopped to rest under tho shade of a 
oocoanat-tree in the Grebo Tillage^ and the disgusting 
nadves, men, women and obildren, in a state of almost 
entire nudity, gatlieieel around us to gaze at the white 
women, one of the luiiies exclaimed— "I reaiize for the first 
time that I am in Africa. Oh, what a work is before na I" 
The Greboea are the most degraded of the tribes that 
we have yet seen. They live in low, circular, bamboo huts, 
haying long conical roois of palm leaves and grass. Thejr 
are aopentitiona, treacherous and unintelligent. Yet among 
them there are many who haye been won by the attractions 
of the Cross to the fmih and hopes of a better life. Miss 
Staunton died on the 17th of April, 185G, at the setting of 
the aon. She was one of the purest^ noblest women that I 
ha;7e ever met. Youn^, cheerful, ehild-Iilie^ aflfeedonate, 
yet devoted soul and body to her Master's work. She 
aleepB among rustling palms, in the blessed hope of a glori- 
ooa reaurrectioii, and thither she went, cheered by the con- 
scious assurance that they who sleep in Jesus ^ahall awake 
in his likeness.'' 
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OuB first vkit to Eliuiua was mado in December, 1855. We 
oame to anchor in the open roadatead^ a mile from the diore^ 
late in the afternoon of the 1 1th. The aea was rough, as it 
generally is on this pnrt of the coast, bnt the evening was 
calm and pleasant, and the sun wont down in a clear sky. 
The forts of St. George and St. Jago, the honses of the 
traders, and the oompaetly built natiTO town whieh sur- 
rounds them, were fully in view. 1 climbed into the mizzen 
top to take an outline sketch of them, and succeeded, ailer 
a sort, notwithstanding the rolling of the ship. Our deeka 
were scarcely cleared when the quarter-master reported ** a 
large boat coming off bearing Dutch colors." Said boat, 
which was a huge dug-out canoe, was soon alongside, and 
being the first of the Gold Coast boats that we had seen, 
attracted no little attention. She was twenty-five or thirty 
feet in length, four in width, and two and a half in depth. 
A space in her bows, eight feet long, was surrounded hj a 
plank rail two feet abore the gunwale, inside of which sat a 
white oflBcer in uniform and feathers. She was propelled by 
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twehre naked paddleri, who kept tip a ihllToiced jabber, and 

as they neared the sbip commenced bowing and gesticulat- 
ing to the men iu the ports as if they were recognhdug 
dd aoqnaintanoea. The officer came on board and presented 
to the oommodore the eomplunenta of his excellency Gover- 
nor Dcrx, of Elmina Castle. lie was quite an iiitelUgent 
young gentleman ; spoke French and broken Knjjlish quite 
flnently, and in the oonrse of an hour's ohat in the ward- 
room, gave us a great deal of infi)rmation respeotmg the 
station and the latest news from Europe. It was quite daik 
when ho left the ship, but his lusty crew, keeping time to 
their paddles with a song, the choms of which was a simal- 
taneous grimt, dashed the canoe over the heavy sea as feaz^ 
le^ly aa if it had been high noon. 

At eight o'clock the following morning we fiied a salute 
of twenty«one gnna with the Datoh ensign at the lore ; and 
floon after a goodly company of us took boat for the shore. 
When Within a few hundred yards of the boath we wore 
met bj a nnmber of native sarf>boatS| such as the one already 
described, one of which we employed to take ns ashore. 
' We felt some hesitancy in committing ourselves to the 
savage navigation of these unahirted gentlemen, but, belie v- 
mg the nonsense that it is always dangerous to attempt a 
landmg in ship-boats, we trusted; and very cleverly did 
they carry us ilirough the lieavy rollers to the mouth of a 
little river which empties near the larger fort. 

Such boats as men-o^war carry are certamly safer when 
flkiUiully mani^d than these diapdess hulka True, acci- 
dents have hni)i>oned in ship-boats, but aeeidents have hap- 
pened m native canoes also. In all our subsequent iaudiugs 
weataid in our own boat| Imd went through the surf conir 

9 
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fbrtMj, Skill and judgment, however, are qmte necessary' 
in such TTHters. Sharks are as numerous here as minnows 

in Flint lliver, and n capsize would be f ital to liands. 

After cailiug on the governor wc spent the forenoon in 
strolling through the native town, and at two o'clock re- 
paired by invitation to the castle to dine with his excellency 
and suitt. Elmina, formerly written El Mina, derives its 
name from a mine in this vicinity, which tradition says was 
once fruitful in gold. It is the principal Dutch station on 
the coast, and soon will be the only one ; for these stations, 
though profitable to Dutch merchants, liave long since 
ceased to yield any direct revenue to the government, and 
are kept up by heavy expenditnres and great sacrifice of 
life. The larger and more noticeable of the two forts here 
located, originally called St. Jago, now Koenzandsburg, was 
commenced by the Portuguese in 1481, under the patron- 
age of King John H. The object of this establishment and 
similar ones on the African shore, was to afford protection 
to the vessels and persons of traders who visited the coast 
for the purpose of trafficking with the natives. Early in 
the year referred to, Don Diego d'Acambuja arrived on 
the coast at the head of 600 soldiers, 200 laborers, a priest 
or two, and several artisans. They landed with pomp and 
ceremony, marched to the native village which stood on the 
banks of the river, there hoisted the royal standard of Por- 
tugal on a hiixh tree, built an altar under it at wliich tin y 
celebrated hi^h mass in gratitude for their safe voyage, and 
offered prayers for the success of the settlement about to be 
established, and the speedy conversion of the heathen. 

Thi; n.it ] \ e king, Camainca, was not pleased with the pro- 
posal to establish a permanent settlement in his territory, 
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bat seeiiig that it waa about to be done, with or without 

Lis consent, he accepted the offered presents, and ceded the 
tract of iarni on which the town and its suburbs now stand. 
A £sw days after he had dgned the deed ot sale (?) and 
while ha waa still in thedcepblaeaof penitence Ibrthe fooVs 
bargain which be had made, the workmen commenced quar- 
rying stone for their buildiugSi and attacked a large rock 
which the natiyas regarded aa a fiitiah; that i^ something 
tacred« Thia waa too mnch for the good king, and he 
showed his ztjal for the idols of liis fatliers by attacking in 
person and severely wounding the profane pick-axe man. 
The cry of war waa immediately raised ; both invaders and 
nativea flew to arms ; bat the pmdent Asbmbnja called for 
a council with the king, and by presents, threats, and (f(/uar- 
diente^ so soothed the raffled leelings of liis mud-bedaubed, 
war-painted highness, that he promised to keep peace for 
the liitnre, and to forgive the sins of the pick-axe, on eon* 
dition that said fetish rock giiould be exempt irom attacks 
of pro&ne pick-axes forever. The atone waa pomted out to 
me on the bank of the river; and an intelligent native who 
accompanied one of the Dutch officers and myself in a tour 
ol obsei'vation, assured us that it still bore its sacred char- 
acter, as it had done since its creation, and would, until the 
end of the world, unless-^d he scratdied hia head as 
he put iu the proviso — " the white man put powder to 
it." 

How long the Portnguese were in building this immense 
pile of stone and mortar, the caatle, I could not learn ; bot 

it was certainly completed before the middle of the sixt(H'nth 
century. It is surrounded by a high wall, pierced by musket 
port!) and to native warriors is impregnable. A deep trench 
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divides it from the native town, aud it can bo entered on 
that side only by a drawbridge. 

We have already referred to the oommenoemeiit of the 
trade of the Datch <m the coast. Paying but little respect 
to the giaiil ul ilic popo, AvhicU beciircd to Portugal, for her 
eoterpribe in discovery, tlie whole of the Weatern Uoafit, 
they established themselves wherever they thoaght a pro- 
fitable trade could be driven ; and in the early part of the 
seventeenth centiirv drove the Purtu^riicse iiuiii all their 
establishments on the Gold Coast. They attacked Kimina 
Gsatle in the year 1637. It fell into their hands after a brief 
siege ; and with it fell the last vestige of Portqgaese power 
on the golden sands. 

Not many years after, the English took possession of Elmi- 
na; but finding it a profitless establishment, soldit back to the 
Dutch. The expense in mmntaining the force at present ap- ■ 
propriated to this settlement is <^-40,000 anuu^y. The receipts 
derived from a tax levied on certain importations and expor* 
tations by Dutch traders, are 120,000. In 1855, Governor 
Derx was consulted by his government on the propriety of 
levying a tax on the natives, and other residents in the ter- 
ritory of £lmina, sufiioient to meet the remaining 120,000 
necessary to support the forts. He was of the opinion that 
such a demand might be met; but, in case of u ilaimx', he 
thought iliiit it would be advisable to sell or abandon the 
station. He thought the natives were so awake to their 
own interest in can ) in g on peaceable trade with foreigners, 
that :m establishment of this sort was no longer necessary; 
and that the occasional visit of a vessel uf war would be 
quite sufficient to keep alive a proper respect fi»r th^ treaties 
of trade and peace ahready established. Ehnina waa the 
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first settlement of white men on the Gold Coast. Don Diego 
d'Azambuja was the first governor. 

It is remarkablo tluit Afirioan fevar seldom makea its ap> 
pearance on this part of the coast, bat at certain seasons of 
the year :i fnrni ut dysentery prevails, whieh is as fatal to 
the^^ ll ite man as the laver. Our second visit to Kimina 
was in December, 1856, and of the ten white officers whom 
we met at the dinner-table in 1855, seven had &Ueu victims 
to this disease. 

The pay of Dutch officers on this station is very small, 
that of the governor being bnt |2,000 ; bat when they have 
served twelve years here, they are privileged to retire for 
life on a pension equal to two-thirds of the full pay. It is 
estimated that about one in fifteen of those who come here 
lives to return. Bnt hope springs eternal in the human 
breast. Those that we met in 1855, notwithstanding the 
fearful odds against them, were sangumc of living through 
their exile. Every man had his argument : one rested his 
hopes on his youth ; another on the great strength of his 
constitution; another on his tcniperanfc ; anotlier on the 
longevity of his progenitors, and so on ; but alas ! how 
sadly were these hopes disappointed ; and that, too, when, 
with many, the trying ordeal was almost jpast. Our hospi- 
table and worthy friend, (Tovcrnor Derx, after thirteen 
years' absence from hi^ family and his country, died on the 
homeward passage. The schoolmaster of the Castle, who 
iras employed in driving about fifty young Africans into 
the mysteries of Low Dutch and civilization, by meanii of a 
few spelling-books and a great many bamboo switches, 
ipoke and acted very sennbly on this subject. In ftumish- 
ing me the figures on the mortality of the fort given above. 
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I oongratTilated bim on having lived so long, and e3q>re88ed 
the hope that he might again see hia &ther land. He Te> 

plied — he was a licentiate in the Lutheran ministry, and a 
decided Calviuist : 

*^Vore dat| moine ireD, I diall dye yen molno dime - 
komah." 

** Then," said T, " allow me to hope that your * dime' will 
be a long time in coming.'' 

"Aflh vore dat^ moine fren," said he^ "dish dime be 
vized ; he ash no kan kome more quvicker an ^ 

Here his English gave out, and he concluded the sen- 
tence — ^uo doubt very philosophically, for I never saw a 
Dutchman, high or low, that wasn't a philosopher of some 
sort — ^in the coffee-mill accents of his mother tongue. 
"Dish dime ishvixed;" and so he goes on drinking his 
sour wine, as a substitute for lager-bier, smoking his meer- 
sohaom, eatmg saner-krant, when he can get it, reading 
prayers on Sundays, and taking things easy generally. He 
was alive when we last heard irom there, and no doubt wiU 
be ten years hence. 

Elmina contains 10,000 inhabitants, mostly members of 
the Fantee tribe. Their houses are larcrcr than those of the 
tribes hitherto described, and arc gejiLrrilly built of mud, 
thatched with long grass, and contain fsom two to six 
rooms. Several of them are built of stone, are two stories 
high, and contain, in some instances, many good ariieles of 
European furniture. They are all badly ventilated, how- 
ever, and owiog to the &ct that the chimney is generally 
but a hole in the roo^ are black and dirty. Surely the style 
and furniture of these houses indicate progress in the peo- 
plei but not a moral progress. 
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The ooDCiiHiiflgey sad other yioes indulged in by a mar 
jority of the white residents here, who, away from home 

and the restraints of [)iiblic opinion, are realizing the truth 
of Virgil's Ime^Jfltcilua decensua aoemi^ has had a sad 
efiSeet in counteracting the misfflonarjr labor bestowed on 
the natives. Tet, the English Methodist Mission established 
on the Gold Coast, is not without fruit, even in this ante- 
dunnber of hell. The natives wear more clothes than some 
others. The men generally wear shirts, and sometimes a 
long scarf, in the shape of ten or fifteen yards of calico, 
thrown over the siiouldcr and wound several times around 
the waist and hips. Here we saw the original of that once 
popular article of civilized woman's dress, the hustle. Tho 
native ladies wear a petticoat extending from the waist to 
the knees, and under this, on the small of the back, a camel- 
like bnmp or bnstle. (The surgeoli of the fort assured me 
that it was not a natural protuberance !) This is made to 
answer a useful purpose — :is a saddle for tho younger 
childreu. The style of female head-dress is remai'kable. 
The hair, which, though kinky, is quite long, is well greased 
with pomatum or tallow, and gathered on the head in the 
shape, and generally in the dimensions, of a sugar-loaf; and 
this is oilen bespangled with ornaments of gold, in the 
making of which the natives are quite expert. Beads on 
the neck, and bracelets on the wrists, are indispensable 
articles of full dress. In our walk through town, we entered 
a house in which there was a corpse, a wife of the tenant. 
The chief mourners, who were slaves, were painted all over 
in white mud, literally whitewashed, and the remaining 
wives of the landlord were seated on the dirt lloor of the 
room entertaining the company. Near the deceased^ and 
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on the mat on which sho lay, was a plate of boiled rice and 
fowl, and a bottle contaioing a little rum. These, they said, 
afibrded her noariahmeDt on her joamey, and were very 
acceptable. Two old hags sat at the feet of the corpse, 

beating i'mm on picu es uf iron lioop, and to this music two 
women were dancing in a space near the bed. The scene 
reminded me of an Irish wake that I attended many years 
ago, near Wexford, Ireland : all hands, in both instances, 
were making a jolly time ot" it, und moi-c or Ic^.s drunk. 

" Why," 1 a-skcd, through the iuterproter, do you douce 
and laugh on such an occasion 

They replied, Because she is gone to a better place.'* 

I felt very much Hke acquicsciTig in tlic conclusion, lur a 
worse place than Klmiiia I can hardly iumgiue. But how 
strongly, deeply fixed in homait nature, thought I, is the 
conviction of another state of existence. There are but 
few tribes, if any, in Africa, and none out of it, more de- 
based and ignorant than this people, yet here, though 
Taguely, and without shadow of reason, is held and che- 
rished one of the fonndation tniths of all religion. 

The governor's secretary csiimaled the value of the im- 
portations at twenty millions sterling, and the exports at 
twenty-five millions. Sixty per cent, of the exports are 
gold dust ; of ivory, twenty ; palm oil, etc., twenty. On an 
average, filly American vessels visit Elmina annually, 
gathering palm oil, ivory, and hides ; and the trade with 
America is steadily increasing* 
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CAPS COAST. 

Oip« OoHt OMUe— Th« Memorable Dead— Dinner at tlie ]li8tfoii4Kniw 

«— Rev. Daniel West — British Con ft renco— Visit to the School — Effecta 
of Buch Visits — Rev. Thomas B. JFreenian — roi)ulation of Cape Coast 
Town — Fantees — Fantce Language — Ashantec and rtnhsntoti Hoimci 
and Huts — ChristiaDS and Heathena— Ctood JSTening. 

Capk Coast Castle, eight miles from Elaiina, is widely 
known as the headqnarteiB of the English establishments on 
the Gold Coast, Here resnde the governor and other offi- 
cers wlio compose the council, or government, and a largo 
military force for the protection of British subjects and 
trade. It is also the centre of the missionary operations in 
Upper Gninea. The name Cape Coast was long used to 
denote the large " castle," or fort, w liuli stniids ou tliis 
cape ; but for many years it has been applied to a small 
territory, extending' a few miles coastwise and inward, over 
which the English claim and exercise control. The Castle, 
which ^vas built by the Portuguese, and taken by the 
Dutch, in the seventeenth centmry, fell into the hands of 
the British in 1666, in whose possession it is likely to re- 
main while the kingdom of England endnres. It will one 
day be the headquarters of the British possession in Africa; 
and that possession is destined to embrace the whole of the 
Gold Coast country, with its hundred tribes. The fort — 
commonly called "The Castle" — which stands on the solid 
rock, is an immense and weli-fortiiied building of stone. 
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forming two indes of a aqnare, defended toward the sea by 
a high wall, which, connecting the onter ends of the build- 
ing, forms within a large right-angled triangular court. In 
this court repose, in their last sleep, the remains of several 
distinguished personages, once connected with the castle, 
among whom is Mrs. Madean, that gifted daughter of 
song, who will live forever in the poetry of the nine- 
teenth century, as ^^L. £. L." More of these living dead 
hereafter. 

We visited Cape Coast Castle in December, 1856, and 

spent a few days there very })leMsantly. The English ofti- 
cers of the Ca.stlo arc always glad of a visit from civil- 
iaed men ; and, if wo allow them to speak for themselyes, 
which they do in act and word, ^^from Americans in 
particular." Xav^" officers are always glad of a run on 
shore ; and to the AHican cruiser, the sight of white 
fiiccs, and the accents of his own tongue, are always re- 
freshing. Such vimts are profitable in pcivint; influence to 
our flag abroad, and in furthering the objects of cruising. 
After paying our respects to his excellency, Lieutenant- 
Governor Connor, a most agreeable and worthy gentle- 
man, we visited the officers of the garrison ; chatted of 
the wars which accompanied tlic cstabiishment of civiliza- 
tion here, the distinguished dead, and above all, the tragic 
end of Mrs. Maclean. 

In the afternoon, Dr, C, Captain S., and myself, dined 
by invitation at the mission-house, with tlie Rev. Mr. Free- 
man, the AMcan missionary, whose praise is in all the 
diurches. There we met Rev. William West, who, with 
his wife, was on liis way to a mission station Imihcr south ; 
and the distinguished, but now lamented, Daniel West, of 
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the Brilisli W^csleyan church, who, as commisaiouer from 
the English Conference, was on a tour of inspection among 
the African mission stations. We sat down that day to a 
table such as soldo in greets the eye of the Africnn mis- 
sionary, spread in honor of the meeting of representatives 
of Engliah and American Methodism on the shores of Af^ 
lica. Potted mntton &om Wales, beef from England, ale 
from Scotland, claret from France, sweetmeats from the 
West Indies, pastry made from American flour (aiid, by 
the way, flour of the southern States brings, in tropical eoon^ 
tries, two dollars a barrel more than any other, for the rea- 
son that it keeps better), vegetables from Mr. } i eiuau's 
model farm near the cape, and last, though not least, wine 
from Madeira. 

Ah, that was a delightful dinner 1 — ^and he that hath no 
Stomach for a good dinner is lit for treason, stratac^ems, etc. 

and with it we had the feast of reason and the flow of 
soul 1 Can we ever forget the three hours spent in the 
society of that great man, that catholic-spirited, devoted, 
humble Christian, Daniel West ? Never ! Never ! May 
the God of truth and Methodism raise up to English Wes- 
leyanism, hundreds like unto this phet to fill his place! 
After he lia l accomplished the objects of his commission, as 
only a wise, iufliiential, aiKl faithful man could have accom* 
plished them, he closed his labors and his life on the passage 
to England, and while off the month of the Gambia — a mar- 
tyr to his zeal and love for Methodism in Africa. The Bri- 
tish Conference mourned for him as for a father in Israel ; 
and nearer and dearer ones still weep the absence of one 
who shall never return to the home which he loved ; but in 
Africa, the death of such martyrs is the life of the Church. 
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In the evening, wo visited the school on the mission pre- 
miaesy at wliioh over a hundreil scliokra, of both sexes, and 
all agea between throe years and twaaty, reoeiye inrtrac- 
tlon in English, and also in Fantee, the natiYe tongue. 
xViler SjK iuiiiig au hour in conversing with the teachers 
and soholarsy and making them a brief address, wiucU waa 
interpreted by a native preacher, for the benefit of some na- 
tive TistoTS and 8oh<dara who did not nnderatand Englmh, 
we were treated to some excellent music. The children, 
acoompanied by a seraphina, which was played skiUfoUy by 
a native teacher, sang the hymn beginnings 

JtSOBf thj blood and rigbteotisuess." 

What a scene was that to be witnessed on the dark shores 
oftheGnlf of Gninea. Oh, how sweetly they sang! and 

Willi what .Npirit did they emphasize the verae, 

" LorJ, I l>t !iovo wric sinuor.s more 

Than saiuls upon iho oco.m's sliorc, 
Tliou hast for all a r«i»ij«<>m y#fia/, 
For all a full atonement mad»,'* 

What Christian, not daily fiuniUar with sach exhibitions, 
oonld have witncHscd the joy beaming from many of those 

nptnrncd llu i >, aiul hoard the savhig truths of our holy reli- 
gion tmderstaudingly and so sweetly uttered by these child- 
ren of savage tribes, without grateful emotions? Tears 
glistened upon the white faces there that day, and the lan- 
guage of own heart, at least, was — "Blessed Lord, mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation even in .^yricul'^ 

It was our intention to visit some of the other schools of 
this denomination in the town, but when we reached the 
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smiimit of a hill near the mission-iiuu^e, wo saw the suiuset 
mgnal flyiog ftom our fore* TIm effect of each yisits Bpon 
candid minds nuty lie seen in the following speech of our 
worthy Saldado capUun, delivered at the niass-tuhlc ;i lew 
days ailer. I hope that that bciiovoieut geolleman will 
pardon me £»r telling this fiuniliarly-ezpvessed "tale ont 
of sothool," btifc tnith demands it. ^ I tell yon what it is, 
geDtlemen; I have often questioned the usefnlnejrs and 
the good sense of missions in Ailica ; but when 1 heard 
them little Guinea niggera^ at Cape Coasts singing those 
old Methodist hymns, that I used to hear on LoDg laknd 
when I was a boy — and that wasn't yesterday — I thought, 
by ganny, ' Well, the Christian religion is bound to go 
orer the whole earth 1' Chaplain, I give in I I apologize. 
By g iMii} , there's no use talking 1" 

I was a little disappointed in the Rev. Thomas B. Free- 
man, saperintendent of the Wesleyan Mission in Guinea. 
He has been long and &yorably known to Methodists, in 
both Eiighind and America, as a missionary pioneer in Af- 
rica, and as the author of many able papers, and model 
reports on the missionary work. I expected, therefore, to 
find him bald, or at least grey-headed, a white man, and all 
the whiter for his long African bleaching ; but, behold I 
when I saw him, in proprid persona, he was neither bald, 
grey, nor white 1 He has a well-proportkmed, wellrdeve- 
loped, elastie physique— may be about fi»rty>five years of 
age; his hair, which is not hair, but — well, never mind 
what Jt is — was (pute dark ; and as to color, he is — well, 
never mind that^ either — ^but he is not white, nor yet is he 
blaok I We hare often admired and praised his industry 
and his genius. England and Auicrica iiavo long ago voted 
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him a clever man, in both seuscs of that word ; and after a 
few days' intimate aoqaaintance with him^aad inapeotion of 
hia worky we are glad to be able to wAd that he deaervee 

all the prabe that he has received. May he be long spared 
to the church in Africa ! 

The populatioii of Cape Town ia between ax and eight 
thonaand natlTea; resident traders, offioers, and suasion* 

aries, all English, about tifly. In the colony or district of 
Cape Coast, and now subjects of the British crown, there 
are Bunilies of many tribea; Gommendahs, Winnebahs^ 
Ashanteea, and others ; bnt a large majority of the people 
here and aboul Eluaiia arc Faiitees. They have, in a great 
measure, neglected the peculiar costumes of their tiibes, 
but a few here dress (?) like the £imina pec^e, who retain 
krg^ely their disdngnishing costomB. Time was, and that 
within the period of authentic African history, when the 
Fautees were the most powerful tribe on the Gold Coast ; 
but after repeated and bloody wars, in the course of the 
seventeenth and ^ghteenth centuries, they were oonqnered 
bv the Ashantees, and lost their national existence. The 
Fanteo lauguage is, however, the language of the Gold 
Coaat; for althoogh each tribe has ita own dialect, or 
paU>U<i this seems to be the root of most of them, and b 
generally luidLTstootl. It is the language of trade, and mis- 
sionary communications ; and though, from its complicate- 
nessi much difficulty haa been experienced in reducing it to 
writing, the missionaries haye reduced it to grammatical 
construction, and have printed in it many useful buoks. Of 
the laoguages of the coast, and the obstruction which they 
present to the progress of troth and civiliiationi we shaU 
speak hereafter. 
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The kingdom of Ashantec, the seaward borders of which 
8re one with the inland line of the territory oyer which the 
EttgUflh ezeroiae wdto]^ is one of the most powerful king- 
doms iu Africa, but little if at all uiffrior to tlie kui^^dom of 
Dahomey, with which on one side it joins. The kings of 
Ashntee have regarded with jealonsy, from the first, the 
establishment of European forts on the shores of the Gold 
Coast. Tliis jealousy has been increased and embittered 
by the interference of the English at Cape Coast and other 
stations, in the wars which the Ashantees carried on with 
other tribes. The frequent nssislanco f^iven by the British 
forts to their sworn enemies the Fantecs, is still cherished 
with bitterness, and the closing of the slave-trade as an 
napardonable sin. Deadly engagements have taken place 
between the Ashantees and the forces at Cape Coast Castle ; 
but the fear of savage multitudes on one side, and respect 
Ibr bullets and bombdiells on the other, have led to the 
establishment of well-defined treaties of permanent peace. 
Tlio Ashantees enjoy right of passage to the sea-shore 
through English territory, and the privilege of legal traffic 
there ; and English merchants, missionaries, and other snb- 
jects of the British crown, arc allowed to reside, and pnrsne 
their callings, any w liere in Ashaatce. In our walks through 
Cape Town, we met many of the Asbantee people, who had 
brought with them from the interior palnH>i], gold-dust, 
gold rings of native mann&etare, monkey and other skins 
of considerable value. 

Those that we hayo seen of them are a more proud and 
intelligent4ooking people than the Fantees, or any other 
that we have thus far described, except the Mandingoes. 
Our missionaries represent them as industrious and shrewd* 
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Cape Coast Town has a fine, oonspionons locatimi. It is 

built on the sides and the summit of a hill which slopes 
graduaUy in every direction. Tlie iiouses ol Ibe loreiguei*s 
are generally tasteful and large, and oocopy the western 
acclivity. Many of the native houses are two stories high, 
built of adobes or sun-dried bricks, and thatched with palm- 
leaves or long grass. Most of the native houses, however, 
are built without any reference to light or air. They are 
huddled together on the eastern side of the hill like so 
many pigsties, arc oftonsively unclean, and tlio creatures 
that inhabit them, seem to be in love with dirt. An 
improvement in personal and domiciliary cleanliness marks 
the progress of civilization among them. The cottages of 
the Christians may be distinguished from the huts of the 
heathen by the air of comfort which they present, the tilled 
garden, and other evidences of industry without, and rude 
imitations of European fhmiture within : but with both 
Christians and heathens, there is room for improvement. 

But the sunset cornet is waviug from the masthead ; wo 
jump into a native surf-canoe, and dashing through the 
rollers breaking on the beach, get wet jackets, and reaching 
our own bonny boat, glide over the heavy swell to our 
floating'home, a mile and a half from the shore. Lights are 
kindlmg along the beach. Africa is waking up from her 

afternoon's sleep to her nightly festivities of music and 
dancing. 

**Bat pale concluding evening comes at last 
And sliuls the scene." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



CASH OOABT GAfflUB— COSOLUDED. 

Bishop Heber's Hynia— Vandes and ReaUtles— The Gold and iu getten 
— Gold Dost Currencj— Two Centuries ego— Gape Coast Town-^Tbe 
CiTilliatioa of Gommeice-<A RepreaentaClTe MaiH-Siamplea of the 
Rule for delennining the Degree of GSTffintion aiiNmg Afrieaas— The 

Gamboge Tree— Forts WtlUam and Yictorifr— Chapel— Wedejau 
MUsioii— The Lake— L. E. L.— The Guinea Worm. 

Who has not song, or read, or heard of Airio'a golden 
sands The lovely Heber has celebrated them in that in- 
comparable hymn to the strains of which the missionary 
' host has been marshalled for more than a quarter of a ecu- 
tnry, and which has done more in infnsiDg missionary seal 
in the Protestant church than any other uninspired com- 
position. In the imaginings of our ])u} lioo(l, we often pic- 
tured to ourselves tho golden sands of Guinea, gUttering 
with partides of the preoioos ore, and longed to be a man," 
that we might go there and pick np millions but we 
have not foimd tlio reality to correspond with the brightly 
colored pictures of youthful fancy. 

There is gold iu Afiica — enough to build palaces, no 
doubt — but it is not to be found on the sur^wasbed beadi. 
The pure silex which there glistens with the salt spray of 
Old Ocean, crystaUized by burning suns, is guiltless of pos- 
senmg sordid dust — at least, we nerer oould find any of it, 
though we prospected in several places. Nor, as 8ome Euro- 
pean adventurers have learned to their sorrow and at tho 

w 
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ooet of life, is it to be picked up ia ^'naggets" among the 
grarel of the hillsides of the interior ; bat where the " stuiDj 
finiiitaiiis'* roll down the hills and vales, it is to be loand, 
scat tu l ed 111 particles like lioar-frost, but not hy any means 
80 easily gathered. 

Practical and experienced minersi from £n|^d, France 
and Gmnany, haye Ttsited the Gold Ooast, famished with 
picks, i)ans, pouuJiiig machines, crucibles, mercury, and 
Other implements of gold-getting j but in all their ''pro* 
spectings" no placers " or **streaks^ haye as yet been 
found sufficiently rich to re])ay the labors of Europeans. 
The natives, with whom time is of but little value, can af- 
ford to wash out at the rate of a £9W cents & day, but 
oiTiliaed men reqnure doUars where savages require but 
mills. The system of gold-ge t ting among the tribes who 
inhabit the gold country, as de*>cribed to us by an otiictr at 
KImina, is by washing the earth which contains it in wooden 
or other bowls. The partides of gohl by their weight smk 
to the bottom of the vessel when the contents are agitated, 
and are picked out, morsel by morsel, from the grains of 
sand or other heavy matter which accompanies thenu The 
labor is performed chiefly by women, most of whom are 
slaves ; a heavy percentage is paid to the king who claims 
the territory, and the remainder is bought up by petty mer- 
chantS) who give cotton goods and trinkets in exchange ; 
and by them is carried to the coast, where it is bought by 
Europeans for like commodities. 

Our informant told us that, in the richer valleys of the 
interior, thousands of these women may be seen in company, 
each furnished with a bowl and a bunch of switches, with 
^hich to stir up the eai th in the vessels, and a small spade 

\ 
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&a diggpng. fie describod as '^very interesting" tbe seof- 
fles and wooliogs whieh daily take place at the washmga 
between the dusky competitors for fortune. Layiui; aside 
all impiemonts, they tlirough the operations in the style 
of the encoonten at Irish weddings, with claws and teeth. 

Gold dust is used In Elnnna and at Gape Coast Town as 
a circulating medium. The venders in the native markets 
are fumished with small scales, and so skilled arc they in 
the use of them and the valtie of the metal, that gold is 
given and reoeived in exohangc for a few cents* worth of 
fisli, eggs, or roasted lizards. Two centuries ago, largo 
fortunes were frequently made by Portuguese and other 
traders in a ain^e voyage to this coast, in pnrchaaing gold. 
Then a jack-knife, a piece of brightly colored silk, or a brass 
or tin ornament for the person, would brini; half its weight 
in gold. In later days, Manchester goods have brought 
fifty times their cost ; New England ram has been sold at 
the rate of twenty dollars a gallon, and Virginia tobacco at 
the rate of five doUars a pound. Tliosc celebrated Yankee 
muskets that can shoot round a comer, and do as much 
damage at the breech as at tiie mnssEle, once brongbt fifty 
doHars a piece; bnt the palmy days of snch trade have 
gone by forever. The civilizing influence of commerce has 
disnpated that ignorance of the valne of notioas; and Uie 
trader of this age has to deal with men who estimate their 
gold at the rate of sixteen dollars an ounce, and wlio arc as 
good judges of cottons and silks as most ladies in America. 
We do not mean to say that they are not cheated now ; by 
no means I When they get too keen for Yankee ingenuity 
the nullLiiiuni -will be close at hand, and Sambo will have 
changed his complexion. 
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But Cape Coast Town^ with its background of green 
crested hilte, is before us; the moming aim ahioea aoftly 

over ship and shore, aii<l wliilo the harninttan diist-lbg 
shades us from the equatorial brightness of liia rajfi, we'll 
hasten to the landing for another stroll. There is no oreek 
or river for ns to mn into, as there is at Eimina, and aa 
Uncle Sam's boats are not bnilt for beacbinin^, we have to 
tni-t ourselves again to a big dng-out and a dozen noisy 
paddlera to bear ns through the sorf ; Ibr whieh W9 pay an 
English shilling, or an American quarter, each. To make 
exorbitant charges and to take advantage of the necessities 
of others, these rascals think evidence of intelligence, and 
to do this snccossfalty is the summum donum, in their idea 
of civilization. 

want for learn read and make book" (write), said sm 
intelligent Krooman to me. 
"What for?" said I. 

" So I can know how for cheat dis yeah foolish nigger." 

Whilst we were on the coast, an instance came under our 
observation of a head-man or prince going a hundred miles 
to a mission-station to ask for a teacher for his village. 
When questioned as to the reason for sneli a request, he 
said that he and several of his people wanicd to learn how 
to trade with white men so that the cheating might not be 
all on one side. On the coast, cheating and trade are in 
fact and name svnoiivmoiis. Snch are the ideas leathered 
from centuries of intercourse with commfffMal men. Yet 
commerce is called the great civiliaer." What a humbug! 

The apparel oft bespeaks the man," quoth PoUonius. 
What then is to be our estimate of Mr. John Paxton Wil- 



^ 4lfj^orcc^ a dark gentleman in rags and tags, who proposes 
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to become our cicerone this morning t John has a pleubaut. 
laoe» he flpeaks yeiy good EngUfth, his wool is done up in 
veory tight oorkaorews, he qtorte a maauTe seal ring, and 
there floats in his rear a dusky white flag as evidcuce of 
his peaceful intculious. John claims to be a Christian^ 
aUhgogb ^^not a member, aod not 'iigiouB sajs he is a 
Qneen'a man, and at the same tame a Fantee. 

"IIiivc you been lu school, John?" 
Oh yes, air, be«u to Mr. Freeman's school mose two 
year.»» 

** Why ^d you not remain longer ?»» 
I get tire." 

What do you think of the missionaries, John ?" 

*^Be very fine people^ sir; but I don^t like white people 
foBh (manners) ; he want work and learn too mnoh. I like 
liis country pcoj)le/a«A better.'* 

Aooordiag to his own showing, John is in the transition, 
or haUKUTiHied state, and is the type of a huge class in this 
the territory of Cape Coast. This is the conclnmon that we 
hhould have arrived at, judging from the "apparel." The 
role §Kx determining the degree of civilisation among Afri- 
cans, we have given in the chapter on the Gambia. With 
John Paxton Wilbcrforce before our eyes, we give the fol- 
lowing as an example : straw hat, mm us crown and hall the 
brim; plus an old miiform coat, minus sleeves; plus white 
diirt, white worn off; plus pantaloons minus dormtm and 
one leg ; equal iialf a suit of clothes, ecjuui iiaii civilized 
condition. 

The broad and maoadamiaed road which runs through 
the centre of the town, and which is used as a parade ground 

by the soldiers of the fort, afiords a pleasant walk in the 
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fbrenoc m or 6veiiin^. It is Hnod by ij^ootl-sissed honsesy 
mauy of which are built of stooo and used as stores. It is 
shaded by haadsome trees, here called umbrella trees, but 
which, Mr. Freeman aMres are those which prodvee 
gamboge. In size and shape they resemble the 7?ioriis rmtl- 
ticauiisy or bilk-worm mulberry ; the leaves are heart-shaped, 
smooth, glossy, and of a dark gresD color on the loperior 
snrftce, rongh and whitish on the inierior. The seed esp- 
Bules are short .six-shleil pods, contaiiiiug six cells. It is 
from these pods, and the mad^ which they contain^ \\ liHe in 
a green state, that the rennons matter is obtained. Those 
that we gathered and eat open contained a largo quantity 
of a bright yellow matter, of the consistency of erenni. It 
dried raj^dly when exposed to the snu, forming a tenacious, 
bright yellow gum* The flowers resemble those of the 
cotton-plant, and like them are white on opening, bat soon 
turn red. So little is known of tins tree, that I regret the 
loss of the leavea, blooms and sced-yessel<, which I carefully 
gathered and preserved, and £rom which I hoped to give a 
more minnte description. 

Women, half civilized and barbarous, sat in the shade of 
these trees, offering for sale the usual commodities of A&i^ 
can markets : dried fish, eggs, fowls, glass beads; bananas 
and other fruits, ground peas, com, rice, and cotton hand* 
kerchie&. 

The road to Fort William, a mile from the landing, affords 
a pleasant walk to those who are fimd of walking when the 
mercury is at eighty-five in the shade. Comfortable-looking 
cottages, haudsorac shadc-trccf*, and limpid streams vary 
scenery ; and eariy in the moniing the chattering of the 
-women makes mnsio fer yon by the way. Isay not 
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haiw pleasaat mich miuie maj be, but to genttemeD wbo 
hftve been cooped ap on board a man-of-war for monthe to- 
gether, the scream iii L^^ of the most untamable shrew, or the 
cry of the most squally brat, is a pleasant yariation to the 
rongb monotone of masooline Toieee heard on board ship. 

FortWOliani oeonpies one of the two highconioal hOIs 
that stand in the rear of Cape Town, and Fort Victoria the 
other. These we found carefully guarded by geutiemeu 
who wore ^the shadowed liverj of the bnmiahed ean,'^and 
the red coats of her inrij< sty Victoria. Meridian ob8erva» 
tions were formerly taken daily at one of those forts, auJ at 
the second of zenith a gilt baU was dropped irom the top of 
the flag-eta£ Thia mgnal was of valae to na?igators in en- 
ablin^ them to correct their chronometers, but ^r some 
reaison or oliicr it lias boon abandoned. 

In retuming from the forts, we passed the iHrincipal Me- 
thodist church of the place, or, as it is termed here, the 
Chapel.'* It is an nngainly, bat large and substantial atrno- 
tnrc, capable of seatuig seven hundred persons. Crinolines 
have not yet been introduced at Cape Coast. Here services 
are perfonned in English twice on the Sabbath, and many 
of the soldiers and officers of the garrison and remdent mer- 
chants attend. The following iigures wiii show the ^V esieyan 
force in this place, besides which there is a ohaphun of the 
Chnrch of England, a chapel, and a school at the garrison \ 
a superintendent, 3 missionaries, 5 local preachers (natives). 
8 churches, 1,000 commanicants ; 11 day-schools, 30 teachers, 
600 scholars. The ayerage number of attendants on public 
worship is 2,600, or one-third of the entire poplation. 

We continued our walk to the shores of tlie lagoon, half 
a mile irom the town. The English residents call it a hike. 
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and here oAea amuse themselves in boat-raciug and othav 
sqoalie sporta. It is » pretty fih«et of water, flurrounded by 
graasy banlcs and orerhaiiging evergreens, and enlivened by 

the wild notes of the sea-birds that si>ort ubovo its mirrored 
face. Along it» ishoreB was the tiirorite evenixtg w^lk of Mrs. 
MacUan (L. £« L,)« and from ita oool bieeaea and smiaet 
glories she gathered inapiiAtion fbr the sweet pfodnstionB 
of her later life. The want of space prevents the introduc- 
tiou here of our note on the Aiiioaii liie and the death of 
this gifted bat unhappy woman. 

In passing through the natlTe portion of the town late in 
the evening, we were attracted to a low and very dirty mud 
hut by groans <^ anffiering, and the hkoghter of a crowd that 
stood about the door. £zpaoting to see something worth 
putting into a book describing life in Africa, we forced our 
way into the hut ; whe re, stretched on a bamboo mat on the 
floor, hiy a yery hearty4ooking negro, who was undergoing, 
by the hands of a natiTO doctor, an operation £>r Guinea- 
worm. If the noiso ho made and the large drops of perspi- 
ration that stood on his body may be taken as evidtiuce of 
pain, the subject sufiered a great deal ; and no wonder, for 
the o])erator was cutUng into Ids legs at an unmerciful rate, 
and with a very unprofessional scalpel — an old razor witli a 
very rough edge. We were quite anxious to witness the 
operation, but the atmosphere was too fragrant, and having 
nether oologne nor assalostida to better it, 'we found out- 
door air iiidis|>c'ns;ible afier ten seconds absence from it. 

The Guinea- worm— ;^rta medieruis — ^which abounds in 
the East and West Indies, Egypt, Arabia, and A^ca, is a 
whitish, semitransparent, elastic, cylindrical worm ; varying 
irom twelve inches to several feet in length. It develops in 
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Ifae l6g8| and seok, sometimes in other parts of the body^ 
• immediately under the skm, and is seldom disooTered imtal 

it is several inches in length, and by its motion produces 
irritation iii the walls of its abode. White ]>ei*sons of cleanly 
habits are rarely tronbled with it, and though it for a time 
diiaiUes tlie limb which harbors it, it israrely attended with 
serions consequences. We give place to a valuable and 
scieulilic description of this worm, prepared for us by Fleet 
Soigeon Clymer of the U. S. Navy. Next morning our en- 
sign waved its adieu to the British flag, which floated above 
the sunlit walls of Cape Coast C.'istle. Two of the iiol>lo 
Spirits that we left there have since pa^ed to brighter and 
more salubrious skies. There may we meet them ; beyond 
the reach of disease and death! 

"the ooinea-worm. 

"I was pspccmllj interested while at Rlminn, by tlio opportnnitv there 
preapfitfv! of seeing f!jH»eimen« of those fortiiitous and temporary iiHnat<"8 
of the human body, peculiar to some warm climates, and which, popu- 
J«l/ Jtsown by lb* BMoe of Chiinea- worms, hare been fuSLj deaoribed bj 
willsn OD ^ mm e, undat a gmt diTenity of le«roed dMignatioiu. Th«/ 
aro reprewnted, ia nedtcal bookii, as abounding in 8ome localitiea hi the 
Etst lodiM siiKNig tbe nAlivM, and cfven, to aonid extent, among the 
Bridah troopa at Madras, Ceylon, and Bombay, hi Arabis, E^pt, and 
Abynlnie, along tbe coast of Onfaiea, nmong the negaoes brought f\nm 
Africa to the West Indies, and among saflora and others lately returned 
from t!i:U t ovmtry. They are dewribed as small, cylindrical, hollow 
wormi!*, wiiite, triuij4p»utjal, and elastic, developed in the cellular tissue 
beneath the skin, where they may be traced by the fingcn^, and some- 
times seen like a wliip-cord or ▼iolin-string, stretched oat or serpentine 
in direction, and of ▼arious lengths, from twelve inches lo as manj feet 

Tbef hifest Taiioas parts of tbe bodj, paiticniatly tbe lower eitremllieiy 
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and, occaf-ioually the upper extreuuties aad aeck, and the walls of the 
chest aiiil ub'ji)nicn. 

"The Guinea-worm is usually harmlcas, and for a time unnoticed, caus- 
ing neither local nor constitutional symptoms, till, in its development, its 
preaence is revealed by an itching at a single point TM 1< ad^ toon 
inspection, and the disooTcrj of ft small Tcstido rrcr the bead of tho 
worm. In ils p ro g r ow to matuiitr. the v 'itatpd'ftfint swells, iniameti 
and fti leagtli avpimifttes f '*<<>^ on uleer, through which the head of 
the worn protrudes. jkUowgn the worm thus nppears to advanoo alowljr 
and spontaDco>t<*ly, by the suppuratfTe process, to eztrasi<Ni from itA 
lodginp^-plarc, its expulsion is usuafly assisted, after the head can be laid 
hoM of, by daily geuLle traction, carefully exercised for several weeks so 
as to avoid a rupture, and a consequent effusion into the wound of multi- 
tudes of the young progeny of this viviparous, cavitnry, tubular animal, 
whose presence, when thus effused, is apt to create inilamniation and ab« 
acesscs in its comw, with much constitutional distorhance. The oatifo 
manipidators^ howerer, more expert than Europeans, tal^e the ptocese 
out of nature's hands, and, making an Snci^n through the skin over the 
middle of the worm, seise it hj a duplicature, and extract it b j a smgle 
traction. 

" The iuigeon of the caitle, who had always many cases of it on hand, 

showed me samples of this filiform parasite (the filaria medUnsis of 
noiolof i>ts ,, in vaiious stages oi ita progress, IVom liic earliest percepti- 
ble irriution beneath the skiu in a single point, to fluctuation nnd ap- 
proaching ulceration at that point, with a distinctly felt development of 
the worm In its waving or serpentine direction in the subcutaneous cel« 
Inlar tissue ; and, finaUj, to its semi-extraction at the ulcerated point. 
Its length he stated to aTenge tighteen inches, but to range from one 
foot to three* These worms he represented to exist, aomeilmes smglj^ 
sometimes la sucoession, and somstimes in Bumbers at ftttme in difihreot 
stages of dcToiopment in the same indifidual, and sometimes to sppear a 
long time after leaving the coast of Guinea. Though they usually infest 
the lower extremities, I saw one, of eighteen inches, hall extracted from 
the side of an idaal, who had two besiden in the lower limbs. The 
extracted pari k oked and felt like a string of catgut, whilst tho other 
could be distinctly traced bj the hngers, like a whipcord beneath the 
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fUiL Tbft Binnoiu tnek in which the worm was lodged wti MndtiTe on 
^ preMure, peHioiilMly at iti oiifiee ; and traetion canaed aome decree of 
pidn. On fhia aecovnt, as well aa to aroid the riska of % ftupftitre of the^ 

worm, tlic traction is not carried beyond a quarter, or, at most, a half of 
an inch at a time, and is renewed daily, or twice a day, until its complete 
extraction. The protruded portion dandled at the j^idc ; though it is, 
ui^ually recommended, aa well to protect it from injury as to prevent re- 
tnustion, to coil it around a quill of cotton or other cylindrical aubstance, 
and to aecnre It near the aperture b j adliedTe plaater, or other retentive 

" The OuineftoworBi, as I was amtred, requirea two or three months to 
nm Its eonne, during which time the patient^ thoogh partially disabled, 
ma/ walk freely about Whilst it ksts, the soldier at the csstle is ro> 

liercd fVom duty. An attack secures no exemption for the future, but 
may be follovvcd by a scries of invasions. 

"It has been observed that the officers, and others who are properly 
chid, are nearly, if not entirely, exempt from Gninea-worm, which attacks 
in great numbers the natives, whoso limbs are exposed, with little or no 
clothing, and who bathe in the sUgnant waters near the town. May we 
not| then, refer the origin of these subcutaneous, superficial worms to 
their penetration (alter the reputed manner of the Pulex Penetrans^ or 
chigoe), of the animalcules from the waters, in which they may be sup- 
posed to abound, through the akin into the cellular tissue, where, finding 
a nidus adapted to their nourishment and growth, they attain, at length, 
a development and activity which lead, through the irritation andinflam- 
muUou which Lhey cicatc, to their expulsion from their human habita- 
tion as no longer to be tolerated inmates. 

•* The opinion that they arc due to the drinking of water charged with 
the entozoal germs, which, traversing the absorbents and the route of 
the circulation, come to be deposited beneath the akin, there to find a 
home and to recelTC their dereiopment, is destitute of the support of 
physiology and analogy ; though it does not want adTocates, among 
whom Is the surgeon of the castle at Efanina. 

'*The idea of their spontaneous generation wQl hardly be malntainied 
in itiese latter days, which require a reason for our fiedih.** 
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* 

L. K L. and Cape Coatt Cartle H er Ihniage-^AniTal on tbe Cotst^ 

Beoeption— Employment-^Hw Ilwitii-->Inqi]e8t-~yerdict--IniprcBaionfl 
in England rct^ardlng her Death— Dcvith of r,ov,->rnor Maclean— Bpttaph 
of Mrs. Maclean— MiMfitamfton and L. JB. L^Mnta of Oempeiiaon 
and Co»(raifc| ete, 

DsAM Keader : While the winds and waves are watiing m 
on to Accra, descend with me to my little room, and, if not 
already tired of my talk, hear my notes and memories of 
Cape Coast Castle relating to the life and death of that 
gifted daughter of song, L. E. L. 

Governor Maclean, of Cape Coast Castle, wiiile on a vidt 
to England, in the winter of 1837-38, made the acqnamt- 
auce of Miss Laudun at the house of Mr. Foster, the 
member of parliament for Berwick. He addressed her — 
after a short aoqnaintaace, they were married ; they saOed 
for Africa, and arrived at Cape Coast on the 16th of August, 
1838. Slie met with a hearty welcome from the officers and 
merchants of the place, and while she lived, by the bril- 
liancy of her wit and the amiability and benevolence of her 
character, she continued to be the groat attraction of the 
castle to residents and vi<itors. The report of her coming 
was received with incrednUty, but her works were imme- 
diately and eagerly sought for and read, and that, too, by 
persons who, till then, had never read a volume of poetry 
in their lives* The people of the town could tscaroely realize 
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that one so distingukhed was to become a resident in a |daoe 
# 80 obflcnre ; thej felt honored th% event when ehe oame, 
and when the pide meeaenger carried her away, after a reri- 
dence ul two muiillis, her new, but wunuly attached friends 
felt that her visit had been like the visit of an angel sent 
ftm heftTen to cheer and eharm them lor a while ; nd they 
mourned for her as for the purest, the tenderest, the lore- 
liest of their little circle. 

BhQ entered upon her domeetio duties with cheer^Jness; 
the aoreltiea and inoonveBlfiiiee of ganieon life m ikfiiea 
amoeed rather than annoyed her. She was rarprised to 
find "in such an out-of-the-way corner of the world, so 
manj agreeable and well«ducated men ;»* in the new aspects 
which nature preaented on every B>de» she found matter of 
constant interest; and though she often spoke of her homo 
and iriendb in England, with a tone of sadness, she seemed 
generaUy cheerful, and sometimes even gay, to the last 
eTcouig of her life. 

She was found dead in her room, on the morning of the 
10th of October. A pail of mystei y enshrouds that event 
which may never be raised* She left Mr, Maclean's room 
fer her own, which was separated from hia by a landing 
ilii ee feet wide, at 7 o'clock ; a few minutes after, she sent 
her nurse, Mrs. Bailey, to her store-room for a pot of poma- 
tum. When the nurse returned, she found, on attemptmg 
to reenter the room, something agsunst the door ; she feroed 
it open, and found Mrs. Maclean on the floor, in the agonies 
of death. Dr. Ck>bboId was ijnmcdiately called, and was 
toon on the spot; but befere he anived, every symptom of 
life had disappeared. A paat mcfim inquest was held, but 
notliing was elicited, except that, on testimony of Mr8« 
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Beilejy a tmI wliioh had «»tMned Sc hodo^ prepaialiioii of 

prussic acid was fouii«l iu her haiul. • 

TUe TGcdict of the ooroAer's iiu|iiest was death by an 
ovexwdoM of SobMlM pi«pamiiNi of pranio aeid, taksn 
iiiad?«ft6nllj.*> She had been in the hafaifc of taking tins 

medicino a& a preTentiTe of spasms, to wiiicU she was 
aul^Qot. 

It waa eaizaitl J lepozted, and believed, in Rngknd, at 
the time of her death, that her kter letters to intiinate 

friends contsined iiuiiiiauoiiii ui uukindiiess lu\\ ai d her on 
the part of Jlr. Maclean; and thia gave lise to the suppo- 
sition that she had pot an end to her life by her own 
hands. 

We can scarcely imagmc that a man who had resided 
many years in Afirka, and who had degraded himsetf by 
living in eoncofainage with a natiTe woman, wonld make a 
oongenial partner for so sensitive and refined a sj^irit as was 
L. E. L. True, he explained before their marriage the state 
of his previons life, bat not until she came to AMea, and 
beheld the creatures of each attachments, and witnessed in 
others the debamng eflects of such alliances, could she 
realize the dcgradaUon of such a lite. Who knows, but 
that in the olgeot of her tender affectinns she may have dis- 
covered a divided heart; or, at least, that as the effects of 
his previous habits, she found not in Idiu that pure and deli- 
cate afi^tion for which her nature pined V Under such 
cireomstances, the prospects of a life in Afiica^ to one who 
had recdved pnuse and admiration in the most briOiant 
aiid giiled circles of Euglaad, must have been gloomy 
indeed. 

e other hand, the testimony of many letters to 
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^nends at home, in which she speaks pleasantly of her sor- 
• T0iiiid]iigs in Afnoa, and that of Mr. Cnrikahank and othera 
wlio knew h&r at the Oaatle, tliat die was generally cbeerfiil 
and seemed happy in her domestic relations, are not to be 
esteemed lightly* Yet, sooh testimony may be fully ad- 
mitted withont remofing the impression, common m Eng- 
land and America at the time of her death, that she was 
unhappily married. If disappointed in her hopes of happi- 
ness in that ration, In which hat sangiune and confiding 
natoie taught her to expect herhi^est happmess, her pride 
would have kept the secret of that disappointment in the 
inmost i»aiiclum of her soul, to be divulged only to the 
nearest and dearest^ and to be buried with her among the 
aroma of the tomb. 

This is the darkest side of tin- i>icture ; charity, and per- 
ha|M justice, to one who can no longer speak tor himself^ 
demands that we shall seek some other solution of the 
mystery. May she not hare died ftom the efTects of one 
of those s])fisms which she so much dreaded ? or, as her 
physician thought, "by an over-dose" of the deadly pre- 
paration) taken perhaps to prevent such an attack ? 

An old negro, who was yalet to Mr. Maclean when the 
death took place, was with us when we visited the room and 
the grave of L. £. L. ; but he refused to answer any ques- 
tions regarding her death* 

Gk>yemor Maclean is represented as having been an inde- 
fatigable, prudent, and honest man. He fulfilled the func- 
tums of his office to the satisfaction of his government, and 
with advantage to the cause of civilization ; but with lua 
character and the habits of his lUe before us, we are com- 
pelled to admit the conclusion that he lacked the qualities 
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necessary to render him a suitaljle eompauiou aud hnsband 
for 8o tender, confiding, and affectkmate a person as waa 
Mim Landon. Governor Madean died ai the oastle in 
1847, much iumeuted by the natives and European resi- 
dents. The natirea aospended their oaual employments, and 
made a mourning for him which lasted for sereral days. 
Chi^ fi-om a distance continued to come in for weeks 
after his death, to discharge their muskets near his grave, 
in token of their reqpect for his memory, and "to speak 
words of praise.^ He waa bnried beside his wi^ In a stone 
vault of the court of the Castle. Tlicre, in the sleep that is 
dreamless, and deaf alike to the aduiatioDS and reproaches 
of men, they anrait the day when the secrets of ail hearts 
rtiall be disclosed, and God shall jndge the worid in righte- 
ousness by Jesus Christ. 

From a small marble tablet, let into the wail of the main 
building, and ten paces firom her grave, we copied the 
following inscription, to which we add a fiee tvandaiaon : 

**EieJaett§tptUiwn 

Omnt ptod tnorial* fuU 

LETITIJs) £IiIZAB£TH^ MACLEAN. 

Qaam egreglft omatem indole 

Musis onice matam, 
Omniumquc amores Secum trahcntum 
lu ipso a» talis florc, 
Mors immatura rapuit^ 

Die Octobria XV. A D. MDCCCXXXVni. 
JBtaiXXXVI. 

Quod spectaf, viator, niarinor, 
Vanum hou dolori.s mouumcntiun 
Coiyux mcertna erexit.'' 
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Here lies buried 

All HiAt was iuoruU 
Of Letitia Elizabeth Maclean ; 
WTioni, endowed with rare gonina, 
SLiip;iilarly favored by the Muses, 
Atiractiug to herself tlie love of all, 
Death prematurely snatched away 
In the flower of her age, 
On the 15lh of October, 1838, 

Aged S6 yean. 

0 TntTeDer I the marble which thov beholdesti 

Tdn memorial of hia grief, 

A MROwixig husband hif tncted. 

Tm djKfn hehtB omr aniTsl «fc Gape Ootmt Castle, we 
weie aft Gape Pahnas, and there learned the partkmbuni 

relating to the death of Miss Staunton, the Anicricia 
Methodist missionary. That sad event was, thcretbro, 
pramiaeiitljr in mind when we vidted the graye of 
Mm. Maolean, and, without intending it, we fonad oniv 
selves making a few striking pohits of resemblance and con- 
trast between these remarkable women. 

The pointa of Bunilantj in diaraoter or droomataacos are 
few. 

They were both in the pi iine of life ; they had been 
reared tenderly ; they were loved by all who knew them ; 
th0f were in intelleot eultiTated, and in taste refined; 
both posaesaed largely the graoea of person and manner 
which adorn Yirtuous and lovely women; they went to 
Africa ; they died there. 

How di&rent the motirea whieh led them to that distant 
shore I One went in obedience to conj ugul Ioto — ^a heroine 
truly- — to be with her hueband was her choice, to render 
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him bappy, her encL The otJier, in obedieooe to the 

promptings of that heart of universal charity which religion 
giveth to her chiIdreD| went for the love of soals ; to win 
men to righteonsneflBy her employment; to gionfj her 
Saviour, her end. How different were their engagements 
while they lived there? One, tlioiigh Jevoted to her 
husband's wishesy and careful in the discharge of every 
domestio duty, was not so tineelfish as to forget her regnUi- 
tion in the literary world. The flattery received had given 
thirst for more, mil amid the duties of her new sphere, she 
found time aud iuclmation to prepare sketches of Walter 
Scott's heroines for the millions who delighted in the pro* 
dnctions of her fimitfol mmd. The other, while battling 
with a disease which, hke a thirsty vampire, sat constantly 
at her heart, drinking up the lifa-current as it flowed from 
its pure fimntsin, devoted her time to the school-house, and 
her thoughts to teaching savage children the way to Christ 
and heaven. 

How difierently, and inconsistently, did men speak of 
their going to Africa I Of one they said, She has made a 

good match ; she ought to go with her husband ; by that 
means she will secure, after her return, a comfortable 
establishment." Of the other, they said, with feigned 
sympathy : ** Poor misguided girl I" ** She is throwing her- 
self away 1" ** She is a luTiatic Aye, and harsher things 
than these were said, wliich we may not write, bat with 
which the ears of misnonaries are familiar. 

But they died 1 The life of one may be compared to the 
course of the moon, which, after walking in I tcauty llirough 
the heavens, receiving the admiration of miliions and charm? 
Jug them with the brightness of her shining, goes down 
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amid clouds of murky darkness. That of tbe other to the 
modMt glimmering of a tiny star, which, after attracting 
the gase of a thonghtfbl iSbw hy the pure serenity of her 
beaiiiinLS fades away in the brii^ht light of morning. Shall 
we ] in sue them further? Wc would not rash where 
•agekfear to tread;** but in life mo pure, and to the last 
so strong was the ftith, so clear the mental yision of things 
eternal, no bright the hopes of heaven, so ample the testi- 
mony to the sustaining power of grace, of the missionary 
girl, that we may rest assured that she has passed to a 
glorious inheritance. The eyes that closed, so gently, on 
that couch of pain, to scenes of African depravity and 
wretchedness, are now gaang on the beauties of the Lamb 
and the glories of the npper sky. 

Thott*rt st rest— hsring Unghi them wbst rosfc to islj oi^ 
And bast doft tho fair robes which to Tirgins belong. 
But the neit robe for thee was the white robe of Zion^ 

The uext sound thou hcard'st was the Soraphim'ti soug !" 

L. £. L. sleeps on a desolate rock beside the sen, on a 
lonely shore; and there the heavy soif in deep-voiced 
moans shall chant her wild sad reqmem ontU the earth and 

the sea shall give up tlieir dead. Ilcr name shall live while 
the ICnglish language endni cs ; her grave shall be guarded 
as a sacred thing while the British flag floats oyer African 
soiL It will be viinted by cnrions travellers, and wonder- 
ing savages, for ages to come. Her praise shall be spoken 
by generations yet unborn^but she is dead to flattery and 
to flune 1 If these were her objects, she has her reward ; 
bnt how poor in the posBCsrion I How deserving of hnman 
sympathy I li^ as we sometimes hope, she aspired to honors 
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more enduring tJban those of earth, God, ^vbu koowetii the 
hearty will fulfill all her deares ; and in tlie &ir paradise 
where the disembodied pore abide, her capadons powers 
may revel in the noontide of bliss and knowledge. 

The name and tbe resting-place of Miss Siaontou will be 
fi>rgotten by the next generation ; bttt angel guards shall 
keep watoh and ward beside that silent tomb; and, when 
the missionary martyrs are called to be partakers in the first 
resurrection, she shall rise with those who have tamed 
many to righteotisness, and s bright star in the firma- 
ment of God's own dwsUing-plaoe shall shine farevet and 

forever. 

As we stood at the grave of Mrs. Maclean, we remem- 
bered a few luies of her own sweet verse, peeoliarly apfrifi- 
cable to tbe oooanon. They are Irom **The Hennifs 

Grave/' How fav was it from the thoughts of the liiir 
composer, that strangers from another hemisphere would 
find them tqppropriate to her own last home and final 
resting-place. 



It wu s scene where faith woidd take 

LeMiia fma all it eaw, 

And feel amid iti deptha that heps 

Was God*s and Nat«fe*a bw. 

The past might here4>e wept awaj. 

The future might renew 

Its early con fn]. nee in heaven, 



\Vh('ii yi'ai's and sins wri e fow : 
Till, in the strength of pcoitencei 
To the worst sinner gjiTen, 



gnve would aeem a mtins-plaoe 
Between this world and beaten.'* 
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AOCOU. 

« 

Aoeni in Slght--^Come lo to Aiiohor>-<!aiioes and Tnden— ▲ word for 
P«t8-*Fort»--Export»--FUlibiiftering^Eng1i8b^^ 
Ifmiint jflifmii ^'Tlin Servioa**— Mr. Boiran— nilngs to be Ko* 
gvelted— Gorernor Banncrmar -DoM Rin g ! i A MrtiTO flillilimlik 
Indian Com— ▲ FrimitlTo MIU— Tbo OaieUe. 

'^Now for the gold rings, leopard daws, and grey monkey 
Mob V* ezcbdmed oae of the master's mates, as he came 
rattling down the steerage ladder. 

•* What's the matter, Charley said o«e of his compan- 
ionsy suddenly waking from a nap that he had heen taking 
on a camp«tool, with the bnlkhead fi>r a pillow. 

" Accra's in sight, and the commodore has given orders 
to stand in and come to anchor." 

Two hours later (3.30 tm^ December 22, 1856), and we 
were anchored within three-qnarters of a mOe of the forts 
and town of Accra, and hi the open sea. 

Wo were soon surrounded by a licet of canoes, containing 
Bade 6ninea-men, eager and most noisy competitors in the 
sale of live monkeys, pigs, parrots, yams, bsnanas, and pine- 
apples. These gentlemen arc content to do business on a 
very small ncale. Here is a craft contaiumg four men, who 
have come off to sell a smaU and very lean pig, for which 
they aflk a dollar, bnt win take less. There*s another, con- 
taining two men and a boy, whose stock in trade consists of 
a buDoh of plantains, for which they ask a dollar, but aviU 
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take aoythiDg, in mher^ m large as a dime. Yonder in an- 
other, in charge of a grey-headed gentleman, who wears a 
Bcarf of several yards of blue calioo over hia shoulders^ and 
caUa himself a merchanf His oaaoe b large, and maimed 
by five boys, who seem very obedient to his gravely-given 
orders. He has several parrots, a rnoukcy, a few badly 
dressed leopards' skins and paw8» gaaeUe'a ioet^ and porcn- 
pine qniOs. Onr men look yery wistftdly at the parrots and 
monkeys, but pets have been interdicted, our number being 
complete; they have but little money, and the skins 
are dear^ so trade is confined to poreni»ne qmlls and 
fimit. 

We have no sympathy with that rigorous enforcement of 
discipline which allows of no recreation, no pets, and no 
fan, on board of yen-o^var. A monkey or two, a ft^ par- 
rots or other birds, on board ship, oontribnte to the amnse- 
ment of the men, and help to relieve the monotony of their 
tedious liie« Especially on the Airican station, where the 
enervating effects of climate tend to prodnce depression of 
spirits, sach thmgs are nsefhl, as oondncmg to health as 
well as pleasure. To keep them in proper bounds is in the 
power of ^very commander, and he is a very weak man 
who cannot preserve discipline hot by depriving his men 
of this small but much desired indnlgence. A ship of war 
should not be converted into a menagerie, of course, nor yet 
should it be a penitentiary. The onion of the utiie et duke 
is possible here, as everywhere, in the labors of life. Bat 
the days are welMgh past when officers were offended 
to see their men laugh, and regretted that the suu i>honc as 
brightly for the man as for the master. There are, how- 
ever, a fsw of the old regime left, and we wish them, very 
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cordially, a pleasant voyage to — ^wherever they are going 
beyond the Styx. 

Along the shore, at this point, and within ngfat of taoh 
other, are leTeral fortB, bekmging to European powers. 

The villai;^es around them bear the commuu iiaaic oi' Acci'a, 
distiuguiiihed by the titles of the forts to which they are 
attached. The English, Freneh, and Daoiah Aecraa an^ 
large townii nnmbenng t ogether over ten tbonflaad aonls. Of 
these, English Accra is the largest in populatif)!!, and most 
iinportant in trade. The population is over live thousand, 
and the exporia in palm oil and ivory are heary. They may 
be estimated together at $75,000 ammally. Large quanti- 
ties of gold, biuuglil in by the Ashautees, aiu also ex- 
ported from this plaoe. The English, of coui-se, get tho 
lion's share, and the remainder is divided in about equal 
proportions between the American, French, and Dnteh 
traders. 

The forts of the Danes at Accra, and four other places 
on the Gold Coast, have recently been sold to the British 
crown for 150,000. Thns, and by lawful means, is England 

lengthening her cords and strengthening her stakes on the 
shores of Guinea. We like filibustering when \t is done 
honestly, and hence we see with pleasure the widening in* 
flnenoe of our cousin over African peoples and territories. 

When the natives of Uauish Accra heard that they were 
to change their masters, they received the tidings with the 
wildest enthumsm, and, with shouts for Victoria and pro- 
cessions in her honor, welcomed the rule of her majesty, 
and the new era in their liistory. The superiority of Eng- 
lish rule and civilization in olevatiDg African humanity, may 
be seen In the advanced oondition of the natives in the 
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Engliali tenitorieB, as compwed with those of territories 

under other foreign influence. This appears inaforciijle 
light when we oomparo Cape Coast Town with Elmma, 
The fMts and figures that we haye giveii^ ivill show that 
civiUsation and Christianity are making progress in the 
former pUice at a rate, and of a character, which inspire 
hopes of the final trion^ of troth and the arts of peaee. 

Travellers^ amoi^ whom is the intelligent and worthy 
misrionary of the Sonthem Baptist Board, J. F. Bowen, 
agree, that of all the corrupt places in iVlrica, Elmina is the 
worst. Mr. B. thinks, that in their present condition the 
people are heyond the reaoh of the Qoqiei. After seeing 
most of the important towns between Morocco and Bengu- 
ela, I am prepared to give them the honor (for such, no 
doubt, they wonld oonaider it) of being the vilest and most 
shameless sinners on the West Coast. Tet this is the ssme 
tribe which, at Cape Coast, a place but eight miles distant, 
has yielded m many noble specimens of pious and intelli* 
gent Christians. British rule is stem, impUusable and ex* 
acting, it is tme, yet how mach soever berated, and how 
justly soever, by the enemies of Anglo-Saxon civilization 
and Protestant Christianity, it may be, the cstahiibhmont 
of true religion, the prosperity of commence, the progress 
of hnmanity, demand that in Afirica, as in India, we shall 
wish it enlargement and prosperity. AVlicre Jonatlian 
can't enter, he will ever say, Gro on, John, it is all in tho 
family.'^ 

The ooontry around Aeora is hilly and picturesque. 

Heavy timbers, if they ever existed Iiliw, iiuve lung ago 
disappeared, except in the valleys ; yet the hills are covered 
with green bramble, and present the appearanoe of old 
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fiekto tuned out to rest Hie people are eaid to be tre»> 
obeiotti, and as long fingered n any of tJieir neigbbore; 

iiitleed, the distinctions, meum and tuurn^ are not j^erfectly 
understood on any part of the coast ; yet, haying oitten hud 
myself open to losses of personal property witlioiit nmeh 
damage, I am indined to think tint the rognes are not 
quite 80 bad as they are Bometimos represented. 

The dress of the people is ahuost too scant to be de^ 
scribed. With the men, it Tariee fWNn a pieoe of twine 
and a obarm or two, to a pair of pantaloons, shirt, and 
nmbrella; and with the ladies, fvom a string of beads and a 
Imght bandana handkerchief; to a whol^ petticoat and two 
<»F three pomids of beads. Such is hnman nature in AfHca. 
Wbnld that, like truth, it were when unadorned adorned 
the most.'' Then, truly, its beauty would be boyuuii 
praise. 

The houses at Aocra are generally two stories high, having 

mod walls, and long steep roofs of grass. Many of the 
buildings are of stone ; and the streets between them are 
seldom more than mx Ibet wide. The principal traders of 
tiie plaoe are Englisb-bom mulattoes and blacks. They 
lire in oomibrtable houses, and are, in many instances, intel- 
ligent and reliable men. The Wesleyans have a mission 
here ; and though, for a few years past, it has had to strug- 
gle fer an existence, it is now improving, and rests at last, 
wc trust, on a permanciil liasis. Thi' mission is composed 
of 1 missionary, 3 local preachers, 10 school teachers, 100 
membem, 270 day soholara. A German Protestant mission, 
withm fifty mileaof AcGra, is reported to be in a proq»erou8 
condition. 

I would here reier once more to the advantages of a Utur- 
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fgf mmtmg veoant eonveru from heithmlfin, Mr. Baw«B» 
who, like Btptiit mhn^bm gmmSkj^ wema to htve s yery 

low appreciation of "the service," without intending it, 
pays tiie loiiowmg tribntc to its adaptedncss to the tastes 
and wanu of Afrionii: "To kneel » iifeUe and to steod a 
little, by titiBs, to diaiit tke doxology [?] and repeat tlie 
Lord's Prayer in concert, to bow the knee mcchanicaUj 
when they repent the name ot' Jesus in the Creed, to ex* 
elaim *Good Lord delhrer tn^' in aoienin aeC tonea twmty 
feme* aoeeeasifely in the reaponaea of the littDy," [Where 

doiis 31r. JJ. find that Iiiaiiy? Not iii the WeslejTin "Sun- 
day-service," nor in the Kpiscopal Book of Common Prayer] 
^pU tAis hm» a aOron^ hM an tk^ AeartM of tke pecpk^ 
heemu^ UUetrngmial to Uki$ir nature fB^^ Tbia he 
Bays of " oonycrts." 

Whatever may be said of the use of precomposed forms 
of prayer by the maantu of the Ohnatiaa ehoroh, aaltailed 
we are that to two daaiea they are needfiil, not to say in- 
dispensable : the highly cultivated in taste and intellect, 
and the aimple-mittded and ignorant. To the former, the 
liturgy of the Epiaoopal and Methodiat ehnrdiea ihrnlahea 
forms of prayer whieh, while lliey meet wanta of the aptrH> 
ual nature, and satisfy in their amplitude, conciseness and 
aenae, the demands of the intelleet, are in harmony with the 
moat onltivaAed taate. To the latter, it Inmiahea language, 
which, while it fully conveys the devontest aepirationa of 
the soul, awakens thought leading to enlarged desires and 
oonaeiooa wants* The exeeUence and appropriateneas of the 
many extemporaneooa pntyera whieh we heard offered np in 
Africa by native Christians, we traced to that inhnitable 
Jtervioe in which the Wesleyan converts breathe their lirst 
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TOWft and prayers to their newly found Saviour. It baa 
l»eaoMU<i that tbete oooTerti repeat their pnyen^meduuu- 

oelly ;** that they speak them " m parrots ipeak,** ete. I 
iound many school chiidren of whom these thiughj might be 
aaid in truth ; but after moeb inquiry I have not found ona 
Matbodiat or Epiacopal ^ member** to whom the service ma 
not in a greater or less degree, in proportion to the intelli* 
gence and spiiituality, a means ol grace and a furaifiher of 
devotional thought and language. 

To filllow the noveltiea and lamblings of ordinary eztem- 
poraiieous prayer, adopting each new thoughL and utter- 
auce, in a devotional frame of mind, reqnireB more spiritual 
and mental discipline than the Christians of Africa have yet 
reodred ; and pevbaiw by the time tbat tbey shall have 

received that training, they will find out, with John lian- 
dolpb, that many of such prayers are abominable to God 
and man." There are oecasioBa when eztemporaneona 
prayer is needful, induqiensable ; there are oeeasions, also^ 
when tlic well-digested forms which are the birlLriglit of 
JVXethudism, may be used to advantage above any form tbat 
might be oomposed on the spur of the moment. Wesley 
recognized this truth ; and it is the glory, the strength of 
Wealeyan MethodLsm, that it employs both instruments, 
and thus adapts itself to all circumstances, and *^all sorts 
and conditions oi men«" In Africa, we see missionaries 
quite as evsngelical, quite as zealous, quite as well supplied 
with means, as the Wesleyau misisionurivs, but wtj do not 
see the same results following their labors; and atter a 
careful study of the effects of the various creeds^ and fi>ntta 
of service and discipline, on the Afkican mind, temperament 
and surroundings, we have concluded that the secret of 



Digitized by Google 



9M P£ESOHAL ADYEirnJ££3 AND OBSERVATIONS. 

W calej^aa saccess is in Wcaieyau traiiiiDg; and that tiie 
filOit tmXuMb agani m thiiy oodrdimite with the cfawM— 9t 
ing, i« the fiturgy of tlia Protaftent Ohnich. In view «f 
tlic'se fuctH, wu ihiLTik Mr. Bowcn for addiii'jr to our ;i<-iir- 
auco that these things lake bold of the hearts of the peo- 
ple and we Terj pioosly crjacalate, Amen 1 It is to be 
regretted that elevgymn, noiiJitiiTgifla), speak ao figMy ae 
they do sometimes of prayers sent down to us by our 
fathers, and i>erfiiined with the blood of the martyrs. Still 
foilber k it to be x«grett6d that they apeak unld^ 
do alao the atriet prayer-book men, of thoee who, wfaUe 
they will not be tied down to the liturgy, do not discard it. 
Above all, ia it not a pity that modern Methodist praachera 
acmetlinea bring up the oftreluted aigiiment of want of 
variety,^— wfaidi, by the way, appfiea aa well to the LotdM 
Prayer — and speak lightly of the forms in which young 
Mathodisai uttered her in£uit prayera in the iraraery at Ox* 
ford, and in whioh Weiley, CSoke and Aabnry, spoke their 
most earnest petitions and benedietionsP 

His excellency Governor iiannerman is an English mulat- 
to^ a refined and strong^nhided gentleman, held in great 
respect by Englidi and Ameiieaa oraisers, and peaaeanng 
great influence over the surrounding tribes. 

The gold rings tor which Accra is celebrated are mauii- 
fiustored firom nnaUoyed gold by native workmen. They 
are either molded or made of plated wire, and are often 
quite ]>retty, though rotighly linished as compared with the 
work of civilized artisans. I sat by one of these goldsmiths, 
who had hia trapa in a Httle eonrt before hia bonaa, and 
wifeneased his manipnlationa ibr an honr or more. His tools 
consisted of a hammer, a muall auvil, two or three p^rs of 
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pince r gi a oold chisel or two, and an earthen cruoibie or 
mnMng poL At firat he did not seem to mioj my mtra- 
aoiiF--4]K>iight, perhaps, tliat I wat learning the ieerets of 
his trade — ^but wlu n I pi ;used his ingenuity, which I did 
hoBestly^ lor iie handled his took well, he seemed pleased 
to have me remam, and diowed me speoimeiui of bis work. 
The rings are sold £>r their weight in American or BngUah 
gold coin. 

Cowries — small sea«heUs — (spec. Oyprea montta) are 
extensivelj naed heroi and on the €Md Coast generally, as 
small ehange cmrency ; but they are not very convenient, 
as it takes 2,5uO ui' tlicui, about six pounds in weight, to 
make a doUar. They are imported from the Sooth Coast, 
or find their way through the interior, where they are the 
principal currency. 

An excellent article of Indian corn is produced on this 
part of the coast. That which we have seen is the variety 
known among onr planters as the white flint corn, and this 
is the only kind which we saw on the Gold Coast. The 
mode of grinding is peculi^. A slab of granite, or other 
ooarsegrained stone, is set on an inclined bench or bank ; 
the grain, after being soaked, is placed npon it and rubbed 
by another stone of the same material, oblong, and of two 
or three pounds in weight, which the operator holds in her 
bands. When reduced to the state of hominy, it is rolled 
into bslls and sold in the markets. It is generally cooked 
by boiling, or, rolled in leaves, is baktii in the ashes. The 
balls do not seem any the less valuable for being largely 
moistened by the perspiration of the operator, and the 
heavy percentage of dead flies and gnats that go to make 
up the mass. 
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Gazelles, the most beautiful and diminutive members of 
the deer fiimily, are numerous cm this part of the ooeai, bat 
are rarel j taken aUye, and soon die in eaptivity. We par- 
chased the skin of one having the legs and feet attached, 
and hoped hj stuffing to restore the ontlines of the animal^ 
but on nndertalcbg die task ^und that a large portion of 
the head was wanting. The little creature from which this 
Bkiu was taken would have measured in height^ at the shouU 
der, eighteen inches, and in length twenty^lbnr inches, from 
the nose to the base of the taiL The legs at the knee are 
no larger than a bluut goose quill, and from that point to 
the extremity of the hoof are five inches long. 

But the anchor is np, and we are standing on our comae 
toward the VoHa and the Kiger, 
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The Hirer Tolta — Its Trib€a — A Yanlioc Slarcr— Topography of the 
Coast of Gainca— la the Coast still Rising ♦—Deadly Shores— Quita— A 
Native King— A Walk through Quita— Hogs— Poultry— Cattle— Fruit 
— Parrots and Monkejs— A Modest Girl — ropulation — Spinning aud 
Wearing-oBaptist Missionaries— Little Pope — Grand Popo— Whjda. 

In the ailemoon of December 23d, 1850, we croscd the 
moath of ilie Biver Yolta» bai so &r out si sea m to be 
Mb to diBtingnuh notbiog but the detip green optlme of 
the land, resting like a dark cloud on the horizon. In rim- 
lung down the coast in 1855, ^ye were as close under the 
shore «l this pomt as was 8a& for a Tessel drawing nineteen 
6el of water, and^ ascending to the mlzsen-top, I obtained 
a good view of llie river and the densely wooded plama 
through which its dark waters roll to their home in the sea. 
like most of the riyers of Africa^ this has a Tery shallow 
bar, ten Ibet — and that at high tade^is its greatest depth 
of water ; ])ut when the bar is crossed, the river is navigable 
ibr many miles. 

The tribes who inhaUt its banks have been among the 
most T%orotts and orael proseontors of the dave strade, and 
to this day they are ready, whenever a Yankee craft makes 
signal, to ship, in a few hours, hundreds of their nei^^bors^ 
It is ssid by old traders on the coast, that, rather than saf- 
fer in ibmr reputation for promptness in supplying " five 
cargoes^^^iihese remorseless robbers will, when prisoners are 
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s( ;n ( e aud neighbors hard to catch, &eli their wives aod 
cbiidreDy and dclhrer them on the deck of the danrar finr a 
lev ddhmi each. 

A ston* was told us of a Yaiikee captain who visited this 
river lately. Afler paying the headmen, or traders, for 
five hundred lively darkeiyBi he isvked them inlo hie eahin 
to take a drink. He was prafbse in Us hoepitaUty, made 
them all drunk, put thciii iii irons, sank tlieir canoc^^ pock- 
eted their money, and got under weigh. Two of the 
iweaty^e thna taken jumped overboard shortly after, and 
were drowned; the remainder he sold in Cuba four 
hundred dollars each I 

Were we to ktok £ut this shrewd gentleman now, he 
would Hkely be Ibund ooeapying a neat cottage, with green 
blinds and brass door-knobs, somewhere in MassachuaettSi & 
warm advocate ot' ahoUtionisin aud "higher law.'* 

Could the watem of this bar tell thek own story, we 
would hear of the tumult of revolt in slaive oanoea, and the 
destiuction of captors and captives; cries of nniruish Irom 
parents torn iroui their children, aud from children torn 
fiom their parents ; end of the sea bdag red with the bkrad 
of men, thrown a prey to the ravenous sharks^whioli inlsst 
these waters, in order to hghten the slaver of her carrro on 
tile approach of a man of war. Countless thousands will . 
arise from these polluted wavee when the sen shall give up 
her dead demandmor eternal vengeance on their heartless 
muiderers; and aniuiiL; these shall be mighty merchants 
an<l captains bearing the Christian name. 

While we are r<^ling on £>r Quita, which is stiU ^hteen 
hours distant, we will indulge in a note of the oom|NU!atife 
U)»|M)graphy of the shores of the Gulf of Uuiuea. 
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PaBODg akmg the coast of Liberiai we pointed out the 

TOlcanic formations and evidences of recent volcanic dis- 
turbances abundant about Monrovia (the coast of bn rra 
Leone belongs to the same period), and these are traceable 
as fir as Cape Falmas. At Khnina, we enter^a ooontry, or 
surface rather, of a more ancient period, characterized by 
numerous conical hilis :ni<l narrow valleys, and bearing 
abmidaiitly £>nnation8 of the plntooio and metamorphio sys* 
temi : granite, gneiss, qnarts, sandstone, etc. ; and in the 
valleys, an auriferous or gold-bearing alluvium. The bluffs 
in the vicinity of Accra (that upon which the Kuglisli fort 
fltsnda we ascertained to he thirtyHUz feet high) indicate 
that their highest strata were once .on a IotqI witibi the sea, 

and Juiiiig long periods received the action of the "waves. 
This shows the elevation of this part of the coast also ; an 
eifeet which likely was produced by the same forces which 
protmded Tolcanie matter, and more decidedly marked the 
snrfece on the cofist further north. It has been thought that 
the shore of the Gold CJoast continues to rise, or, as some 
express it^ that the sea contbnes to retire ; bnt the foondatione 
of the forts of Efanina and Cape Coast Castle, which stand 
on the beach, do not indicate any change of position in 
relation to high- water mark, since their establishment, three 
himdred and iifty years ago. 

How fir this S3r8tem extends into the interior or coast- 
wise east of Accra, we are not prepared to say, having left 
the coast at that point, but as we approach the Yolta we 
enter a district which, along the gulf at least, is more 
recent than either of the two districts just referred to. 
Timbered savannas, marshes, sand-beds and lagoons diver- 
sify its sorfice; and this oontannes to be its character down 

11 
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to Uie dfiltat of the Nig«r, and peiiu^ b^ond. The 
lagoons which here tnyerte the besoih are ftom a hundied 

yards to two milea in width; they receive many large 
creeks and streams, and are gradually filling up with earthy 
and vegetable matter. The bar which dhrides them from 
the aea la rapidly widening by the aeonmnlatSon of aand 
tlirown up by the action of the tide-waves; and when the 
present chain of lakes is filled, the eaoaes which produced them 
wiD produce others still farther seaward. Such, donbtlesa, 
has been the process in the finmation of this low and ftnny 
coast. Pestilence broods over it continually, and woe to 
the white man who sleeps eyen for a single night beneath 
her deadly breath. Traders and ennsers anchor amilia from 
the shore, and hare learned by sad ezporieBCe nerer to 
delay their return to the ship after sunset. Vet the natives 
of this country are hearty-looking races. Missionaries have 
brayed its dangersi and endured them fi>r a while, snatained 
by Him who tempereth the winds to the sihom lamb; bnt 
African fever, wliich on the Gold Coast is rare, is lu re pre- 
valent aud fiktai, and the white man, sooner or later, must 
M before it. 

The white booses of Qoita are- gtistening in the moming 

Sim, and look cool and cheerful amidst the cocoanut forests 
which surround and shade them. When we visited this 
place twelve montha previously, the king paid a visit to our 
ship ; but we had been sufficiently amosed by Afijean kings, 
and nttrtched but little importance to his viat. He called 
on the commodore nnd commander, and then condescended 
to the wanl^room, where he speDft a oouple of houra in 
moody silence, I gave his h^bneas, quite muntSBtionnBy, 
uu unpai'douablo ollciice, b^ a^iking him if he was not vioo* 
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roj to tiM king of Dahomej. AanmuDg a scowl of injured 
Agility, be repBed, **No; I king mes^ an* l>igger dan 

king ob DuiJiys !" Whatever may be his relation to Da- 
homey now, his tribe were long tributary to that great inte- 
rior kingdom, aa have been most of the tribea on the Bight 
of Benhi. Bat so vam and nnreliable are Afiioan ohieft, that 
it is impossible to obtain from them any truth regarding the 
extttit or reiatiooa of tenit<»ie8. His majesty wore a straw 
hat the only whole straw hat I ever saw on the head of a 
heathen ebony — a white cotton jacket, and a blue cotton 
scarf folded into the shape of a petticoat. He carried a 
large gold-headed cane in his hand, had heavy gold eamngs 
in his ears, and a doasen orniore gdd rings on his &igers. I 
was for a while the only entertainer of the king in the Avard- 
room ; and having occasion to step out, I found, on my 
return, mjvakt de chambn^ a black ward-room boy, trying 
to persnade his majesty to accept of a handle of old dothes 
and shoes, in exchange for a few of his gold rings. I sent 
my tiger on deck to report himself " for impudence," and 
made an apology to his majesty, for which I reoeived a royal 
grunt. I fear the old gentJeman entertains a low estimate 
of American respect for black royalty. 

On the morning of December 24, 1856, we came to an- 
chor within two miles of Qnita, As our parser was going 
ashore to bay beeves, I accepted his oflbr of a passage, and 
took 11 walk, of several hours* length, in the town and its 
>acinity. 

The white houses which present so hnponng an aspect to 
a beholder in the roadstead, are two lAory boildings of stone, 

occupied by the king, and by English merchants of African 
blood. The small fi)rt on the beach is one of those lately 



Digitized by Google 



244: PX3K80NAL ADYEKTUBSB ASD OBS£RYATI0N8. . 

pnrbhased by England ftom Dennuurk. It oontalns a few 
hnsB grans, and is ooeupied by a sergeant and corporals 

guard. The houses of the natives resemble those described 
at £lmina| bnl they are generally more cleanly, not so close 
together, and are not quite bo abundantly snpi^Ued with 
lizards and snakes— reptiles that arc largely represented in 
the hats of African towns, and which live on terms of inti- 
macy with the women and children. These snakes are large 
and black, and are regarded by the natives witii religions 
reverence. To kill one is a serious offence, and the mur- 
derer may consider himself doomed to a life of misfortmio 
and a death of pain. 
Qnita is the Cincinnati of Oninea. The hogs seem to be 

as numerous as the people, and have villages of their own 
on the neighboring beach and in the rear of the town. The 
poultry market is well supplied, but the prices are high. 
Cattle are abundant but smalL The Ihll grown bollocks 
which we purchased did not average two him^Irc*] jiounds, 
gross, and cost twenty dollars a head. There arc no large 
cattle on the West Coast, and those that are there produce . 
inferior meat. Plantuns, cocoa-nuts, and pine apples ore 
abundant and goofl. "We bought a few pine-apj)les in the 
morning at ten cents each, and in the evening a few more 
at ten dants a dozen. This will give the reader some idea 
of the unsettled state of prices in African markets. Parrots 
and monkeys were offered us at two dollars each for the 
birds, and what you like give" for the little tailed boys. 
African heats had cooled our love fbr pets, but fearing that 
we should not again virrit the shore in the grey parrot re- 
gion, which extends seven or eight degrees on each side of 
the equator, and remembering that we had quieted the fiire* 
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wall sobs of our ^'little Willie,*' with the promiao of a 
Polly," I purchased a red-Uulod prattler, whioh atoward 
tamed oat to be a remarkable bird. The Afirioan parrot is 
intelligent, long-livt;d, and capable ol' imiuitiiig any toue of 
voice, or Bound of musical instrumeat, 

After atrcdjing in the hot ran iat an hour or tvo^ mj ooiii> 
pamoD, Lieatenant H., proposed that we should rest awhile 
ainon<i; a fuw umbi Pigeons cocua-nnt trees, which Btood near 
a lafga hot on the oalskirts of the town. We knoeked 
down some green nnta, and seating ourselvei oomfiirtably 
oommeneed iomplmg the oool fluid which Thomson de- 
scribes as 

** Hore beauteous far than all the £rantic juice 
Which Bacchus poun.** 

Wbilo thus engaged, a young lady from the hut at our 
baoks oame to oiaim pay. Bhe did not disoover that we 
were white, nntil in answer to ber esll we &oed sbont; she 

uttered a scream, and bounded like a deer back to the hut ; 
and like a deer her bounds were unembarrassed by hoops or 
skirts. After a while gained conrsge enoogh to oome 
to the hedge of the garden and motioned to ns to leave the 
pay on the ground. We dropped a piece uf silver, whiob> 
wj^en we had removed a £ew hundred yards, she picked up 
and acknowledged by bows and courtesies. 

The people of Qaita, who nnmber 5,000, are more mdnstn- 
ous and modest tlian any of tlie trilKS that wo have seen to 
the north or west of them. We saw several women spinning 
cotton with a distaff— a slow process truly ; an active Amer- 
iean woman, with a wheel, ooold sfnn more than fbrty of 
them together — ^aud others weaving, on very smipie looms. 
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cotton cloth six inclics wide. At the entrance of the town, 
aud near the king's house, we saw two rode images of stone, 
MroQnd which were mtiered sb^ of eggs that had been 
hrokeo as a aaorifioe on the heads of these deidee. This is 
the nearest ajiproach to idolatry that we have seen in Africa, 
and these are not properly idols, as they are not invoked. 

Hie surf was mmung to a terrific hdght when we left 
the shore in the eyeomg. We went throngli ft in a lar^ 
canoe, paddled by twenty yelling savages, and surrounded 
by scores of ravenous sharks, which came within a few feet 
of nsi tod seemed siudoiis &r a taste of white niaii--Uaok 
man Is yery common fire with them. Accidents are here 
numerous uiid f.iUi]. 

The bark liormitago came to anchor alongside of us in the 
eoane of the da^r. She had on board the Bey. Kessrs. 
Priest and Carson and their wiyes; all on their way to 
Lat,'o.M, whence they were to go up to Yoruba, to juiii the 
Baptist mission in that country. They are all soutliemers, 
and persons of high standing. We intended yisiting them, 
Vnt the commodore ordered the ship to sea immec&tely on 
our return IroiB shore. God grant them health and suc- 
cess. 

Sixtjr-fiye thomand gaUons of palm oil were exported 
from Qinta in the year 1865. lyory, honey, bides and wax 

iu small quantities. 

In December, 1855, we went to the northeastern extre- 
mity of the Bight of Benm, raiting the towns of LitUe Popo, 
Grand Popo, and Whyda. 

Little Pojjo contains a few houses in the European style, 
residences of black merchants, and with the*many bristly- 
colored flags which they diq>lay when a war ship passes, 
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they preMot a pretty appearance. George Lavicmy a ookMred 
nUBt who claims to b« an Snglaah aolirjeet, is king defaetQ^ 
and the prindpal merehant of the place. He can Ifamrith yon 

with any thing produced in Africa, from a chicken to a cargo 
of slaves. QooTge wears the clothes of a Earopeao, has tra- 
velled in de Surope," is a ridi man, and an enonnovs 
* scoundrel. Great Popo is a place of no interest. The town 
composed of mud huts nestled among cocoa-nut trees, stands 
on the beach. Nothing but the signsl of a slaver can bring 
out its lasy inhabitants. 

Whyda is a town of several thousand lazy and dirty 
people. It is situated a mile and a half from the shore, on 
the banks of a Isgoon. Several of its native merchants are 
men of wealth, bnt very nnrelisble. Pigs, poultry, snd 
fruit are abundant and cheap. At all of llicse places, and 
also at Badagry, the second town to the south of us, the 
Messrs. Hntton, of London, liave agaiciss for Uie purchase 
of psUnoU and other native productions. We were desirous 
of visiting Badagry, as thtru arc a few Methodist mission- 
aries there of whom the English c ITk ( rs whom we met at 
Whyda spoke in the highest praise.* These tribes are aU 
attached to the kingdom of Dahomey, but many of themi 

* The Methodist nussionarj force on the Gulf of Guinea may be thus 
stated : fltatioos 10 ; missloiMriea 10 ; school teachers 100 ; local preachers 
(aatbes) 87 ; churches 20; commnnicants and probadionen 8,000 ; day- 
school scholars 1,600; petaoBS who attend pieachiog, and art more or 
less under missionary Influence 10,000. Besides these, there are three 
aiissiott stations sapportcd by the churches nf t lie English Missionary 
Bodety, and two or tliree German inissiong. The interest which the 
goyemmcnt of Great Britain takes in her Guinea possessions is, in part, 
evidenced by her annual cxpenditttre of more thnn $iO,C00 in nmintain- 
iniE^ fortM for the 'p^of rrtion of Enf'li^h traders. This does not include 
any of the expeodes of her African tieet. 
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preiierving their laugaage and national peculiarities, are 
gOT^B^ hj a viceroy ap|R»inied bj the kii^ oil: ibat country. 
Lagoe^an imporUiittf idling txiA Mwiiiiniowa^isacmratlMmd.* 



• Exports or L\G(>< — The toTrn of La|;os L- fonnJ'iMl on the northern 
citrcmii/ of u sniaii Ui>lauJ of liif «»roe OAine, luav l>c c o;i-idor<. d as 
the seaport town of Dahomey a:ul Dl uin. The foIk>iring arc liic qu&oti- 
tics and value of ihe exporl^ fur the 1657 : 



Palm Oil, 4,»ti tons, vaiae, ........ fl^lltSOO 

lT«iy»MJ191lM., »• 11^ 

8«8b»?-* C noo, »Terafinp ir?3 Tbs., ralot^ . . • • . 17.950 

Oottea QoUm, naUv* wof on, du^MO, 12i>,im 

iMtifiiiM, Mijm 



The value of the palm oQ annually expo t ! from the sliores of Benin 
must be something like ten millioiia of doUara. This oil is, and is destined 
to be, the staple of the West Coast. In ltd production but llltle capital 
or labor is rcqutrefl, and nothing i« to bo fe.ircd from competition. Enc:- 
lish cotton bnyera arc doing much to oncourai^o the cultivation and 
cleaning of cotton on tlic West Coast, witli the hope of brLn<;in;; it into 
competition witti AnK ricaa cotton, and thus froo themselves from their 
present total dependence on the ^oulhe^u pl;iuter^ Should this hope 
ever be Milised, it wiH not be by the prtfanA or lb« mat genar rt ion of 
bvjefs. Indeed ve think U highly ^lOMrtioDeble wbelhor the tiflM em 
win cone when the effect of African cotton in the marketa of Sorope 
will be to cheapen the American ataple. 

Other cropa wiQ be (bond more proA table, and reqidre Icee kibor; the 
coft of pcodndng, deaoiog, and exporting, with the present means for 
cultirating and ginning, are such as to prevent its being sold in England 
for les? thnn the American cotton (the civilization which will improve 
the ineann will also increajse the price, bv increasing the waatS of the 
producci*), and withal the cotton is of inferior quality. 

The highcai cla?:-ltitation that it has received, nnd that from the most 
Mnguine friends of Africit, is '* middling fair," and ilmi by the time it is 
landed in liTOrpool will cost quite aa much as New Orleans middling. 
We with our Liberian frienda aucceaa in their cotton -growing enterprise. 
The production of a few hmidred thonaand bales of AlHcan cotton, aonn* 
an/, in the EngUih market, wonU be an advantage to the Aaerlcan 
planter In gf ring i t eedine a e to prioea» The quantity of cotton exported 
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But the reader most be tired of coasting, and the mono tony 
of Guinea tcywns; to let vs awaj, for ohaage aDdreoreationy 
to the beautHbl Ides of Biafra. 

from the WiMt Cotat» in 1868, was S80|000 Ibt.— ^gnal to tlie erop of 
■ome of our lOaiaBippi plaiitatioiii. 



11* 
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ISLAITDS Oir BLLFSA. 

Goo^frapliy — Opinion of tlic Ancient*? — Sccnorv, Vegetation, etc. — The 
Inhabitants — Fernando To; discovered; ceded to Spain ; leased to the 
English; Clurcnco; Grave of Lander — Prince's Island, Appearance, 
Discovery, Colonization, Inhabitants, Romanism, etc. — Naiads — St. 
Thomas — Annobon — Corisco— Presbyterian Mission. 

Ih the Bight of Biafra, and between the parallels of longi- 
tude 6° aud 9° east, and latitude 4° north and 2° south, 
aro sitiiated four beaatifiil ulttqdt, Feniaado Po, Priiioe>i 
LtUuid, St. Thomas, and Annobon. Like most ialaadi of 
T<doanic orighi, these are high, jagged and broken in OQt> 
line ; their sorikces are varied by abrupt hills and moun- 
tainsy chasoM, deep and tortnona yalleys, relieved oooaiion- 
allj by plateana and gentle dopes. Thdr grotesque sum- 
mits, terminating in dome or turret or 8j>ir©-like masses, 
pierce the clouds; during the rainy season, these heights 
are bathed in eeaseless showers, and when the storm pre- 
Tails, the lightnings which flash from the thnnder-ekrads 
which they attract to thoir sides, give them the appear- 
ance of volcanoes ejecting streams of liquid fire iar into the 
sky. 

It was the opinion of the ancients, and indeed of the 
moderns, until the navigators of Portugal penetrated the 
tropic of Capricorn, that the regions of Africa which lie 
^ ^^i^iear and beyond the equator, were parohed by inftoleraUe 
and dronghts, and pcoduoed n«Lther animal nor TSge* 
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table life, except nozions weeds and |K>i«moiu reptfles. 
The bents of Cancer and Oapriconi are oppremive, it is 

true, and iu a great part of Africa almost intolerable to the 
white man; but, so iar is the rest of their picture from 
bcong correcti that rainyftre more abundant in the tropical 



Nature, as if to compensate for the intensity of the heat, 
grants them cool breeaesi dewy nightSi and refreshing 
thi&ideF4itoriiM^ with A liberaKty nnknown beyond these 
realms of light. The islands, though in the latitudes of 
eternal summer, are clothed with the richest and most 
Inzofiant yegetation j eren the tallest peaks are green with 
the bramble and creeping yinea which find Ma in the m<»8t 
and soil-filled crevices ; and in many of the deep valleys, so 
dense is the canopy of foliage, spread by huge timbers and 
panaMio shmbs which grow upon their branches, that aon- 
beams never enter to scatter the mists of morning. In 

these shades the aLmoBphcre is nlw ays moist and cool, and 
here birds of gayest plumage congregate, to find shelter 
firom the heat of noontide ; and aealy reptiles, and busy 
insects make in them^ their abodes. The douds which shed 
constant moisture on the mountain tops are feeders of 
streams, wiiich, afler leaping firom clifi* and crevice ou the 
h«ight8| pursoe a serpentine course down the slopes, £muii- 
Ing and roaring as they go ; and, after winding with more 
sober pace and softer muhic througli the deep and shady 
valleys, and giving drink to man and beast on the way, 
enter the bright bosom of the tropical sea. The islands aM 
as rich and Taried in fruit as they are abundant in flora. 
The "goodly boughs*' o£ the palm-tree yield constant 
harvests ; the delicious pine-apple, the juicy sour sop, the 
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mellow banana, the delicato roie-apple, the miiky cocoarnut» 
md the uaeM bread-trui^ grow wild apoQ tke hiUadM; 
and the eooosptrae, and the ooffbe^reey yield, mtfaont onXlir 
vation, a luxuriunL li uitage. 

WhsAf it wUl be asked, are the character and couditioa 
of the human inhabitant of abodes where nature dw^ In 
Biich majesty and beauty f ^ Give me tiie geography of 
any comiLry," says M. Victor Couaiu, " and I will give you 
the eliaraoter of its inhabitants." Without waiting to hear 
the phiUwophioal gueaaing of the Tenen^ &Uiier of eelaetic 
philosophy (for pUloeophy, whieh in its ideal state is 
reasoned truth, is, as applied to this and most other practi- 
cal questions, but reasoned gueiS'ioork)^ we will give you 
emiolosions, drawn from actual observation, A few there 
are who prefer philosophy to experience ; bat you and I, 
dear reader, are not yet learned enough to be of that 
exalted olaaa* But patience a moment. 

The most northern of these islands is Fetnando fo* It 
was discovered in the latter part of the fifteenth oentnry by 
a Portuguese nobleman named Fernao do Poo, who, 
diarmed with the beaoty of its appearanosi called at 
Farmota* 

Alphonso v., icigniiiL; sovereigfn at the time of the 
discovery, out of honor to bis enterpruung subject, named 
the isUnd Feinio do Poo, which tiiUe soon passed by eaqr 
transition into Feinando Po. 

A colony of Poptugueso was ] I anted on it soon after its 
discovery; the colonistd reduced the natives to slavery,, 
and increased the nomber of the slaves by importatioiia 
from the opposite coast. Wars and financial embarrass* 
ments tamed the attention of the mother country liom her 
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colony in Biaira^ many of the Urst settleis were carried off 
Ijf fertts; otbets intenuurziod wUh the negio iDbaUtaati; 
and the ialand was left finr many geneiatioiis in the pos- 

seasiou of a moogrel SLud iudoicut race. In it was 
cedifSil to Siuiin, in exchange &>v the hdsLnd of Xnnidad,^ L 
It ia atUi ia her posBeaaioBi, bvt Engiand has made some 
Hie^Meable iinpresnoni en the eharaeteEr of ita fiihalntanta. 
It waii ibr several ^ciiia ki tiie pusiscssyou ui lin Kti'^liak by 
ftleaae f^m the Spanish crown; they removed toit aarrenU 
handred partially dviliaed bkcka from Chqiet €kMHt< attd 
Sien'a Leoiic, and dcpositctl there several cari^oes of 
recapturcil slaves* They made some clibrt to purchn«!f^ the 
isiandf bot^ filing m this, the project of eatabliahing there 
a odony of free Uacka waa abaadoaed« 

The valleys anil hilliitdes are heavily timbered with 
vakiablo wood; the soil is exceedingly fertile, and well 
watered ; the climate ia healthy, aa oonipttred with that of 
the adjaoent coaat ; and it ia to be regretted, for the sake 
of ChrLstianity aud ciwuzaLiuJi in ^UV'u ;i, that it is not in 
the possession of a more iiheral nation than Spain. The 
En^^iahrBaptiato have there a miatioa which haa aooom- 
pUahed much good ; and among the EngUdi coloniata«-4lie 
emigrants from Sierra Leone and Capo Coast — there are a 
few Wefileyaiis, and a few EpiaoopaUans. The Kugiish 
town ataada at the head of CSarenoe Corey a w& fodpretty 
harbor; it ia a coal depot, and the teininiia-ef the Weat 
African Steamship Line. A U-w of the residences of tlic 
Knghflh officiala are tasteM in appeatanee^aadaarzoondinga^ 
but the town generally ia Toid of intareatk 

■The colored popnlation (5,000) is a degraded and Igno- 
r^t laa^ii — tlueviiih| indcdeati inoffenMve, vu»t}le6S beings. 
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Contact with Clmetkn misdonariefi, and oiviliiBed men of 
color, ifly howcrer, gndiudly eimlong this man, and par« 
meating it with moral and inteUeetnal Hfe: bat wo live in 
daily expectation of hcaiiug that the Spanish government 
(which has oooe» alraady, lileDoed the Bsf^ miiiioBaiioa) 
has driven tho toadiora of truth firom tiio idand. 

C^arenoe is destmed to be a place of great oommefcial 
importance. It is already important aa a depot of palm-oil^ 
cotton, and other Afiioaa prodnotloDt; and when the 
Engli^ shall haTo fhlly opened the trade of the Niger, an 
enterprise in which they are engaged with a zeal that is 
sure of success, it will be the commercial mart of western 
A&KMk On this islsad irie^ Lander, the disooverer of the 
months of the Niger. The heavy strokes of the paddle 
wheel and the ruBli and roar of steam enjjines, as they serve 
the interests of Aiiican commerce, and verify his prophecy 
in develoittng the trade Mooroes of the Niger, will soon 
cheer the londiness of his resting^plaeei and lonn befitUng 

nuisic to the memory of one who spent his life in pre- 
paring the way for commerce and civilization in Africa, 

We entered West Bay, Prince Idand, in the forenoon 
of Dec. 2ttli, ldS6, and remained there nntil January 2, 
1850. Tired \\h\i the sameness of the shore scenery in the 
Bight of Benin, and sick of the disgusting phases which 
homanity proscnto on the coast of Goinea, we hailed with 
joy the leaMad peaks of IVince^s IsLand, as they loomed 
in Liie mellow sunlight of that December morning ; and 
natnre, arrayed in equatorial splendor and loveliness, 
seemed to be inviting ns to commnmon with henset^ It 
was the rainy season ; heavy showm had ftllen the pie> 
^ vious night j the atmosphere was cool, and the laud breeze 
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ir» fireali and invigorsttag. The iteep and oonioal hili« 
wideh riie from the beacb to the height of flevenl hmdred 

feet, I'oriiiiiig the fuicgiouiki of the scene, were covered to 
their sammits with vegetation of the riohest green ; here a 
hil^lsilwMiut^ and there a giant palm^ vaiaed th^ prood 
heada abore tho^aiEnpoiuiding thnber;^ atreama laafied from 
the liills, as if niovi,d by ^pul uvc life, foimiag iiui*; luariug 
and aai^emiiia'^orceat^ and t^ere hoiuMliug onroT' oiidili a^ 
wildeal tartow, Ibnning eaaoadea tHuoh gtiatMd ift Hie 
maraing smt^lHce atreams of jms^ imd difffttondfr. The 
blue summer ocean, as if ia »yiiipailiy wilii the serenity ui 
tiia monnng and the calm beauty of the aoeoe^ rolled 
^ aananttd na in gantle iindnlatioii%.nd bmd tho ahorea ofllia 
lovely klaad wHli ^warea that made nii^iio in their flow. 
Ottf beautitiii ship glided into the snug little hai bor^ as if 
dnnm bj eome aUraolioa on the ahoMi and at 8 i^w. we 
dropped anehor in ttrentyfrdioaia of mteF* 

Prince's Islaud was discovered on the 17th of January, 
1471, by tho Portuguese navigators Santarem and hiaoabor, 
who eaUed it dan Antonio^ oot of leapeot to the paftmn 
samtefihodayon wliiehitwaadiaoovered; Tbenaxiewaa 
some time after changed to Prince's Island, because its 
revcuucjs were appropriated to the oldest son of the king 
of Portagal. It ia nme mllea long aad eeven breads aM ia 
Bitaated m lat. l"" 25' north, and long: nfO^^eM. «&i(«8 
colonized soon after the island of Fein;mdo Po, and for 
awhile received muoh atlautkuiircHiktha^own of Portugal; 
bnt^ita trade and importance here been ghidaally declining 
fat a eentmy oir more. popidatioa^ whiah nnmben near / 
5,000, ii.ay be classed as follows: mixed bloods. 150 ; white 
i'oftttguaaey who, exoopting two or thaee jj^iestSi are govern- 
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ineiit officer A, 2^ or ne^o^ 1.130. Tik^ it^BtMB^dax 

mm tkmrn^ Tkm Mliflf Are a iiddj4ooki^g tb— , ht^ 

1^ hr mihef am MytUog rdigiooslj, they m Romanists, 

foifii ihk^y k/iow Ja.n as much abool Kunuyusni Tit RffnyuMMa 

Mfxply ^enuttlTes witii mxpersttUoiis brought by iL^ir 
£iitfaen from the batiks of the GabooD. Jadgiii|^ 
tWr ■ffiwii^ w mold ite Ifat MP^fMBiM^ 

and »oap and water. Any change in their civil or social 
eonditiaa would be aa adTaacement, ior ti^y oon^f^ th* 

**TlMiwwld%aBtay and all U fi a a a ad w a i acn playeiB,^ 

f^uolii Willi^/ii. ^Viii Homo Irieud of William tell U3 what 

part these ehapa piay in the tragedy, or oomedj, which yoa 
|>i>aiB,«f Iwu— iiife? Weonea aMigpidtheaamplaaa an 
tba alafe wilh lh# gnwp wiio play al dowettihig; bot a 

moment liftcr wo remembered that the fellows widl not even 
ph^r ; asd agam we were poflElod to find aay roon &r tiMn 
cm tUa world'a ataga. Thaj may ba holdiig tbaoHaHoa m 

renorvo for some important ael in the drama of the life to 
come. 

1^ Antfuwy, lha mdy town d the ishHid, ataada a4 tha 
haad ofabayof lheaaiiiaiiaiiie,aodcoiilHnaalKNitha]ftlia 

f)Opulation. Itsbuihlinijs show sicrns of a taste and an entcr- 
priso in the poopie which have long passed away. Large 
qoantHiai of lagar ware famerly prodnaed hflv% b«t tha 
praiaiit insignitomt aKporta aga aomfcied to oolbe aad eoeoa, 

both of superior equality, and a little camwood aud cbouy. 
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TkQ only rcmarkaJiiLs person of the island, SLnd the largest 
dare md laudhowner on it, i» Madame Fereir% a lad/ of 
ecooiinfrbvt atrong and ptdtiTated mind, who, lika Iiady 

Hester Stanhope, prefers the associatioii.> ui Lalf savage life 
to the. siiitrauxta of diTilized and ciiUightouad sooioljr. West 
BayJa a &Tmla resort wilh oi» Afrioaa oniiaeri* 1%^ 
water Sa eyeelleat ; fhuts, pigs, pouUi v and wood, am 
abuuiitiuL uiid cheap ; bat let the cruiser be cai viui lu baik 
and JVpoliBiua wood wali betoi:e takioig it -oa boardy jeal h» 
coQvej to Ua aoarjaoaa aiid taraatu]a% 
nnmerotis and poiisonons. If not afimid of anacondas and 
vciioiiiuuei iepUicb vviiliuut nuiiibcr, lie niuy lake bis gun 
and aoitise bimaeU' in hunUug inonl^eyd^ but i^ like the 
writer, be feara to break the sixth eecmiaadinent by shoot* 
ing these little oonons of the hnman biped, he can prome- 
nade the little strand at llie head of the bay, bathe in th^ 
cool stream which empties near the landing, and i^her 
rare specimens for his herbarium or geologioal oollecliott ; 
refreshing hinisell' occasionally with a delicious pine-apple 
or juicy sou i -sop ; accom|)anied the while by the siaill 
whistieae(f the ga^y pfaimed. king-fiahera as thej poimee 
upon the nawary minnows of the rapid stream. We hayci 
a thigling recollection of a bath we took one day in said 
stream, iu company with Meuds B. T. and W. i>ives^ 
ing omrselYes of the nnnatoxal habit* wbieh taiJkHV make 
for .ns^ and civilized taste reqiiirea., ns tci..]iat on> we 

l>lunged into a clear and well-shaded pool. We had 
scarcely entered when a couple of ebony-colored lasses 
made their appearance on the.bwp)^ 9k hnndied yarda above 
na^ and, supposing that tiie example of eiviUzed men might 

be safiily loiiowed, they too laid ^aidc uli uniiauu ul append 
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ages of penoB and entered the stream. Ye nympha of 
Solyma, thought I, what next I We approached the cover 

of some large rocks, there intending to hide and bide our 
tuiie> but as one of our obaps would look at them, they 
thought that we were hiterested in their innocent gambols, 
and kindly wishing to give tm a nearer view, they came 
bounding from rock to rock, and pool to pool, until they 
were in owr vety midst. Onr memories of what foUowed 
are rather confined ; but we have a distinct recoUeetioin of 
the di.s:ip|u';iraiiLe of simJry white legs bearing bundles of 
clothes into the neighboring bushes, snakes or no snakes I 
We arriyed on the beadi in ^me to see one of the party 
emerge from a thicket with his pantaloons in hia teeth and 
his fihoes in his hands, the remainder of his wardrobe having 
tarried behind on the bnahea to mark the path of his on- 
gaUaat retreat. 

We did not visit the islands of St. Thomas and Annobon, 
but the following notes may not be uninteresting to the 
reader. St, Thomas waa discovered a few weeks before 
Princess Island, and by the same navigators. It was named 
after the patron saint of the day of its discovery, December 
2l6t. It is the most iaqK>rtant of the lales of Biafra in 
population and commeroe. Its exports of coflbe, cocoa, 
lignum vitcc and ebony, are by no means insignificant, and 
its population, which is variously estimated at ieom ten to 
fifteen thonsaad, two-thirds of whom are slaves, is said to 
be more enterprising and intelligent than that of its neigh- 
bor. Annobon, or, as it is written by the Portuguese, 
Anno Bon— good year— was discovered ten days after St^ 
Thomas, and by the same nsvigatofs— whose pilot, by Hie 
wiiy, was one oU^i liuo l*'cruandez — ^It was colonized by Por- 
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tugues© iu the bixtccuth century, blaves were conveyed to 
it &om the n^ghbonDg eoast ; bat the oolonj did not proe- 
per, and tke iabooid was booh left in poggoarion of tiie dsFee. 

The population at present is estimated at 3,000. It is the 
smallest of the IjihrncU of Bkira, and ia bnt seldom vktted. 
Xt abonads ui firnits, and prodnoes U(pwm ffiiCB and eboAj, 
The coMt irtiidbHe« opposite to these iriaiidg is ft fertile, 
-Wiiii watered and pupuJun^ country. That portioa of it 
vhieh ift boimded norUi by the OunerooB xaosntaiiiBi «nd 
Boiiib hf the aorthem ^bonadny of the distfiet of Losngo^ 
oontaiBfi nnmerous tribes, known by the general name of 
Pongoes. Kev. J. Leigh ton Wilson, iu his valiiahle work 
on Western AMo%'' teUs us that several of these tribes 
are distingnisbed for their mental and physical develop- 
ment!?. Midway on the i^ore of this district is the Bay of 
Cuiibcu, and in it is an island of the same name, oii wljii h 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has established 
a mission. In eonunon with all other missions in Afriea, 
this has met with reverses. Mrs. Mackev, Mr. and ^Irs. 
8iinpJ5un, Mrs. Williams, the noble companioji of our dcaily 
beloved brother and lellow statesman, Kev, £. T. Williams, 
now of Monrovia, and perhaps others sinee we left those 
latitudes, liave given their lives for its ransom. But Pres- 
byterians are not to be discouraged; they advance like 
heavy artillery, slowly, it may be, bat with firm tread and 
resistless force. The language of the Oorisooes lias' been 
reduced to writing uud gr.auiuatical construction, and 
throM'.^l^ it access may now be had to hundrff^!^ of thousands 
a^ioining tribes. The time, we think, is not distant 
when, through theur iostramentality, the tribes of the Mimi, 
the GaJboou and the Congo, shall hear in their own tongues 
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UietidB^QffldmUioiii^ tbeiiaiiieoC^ We ImmMy 
cflbrenr <Mf)ctirreRee in the O|niiion of the respeoted mtA» 

quoted above, tliui LliO liv«es of our miflsionarics on the West 
CoMft night be psoloaged ihf friqomt visits to -the m m% 
elerttted of thMO iBlanda. 

But the Magellan CIoiuls and strancrcr constellations arc 
UU4i^ ufl wnkoitta to tU^ ^uthom h c m i a ph i f e ; <mf 
oowseii m ««t^ and ir« m gMmg gently thronik 
eqttttofiiil oftlms toward St. PanPs, Loandow HeatOi tb IM 
lo \ ( ly ialei^ aad g]:aco to tho Christian nusftion in 




CHAPTER XXIY. 
souxnsBK auiirsA. 

Indications of Approach of Land — Oroasinji^ the Mouth of the Congo— 
Loango — (xeographjr, Climate, Harbors, Populaiioo, Religion — Congo 
BlYer— EnglUh men-of-war and Yankee Clippers — Humanitj (!) of 
American SkTeis— Gcographj of Congo— KOiBOlogj—Tbe Oongoei— 
Topography— T wao flhftry , teamlie-^Bdlgloii of Hio Congooo^ 
OonTenioB to Bomaa OalhoUelsni^-BelApfe to Heatheniiin, and wkj 
— Beli^OQS Charactor of tbo AMeaa. 

Oh the 18tli of Jaauarj, 1856, while stnding to the ionUi 
before ft seren knot hreeze, we eneomitered peAohes of drift, 

composed of sticks, bamboo, grass, aiul other river debris; 

land birds lighted on the rigging, and the water assuming a 

muddy tint, mdieated that we were near land, and m the 

month of a large rirer* An ohsenration at meridian showed 

that we were croiising the mouth of the Congo, the most 

noted and important river of Southern Guinea : noted for 

the number of fllayes whioh it haafnniiahed to North and 

Sonih America, and theWeet Indies; and important for 

the trade in ivory, palm oil, rhiuooeros tusks, and other 

Afiriean productions, which has long flourished, and ia now 

rapidly' mcreaaag on ita banks and tribntariea. We tnut 

that the time is near, when it will be known as the port of 

entry to the Mission stations of Congo and Loango, On 

the north bank of the Congo, and stretohing aloi^ the eoaat 

of the aoathem borders of Fbngo, Ilea the territory of 

Loango, commonly called the kingdom of Loango. It would 

be more oorreot to say the kingdoms oi Loango, as the 

m 
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oonnfery is inhabited hj several tribes, who maintain inde> 
pendent governments. 

This country, which is bounded eastward bv a mountain 
chain oaiied tSierra del Cryslalj or Crystal Mountains, is 
said to be densely populated, and fertile, and more heallihjr 
than any other part of the coast within the same distance of 
the equator. It possesses two excellent harbors, Loaugo 
proper, and Kabenda; and cmiaeTB who have visited these, 
report good markets, and live stock and vegetables at low 
prices. Tiic populatiou is vai iuu.^ly estimated at from sixty 
to one hundred thousand. Some of its tribes aro distin- 
gnished for intelligence and ingenuity. When Roman Ca- 
thc^idsm hdd sway over the adjoining kingdom cf Congo, 
the people of Loaugo also became nominally ChiMons; but 
they soon returned to the native religion, which is a mixture 
of fetishism, Romanism and idolatry. 

The Congo Kiver w as discovered by Portuguese naviga- 
tors in the year 1485 ; and on the banks of its upper waters, 
and at the foot of the Crystal Mountams they established 
a trading station, call St. Salvador, which has become noted 
in the history of African trade and slaving. The river, which 
ia six miles wide at its mouth, possesses a good bar, and is 
navigable to large vessels ibr several miles, aifibrding safe 
anchorage. Knowing the people on its banks to bo ardent 
lovers and proseootors of the slave-trade, the £n^i^ keep 
a war steamer constantly emising about its mouth ; but 
under cover of the Amerit aii flag, a Yaiikee clipper goes in 
occas^iouaily, and watching an opportunity, glides out with 
a cargo of ebony and ivory,'* alias gentlemen and ladies 
of eolon Somethnes, however, the traitorous winds leave 
them becalmed on the bar, or they make a mistake ia 
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guessiDg " M to tlie wheieabooto of the ]iuuM)C>w«r, or an 

accident bt falls thuia in tliiir flight, and they iiiU au easy 
prej to- tbo Bhtifili Lion. This lion, when he goes to sea, 
luis Toneious appetite for ksaky beads end blaek fteea, 
and when he sees a eargo of them, he will poanoe upon 
ihibffL irrespective of tlie flag that maybe iiualiiig overiiead. 
Hie dependence of the clipper la her heels, and when £ron 
lig^ winda, or other canses, these fiul her, it- not nnfre- 
quenti} iiapi jcns that, as a dernier pas^ she discharcres her 
load of human beings into the sea, and escapes while her 
homaiie porsaera are trying to rescue thehelpksa irictimaof 
civilised cupidity from tiie hungry sharks. 

liclw€eii the CoJigo liivcr and the nortii*jiii buiuidary 
of Angola Ues the kingdom of Congo, ao called, perhaps^ 
for the reason that at some remote period the tenitovy with 
itF iiiMtiy tribes was under the rule of one sovereign. Like 
Lo«yuigOf it is. at present composed of several independent 
commnmtiea, speaking djjSerent kngnagea, but much re- 
sembling each other in the form of government and in do- 
mestic msUtutions. The roots of their languages, as well 
as their phyaical diaractenstics, indicate a common origin 
with the tiibes of Loango ; which origin has been referred 
to an extensive family of the plains of the interior. The 
ethnological relations of the tribes of Atrica, partioularly of 
western and central Africa, hare been but little atvdied ; 
and owinfif to the want of history, the amalgamaition of 
tribes and languages that liave taken place by conquest, and 
the physical changes which have followed migrations from 
the mountains to the seaboard, or OMa fMrs4, but little light 
is to be expected. Tu philology rather than physiology iii □ 
we to looker anything oaeM or satia&otory <hi this subject. 
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The CoDgoes, under wMoh general nune ire inelnde the 

various tribes iuhabiting the Congo couiiti v, arc ati athletic 
and long-lived people ; quite as intoUigeut as any of tlie 
tribes of Upper Gnaneay and mm ao than meet of thete ; 
inclined to indnstrj aboTe their brethren to thenorth of the 
equator, and not lacking in ingenuity, as their carved 
wooden imagei, spoons, and dishes, and well woven 
and brightly colored grass cloths, will tes^. Their 
country is vastly in surface and scciiri y. Wide 

plains basking iu the suuHhiue of perpetual sunuuer, moun- 
tain ranges snffidenlly high to mamtain the avwage tan- 
peratnre, and vegetable forms of the temperate aenes. The 
soil is everywhere rich ; the streams abound in fish; the 
ftrests are full of game ; the river horse still plonges in the 
flood ; and birds of gayest plnmage make day pleasant, and 
liight doleful, -vvith their cliatterings. The stfitc ly aiilelope, 
the heavy rhinoceros, the graceful giraflie, and the solemn 
elephant, still browse in the virgin woods ; and lions, leo- 
pards, and hyenas prowl in the canebrakes and jungles «f 
the valleys. 

The teeth of large animals, as well as the tnslcs of the ele- 
phant, are valnable in trade ; pafan oil, gnms, and dye-woods 

art alunirlant; and the grass cloths of native maimfactnre, 
with lurs and bkins, iind ready sale. With sock resouixses 
at hand, it is to be expected that the Congoes would be a 
tradbg people, and such they have been and are ; but so 
profitable has been the slave-trade that it has monopolized 
their capital and enterprise, and the more laudable and ide> 
▼ating branches of indnstiy hsTO been negleoted in eons^ 
(Hie nee. But a change has taken plaee ; the slave-trade has 
been efibotoally crippled, and measures are now in progress 
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trWch will soon defltroy it entirely. A temporary suspension 
ot labor loUowed the suppression of the favorite traffic ; 
poverty and snflforing eune soon after^ md with theae a step 
biekwiid in n moral dogradacion that Memed ahmidy 

conijjlc'tc ; for oven "in tbc lowest doep" of African depra- 
vity there is a " lower deep.'' Beaotion is in progroffi ; «2Ki 

■ 

the Qmgoea^ driven by neoMty to moro laboiioaa oooiipa> 
iaoOB tbaa making forays for the purpose e( eleaiBn^ thehr 

neighbors' wived and cUildi'CD, are leamiug that other 
hraoehei of trade may be nude pK^feable. dtaitione for legal 
traffic ar^ openini^ along the shores of so>nthem Guinea ; the 
quantity of exports and the consumption of ini]>orts are in- 
creasin<^ annually, and at a rate almost ineredibie to the 
partionhnrly nmuformed ; and soon slanre-ownerB of this 
portion of AfKoa will find- it more proitable to work their 
.slave?? than to nell them. This we regard as the grey dawn 
of civilization in AMca, The advocates of tiie ^ nrnversal 
and imqnalified abolition of sfaTery,'* should monm over 
this; for though it will close the foreign slave-trade, and 
save humanity from the reconnted horrors of the middle 
passage,^ it will confirm and strengthen the domestiosiflcvery 
of AlHoa. » 

The Congoes are counted among the pcox>lt.'^ that have 
relapsed from Chi^stiamty into barbarism, and the- infidel 
of the nM eentary wiU present ^rar history as Sff M s in e e 
of the unadaptcdness of Christianity lu certain classes or 
ccMidiliona of the human race, A word of l^iis. ' - - 

Roman Catholicism was iteported •hlt^ Cknga^by ihA first 
trad^nSFSud ffcttlm* from Poftii j M, and under the protec- 
tion of that crown, in the latter j)art of the liiteenth cen- 
tury, companies of Capachi&^ and ether nrisdonanes^ were 

12 
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MBt into Ooiigo. Tl»7 wm rmiTed wilk iKw; thflf 
baiK obiiidbMy estaUiabed mottilorii» nude eomerti «£ 

and baptized princes ; aud iu letis than a quarter of a century 
after ihw anmi, Congo ww reported ae Hanring embrsoed 
Iba CetboHo frith.'' Dsring tke tvo eeiitmea ieUofwisi^, 
these baptized savages were obedient to the dicta and dis- 
oipHoe oi the church. Then followed ft century of reaction ; 
the untamed heatben elMiled in a kaneaa tlukt bad beoone 
evmbmoiiie ; tike refaiaof prieatfy diaeiptiae were Mt to \m 
too tight for the unbroken steed ; and the lash of spiritual 
driven^ long annojiog, beoaoM intolemble. Wani pvo^ 
noted by the abMre4radef raged among the tribea cf Congo ; 
communities, long severed, were driven tn^etherfor mutual 
protection J tiiey assumed their original forms of gOTerOc 
meat, and with them the beatbeniam of their fttberi, nUdb 
bad been suffered to grow under the ahadow of the ohsi^ 
as a rucaiis of conciliating heathenish tastes. The priesUi 
aaw their ibUowers, one after another in qniek anBeemioai 
retariuBg to their or^;iaal eoperatitiena and aegleotiftg tb« 
ingrafted rites, because not suited to their tastes and w anis. 
Disheartened and des^^jaed, they retired from the fnifhiean 
field, and in thiai the year of grace 1869, there M m 
tnuM8 of OathoUeiam to be fimnd among tbea^ esoeept hero 
and there a decayed temple, the picture of a saint, or a 
omoifix, and to theae the preaeat generatiea attaeb a huh 
tbeniah aignifieance. 

That Homan Catholicism, as a rolli::;ious hysttiin, lias uot 
the power to raise a barbarous people to a high, degree of 
civiUxation and praetioal Ghriatianit will not be wondand 
at by Proteatanta; but that in Congo, the relapae frem 
Catholicism to heatheniam ahouid have been so sudden and 
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CNWiplAto) it insttoF of wiond^p to PpotdstaadB CsliliofioA 

flISte. Various causes have been assigned for this by the 
ftiends ofRoipaniiBn; the chanuster of the people; the hOB- 
tilH^rof'tlie e&iuito; want o# adequate patroiuii^'fivte tiie 
church, and civil powers ahrond, etc. We venture to offer 
W liic reader a lew reason wliiclif to our miod^ aaliafhcto- 
lily exptaarUM matter, 2%0peopkv€r§nHim^» Thir 
reBgioti y mee n ted - addreBsed the aeaiee only ; Ihe -tetiAeeV 

aiKi liie moral sense were neo-lootod — so uiucii au, that^ alter 
tvahnadred jears of oontaot with the gyatem, tiir p e o p ltf 
irero adraboed^tit little morally, not at all inteileottuffly. 
The observation of feasts and fasts, of saint's davs and 
masses, penance and sacromeiitH, tlio oouotiiig of rosartett' 
and the reoitiof^ of pntyera in Latia^ poneas in themaelMtf 
no raeoiiB of- enlight^nnent^ no power to eracBeate- the 
evil passions oi' the heart, or to guide aright affections 
prone to -on. The varied ttnsel, and gorgeom aymboia ot 
Rotnamjna, attracted l3ie eariority and anmaed, as gaily 

colored toys attract and interest children ; but never ing 
been led iriio the phi!<^'='^phical or spiritual signirtcance of 

tfaeee tldngg^ the hold i^iieh the spiritietti ferm liad oir 
the afl^etiona of the people was weak indeed ; and henoe, 

when the new religion came in contact witii teuipural 
interests) it waa easily abandoned. 
f^emverHtm^o/ the mams was merefync^ The 

baptism of a prince or leader was the signal for the baptism 
of his slaves and adherents, and these, so long aa they 
pleased their mastersi oared httlo ibr the aigdficairee or 
oWigation of the ordinaneee received. While the 
proiessed Komanisin, the people also professed it ; ind 
theishr^ nders required thait Hie peof^e ahonld sEdmii 
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ail riCee eojoined by ike pfieits» and, whrn the kugs m- 
tamed to heatiieiiisiQ, the people readily roUMcd vlA 
them. 

J^fiMUA^ntm no^ ^ee;i destroyed. The Komanism 
taagfat was a bari>arized Cluriafeuaiity* The Oapaahin frian% 
and after them the Jesuits, pursued the errmieous policy 
ot attracting the savages by compromisiiig with the native 
religkm and ehriateiiiiig ita xitea» l^e pec^e migiit ctiU 
•belieTe in witohei, and, aa a preventiye of thor evii 'lar 
flncnces, charms might be worn, but a cross or a crown 
mu&t be substituted for the gruffris. Woodaii figurea 
might staUl be i^jarded with reverenee, but the nnoonth 
native fetish must give plaee to the Virgin and the hssmr 
bino. Taboo days must be called fast days; and to ab- 
stain from flesh a&d hotter on FridAya» waa &o hardahip 
to people who but seldom tasted the one, and had nefer 
seen the oLher. Native conjurers were allowed to prac- 
tise their trioksi beoause the olergy expected soon to pb^ 
at the same game under pretence of woridng mirades; and 
these men, by way of maintaining their own trade, kept 
alive the superstitions and traditions of fetishism. So iar, 
to beeome Christiaiia waa an easy mattor; and so £ir only 
were the masses ever Chriatianised. Of the essential doe- 
trincs of the New Testament, the atonement by Christ, and 
juRtification by laith^ they knew no more than i£ theae truths 
had never dawned on man^s spiritoal night. What wond/ar, 
then, that the fbrms of Romanism, when they lost the charm 
of novelty, and were felt to be cumbersome, should haye 
been easily abandoned ibr the forms of a heathenism bet- 
ter adapted^o savage tastes and ideas ? And what wonder 
that, when the priests loat the assistance of a foreign crown. 
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nKh wMek tiMjr oommonoed their work, and the infiiMOioe 

of native princes, through whom they had long exercised 
tyrauuicai rule, the tranBitiou to the native religion should 
kem been ae ra^dd as H wm ewy? OoiundenDg . ^bat 
HiKNigli sU tlleir liifltory these peoiile have been ahookkigly 
igiioiiiLiL, iiiurally base, and socially and clomesticully bi atal, 
and UuH; they h«reeTer pursued practices aad entertsmed 
idea* «tieuaiaee with inteOeetiaal derelf^pmeiity.and Utimi 

and social advancement, how unjust it is to say that they 
iriHre once Christians / Equally unjust is it to say, that 
the£ul«Fe' of Romaniem in Congo and I^ango ia to be 
aetribvted to the want of eapaelty, or to any nniinprovable 
<[u "lity in the negro, or to the uuuJapt^iJness of Christianity 
to his mental and external oonc^ons. 1^ othing but a mon- 
grel and spnrkwi Christianky haa-ever been offered to tbe 
Congo, and tli.iL without preparing liim for its reception: 
and we might add, on authority not to be despised, that the 
oA'er was made by men whose eondnct was not always, or 
f^Mvally, snob as to secure eonAdenee. 'Die boneit 
skepuc will, therefore, admit that the cxperimi.fit of Ciurist- 
ianising the Coogoes is yet to be made. We have no foaxs 
of the resnlt, when snob triids eball be £urly made, and we 
are anxious to see thu laissionarics of evangelical and apos^ 
tolicai truth in this inviting field. 

Bat are tee not admitting too mueh wbeawe aaytbat 
the experiment is yet to be made? In the Bonthern States, 
we can find Uuiidreds of thi- descendants of Lower Guinca- 
nran who are intelligent and reliable Mrants, end sincere 
Ohxistums ; and, m Sierra Leoae^ we bsve seen na^e Oon> 
goes vvliu aru (jilucated and polished men, and lively mem- 
bers of the church. 
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Tbe Afiicau, we think, will develop sesthetio tagte:^ ; the 
inagiiuitum predominates; ideatitjwiU be Iim smi^ eha- 
raeterbtio. The form of religion, tlierefore, tbat it to 
clhii iHjwvi over his life, and to take firm hold of his aiTcc- 
tiona, most not be devoid of ritual and ajrmbolism ; m aaoe^ 
tioMed religion will not suit him; but^at the nnie time» it 
must i)ossc*<s tbe vital element. It must be religion in earn- 
est, beautUUi in it8 extern^ modus, and full of vigorouSi pul- 
latinglife; a rdigion that oaa bef^t aa well aa-i ei i n 
fhort, the religion of Jetns and of PaoL Gtye them thii^ 
give the Congo, the Abhautee, the Alandingo, that fonn 
of religion which inaiata on holy living and ^Mtitiial oomr 
rnnnton with God ; poflaew them onoe with the eonaoioQa 
hopes of a better life, let them once see tlio I k aiity of the 
truth as it shiueji in the £uye of Jesus, and hear tlie harmony 
of a holier world as it soimda throogb the Gospel of th» 
graoe of God, and ibel the throbbings of the life eternal in 
the soul, l we have no fears of relapses into barbarism; 
no doubts of the trinmph of truth in Africa throngh the 
cross of Christ. 



CHAFTER XZV* 

A Dull Morning — Tropical Philosophizing — Bay of Loando — Scenery— 
' Harbora and Commerce — A rlcasant Evening —A Glorious Sunset— 
IhoQghU of Hmm— Go'mg Ashore— Ptobiiig nd W«to» BobH— The 
jpltr— Tba Bidiop** CliiiF-49uggesUoiii by the Oliaii'-St. Fknl— Nttive 
Karket— The Biter Bitten— Sir George Jackeon— Popahtioii— Loendo 
■ -^^eBgioa Xxports and Importe. 

A HAzr moniiiig was tliat which dawned on na on the 16th 

of January, 185G. Not tlio luize of raiii and winter, but 
tU^ty which, in the tropics, precedes a day of terrible heat, 
was a sluggish mondiig; the cloads, scarcely Tiaible^ 
seemed fixed ia the heavens ; the atmosphere was motion- 
less ; there was a heavy swell in the sea, but the surikce 
was glassy and dead, as the £u)e of the stagnant pooL Our 
ship rolled on the erestless wave, like a helpless wreck, and 
the sails drooped heavily from the yards; the men moved 
silently about the decks, and tardily, as if clothed in lead ; 
and orders were passed qot^ly and execnted slowly. The 
wardroom officers still sat aronnd the hreakikst-tablef 
moodily, solemnly, as if in the presence of the dead; 
breathing was laborious and unsatisfying, and oonTersation 
lagged in long-drawn monosyllables. Nature seemed to be 
in deep sleep, and the sympathetic spell spread over sea 
and ship, mind and matter. Time was in motion. Two 
bells" (9 o'clock), cried the orderly, as if waking from a 

dream ; " two bells," muttered the messenger boy, as if 

m 
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talking in sleep ; and two strokes of the bell rolled ftUnvly 
through the heav/ atmosphere. The master's mate cam.e 
into the ward-room with muffled tread, and wrote in the 
log, " Therraom. 96**— wet bnlb 84'." 

We tried to cool ourselves with tlie remembrance that 
twelve months before, we walked round our good ship as 
she lay &8t bomid in the thick ice of the Delaware. We 
pictured to onrselves the snow-covered fields at home, and 
friends going out into the cool blue air, mufiied, booted and 
gloved. But it was no use. Imagmation may make 
dninken men sober, and sick men well, and poor men 
happy, and wise men tools, but it can't make sinners cool^ — 
nor sauits either as to that— when the mercnry is at 96^ in 
the shade, and there is no wind. 

*'Pain and pleasure are but ideas." Thank you. Dr. 
Berkeley I Fire in the blood, and snffooation in the longs 
are mere ^ ideas;'' in plain prose, all imagination I sup* 
pose ; but, somehow, we can't help believing that there is a 
perception of heat/^er when pcrspii-ation pours from every 
pore, and m^ gasp for oxygen like down-bhased tnrkeya* 

Nthil est in inUMeetu quod non pntu fuii in tensu,^ 
says Leibnitz. That sounds more to our liking. Perception 
comes with, but after, sensation ; but sensation is not with- 
mt an object. Tes, onr ideas are dependent on onr senses, 
and our senses on things. "Qualities of things," say you : 
the combined qualities are the thing itsel£ " Matter '/x r se ' 
Is a nonentity,'* says Ferrier. ^' All idea'' — nonsense 1 Polly 
in the stecrnge who has no ideas, nor intellect to perceive, 
nor iiiiagination to create, tdiowed that she had knowledge 
of heat — she drooped her wings, and rufled her feathers, and 
solemnly refused to say anything but " poor PoUy.** The 
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little pigs, idealen little pigs, in the manger, snspeiided 

gruntiag; and the monkeys, unreasonable monkeys, in their 
boxes, confined their gymoastics tofaiuiiug tbemselvcs witii 
their tailB. Try it when yon please, my Berkelejaa friend, 
and yon will find that with nhicty-six degrees of heat and no 
breeze, you have something else than an *'zV?t'tt" that you 
are hot. We submit this digression, dear reader, as a apedp 
mien of the way we do philoaophy and logic in the tropies, 
when the theruiunieter is at 96° in the shade, and no breeze. 

"Ok for a breeze, a squaiJ, anything, anyUiing, for this 
terrible stiUness— this living death 1'' said one. Motion g£ 
some sort! Motion is health, life, happiness, everything t 
Heaven ih represented a.s a rest, but with constant employ- 
ment. ^^Ko night there/' because no need of aleep — 
constant strength, constant activity, constant life I 

Motion came. The clouds began to move ; the haze 
cleared away ; a pleasant breeze filled our sails, and at 10 
A jc., we saw the high land of Loando looming above the 
eastern horixon. The breese freshened; the high clifEs 
rose out ol the we entered the bi uadand beautiful bay 
of Loando ; and, an honr before sonset, cast anchor a miio 
and a half from the town of St. Fanl. 

There was much in the scenery, that evening, to tempt 
us to forget that ivf> Avere in Africa. The high and t^trati- 
fied cliffs of the older formatians lining the beach on oor 
left ; before ns, the white honsea, castellated walls, spires 
and domes of a lar<re and European-loolving town; beyond, 
and on a high protecting mass. of primitive rock, an exten- 
sive and well-built fortress^ above which floated the ensign 
of Portugal. On our right, a low and pretty island, 
extending live or six miles ii^to the forming with the 
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ihoTd&e an acute angle, and kaving ito oafter extrettkj 
bent toward tlie land, thaa affording to the bay ptoteolmi 

from the prevuiliiig winds and heavy seas of the Atlantic ; 
and around oa were y&m^ boariag the colors of Yaiioua 
nationa, among whiok were pcomiiiient the bUib and atripea, 
SoBM one haa sud, that ^ nature haa giren good haiboaa 
to those countries wiiich she desic^ns to be largely com- 
mercial." If natttral harbom are the only indicators of 
what a eountry maj be in eemmereey it fiiMowi that 
western Afiioa ia, and will ever conthrae to be, hmg- 
nificant in this regard ; iur her good harbors are very few, 
and very hi between** Of the many places which we have 

• Referring to this passage, a worthy and scientific officer of the nary, 
wlio has spent two years on the African station, say." : ** yfit'irr hn° «np. 
plied the want of harbor,^ on the West Coast of Africa, by placinj? the 
entire line of anehorap; ' under Uie le© of a const, over which all the 
storms rise, and iVom wiiich they all blow to fi« iiward. She ha?, there- 
fore, not constituted Uie West Coast an exception to the real rule Uiat 
*dw has giTO&a ibeltared taehorage along the ooMfc of » eonntry vhioh 
flhtt deiigns to b« largely comoMreiaL* *' 

To thifl we reply : that wQl hardly be coDBidered an aadiorage fiivor- 
abie to ft laitse oommevee, in irliidi fmmik roll hetTfly at theSr aacbon ; 
aad wbeto, owing to the mat, UndiDg in the boata of mefduntnen ti 
leldom attempted, and the carfoea of traders arc carried off in nmdre 
canoes. !Such ib the anchorage opposite most of the trading towns on 
that part of the West Coast which lies to the north of the equator. 
Canoe hire 13 cheap; but the process of loadinfij by this means is 
tedious, and in commercial matters, as in most others, time ifi money. 
Besides, tlie losa by daraa;;^c' in this mode of hliipping is very great, for 
even the natives cannot always master the surf. The want of convenient 
aad aeeore anchorage must long operate as an oil'»et, or compcu^uiiou, 
for the ehcapnesa of labor in Africa, and the abmidance in which the 
great ateplea of commeroe may there be prodneed. One of the moat 
evjwiieneed of the Sngliah tiadera on the coast, Kr. Oldfletd, of Siena 
Leone, lemariced tiiat there are not half a dosm aeenie harbors on the 
West Coa.st, north of the equator: and ao shifting aie the bars of the 
krge rivaia, that to deepen them Is fanpossible.'* 
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viiited, and m these letters deseribed, lying en the ooask^ 

tbk fs the only safH harbor that we hare anchored in 0uice 
we le^ the Gambia. If with a stretch ot indiHerencc, we 
mia^tbM rale to be comot a« « general tilings Mmnat^ 
hiimrerf '"admit alio that weatem AfKea will- be^ indeed 

already is/ one of the exceptions. The degree in which a 
eeaatrf tth likely (oonndmng ita reeotiroea and people) lo 
y r o di t^^itie le e of general nae, «bove Hw'dieiaaBid of> hone 

^diWtmfp^on, is, we ihink, a safi^r rule, by which to 
datenr in the future commeroiaJ charaoter <^ Any new or 

Kever^ shidl we ^yrf et the pleasant enotlonfl and eenaa- 

tions of physical coiiHoil, wliioli wo cxp«. i iunced on eommg 
to an even keei^^ in the amooth bay of Loando, after ao 
many days of wearisome totring and bnun«eidl[6ufaig 
cradlin<T on the tropical Atlantic. The evening was mild 
and balmy; the light breease, whidi lanoed m so gently 
tibat it seemed trying to bestow ita ftedmeas upon na with- 
out oor cognizance, produced not a ripple on the water ; 
and our piuud and beautiful sinp, held by the mere weight 
Of her cables motionlesa as the bills on the ahore, lay mir> 
rored in the depths below^like a beantifbl creation of art 
transferred to the canvass by a touch of faultless magic. 
It requires but a short strctdi of iniaginatioa to endow, as 
do the Chinese, a well-bntit vessel with die aMribiltee of 
life and mtelligence ; and I conld fiHieT', OM^'tlteMlt 
floated on her own image that ev^iuiig, that, like "a beauti- 
ful, but vain woman looking at herself in a^ glasa, she waa 
cdnsdons of her beauty, and, intoxicatildf iriHh the vision of 
loveliness, rested ppell-bound and cuaraored of her own 
reflection. The atmoephere was dear ; sheets and wreaths 
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ai^eeey oU>iid» rested oTerhetd, and to the north and wett» 
iMokft and mooBtaiBs <^ doad rose one above iba other, 

like masses of snow floatiiii^ in the sky. As the sun 
approached the koiizon, his UimeD^ioJis seemed to increase 
teolbid with ererf degree ci deseent; his color passed, bf 
aofteat bleoda^y fixn s rich bright yeUow, throogh Tarioaa 
tints of oraiige and scarlet, to the deepest red ; and long 
after his departure, the clouds, in silver and goId« and 
aoft Termiiioii, and scarlet, and purple, reflected the swat 
glories on the waler beneath, imtiL the ocean glowed like a 
Bea of lire. Never have 1 beheld so grand ;t .sunset ; iie\ t r 
beheld so entrancing a vimon of beauty; never before 
warmed wkh each grand conceptions of Uie glory that shatt 
be revealed, when He who is the author of the beantifhl, aa 

well as the good iuid the true, shall wekoiuc ug to the 
brightness of his own abode. But the clouds^ true to thfiui* 
selves, &T they are the emblems of change, fiwLed awBy, 
and the nlent sea changed its borrowed glory for an 
abysmal darkness. 

Ah, messmate 1 air-casUe building, eh?" said the ofiioer 
of the deck, approachmg tlie armFohest on which I saL 
^ How would yon like to be going home to Georgia to- 
nii^dit, astride of one of those fine clouds ?" 

Ah, my friendt yon have struck the key-note in this 
fleshly heart! Pve jnst been thinking of a bri^^iter and a 
better world than this; but, now that you^ve cafied me 
back, I 'believe that, Bupposiug it to be the same to all 
parties oonoemed, Pd rather go to see my wife tonight 
than to go to Paradise.*' 

^ A strsnge taste, and smaokmg a little of pr<^aiity» for 
a man of your cloth, ehf*> 
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iiofi ift4^piitfliiifti0i^^~1)iit I con* 

fess that, to stut my j^eeent aspirations and ideas of happi- 
nesis, there is a heaven in a little white cottage ou an old 
ttfaestBut xidge in GreoJKgia oontaining angeli of fleih and 
Uoodf wbioh would 1>e quite ■uffielent.'* 

How M'c 8lopt that uii^lit, an<l < tf what aiwi wliom we 
dreamed, the Aijnoan crui.sor may guess* 
' Nezfr^iBoraiiig MTeral of ne went «ahoire m tbe first hotA^ 
te effeBiid the da^ in fright-seeing and Imting ciariositTea. 
We piusflcd amoug titiiung canoes, the oceupaiiU ot which 
seemed to be eBjoying ezoeUent eport with the red anappen 
and other large fish ; and by water boats on their way to 
the river Beiigo, «omc nine miles to the nortii, ilie only 
hody of fresh water sufhcieiit to supply the shippisg, any 
where near- ^ Paul. These water eanoes are the only 
African boats that we haTe seen propelled hy oars. • They 
generally carry a square sail, made of grasps cloth someumes 
fentastioaliy colored, and are said to be managed in a sea 
way with mneh dexterity by the native sailors. The erews 
arc generally conii)osed of slaves, in charge of the owner or 
a driver, who is .captain of the boat. Judging li'omthe 
h^rs which they perform, as well as their appearaioe^ 
they are not mneh better off than the slaves of galleys. - 

AV^e landed at a sid)stantial stone ])icr, on one side of 
which, and near the landing steps, stood a huge atepe ehair. 
Accosting a white gentleman standing neart wliom owe took 
to be an Englishman, and rightly, as to its use or meaning, 
lie iuiswered kindly, and correctly, as wo a^prward learned, 
that in the palmy days of the slaTe^tradathe BomanCatbo- 
He Bishop of Loando need to 'Come to the pier to bless the 
ciugocs of the slavers, uud uu mvh occasions uiied thia chair. 
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Plrelty good idoa» wi«i*t k? So very appropriate too»- 
wliile mm were afenigglmg and figiiliiig in tke vtm eUeiiq^ 
to get away or to avoid going aiNMffd, «ad vobm were 
screaming, and sailors were cursing, to bless the troubled 
mm eoUectiyely in the namo of GhriatiaBi^ and the Holjr 
GMholio Chwoh. They noaded » Tiiniiwigy tho iMwbl And 
how dare they make their exodus, the savages, without the 
blessing of an Apostolic liishop. The biahop was right in 
Mowing then, nd Moe thej hedn*t deewf enoogh to 
ad^ hii blntiing, he iras in nrmn ii in g it 4mm their 
throats ! Long live the stone chair — that serviceable, flex* 
ible stone chair ! To-day it is laden with anathemas for the 
akrer; t04iiorroir, ahonld the tiwde beooM |»opidar, 
wonld bkas fabfr— for a oonaiderationl The ohahr snggeeta 

to those Yankee captains luid southern capitalists who pro 
pose reopening the slave-trade, that eacli of their vewela 
ahall he foniiahed with a eh^kia. Whynot? Th^M 
entering on a miarieB of laercy ; to eiviliae the " niggova'' 
is their prime object; to make thera assist in producing 
oorn, and cotton, and sugar, is only an afterthought^ sag* 
geated fay a thoaghtfial phihoithro^ aa a meaaa of aappiy* 
ing wfaoleaome exerdae. Tea ; why not hiesa them ; and 

havu cliaplaiiis to do it often ? To go down to the berth- 
decks^ where the sooandrela are stowed away, like sides of 
baeon in a warehooae, and while Jaek daahea then with 
water Ibr their morning ahlntion,and BiU atoft riee into 

their mouths for their breakfast (sometimes the Kiiuiers, if 
left alone, try to starve themselves), and Tom drags out 
and throwa overboard those who have been mean enough- 
to die dwittg the night, to sing them a hymn — aay that 

commencmg, ^' Blest is the tie that binds our hearts ia 



Digitized by Google 



JLSQOLL. 



279 



OfadnBtiao loTty** ete., and bto them in tina name o£ the 
etan and etripes. That would be so niee-HK> religious I 

Bat the chair is speaking ironically, sarcastically, and no 
weaderi his Peter's peiioe are gone and his eloiij hesr^ is 
s^ared^ We don't think tiiat tk«re will be any lieed of 
slaver eliaplains, or slaver captains citlicr, growing out of 
Um> dei iiaiids of the South. The South hm already as mimj 
^Y^ AhUmoB as her kteresla and mot!e.£ree^oneft 

than- she knons what to do with; Now and tfaen'aiftnalicsi' 
compaij) Will invest twenty or twenty-five tliousand doilara 
in a^^ Wandererf^' and attempt tiTvira a/cai^; hvA when 
they find out that, with good look, not moie than one in 
nine of* such Wanderers will ever return, and that ev^en tbet 
one is linLlo to fail into the Iiands oi tha iiouie cruisers or 
the United States manhal before she dfisgorges her kiad^f ^ 
igncfrsDce and depravity, they witt-Aad more profitable: in* 
veatiaeiits. Then, uiy mitred friend, the South in patriotic, 
respects her good name among the nations and her oem* 
paota with tbem^ia which she is signed, sealed and deliTered 
ncniinst the fbr^ i a .^iuve-trnde. She ifi humane, snd wonld 
B&t expose eveu savages to the horrors of the middle pae- 
sage. Bhe- is Ohriatian, and wonld not corrupt hxet paople 
by introdiioing savage hordes amon^? them; nor delMna her 
rolii^iou iu ihe eyes of the iiL^ahcu abroad by encouraging 
them in a praedee which even they believe to bo ccnaL 
And then the increased AmeiieaB, and BBgliBh^«id itaBoh 
forces on the coaj^t, colonial and misiioii' ehttton^ end*——. 
Here my eouikb witli the ^siona^iair uas brought to^ sud- 
den close by nn impatient '^iJoM.oft#^£Bem'Wlgf oeaBpanion, 
and pronusmg, ahonld it ev«p beooma Mossiary^ to let my 
brethren in the SouUi into the details suid inlquitii^s of this 
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We sooo icnrnd oor wsf to ttojiaMffino eoasolate, wherd 
letters jfiroBi borne veie svaiUB^ os, and io&ds o£ itcw»|i&pers 
jait bram^ is ^ fli Amrob fang fioa^ 8riaB» iKnoad* 

quickly aad pleasanthr. The ]<itier!> were full of 

Mr. OrMnptan, amd ve imd^ oa gomg-a^oAni, tint our 

•Uy IB LoMdo WM to be thort, « ^ oqvnodoffe imM 

to )>e at the head quarters of the station, Porto Prayo, St. 
JflgOy where ke would be xa coram gnkation wiib the de- 

Next noniing we hMtwifii to tlie thore, to spend the 

dej in loflkisg visits and seeing ''the siijhta.'* From Hie 
pier we proceeded timn^ en alleys lioed bf hi^ 
boeeee of etone end Deteb tilee, in tbe Mooriili style, nntil 
we rv.if'hrtl the Broadway of the city, a wide and paved 
•treet, on which are the stores, the cathedral, a barrack^ 
end lonie of tbe principel priTale boildttigs of the ^eoe. 
On tbfi ftreet ft tbe neltTe merket, tlie nobiest pliee im-* 
aj;jijuhicj a Babel, with the sqaealing of pigs, gqualling of 
MiOkmm end okildreii, cecklmg of geese, end ohattenng of 
tnonkejs tbmm m. There were et kaat five bnndref 

womi^ii llicrc, liaviiig <^ooils fov sale, and all talkmi^ at once, 
and Mc;omiiigly at the highest pitch. The market-place, 
wbieh k eometbing Ifte e quarter of a mile m length, is 
rowfl of bamboo stalhi, six or eight feet square, 
md m muiiy higii ; and iu these Kiuaii establishments many 
of the merohants Hre and bring np fimihes. Cooking, eat- 
hipf, piloepiiiL% bartering, whipping babies, kiddng the dogs 
md vhiiiiiou that were crawling about uudcr the staiidtt 
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and getting into rice pote, striogiDg beads for neddftoesi 
mendiDg 8taDa» wswliiiig clotliefr— light vork tlus--«ll wme 

carried on at tho bumc time, and in a veiy matter-of-course 
wi^i. even yQiug ladititi jimdn tik^ U>iieUiia i^'onpooacioQa 
af.spIgiirgW And oritkism. .Froitai nnU, TegetaWMr^dvy 
goods, trinkets, hardware ; j)roductions of native handiwork 
and Eui op. uu mj^ulkotorics^ cookod vialiiftk sujid-XAw vio* 
tOBlfl. '^Im**^ *AkA flftma tent jdeoorated tiM suae -irtiTtfiM 
The stickle' articlee ot African markiets, glam^^Madi^ eoeme 
cutlery, and gay cottons, vv ei e largely represented ; but wo 
no^ioedy besides^ walkingHSticks made from rbinoceroe iutniai 
a&w toleraibljr dzeased akina of gaaeOea^ Idopwda and lionap 
grey j^arrots, baboons, monkeys of several varieties, neatly 
woven juata (cuiiMooiily called grass mats of Loando, the 
mAterial, lipweTer^ k tlie inner Jwuii: tree), and baakeCa 
of gras8» liabn leaC or bark, nobly e^dored. I there wwJor 
the lii'st time tUa cachou apple— ^cws aiaaUca. In f^iiape 
and oolor it resembles a large ydlow pe^^er. The palp, is 
a tough 'and ^ongy maopi oontakwi^f a digiitly astxingeat 
acid-sweet juice, which is coolin'j; .'in l \> l y delicious. The 
bcau-bliapcd fiei^ wlueli is attaciied ta tiie extremity CQy»> 
tamsahigbly.pqBfeQt <M]yas I.disooyeied by bitin^Jft^i^ 
bite from wbbh my month did no^ mow iom^ mmnSL 
weeks. As an lri^>iiman said of a green persiiiiiiion wiiijch- 
he was persoaded to snhmit to hisviaobu%I^ BBgkl'kaTS 
said of it : " Faith^ and it makee a man wkutle iptofc be 

ought to be saying howly i'alli! i* k V' _ . - . ■ 

j^d-d^y iu mid*eunnner in the tropics is iM#xjpMHited to 
be Tery eool, nor was it oa^ ll^l^ o^ jFanwaryj Iftfift j we 
tbecflibre gladly accepted - the m^tatfoft ef oor ecmankr 

agent to spend the hours of heat at the oonsulate, dine, and 
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oonlioue our walk in ihe evmmig. iiera we recmmA ft 
nift hmm Git Q^mg^ Jadkm^ BatiA. onwunitiiM 
Ii<Mndo, at wliose ddigfatftd boM we afterward spent a few 
{deasant hoars, and U> whom wa are indebted lor much 
vyuUe iafiofiiiailMm niitii^ lo Uu» dkuiek W« dMd 
■mn^lMMif ; but I Hit maUr my protaat ngrin th# way 
oi inuking soup m the tropics, a Lubit iiug w liich Americana 
and TZTg**"*^""^ readily £sdl. is, making it ao liot with 
peppar that tha uninitirtud ium to let it •lone, or to diU 
it, like a toast " to the departed," in silence and tears. 
Tears and solemn toaats may do very well in the proper 
phoesy bat to be oompoliad, like m eioeodile^ to ety ow 
ORe% dienar la intolerable. 

lu the evening we vieted two of the forts, the ruins of a 
Jaaoit ooUage and chapel, built two handled yeaia ago, aad 
tiiat pert of tbe town wbieh akaada on the blU lyfwlooling 
the business streets and the bay. 

St. Paoi do Loando is the capital of Angola. It is the 
ktgeat and moat important eoomereial town on the W«it 
Coast; sttnate in let 8^ 46' aonth, and long, id"" 9^ 
IH" east, it was built by the Portugu tiHC in 1578, and, ex- 
oepUag the two yean in which it waa liakL by the Dnteh, 
haa bean in their p o mw ri on ew9r ihioe. While Ae ihm- 

trade wna considered legal, it was the principal tshve mart 
of the Southern Coeat; and to it political offenders haye 
been, and eontlnoe to be, aent for exile ftom the mother 
ooimtry. The population is estimated at ten thenaiBid, fi^ 
teen hundred of whom aro P<^ugu(^ and other whites. 
Moat of the blaek popolation are abma. nietowniawaO 
bellt and well dataded« Ma»yofthereiidanoaaoflbreign- 
en and oiviliacd blacks ditipluy taste and wealth. It con- 
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tins iiFttal dnvohM sad » few ielM>ol% and lim rtM» 
tbe goTemor iad ike biihop, and the more Inpovtaut i^A^ 

ears of sUte, with the higher clergy. 

LoaadOf the diauict immediateix arooadi^t. Faai, extoida 
along the coast aixty Bulea, and interiorwiaa retf ismoh 
more. It ctAitains, exoluaiye of the town, u |M >|ifil«tuMi ef 
iibout teu thoiisau!!. The number of slaves in this dmrictj 
iooladosig the towiit is fifteen thouaand. Loando la ^ 
▼eraad by the governor and his eoonoU, and ia atnelif. ft 
oolony of Portugal. 

The oonnti^ of Angola, of which Loando ia a distnot» ex- 
teDda from the aontheni border oC Congo to the Horthem 
border of Beni»nelft, and interior wards fire hundred milaa* 
This, with all of Benguela, is claim* 1 by the crown of 
f ortagal | bat England haa diapated anid will not allow that 
olakD* The fm&oe'of Angola ia varied, well watered and 
fertilo. Its moui.i.aiis contain iron, copper, and other 
metals; maLaobitc, specimetui of whicli we hare seen, and 
Other nmeiala of vainer Ita olinute ia better than that of 
any other portion of the West Coasts aa evidenced by the 
£ai}L that white men cau live here much longer ; it has good 
harboFSy and ibr manj leasosa we think it ta be re^prelted 
that the Amerioan colony for free blacks waa not ealablisiMl 
here. Had our government taken the matter in hand, tcr^ 
ritory fur Uiat pufpofe cQtiid have bean obtained without 
diffienlty, r » - 

Bengueki ia leea fertile than Angola ; Ha aontbem portion 
is !X desert, but the greater portion of it is rich enough for 
tonii^, and at Bt. Fhalip, £k)phaoit and Fiah Boysi thm 
are egecUent harbors. A small tract near St. Ffailtp haa 
lately been granted to a compuny of Germans for the par* 



Prikya, .St. Jago. TLey were heurty and intelligeai iookuig^ 
mm and wotnea, sod were well profided witk agrievtarmi 
Md dmnertM nqilaMBli. We gm Am ill the en0O» 

fl^crn^ut we could as to tbe health of the country, but have 
iCTioas <3onbta m to the results. 

mmM Importance, and s fiivonUe Femt wilii ilsi^ers. 

Tbe roots of the dialects of the tribes of Angola mdicate aa 
origin in coDunon with thofle of Coogow The tribes Mkaow* 
kdge lUflginoo to tho erowa of P mii^a l and sro nomi- 
nally Uornan Catholi<»«, but in reality their iLligioa is a 
wonderful iiuxtnre ot tbtishifimy idolatry and RomasisnL 
The laat maj giln tiie aioendeiMy ttftar swliflei bet not 
tmtil more vigoronf niMaiireB aie adopted fer the en]ighta»> 
tucut of tiiii people. 

For naar three hundred years Rome has had her nuaBa»> 
ariea among these people^ yet the only hand JUh OathoMea 

ainoDLT the natives an the few wlio have been educated at 
the sohooli. Contact with Romanism, however, has not 
been without efieet in the elevation of the massea, it has 
given distinotness to their ideas of God, the innnoitafity of 
tho Huul, and worsiiip. They are graduidly adopting the 
arts and manners of dviliaed society, and, em^^g the 
JoltiEi and Mandingoes, we think them the most intelSgent 

aiul iiitliistriotis tribes on the West Coast, The dress of 
Uio mm ia, gcueraUy, a shirt, extending to the knees, and 
alongoottOQ sosr^ worn iike a Roman toga; with moat of 
the slaTes, however, a sin^e handkerddef is made to aak 
every purpose The female dreaa in a petticoat, extending 
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to the kneea^ and a didc Une eotton dodi, often of lutfeiTO 

iiuuiiiiaclui'c, Jiawii xoimd ilrn body so sjl^ to cover the 



Tbe e^pcHTta ^Nwa St« Paul and Ambm, in ivoiy* jmlni 
oil, gumSy wax, horns and bidea, are vmey large. We were 

intormed our puiser, T. Mnrston Taylor, Eisq., who is 
competent anthority ia all tl^ relatea to Amenoaalnde 
and oowpiegoef^that at leaat ooe-^fth of theae,:ei|KKrta aie 
taken by American traders. Large quantities of southern 
liour, and uiiicr Amcricaa ^ir^, are imported here, md. 
the «^«Tn^^v^ ig rapidly inoreaabg. 

Our stay at Loaado was pleaaant, and the kiat evening, to 
me pccxiliarly interesting. We walked to tlie governor's 
leaLdenee, to the hoipital, and the mtna of an old GotMo 
dmroh and monaateryin the eiibiirlxi; andthenee^ alonga 

good road, a mile or so into tha ooantry. As we sat resting 
ia a sliady place, several hurge trains of natives with baskets 
OA their heada passed as on their way . to their homes in 
the interior; and oocavonally one stopped to shake hands 

witli us. 

An erect, grey-headed old man, leading a small gaug of 
pecnliarly dtessed and idiam-decorated men, hearing well* 
filled baskets^ stopped when he eame near ns, and after 

jabbeiing a while and iiiakiog maay ge^>turefi, wijjLci4jL,parUy 
understood, extended Jus hand. t: . . ^ 

c^MfVliat does he mean?'' I asked of one aatiTe milatto 
guide, who, though he tmdcrstood butJUttLe xif Msian^ua^e, 
seemed to understand his signs, . , . - 

. He says he be going home-r^Tery &F-^^«o think he see 
white man no more — want you shake haada.^ 
The guide asked him haw iai: to his home he replied 
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by jrigns, "forty day*." I cxtonded my hand, which he 
•book lieartiij. There was acmmhmg so toaching m the 
old mtoTi maimer and teqae^ thai I Ibnnd oocarioit to 
wfpo mwwf m vnbidden tesr. He looked at mo wHh an 
expreisiou of gurprbe, smiled, shook my hand again, and 
atortod willi Ua ga&gt oagiBg aa ihey weiaL The nioere 
MoMig of a wliito man went with him to hia home, tfre 
hundred milcH away, in ihe wildn of Kthi ij i i; and for once 
in my lijk^ 1 felt that X would bo willing to be an African 
mtanonary, if m^ Mao of diitj nfged me in that directkii. 
It la no mioommon thhig for nathres to come tbn distance, 
bearing a basket of ivory, gmn, or other produce to the 
mftrket at fit, Paul 

On the pief we met Mnreral meamattea, eac^ profided 
witli a u>at, or «w>me other curions momento of Loando, and 
at tfunaet w<$ took leave of h>t. Pani and the Bi^op*s Chair. 
The atreeta, when we left^ were atiH swarming with negroes, 
and the hnm of the market throng fdl on onr eara Ike the 
sounds of a distant cataract. liext day, January 23d, we 
ran up to Amhria, but seemg no Teaseb in the harbor, ^d 
not eoler ; and the ibilowing mommg Ibimd us ploagfaing 
our way toward our own hemisphere. Go with ns, reader, 
to the Capo Verd Islands, and thence home; bear with a 
l^w general remarka on cnatoma, enuahig, and miafliona hi 
Aftiea, asnd then wo*ll pive you a longer respito than the 
Secretary of the Navy has given us; and, poihaps, trouble 
you no more with what Bennetti of the "^Herald," oalla 

the ererteatbg nigger question.*' 



uiyitized by Google 



GHAFTER XXYL 




Prefatory — A Caution— Difliculties of the Subject— Confiiclijjg Accounta 
-^A PeWt' of Agreement— Polygamy — Marriage but a Trade— filii 
|^sul^--^¥GI7.— -Hoir JPtm PttBOSA haaoif J Uf ii Socaal TitMtA' 
M9hkim-Wi^ii^MMofsimM,v^^ of Ui»Ji»ve,Tn4»H^ 

Ijr thw review ed the dosiMUo, floolal, uivil and nl^g^iMii 

ideas and inslitutions of the West Coast of Africa, we do 
noV^orpofle to bnng aaeh tnb» mader loomndenitioD^ We 
hsf%aof^1ihemwa§<i dmikgiS^; B<»1»Haiir piwpdt»%c^ 
look so closely into society, as to pnrsnc the differences off - 
resemblanceS) wiiiek may between tbe XBoroimpartant 
tribe* ia tbeogki esd mdaet, witii-Mfereim to these reb^ 
tioDB.) We eve net tore tlMt it weaM lie firaflteble to do so, 
flupposing that we were both competent and inclined ; but 
we4U(eB€liiier. Oor ebjeet is to giva liie leader a geBenl 
idea faoueiiity^tai Afriea, ceiiAdered in tkeM eepeote ; iflm' 

men generally believe, nnd what they cpik i ;il!y practise, in 
tk^ir jpriirato and public relations with cacli otlier, li^w 
tbej are afiSMted, motalfy and intetteetaeay» 1)^ betfeu 
oantioa the reader ageinet Imw ft . - '^Oir a i tj^iiOUl 

are dark i " the shutlovvy livery ot tiie buruUiied «nn" covers 
not onijr the ^usee of the Ameaii% bat.abo lMrpiiTa(elife 
and thdr ideas of ^vemmeBt and reigSoB. 

The reader caimut be told distinctly wliiit is believed, for 
the belierera hare no yerj diadiict beiie^ and they arc slow > 
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wid digpcBiied tocommnmcttetiieiriiiii^ 

ihij lUemjit co fiimnnin rtioQ they aie Mifkiiictlj iiBder- 

utood, f/f'caniw! of the bearer'^ ignorance of their weak ami 
idiamatlc langnagetk Hot can he be told much, iinieed 
notbing eerla^fi^, of the origm of any of thor domeatio or 
rril etittofttfi, they hare no IdrtOTj, and their traditioiia 
aro wftoliy unreliable. Modi£cd by contact with white 
men, by the alATe-tradei by oommeroey by the teaofamga of 
BiUwUmarlet, Mohammedan, Romaic and Protaatant, thein- 
nthniUmn and idcafi of to-day arc not those of live cciiiiu i*3s 
flgt;, nor are they those that will be a century hence. What 
wonder then, that, with thia itate of thisga, the aooouita 
iHven Hi of AfHoa ihoiild be ao laughably eootradietoiy — 
nccountM too given us by men whom we know to be intelli- 
gent and truih-loTing ? Thia ia neoeesariiy ao, became, in 
praetiee and belief it ia a land of oontradietiona. We apent 

thiM inorninQt two hours in trying to reconcile ]\Ir. Ciuik- 
ilautk and Kuv. iMr. Wilson on one point; namely, m to 
whether the inhabitanta of Upper Guinea wonhipped evik 
n\i\Ain or not. They are irreoonoihible ; yet both of theae 
gtMitloniun resided eighteen years iu Western Africa, and 
made the habita of the people their atody ; and they are 
equally entitled, by their intelUgenoe and integtity, to ooiw 

fldonoo. In thisi, however, all are agreed, that if the devil 
hfid any hand in the cr%HUion oi inan (as hold the Two beed 
HaptiaU), this mnat be hia paH of the job. Bnt eimr b«ii- 
neea ia not to reeondle eontradiotiona wh&di may exiat m the 
ideas of the AfHeanp, or antagonisn^s m their institutions, 
but to give a httle Ught> aa to what thaae are ; and in domg 
aowedtftwnpoA onr own obaermliona, aad ftola f^eamad 
from missi<mriea, tradera, and late reliable authors. 
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* FOLYGAMT 

Exists among every tribe on the West Coast, and, so £ur as 
we are infi>niied, thronghont the length and breadth of 

Africa. The ability to purchase and provide for wiws (so 
far as the hosbaad has to provide), is the only limit whidi 
law or pabUe Ofmiion sets to the nnmber whioh a man may 
hare. A man's influence and importance in society may be 
estimated by the number of his wives ; but if ho ia a good 
subject, and does not wish to excite the jealoosy of the 
king, he wiU always have fewer than his majesty, be his 
wealth ever so grc;it. 

Of the romance of love and courtsliip, but little is known 
in Africa. On arriving at the age of puberty, if he be afree 
bom penon, the yonng man finds a Ihw wivea^the nnmber 
iu proportion to tho means of his lather — awaiting the time 
of their esponsab; and to this number he may add any that 
he may have fiillen in love with in the fboltshness of hisboy* 
hood ; ju'ovided that they are not betrothed to auother, 
and provided further, that he is able to pay the required 
dower, which varies from five to forty dollars. If he be a 
slave, he may find one or more appropriated to him, accord* 
ing to the taste of Ids master ; and to these he may add, 
aooording to his inclination and ability to pnrdiase ; and 
over those purchased he has perfect c<»itrol ; but at his death 
they become the slaves of his master. The wishes of the 
woman are seldom consulted. She is often purchased while 
stttt a child, and is told, when she is old enough to under- 
stand snch things, that she is to forego all thought of oChens , 
than the purchaser, and any disregard of this advice as^ 

13 
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paniflhod as severely as though the marriage oeremaoj had 
been already performed. • 

African mothers are flattered to have suitors for their 
daughters wliile they are still young, and oiten dispose of 
them to the higheat bidder, without the leaat reiq>eet to the 
appeanmce, age, or charaoter of the buyer. The puroiuMr 
places a Bti iiig of beads on the neck of the girl or cliild, and 
in oaae of the death of her mother, before the child is of age, 
the husband eiqieetaDt removei her to his home and plaees 
her uiuler the guardianship of an old woman. Sometimes, 
however, a girl is lucky enough to land herself unsold when 
overtaken by the tender passion. She may then propoa o - ■ 
for it is always leap year in Afnca — and if tho man of her 
choice has still a vacant chamber in his heart — capacioua 
hearts these i^Uows have— and the means of buying her 
from her par^mts, a nnion la formed on the basis of mntoal 
attachment. Sometimes a betrothed girl fiills in love, and 
if the object of her regard can arrange matters with the 
husband by purchase, her marriage with him in allowed. 
This is often a delioate and difficult matter, bat if the bos- 
band is old, or pretty well supplied, the affair is more easily 
consammatcd. Love, like hunger, will lureak through a etone 
wall ; and nnlawfni amonn are oonatantly oocnningnotwith* 
standing tlie severity with which adultery is punished. The 
]>umdiimeut of the woman, if her husband desire it, is muti- 
lation ; the noae, an ear, or a finger is taken off; the man, 
generally, is enslaved to the injured party. There la a dii^ 
fciciicc ill tl)e domestic and social standing of the wives 
purchased aa slaves, and those received by dower and the 
eonasnt of parents. The latter may leave theur hnsbaods sS 
any time, by the restoration of the dower with certain in- 
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both are the property of the flUher. Amonix most tribes 
eaek wite iurujji^ed with a hut, aud the lamiiies dwell 

wfe^^vihois generally an^^td, and, fjnQm'li«r|K)diioB, fm'fr 
fluontirtl person. ' . 

li ciieLaUy, th« wives are eaqoeoted to maiiitaiii themselTtae 
Mi^4iMlc afaiUxen ; ^Hb«t t&ej obtoii ftdm^a MboAiiii^ 

reoeiTe hi the way of presents. Wlien a husband dies, the 
\vi^:cS|,wk]i othi^r j>topeny, ikli to the eldest souf mid liis 
motiieg^ ^aie^yeatod with Teapeoty beoomaa the inistreBa 
of the hcMuaholcL The aid wivea aw tfnia pfovided ibr, and, 

ik> a rcdeemmg trait be it mentioned, they are generally wtll 
treated. Rev^iiefioe ior age is the most proinineiit Tbtsieiii 
Africa. Wi^^aaDra frond, and of ao<Ml i mpdrta nc ay in pto- 
])ortioii to th«-iihie of 4he dontestie'^ikde of which they are 
memb€i» ; and, strange m it may apjHiarj and contradictory 
of cevtatn ekmeats of chaiaoter, eonuneft td ipromeD^ an A£- 
ricaa oomideiii'it * laiafintnne'to be afflaaced to a. man 
\vho has but one or two wives. 

It wiii im eeem on a eonsideration of tliese facts, that 
African ^ygtm^ la hxtimata^related to^ and latg^yiAl^ 
daetiire of - • • - . : i* 

Itia aaid that fenf 4lfth* of the AftieanrBf<a^iAai^^ IMa 

cstiniatc ka^ been ubjectcd to, as being too large ; ^Yc aro 
safiB^. however, in saying, that In ww t e tn AUrica, three- 
fourths <^the people are davaa^ ^tbm lttg«r^p<ird»ri iHIl , 

not be so much wondered at, wlieu wo sec how numerou^l^Kfll, threl 
an d ea^ %Fe tiic ways by whioh nfi^n pass into slavery 'oportion T\'i 

'W Dumero^ 



Fim, the IxUmt is tbe 

iiM cUdrntitf sfinee BSAm wA y tr i lj cwMwed or 

i:^y <;Lvj>.v^ ii-Ll ''V.-:,o^t respect tothcsr ayg^ or circTirastances, 
htesmdf the <K!! Ir&ti of j^Ures aire sUvcs irBlrrr free^ibj^ Ui« 
owner* Thtrdit »il captirei taken in w an the wiaarm o£ 
ihB esfiConL Thk perqaiatc gives daang to the AfiMB 
Koi'JierH, and prompts a de^^ee of mercy \iiiiiOui which 3JI 
their wat» would be wa» of exterminatioiu Fonrtii, peEr> 
iOM iotd for debt aro alavea until tba defal la redeemed. 
Thin in a fruitful Bource of f^lavery. In time of famine, nicu 
who hjive uo iJavcs to diby<M)*i o£, or not enoogh to meet the 
demand, pawn themaelvei, or tbeir inwrn^ or ohildreo, lor 
fbodf or the meant of procuring it ; promismg to pay as nmoli 
fw Hdy ]>cr cent, interest — this is a common interest in such 
traofactiona — and in a majority of such instances the pawn 
if never redeemed. This ^stem, which in Mexico ia onlled 
peonin^, if! here called panyaring. 

A degree of admirable self-immolation is sometimes shown 
Id auch oaaes of family diatresa, by a member comiDg lor- 
ward and offering himself to the highest bidder, willing to 
y^ii where, ui lu be niiyihing, su thai lie may relieve Lis 
liither and mother^ or other dear relatives, irom distress, 
and the diagraoe of enaUvement. Afiicana are wild in their 
apoeiilaiion.^ nan^uino in their undertakings, and to carry 
o\it n ti&vurito pursuit will pawn themselves even when the 
ho|Mi of redemption ia amalL They pawn tkemaelTea ibr 
tawdry merchandise ; pawn themaelYes to lawyers to ftee 
them lium tlilVKulties, or to punish an enemy; j)awn tbem- 
avlvesi to the priests for ghostly comfort, lor relief Irom. A 
malady or a witoh* It ia a dernier reeort, bat while they 
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m free HSmj Heel tbat they ate Bot destitute^ eren though 
poor ; they feel that they own marketable articles in then^ 

selves. Every free iiiaii in AiVica, therefore, owns "one 
nigger." How intense most be their self-conscioosness! 
Fifth, the adidterer, among many tribes, is Hold to pay the 
fines in miiA eases provided, if he have no other metmn of 
meeting them, or is turned over by the judges to tiiu Jais- 
baad ogeBdffd, To murder the ofiiander wonld not be 
allowed, and if the new owner pmush rary severdy he 
would be considered moan. Men of great cupidity and a 
sapcmbimdanoe of wiTes, o^ien increase their property by 
emph>ying a sednctiTe and pretty woman to Inre men into 
her wilef^, and then b«trfiy them ; having provided before- 
hund, aud oA*eu iDgetuouslj, that the ])rooiji filiall be posi- 
tive and ample* The panisfament of the woman m sneh 
cases is merely nominaL 

Slaves may own slaves, and other species of property ; 
and in laboring and saving ibr this purpose they arc encou- 
raged by their owners ; fbr the reason that at the death of 
the slave, all his property &]]s into the hands of hk master. 

^V ilel c ilic slave is ol the same race and color a» thf^ mfis- 
ter, whero slaves and owners are on an eq[nality as to intel- 
ligence, where btood relatlooslnp extensively eiists, and the 

right of holding property is allowed, the line of social dis- 
tinction l>6tween daves and o\viiors cannot be very wide. 
Indeed slaves ore generallytraatedaanianben of tho'&nifly ; 
they hnnt, fish, work, eat, and sleep with Ihe children of 
the master ; aro li'ti^^ueatly admitied lu hia t^oulidenco, and 
tshe charge of his affittrSi and tbo staves of headmen or 



pmoes frequently hold important ofioo in the govemmenti^, 

Wiicu sales axe made, of coui iim least valuable and refill 
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ble are first dimmed of; and among many tribca a degree 
of consideration, whtch might be safely imitated bj omliaed 

nations, is .shown for the doincslic ties of the person m\d. 
Slaves run away sometimes in Alrica as elsewhere, but where 
there is no divinoin of sentiment as to the rig^t of holding 
men in this rektion, and the perfeet right of the master to 
treat bis jn operty as lie pleases is generally acknowiedgeJ, 
and it is Mt to be the interest of the oommnnity at large to 
sustain these ri^ts, the recovery of nmaways is generally 
effected without recourse to j)olicc ofticers. 

As we intimated in a late chapter, the growiug demand 
Ibr AMoan productions is increasing the valne <>£ homa 
labor ; slaves are, therefore, advancing in valne on |Murts of 
the coast, despite the suppression ul the foreign slave-trade ; 
the authority of the mseter is incresMngly felt, aud the social 
division between the omers and workers is widening daily* 

Of the history of domestic slavery in western Afriea bnt 
little is known. Fanatics who are diijposcd to charge on the 
formga slave-trade all the social and moral ilia which harden 
Africa, toll ns that this ako is one of its fruits. Of coniae 
we differ m toto from these men. We think that under the 
pr^ent conditions of society in Africa slavery is a Messing 
rather than an evil; and as to its origin, reasoning fromtfae 
analosry presented in the history of other races, we think 
that it is cooval with the African race. Supposing that the 
classic histories which tell of the impcMtations of £thiopiaDa 
Into Egypt, centuries be&re the present era, and snbaa- 
quently into Greece, to be unrcluible; or tliat the term 
'^Ethiopian ^' maybe applied to the Berbers of Atlas and 
the Sahara, reliable Portugnese authority is given for the 
fact, that the earliest modem navigators found slavery ex- 
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istiiig among tkc tribes of the West Coast. The fact that 
dAves were bought and sold in Africa^ no doubt, saggestcd 
to the Portuguese traders tiiat a profitable business might 

be done by buying slaves on liiu coast and sliipping thcin 
to parta where labor was more valuable, and where iaborera 
would bring a higher price* The slaye-trade, as it has been 
carried on, cspcmally in the course of the hist half century, 
lias been bad enough in all conscience, but Itjt it be respon- 
idble only Ibr the evil that it has done. We would not fi>r 
any consideration be considered as sayiDg anything enoou- 
raging to the forlorn hope of reopening this trade — to do so 
at present would be to oomptomise the dignity of oar na- 
tion and the humanity of our religion, yet at the same time 
^y^i believe tliat the Gi>eat Disposer of events will so direct 
the issues of this trade as to make them contribute to the 
moral and iBteilectual elevation of the African race. Wi» 
that hai eompared carefuUy, and from actual observation, 
the condition of the black man in America with that of the 
bUck mxui iii ^\ihoa, can he»tate to aay that in the iormBW 
this trade baa been made a blessing indeed ? IVom Amo> 
rica have gone forth, and will continue to go forth, men 
(jUrisli:viiia<Ml and enli<^htcncd, commissioned hv the church 
as harbingera-of the light of life to their brethren who at 
in the valley of the shadow of death. There, ur pi»Aiiad 
Hignificance in the resolution of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter, of 
Virgiuia, oiTered at a late annivemcy of ^the Amerioan 
Oolonixation Society, ^'that AmariM'^inAAioa «ilvea the 
problem of Afiica iu Amo iuu" 



CHAPTER XXm 

CUSTOMS OS* THB WEST COAST OF APEICA. 

Forms of Government — Ordeals — Fetish Oath — Red Water — Ri-ligioua 
Ideas — DifTcrcDce between Fetishism and Idolatry — Fetish Priest»^ 
Idew of God— A Fatnre State— Eril Spirits— Witcbefl—ThiD^ to be 
Bemembered— Hope Gathered from the CredeUtj of the AfUean. 

What is the form of goyenunent, and how is jastioe 

administered in such a state of society ? are the next ques- 
tions in order« Here, reader, we are in deep shades, if not 
in niter darkness. A Yankee captain, who knew hut little 

about navigation, and had but ;iu inferior chronometer, ruid 
that stopped a few days before he made land, recently made 
his way to the Cape Yerd Islands, and delivered his oai^go 
to the proper consignee. When asked, by our master, how 
in the world he managed to make Ids port, he replied : 

Wal, ye see, this ere old dook helped ns on some ; but 
I tell you what, neighbor, my main dependence was on 
luck and gucssinii:. Wal, I guess it's as good a way as any 
— but if the plagued old clioker hadn't got water-logged 
and gin out, I gness we moat a been here a matter of a day 
or two sooner." 

The facts before us, gathered from mauy sources, serve 
to carry us some distance into these qnestions, but like the 
Yankee^s chronometer, they give ont before the answers are 
fully made. The general outline and more prominent facts, 
however, may be traced. Li Africa, almost every form of 
government may be found ; the patriarchal government^ dea- 

SM 
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potunHf oonslitational monaroby, digaroh7» repablicaiiiflmi 
and mobocracy ; and aome of the goTemmenta haye mix- 

tnrcs of two or more of these. The prevailing type a 
patriarchal despotism. 

Shrewdneaa is a great power in Afiicsi as elaewbere, but 
wealth is greatest The riohest man of a town or yfllagc is 
generally " headman," and assisted by those who approadi 
nearest to himself in wealth or mfluenee^ dictates monkipal 
law, hears disj^tes, leyies fines and tazes» imposes penaltiea, 

and leads in \\\ir. Each slave-owner and head of a family 
is, m his sphere, a patriarch; he, if he he not Icador himself, 
acknowledges his aQegianoe to the leader or headman of his 
town« treats him with rererenoe, and, though hai^g his 
own private flag, fights nnder his banner, and in l espects 
becomes a retainer of the headman* With a number of 
sneh adherents, ^e headman becomes a fendal barcm; and 

in turn acknowlcdncs his allcciancc to the kin or head- 
man of the tribe or tribes witlt which lie may he confede- 
rated. The king generally holds sadi men responsible for 
the oondnot'and taxes of thetowns over which tbey i^reslde. 

if the king is shrewd, as well as ricii, he may exercise 
great anthoixty. He may make nse of the jealousies which 
ever exist between the Tarions tribes and towas of his kitig* 
doni, to compel any one of them into bis measmNM* "But 
whenever he commits any extreme act, such as the deputing 
of a headman, or the oonfiseatimn of profMor^, cdr imposes 
an unusual tnx npon a tribe or town, he must sho# that the 
general good demands it, or that for doing so he has the 
anthority of a predecessor. however, he does swh 
things capriGtotisly, his baiooi^ not knowing which of them 
may be next served in the same way, soon get lidl 

13* 
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In most of the kugdosw of western Afineti theg<mnNtt0iii 

k hereditaiy, but passes from one brother to another, 
rather tliau from father to sou. How chiefs of tovms aro 
gotten rid of when thej become unpopular with the people^ 
and are still in &vor with the kmg, I do not know. Witash- 
crall ixiay be useful ou such occasions. 

When ])arties arc at variance) they appeal to the intiueor 
tial and old men of the town, who form a oonnciL FUnn- 
ti% defendant^ and witnesses, are brought into court 
together, the case is heard, debated, and generally decided 
in £iTor of the one who has done the most bribing, Sooie* 
times the bribes are equal, sometimes the litigants are both 

poor, or the case in j)oint may \)G one bearing largely on a 
question of general interest to the coiuiuuuity : in suohoasee 
the judgment rendered is based on justice. There are caaeiy 
however, which this body will not decide finallj: as, for 
instance, wliethc r one person has bewitched another. The 
defendant, in such cases, may appeal to the ordeid of a 
solemn oath before a Fetish, or to the Red Water. Where 
parties at variance are not satisfied with the ileclsion ol the 
judges, they may appeal to an established ordeaL Also^ 
where an indiridual is suspected of bewitching oatUe or 
. crops, or other bad conduct, he may appeal to an ordeal to 
attest liis innocence, or may be compelled by public clamor 
to 8u))mit to such a test. Kroomen and others, who hafa 
been long from home, freqaently try the fidelity of their 
irircs by this means ; and ail ])ersons who j>ass thepresciibed 
ordeal unhurt, are exonerated from suspicion, can no more 
be tried for the offence in question, and are restored to 
their original position in sodety, increased in req^ieefc aod 
importance. 
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Tbo most ooTPWon ordeal ia western Africa is that of 

XtBD WATSB. 

Thifl is a decoction of the bark of sassa-vood (a species 

of mimosa), is a powerful narcotic, and when made very 
strong, or taken in large quantities, is also an active emetio. 
It 18 generally administered by the priest who prepares it, 
and in the presence of the old men of the town, the rela- 
tives, friends, and enemies of the accursed. This person 
occnpiesy with the priest or priestess, the centre of the 
throng, is generally naked, and before drinking the trying 
potion, makes a general confession of the sins of liis life, 
invokes the name of God tluce times, then drinks boldly, 
if he knows the priest to be his friend, but trembitngly if 
he has doubts on the subject, or happens to be guSty. If 
his stomach rejects the water, ho suffers no inconvenience, 
is declared innocent, and friends and £>es join to conduct 
him home in triumph ; but if vertigo ensues, which is always 
the case when the fluid remains on the stomach, he is de- 
clared guilty, and the infuriated mob, after dragging bim 
by the heels through the streets of the town, jeering and 
abusing him, dispatch htm with clubs and stones. In this . 
horrid butchery the fncnd;?, and even the near relatives of 
the offender, are required to take part, lest they be con- 
sidered parties to the crime. As the priests are well skilled 
in the preparation of this draught, the guilt or innocence 
of the persons tried is, of course, decided by them before- 
hand; and in making their decisbns they are generally 
mfluenced by the popular opinion, though often by personal 
feeling. If they determine that the person ia iuiioggut, 
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tlie7 make the red water, md admiiiuter it aoeord* 

ingly. 
The ordeal of an 

OAXB BBFOBX A FBTISB 

and Fetishmen-^priests— is mucli practised on the Gold 
Coast. The accused person is brought before the Fetish and 

pricstfj, where, after the performance of many juysteriuus 
rites, he is adjured to confess the truth on penalty of incur- 
ring, temporally and eternally, the anger of the Fetish. 
The priest hears the confession, and determines as to its 
truth or falsity. Tlicse orJculs will remind the Scripture 
reader of the oath by the Temple and the oath by the 
Altar, and the Bitter Water of Jealousy mentioned in Nnm- 
bera v., 11, ct scq. 

This brings us to consider the 

KEUGIOUS IDEAS 

of the people of the "West Coast. In this clinptcr, as in 
several preceding it, we have spoken of Fetish worship and 
of Fetishism, as being the religion of the west Afi*ioan&. 
Fetishism is not idolatry, as that term is generally nnder- 
stood. It is llie religious idea antecedent and inferior to 
idolatry. Idolatry is based on Polytheism : it reoognizea 
gods many and lords many, aoeesnble to the praises and 
sn]tplications of mortals throuLi^h such media as images and 
vmnais. Taking the idolaters of ancient Hgypt, Greece and 
itome, or of modern China and India, as exponents of this 
Merm, idolatry clearly recognizes the existence of a Sptritusl 
Being or God, worshipped as separate from, and imiepcud- 
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eolt 0^ the erealwre or sobslaiioeivliioh maybe employed to 
repreeent him. The image or altar, the bird or beast, baa 

in itself no power, no value, other than a representative 
value, is esteemed as it ia oonsidered the mediator through 
which the god permits approaoh, wd by whioh he expresses 
such of his qualities as he is disposed to reveal to the wor- 
shippers. To the mteiUgeut idolater, an image of Jupiter, 
or Jaggemaaty was no more a god than the mhewn tree, 
unless it had been conseorated by the priest of that god, or 
received liilraculuus evidence that the god was willing to 
acknowledge it as his representative. Fetishism recognizes 
sapematnral power as inherent in certain things* The 
Fedsh, or, as it is generally caUed, the grisgris, is prised 
for its own sake, and is worshipped without reference to 
anything ulterior* 

The philosophy of Fetishism is this: there is a Supreme 
BcintS iiKAker oi ali things, wlio still presides over important 
events. He, in mercy to man, bestowed upon certain ani- 
msls, vegetables, minerals, waters, and componnd sub- 
stances, a measure of his spirit and nature. To different 
substances dillerent natures, and to separate portions of 
the same substance separate quaii^es. 

Every man by nature ia entitled to a Fetish, or a num- 
ber of them, for his personal use ; this may be a bit of 
wood, tlie hoof, horn, or tooth of an animal, a scrap of 
leather fancifully formed, or even an old rag* In the 
selection of a grisgris (pronounced grce-grec), the wor- 
shipper La guided by a blind impulse of feeling, or the 
suggestion of a priest; he selects it for a particular ob- 
ject—to prevent sickness, to asdst in ponishmg or detect* 
iug an enemy, to prevent death in battle, to assist in ^ 
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trade, or anything else tbat he may desire. Ho wears it 
about hia aaok, wriat, or ankle, norifioea to it, and that 
ofien hy riieddiiig the blood of aome bird or animal, 
lie believes ia the power of the charm until he finds it 
uaslasi ; tiiaa he tlupowa H' away« bdieTing that he made 
a mistake in Ua seleedon, or that he M not mtdentand 
how to treat it, but without the least abatement in his 
confidence of the power of Jt'etishes in general. So true ia 
it that the aonl nnut have aome reating^plaee fyt its hopes 
and fiiith. 

Besides tlie 1^'ctish of the individual, each family has its 
household Fetish; tiien thwe is the Fetish of the town, 
vrhidk haa its temple and a priest, and the Fetish of the 
tribe, which oflen has many priests. The Fetish of the 
town is resorted to when sickness or other calamity threat- 
ens ; and that of the tribe when war, fiunine, or other gene* 
ral evihi invade. They are appealed to also by parties at 
variance, who cannot otherwise settle their disputes. Sudi 
things are wind&Us to the priest. 

A conning set of rasoali are these priests ; well skflled in 
ventriloquism and legerdemain, they have great power 
over the people, and can bring even princes to their feet. 
They enter the priesthood early in life, and so complete are 
their deceptions, that tliey deceive even themselves, and 
are, ihiTcfore, often cooscientioas in blinding and deceiving 
their followers. 

The idea of one God and Oreator prevails among the 
tribes of the West Coast. This belief has been attributed 
to the spread of Mohammedanism in Africa, bat, as we 
have shown, aa Fetishism is based npon this idea, it mnst bo 
as old as the religion of the people. Mr. Cruikshank, an 
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Engliah officer who leaidod eighteen jem on the Gold 
OoMt, and made the religion of ita tribes Ine atody^ viewing 

iluA idea li'oiu the pliiiulogical stuud-poiui, says: ^'^The 
Fantee word Yankompom, derived from ^ Yankooiy* fiiend, 
and * epoii/ great f and the^ word * 7aomu%!&Qni ^JMh,' 
made, ^ ema.,' me, names by whwh they designate-God^ 
woiiUl m^in to iiKliciite that the idea of a betievokmi Ur«* 
ator waa oodval with the iaagaage«V 
lake the Babylonians and &€epbirwmnihicn$^ tirtoni> 

ria ])y tiie kiii<^ of Assyriii, iha Africans ^''/ear the Lord, 
bat aenre graven images" Thoy occasionally invoke hia 
name, but never worship him. Of their ideaa of hia meial 
attribntes we have spoken in Chapter YIIL Some of their 

riU}&— rilui' iju&tatii^ that of calling on God tlucc limes be^ 

fore drinking, the Bed Water-HMem to have « rsmele 
reference to th^ Trinity. 13ies0 nay be tbm sfaadowBigs^ir 

an indi.slinct intuition, or the symbolical remains of a Ua- 
dilion whose verbal form i>a.s long sinoe paased away. 

Their ideaa of the immortality of the aoiol are vagne, yet 
they brieve that the thinking ]>riuciple, and that in man 
wliich sinici uiid enjoys, will survive the body ; and that 
in the fatore state the good wiU be happy ; and tliat tJieio, 
those whose sinahave noi been aoficientl^ pnniahed aiithis 
life will be subjected to such safTerings m their naeK pi ate d 
crimes may demand. Ihe traniaiHgjiatwa at .^giik iavNhfcld 
by many tribes ; and not nnfre^piently a ahark^amSigator, 
or a fmake, in reii^^^rded as a vear-.kinmaBi,r IShey beHeve 
thai the ttpiiiU of the departed liayc sonic knowledge of 
things occurring on earth» that they are eapable of exercis- 
ing mtmo infiaenoe over ^amtfi oxr enendes^ and receive 
pleasure iruni ihinga which pleased thcm> in lU'o» Hence 
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they pray to the spirits of their ancestors for aid in trouUe^ 
poor oblations of ntm, oil, and rioe on their graves^ and 

iiiurJcr slaves that they may have attendants in the other 
world. 

They may not bdiere in the ezistenee of the devil, but 
they do bdieiw in the existence of eyil sfHrits who hscve 

power to injnre them, and if they do not worship them, 
they certainly try sometimes to conciliate them, and pray 
them to depart ont of their coasts. The belief in witches 
is general, and, like our worthy colonial ancestors, they 
have rulea for detecting them. Among some tribes, the 
person fi>imd guilty of possessing this dreaded power is 
burnt or otherwise killed^ and receives the bnrial of a dog. 
Among others, the witch is exorcised by the priest, and the 
person formerly possessed is permitted to go free after pay- 
ing penalties. Sickness and death are supposed to be the 
work of witches, and the injared jiarties luru to the rank^ 
of their enemies to find the guilty one. 

Circamdston is practised by many tribes; indeed. Fetish- 
ism contains many elements of Judaism and Mohammedan- 
and, < i ihe South Ooast, Kouianism has made modlh- 
cations and kit new rites and ideas. We can account for 
the Romidi and Mohammedan practices, but to account for 
those of Judaifiia is lell to conjecture. 

Many of these superstitions ext^te oar sympathy, others 
our laughter ; but let us not suppose that these things are 
evidences of a peculiar and incurable depravity in the Afi4- 
can. liCt us not forget that the Patriarchs were polyga- 
mists ; that the learned and elegant Grecians were polythe- 
ists; that our British, Angle, and Saxon ibre&thers 
worshipped stocks and stones; that the Corsned cake 
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ordeal ws» appealed to in oertain kinds of guilt in Cornwall^ 
England, as late as the eighteenth oeutuiy ; that some of 

the ablest statesmen and profoundestthtoK uiansof modern 
times have believed in witches and hauuted houses ; ami, 
iinaUj, t^t the qpirit^pping and spiritpwonhip^ whieh has 
made bo many ciazjr and been ao misohieTonSy by free )me 

L.Uil Other " movcrncDts " iu its "circle," belongs to the 
nineteenth oeutury. Bat this long and varied creed, these 
nnmerons belief legtrding things qxiiitoal and thrngs ma- 
terial, afford grouTid for the hope of the AfHoan's eiviJixa- 
lion. They show his capacity to believe; tbey ai*c the 
Tonchers of his relationships his identity^ ^th the genu 
nuuL They show the po6Besd<m of wiJlt moral sense, and * 
pure iutcllcct ; and wilh these we would be compelled to 
acknowledge him a man though his heels were a foot loug, 
and the eonibrmation ^ his siknU and fiiQial'tine> ihaMtf the 
alligator or bear. Better is it to believe too mneh than too 
little. While men can beheve th'^ro is iiope for tUeui, 
superstition may be changed to enlightened devotion,- and 
belief in truth substituted for belief in error ; bat infidelity 
is uni 1 uv.iblu, liupelcssly incurable. Error is but "par- 
tial truiii;" it should be destroyed.on4y by the substitutioa. 

of the higher truth. FetishiBm is better than Infidelitfr^ 
Tdolatry is better than Fetishism, Mdhammedaa»nif beMsr 

than Idplaliy, and Chiistianity b^ter than J^ohammedan- 



ism. 





CHAPTER XXVm 



YXEW OF mamoKAXT ormumom Am sucoebbmb 

ON THS WEST COAST. 

Discouragoincnta — 1, Di.-yippointment — r»j?t;pi? of Disappointment — S, 
If^nomnce ol" the Language — 3, Weakncjis ol the L:in[^iiage — 4, Number 
©r L:in.u:iia!^os— 5, Want of Capacity — 6, Fear of Spirits — 7, Polyj^amy 
— Opinion of Bishop Colcnmo — History of Misaiooa — umber of Hij- 
fiionarics, Teachers, etc. — Giaud Resulta. 

The dlfiioultios and discourni]rcincnt9 whicli meet the mis- 
sionary in Africa are numerous — many of them peculiar. 

The minioiuury^ like the trsder, begms bis career onder a 
sense of disappointment. But fsvr white persons, if any, 
find life in Africa what they expected it to be ; and it is 
common to hear missionaries, as well as emigrants, travellerSi 
and traders, say, that they were not correctly inibnned as 
to the difficulties to be encountered. Blame is heaped on 
those who have giyen accounts of the country ; and even 
those who have beenoantioos and oonscientioiis, in stating 
the ihctfl of personal experience and observation, are aocosed 
of ])resonting too briglit a picture. Tbnt many travellers 
written and spoken recklessly, foolishly, about Africa 
not deny, but that snoh persons as Wilson, Bowen, 
Ite, and Mrs. Scott have withheld ^^nnpleasant truths," 
described untruthfully, we caimot admit. Yet, that 
jHppiis^ Mmdm§i enilsen, and missionariea have gone 
JlHiHkiHiyvessioiis of the dimate, ^ living," and society, 
M &Yorable to be rcalizod in the tropics, aud amoug liea- 
m 
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theius we have painftilly learned, and freely oonfeM, Ofien 
have we heard emigrants from the Bonthem States ask, 

" why was not all this told uji before we Jefl our homes ?*» 
And never can we ibrget tlxa exclamation of mi AinoriisaQ 
nuauonary ladj, as^ wasted by African fever and siok at 
heiMi;, she leaned on my arm gomg tfercmgk the streets of a 
Grebo viiiage to her nvw Imnio, b^ekkg fcights of ilepravitjT 
as we went» enough to shook the nerves of the least delieate, 

I realise for the first time that I am in Afriea. The half 
of this had not been told mc." The diflkiidfcy, howevei', in 
one that grows oat of the subjeot iteel£ 

To Americans and English, people who dwell in climates 
comparatively rigorous, who aftfwKdate with the words 

smmucr," " p6rpetii:ii mpriiig," constant harve6t6|" " nn-- 
changing yerdnre," ideas only of comfort and kmiry, it is 
diffienlt^ perhaps iinpossiUe, to give dear ideasf er lasting 

impressions of the waiiL .ii;d discomfort that may exist even 
in the land where there m no winter, and where the palm 
tree droppeth oontinnally her goocU.y frnit. The writer on 
hfo m Africa may dwell on the nnhealthinesn of the climate, 
on the absence of the &>od and othei' doiue^tic cotniorLs to 
whibch eiviiized i0m are accostomed^ on the social defojnauK: 
ties and horrid superstiticiia which everywhere staseiliidn im^ 
Iho lUce ; yet, when lie has said that it is ;i laiid of soiiiiiicr, 
of iiruiti'ul hilhs and of valleys teeming with richest vegetliF 

tioB^ the impression left in the minded the reato« erkeaver, 
is sonny, pleasant, and romantic. -The ^ dsser^Mid are 

soon forgotten j but the ' sunshine" livea^ with more than 
African brightness^ aodthe ^^fraits and ileweia do not die." 
Wheii the country la entered^ aU said of its aatond beaaty 

is found true, ^nd i^i u lew days tJm. sim&Liiue and grecn-n 
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woods are cnjojed ; but soon the constant heat beoomoB 
oppreeaive, fimtta pall on the taste, flowan, fromTerjalnni. 
daaee, eeaae to be Tallied; tiw **gnuid teeal» is ioo« 
called "the bush," and is avuiJul, because noxious wceda 
and deadly reptiles are there without Aomber. Then oomea 
Aftiean ftrrer^ dianpatrng all romance; and in hia ddisiiiiiiy 
the sufferer talks of the ice-cool fountains of his native hills, 
an rl the bracing winds that blow over the fields at home. 
With reoorery comes dngnst of everythiDg Afirican, and a 
longing fbr home stieh as may never be overcome. Than, 
with the thoughtless or impatient, comes the remaik, '^l 
was deceiyed." 

The e?il is, ilot that they were not warned of tlie iDato 
be expected, but that, true to the hopefulness of our nature, 
the best was hoped lor and the worst unnoted. Some mis> 
sionaries hare gone to Afirioa aa much to gratiff a lore of 
romanoe and novelty as to save asners and glorify their 
Saviour — good and worthy persons, too, but who were not 
. sufficiently oarefol, and sel^knowing, to discern the q^int 
which prompted the step. Bach sink mider, qnail before, 
the oi)pressive realities; and, if not carried off by the first 
feyer, soon return home, or, what is worse, remain where, 
ftr want of fidth, they are nnanecessfol, and a profitless ttt 
on the missionfiry scdety. Persons of this cUuh, however, 
arc few. Our missionaries are generally men and women 
of sterner stuff; but though not discouraged by the evia 
we have mentioned, they have all felt, more or lees keenly, 
the disappointment we speak of. Even with the most sen- 
sil^e and calculating the loss of homo oouilbrts cannot be 
appredsted beforehand, and the ngUness of heathen sooie^ 
must be seen to be roaUaed. 
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To tkoM who fliadj the miiiwonary work objoefelToly, it 
woold aeeni that the constant apprehension of dealh, under 

wMch white men on the coast must live, presents a formida- 
ble opposition to the progress of Christian effort. Who 
iebe^thal deoreth not hie f» The denre to lire k netaal, 

and common to ns all ; and tbougli in tlie soul enlrj^ewed 
by divine grace, the desire to obey God jiiay be&Uajig4»r 

than the dean to Uve^ the love of Mife prompts »neoeBSsqr 
csiotiDB and fter of risk, and dsnunids that the senseefdiM^ 

wiiich requires Ji4iigcroi!«i exposnre sliall i/ti clear and nn- 
qnestionable. Many who ieel called to the mbdionary work 
do not feel that they are cslled to that part of the field Jn 

•wbieh life is in iraminont peril ; and hence" the greatec<dlffi- 
culty ot prucni'ing mis^^ion^'ied for wefiteru Afiioa ihau ii^r 
Quna or the Paoilioishuida. 

^ The sober and inteUigest missionary wno goes to the 

coast, has, in the highest sense, the spirit of the martyrs. 
He knows that the average life of tlie Avhite man there is 
nnder three years ; when he enters the field he is met by 

his brethren ent down at his nde ; and when 
he recovers irom what is called the acclimating attack, lie 
goes to hia work haunted by the lears of sudilcn. death. 
When we see intriligent men labozing eheezllvl^ aod.asal- 

ously, amid snch disconragements as these, and that withmtt 
hope of reward in this life, we see the highy^^i cAhibitiuas 
of human ainoerity— *the noblest esamples of the salmdma* 
lion of self to the sense of dnty— 4iiemeet-tangil4e€(?idenoes 
of the power of religiou over the human heart. 

In prosecntan^ the misitoar|r work, the ucxt di&ooity 
which is to be enooontered IrignQvaneS' of the langnage. 
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rums oileroome with the peapk, the minioiian^ mast 
Umm to eonrerae ; then l^e eoimda we to V reiooed to 

writing, in the English characters; rules of synt-ax are to be 
c lalioratcd ; and, alas, when all this is done, the people are 
MiU to he tMight to Md their own tODgtte* When toa c horp 
and pupils have lesmed to eommmicate iMty^ oi»Dy oDd 
l»y wiitinii^, another diflieulty presents it«elf; the laiiLruaire 
has no words to express the ideas oi' Christiasity ; terius are 
to be invented and then explaiBed, Here oonunenoea tlie 
great work. How shall the teacher begin? Thepeopleha^e 
never been taught to reason. Their piucesscs of thought 
are entirely different £tom hia own. His argnments aro to 
them nonsense^ and may be set aside by the revelatioiia «f a 

witch, or the authority of a tradition. He tiads with them 
no cuuuLLuu ground of clearly-defined belief; and learns, by 
Bad eiKperienoe, that the inteUeet mast he developed and 
trainedf before it is eapable of receiving the nmpleet tmtha 
of the ('hrihtian religion. Hence the schoolmaster must pro- 
cede the preacher. 

Time was when xt was thought that on presenttngf by 
preaching, the reasonableness of the troths of Christianity 
the beatheua would be converted. Too niucii of this idea 
still remains; bat miasonanes are leannng, by the nselcas 
ness of mere preachings that it reqmres a long and tediona 
process of instruetion and mental discipline to bring African 
heathens to tiie capacity to receive Christian truth, There- 
fore» as it should have been from the firsts children rather 
than lidults become the object of the missionaries* ears. 
The school -house is built before tlio church, and Step by step 
as liiu teacher advances the preacher ibllows. 

The number of A&ioan languages is a serious hindranoa. 
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Fire or siz of the langoages of the ooast h«?e been niMtered 
hy white men and reduced to wxitrng, but theie aorve only 

ibo tribes speaking such languages; the neighboring tribes 
moai xemaiu iu darkness uutil lh» game work kui been done 
fi>r thein i^« A &v tribes have heerd» and inanj more 
donbtiew will hear, in their own tongues the €k)sp^ of ; 
but i am ui o]iiriion that the English language is the ytand 
mtdiusn through which Christianity is to bo taught in 
western Africa. The EngUsh is destined to become, and 
that shortly, the language of the people on tlio coast north 
of the equator. It is now the language of the colonies at 
the Qambia, 8ierra Leone, and other stations on the Gold 
Coast; also of the rapidly growing republic of Liberiii. 
Great j>riLain, we think, will at no distant day extend her 
rule over aii that part of the coast lying between the Niger 
and the Gambia, except the territory of liberift ; and wkh 
Britisli rule will go the English language. Mohanimcdan- 
isni was spread in AfrTca tlxrongh the Arabic; why may 
not Protestant Christianity be spread, and in an eqoaUy 
short time, through the Dnglisfa tongue, its most perleet 
and approved vehicle ? 

In the religious ideas of iho people, the fear of witches 
and evil spirits presents the most formidable obstade ta tbe 
misaionaries. Not nnfrequently they i©e a youth educated 
at the schools, baptiz-ed, atKl perha])3 professing religion, 
turning to the heathenism of his fiitheis ibr ter of oflending 
the spirit of an ancestor* Mr, GndiEshankTekitea Mr. 
II., wlu) for forty years ofliciated as chaplain at the garrison 
of C:ipe Coast, resorted bo witchcraft in bk last houis. But 
the Africans are not alone in the belief and fear of snper- 
natoral beings other than those veToaled by the Bible. 



uiyiiized by Google 



81d PBBSOIV^ AOTZRTCBBS ASO OBSXBTAISOHB. 



That eome turn badr to hestbenlsiii is scnnetimes ursred 
as an aiguineut against the useiuluess of missiouai The 
flome argument would apply against Cbnstiaiiity at borne. 
But m the African miasiona the number of sach baokaEders 
is fewer than is comuionly reported ; iind considering the 
inHucuces wbioh surround the couvertS| the wonder is that 
thej are ao few. 

Of all the institntioiia, civil or domestic, polygamy is Hie 
most formidable to Christianity. John W. Coleuso, Lord 
Blahop of the diocese of Natal^ South AMc% in a work re- 
cently puhUahed,* adranoea the Ihot, that in South Afiica 
the progress of Christianity has been delayed by the refusal 
of clergymen to baptize persons having more than one wife, 
and advances the idea that it would be well for minlatera to 
yield bo fiir to the prevailing custom as to baptuee and adk 
mil to connrmnion such persons as may be converted wbfle 
having many wives. The Protestant missionaries in Afirica, 
south and west, have denounced the bishop'a idea on tUi 
subject, as unsound scripturally, and full of e\Tl practically, 
and among the objectors none are more loud than the in- 
telligent converts. Christ hath no concord with Belial ; 
and though the polygamous nations should be lost, we bare 
no right to com promise his religion with heathenism. The 
bishop^i opinion, however, is not without advocates ^ but 
they are generally irrdiglous persons^ or Christians who 
have not weighed the bearings of the question. It Is said 
by missionaries of his own church that the bishop himself 
was of this last-named class. 

We banre tbua hastily referred to what we connder the 

" Tea Wetkf in Natal," (SQUth Ai'rica).^Gunbridge : MMmillAii & Cob 
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gress of Christianity iii All it a. AN'^e now projo^^^ to slio\s% 
in A wardS) that^ despite these oj^^^omtkm^ mmi<mMj 
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The history of evangelization in western Aftio* begin« 
witk^e piejsent oeutary. The year lauu luuud a few mis- 
rioiUKriefl cuk the eoast^ of the Lntherao, Bng&h fiqv 
B|>i8<x>paliiH^^aiidirerie7aaM^ dlvMbes T^^AMie 
feliuulil be regarded raiiier as forei uiuiers, or surveyors of 
the kikd) thw $a mitfiovniies. With Rev. J. L. WiAmm^ 
Uti' Cniilodiaiik, and the Sn^Bdi Meifcedlii IfiiitoAtr 
CJhtirch Reports befijre us, we give the owing as ffp- 
praaciiiiig a reliablo summary of the history and state of 
the more important xaifflioBa now Ift Allnee. Tlie 'SegM^ 
Baptist XMoearf SoeieCy sent ^ out- ittr tot Allii i Oi ii tg ii is 
(two to Sieriii Leone) in 1794. The Missionary Societies 
of Ediaborg^ Gia^ow^ and LondoO) sent out ead:i tw^o 
mWonavke in im« l)ie CSiurfbh MuidoiAarjr Sdd^ 
fish) sent ot!t two missionaries in 1804. The Wesleylwi 
Methodist (Jhurch eaUl»ii«lied ii9 Africiiii mission at Sierra 
Leoiie in 1B11» on the Gold CkMMt in 1836^ and on the GailDh 
bia in 1620. :Tifer BrnkWrnkmuyeoi^^^m^ onttwo iM* 

siouaiies to Elniiiia ia 1828. The Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missiona (Americaa) sent out u mi^ ionaries in 
1933. The fifst itdiBkmsrjr of ihe-MfiihodiM^ I^Md]^ 
Chnreh (Amefioan) hinded in idftiea Itt'^MNr. • ^N^^i^di 
Mibiion (American Missionary A«?»r>eiatT ii j was established 
itt 1841. The Sonthem Baptiat Beard aanir ottt^fint mia- 
oonair to Yoraba in lU^.^-^ll§m iit 4mi0^ 
been in active operation, increasing in strength and useful- 
nei% ever aiiioa. *' . • 

14 
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The following tabular statciueiit, gathered from mission' 
aries iu the iield and other reliable sources, will give au 
idea of the present forces and sttocesses on the West Coast. 
Wesleyan Methodist (English) : missionaries, 20 ; local 
preachers, 75; .schuul teachers, IGO; members, 18,000} 
school children, 5,000. Chnrch Mission (English): mis- 
sionaries and native assistants^ many of whom are ordained, 
120; teachers, 200 ; comiiuuiicants, 3,000; scholars, 6,000. 
Methodist Episcopal Mission (Amcricau) : missioDaries, 
23 ; teachers, 22 ; members, 1,400 ; scholars, 850, Baptist 
Mission (American) : nussionaries, 23 ; teachers, 20 ; mem- 
bers, 700 ^ scholars, 600. Presbyteiiau Missiou (American) : 
missionaries, 25 ; commnnicants, 150; schohu:s» 200. Epis- 
copal Mission (American) : missionaries, 13 ; teachers, 27; 
coramui.iL.aits, 250; scholars, 550. English Baptist Mis- 
siou: mi^ionaries, 6; teachei-s, 15; members, 130; scho* 
lars, 800. Basle Society (German Lutheran) : missionariesi 
3; members, 40; scholars, 400. American Assodatiou 
Mission (Mendi Mission j : missionaries, 17; members, 100; 
scholars, 150. Scotch Presbyterian (United Secession) Mis- 
sion: missionaries, 15. Total nnmber of commnnicants^ 
23,770. Total number of seliolars, muiiy ul wliuui are Icai u- 
ing trades, 13,950. Where, in the history of Protestant 
Christian Missions, can we find results to equal these? 
How grand are they when we consider the oppositions 
before which they have been achieved ! 

When we add to the above the 15,000 convertS| and the 
15,000 school children under care of Wesleyan, Lidepend* 
ent. Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Frencli rrotestant, German 
Protestant, and Moravian ^Missionaries in South Africa, what 
grounds has the church for encouragement ; and how arc 
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the doubts of the fearfbl, and the Bneers of the skeptio, 
garding the saooeift of Ohrutimiity in Africa, hushed into 

Eilence befuie the jubilaut hallelujahs of this blood- washed 
throncf ! 

Ethiopia thaU stretch forth her hands nnto God," saith 
the sure word of prophecy ; and to^y is that Scriptare 

fulfilled in our cyos. In agony of intense desire she stretch- 
eth forth her hands to heaven and to men tor the Imad of 
life; and from the borders of the Great Desert to the 

Southern Cape, from the Niger to the ^lozambiquc, the 
many-voiced ira^'* ^vj of a despised and neglected raoe, a 
race hitherto dead bat now straggling into lite, waxes 
louder and loader. 

Tlie (lav dawns already when the vision oi uiiiiifi|>ifed 
prophet shall be realized by triumphant nuUions: ' 



That £rom Morocco to AngoU dwelt, 

Anr! drank the }r\^er from his natiTO weQ^ 
Or roused the lion in NumUHa'a f^rovea ; 
The tribes thai sat anionf^ the f.iblcd diffia 
Of Atlas, lookuip to Atlanta's wave, 
WHb Joy aad melody srosc and emme; 
Zera awoke and came ; and £g7pt eame, 
Oaatiiig her idols into the Nile. 
Black Ethiopia, that, abadowleBt, 
Beneath the Torrid horned, roee aod came. 
Daiima and Mcdra, and the pirate tribes „ 
Of Algori, with incense came, and pure 
Ofi'eriiigs* Mmo'^ntr now the seas qo more.** 



And Afrie*8 dsaky ewanai^ 





CHAFT£R XXUL 



CBUXSZNO AlTD CKITtSXBft. 

Object of nuimtaming aa Africaa Squadron— Treatj of W^BWngUta^ 
Want of Coopeimtion— Abnms of the American Fleg^Beaaont for 
OoatfaMlng ihe AfHeen Sqnadroa—Ita Inoceaee demuded^-Com* 
plalnte of went of Pkotectioii froa o«r atkeas in Aftiee— (N^joetloiM 
to the Heintenuiee of the Squadron aosvetod-^Unpopalari^ of tlio 
Station end YHiy. 

That the navy department, execating the pleasuro of Um 

President, has since 1843 kept a force of armed reesels, 
called "The Afncan Squadion,'' on the waters of the 
west coast of Afirioa» is generally known to our citicens, but 
the bttsmess of each sqnadron is not so well understood. 

The objcctij sought to be accomplished may be stated as 
follows; To comply with a compact entered into with 
Great Britain. 

To su]>press the slave-trade, and all other forms of illegal 
tralho and piracy, attempted to be carried on in those seas 
under coyer of the American flag. 

To protect American commerce and American d:Uien8 
on the West Coast . 

To extend our knowledge of physical geogtaphyi meteor- 
ology, and anything else that may be of scientific or oom» 
mercial value. 

The treaty known as the Treaty of Washington" was 

ratified in Angnst^ 1842. We select the foilowiog from 

the Preamble and Articles for the benefit of such readm as 
su 
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may not have access to that docament *^ Whereas 

the tiaffic in slaves is irreconcilable with the principles of 
humanity and justice: and ^hereas both Her ^Tn'esty a^d 
the United States are desiroos oC contmning their efforts 
for its enth-e abolition, it is hereby agreed that both the 
contracting parties shall use their best eudeavors to accom- 
plish so desirable an object," etc., etc* 

Asencut B^Tho paHies mntually stipulate tiiat each 
prepare, equip, and jiuuumin. iii st t vicc on the coast of 
Africa, a sufHcient and adequate squadron, or naval force 
of yessels, of saitable numbers and descriptionSi to cany in 
all not less than eighty guns-— to enforce, separately and 
respectively, the laws, rights and obligations of each of the 
two coontrieS) for tho suppression of the slave-trade ; the 
said squadrons to be independent of eaoh other ; but the 
two governments stipulatinir, nevertheless, to give such 
ordera to the officers command mg their respectiTe ibrces ^.^^ 
shaU enable them most effectnaHy to aot in concert and 
codperation, upon mutual consultation, as ezigencieB may 
arise, for the attaimneut of the true object of this article," 
etc., etc., etc. 

^^AnncLS O.^Whereas, notwithstanding all eflbtts 

which may be made on tho coast of Africa for suppressing 

the slavr^ tfi^r^, thrt facilities for carrying on that traffic^ 

and ayoiding the idgilanoe of cruisers, by the firaaduleDt use 

of flags and other meansi are so great, and the temptation 

for pursuing it, winle a market can be fotmd for slaves, so 

Strong, as that the desired result may be long delayed, ^ 

unless all markets be shut against the purdbaser of African ' 

nccrroes ; the parties to i\ds ticLty agree tiu^i they will 

unite in all becoming representations and remoustrancet^^^T' ^""^ 
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with any and all powers within wliose dominions raeb 

markets are allowed to exist; and lh:U they "\vill urge upon 
all suc1\ powers the propriety ^ad duty of closing such mar- 
kets effectnally, at once and foierer.** 

So fiur as the letter of this treaty k conoemed, it has not 
been carried out. Sometimes our force on the coast has 
been leas than eighty guns, at other times more: and the 
conjouit oraismg has been from the first, in qnrit and 

letter, dead. It is hardly worth while to inquire upon 
wliicli party the greater blame rests in the non-fulfillment 
of this provision ; but it is oertainly trne, that the olgeet 
of the treaty oould be better oarried out by a hearty and 
well^understood cooperation of the American and Engli^ 
squadrons. The prevailiog indiflTerenoe on this snbjeet may 
be seen by the following statement : The flagships of the 
American and British squadrons on the coast in the years 
1855, 1856, and part of 1857, met but once, and that at sea. 
They were two mfles apart ; they recognised each other by 
signal, and by the same means held the following communi- 
cation : 

Anything to communicate 

Answer — ^ Nothing to communicate.*^ 

This was the amount of the cooperation, so far as we 
were informed, that occurred during those years. The 
comment of an Irish sailor who stood in the gangway of our 
ship while the signalizing was going on, was very much Lo 
the point : " Och, the divel I he might as well have said 
nothing at all at alL'' 

Commander Foote, of the IT. 6. nary, while in command 
of the brig Perry, on the coast, found the English officers 
quite disposed to cooperate with him ; and so ^ as he had 
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aathority, carried out the provisions of the treaty in this 
respect. That gentleman deserves much credit for the 
number of illegal trader^ captured by bim, and for the 
amount of information valuable to American interests which 
he gathered while on that station. 

Ck>njoint cruising of English and American war-vessels ia 
demanded by the pontion which, as a nation, we hare 
assumed regardiug the '^^ right of search.'' Taking adyan> 
tage of what we demand on this subject, and what, out of 
respect to our power and the fear of offending us, other 
nations win grant, any ]nrate, or illegal trader, may escape 
arrest by British, or other cruisL-rs, simply by carrying at 
his peak or masthead an American flag. Indeed it haa 
been the habit of illegal traders of other nations, while on 
the coast and in the vicinity of English or French men-of' 
war, to carry the American flag, and by this means avoid a 
search which would discover the real objects of their 
pursuit. In the presence of an American man-of-war, the 
same traders would Lear English colors, and thus escape all 
the ofiicers of justice. Conjoint cruising would nonplus such 
proceeding ; for if the suspected vessel showed American 
colors, she would be searched by the American officers; 
if British, or any other colors, by the British oflicers. 

ObserraUons on the abuses of our flag in AMca, have led 
us to the opinion that we are in error in demanding that 
vessels bearing our flag shall everywhere be exempt from 
search by British and other cruisers. It resolves, practi- 
cally, into this, that every trader who investii seventy-five 
cents in bunting, figured into stars and stripes, and floats it 
froiu his iiiasthcad, may claim American nationality, and 
immunity from search on the high seas. We have U>Q, j^ 
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fi>un(l a veiiei atiou for this emblem, of our nation's existence 
and honor, to be willing to M6 it prostituted to the base 
purposes "whkh have been enacted, under its fiur folds. 
Our position would be :i[)piu[)ilute, and doinaudcd by nelf- 
respect, if the nationality of vessels could be indubitably 
ascertained without boaa:ding; and provided that we had a 
sufficient naval foroe on every sea to which our commerce 
extends to see that onr flag sliould be used to cover only 
lawful oommerce. But as nationality is not so easily ascer- 
tained, and as our naval force is small — ^very small as com* 
pared with our commerce — and inadequate to the super- 
vision d^nanded, would it not be well for us so iar to 
qualify our position as to permit vessels bearing tiie Ameti* 
can flag &n the ieaa of the African eo<ut^ and on o^er 
waters f reqmuled by illegal and piratical traders^ to be 
mailed by the cruisers of other nations, and searched, viheit 
mtefdeian may exist as to the ffemUnenees of the nationaiiijf 
daimed. 

We have it in our power now to withdraw from the 
terms of this eompacti so £ur as the keeping of a squadron 
on this coast is concerned, or to increase or diminish our 

forces there, provided, that in case of withdrawal of the 
squadron, due notice be given to her majesty's government. 
But though we should cease to acknowledge the obligation 
of the treaty as an object in maintaining our African squad- 
ron, the second, and more important olgect, remains to be 
met, namely, the suppression of (he slave-trade between 
Africa and America. 

As early us 1V42, the governor and the provincial legis- 
lature of Virginia [uonounced the importation of slaves 
from the coast of Africa *^a trade of great mhomanlty,** 
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and dangerous " to the very existence of the Domimomu" 
From that day until the present^ the opinion has been gam- 
ing groand, at the North and at the Soatb^ that the trade ia 
one in wliich iiuiiiane, an enlightened, and a respected 
nation should not condeacend to deal. Whatever may 
be sajld of the hamanity or inhumanity of this trade in 
its early histoiy, certain it is, that for many years past it 
haa beeu carried on under couditioni) which made it the 
cause of innumerable murders^ and immeasurable snffefiog 
to an unoffending and a defenceless race. 

It is, moreover, believed by a vast body of intelligent and 
truly patriotic citizens of the South, that the iniluz, in any 
considerable numbers, of sayage Africans into the southern 
States would be dangerotu to the institutions of those 
States, ;ind in portions of them dangoroUii to the existence 
of the white race. To meet the demands prompted by 
these sendmentfl, at once Christian and patriotie^ the ohief 
executive is re4uued to keej) a naval force on the coast of 
Africa to intercept the reckless speculators, fitted out at 
Boston and New York, who, in defianoe of the lavs of 
nations and humanity, would enrich themselves in this evil* 
brooding trade. 

Since entering on its mission, the Atiican sqnadroiL has 
done much for the suppression of this traffio. More mij^' 
have been done with the same force, had it been distributed 
in smaller vessels, and had the cruises been made shorter, 
our ships have been too heavy to enter the livem ; and 
knovv iiig that he had to remain two and a half or three 
years on the station, the cruiser avoided the shore as much 
as possible. The French and EngUah employ small steam^ 
en Unr this work ; and hence their greater display of aotivity 
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in capturing slavers and cxteu^ling protection and aid to 
. lawful traders^ In 18dd, the £ngiiBli squadron was eom- 
pofled of twenty-one Tessels, eighteen of wliich were steam- 
ers. Tlio Hon. Secretary of the United States navy has 
lately ordered three steamers to the coast, which will add 
mnch to the efficiencj of onr aqoadron there. 

The American African squadron ehonld bo largely in- 
creased : four, or eyen five vessels are not enough ; and this 
increase is demaoided by the increase of American ooiii> 
merce. As the dare-trade decreases, lawful oommeroe 
increases ; and if, by nniversal consent, tlie slave-trade 
should cease to-morrow*, the increase of our squadron wonld 
■till be demanded for the protection of onr ressels and cifii- 
sens. Complaint is made by onr dtizens on the coast, and 
not without cause, that they snfTer many annoyances which 
would not occur were they Tisited more frequently by 
American men-o^war. The Africans have a wholesoaie 
dread of great guns and the bayonets of marines. We have 
been told oflen, by traders, that American vessels on the 
coast are constantly reeeiying assistance from English men- 
of war such as should be Ibrnisbed by our own. This seem- 
ing neglect does not grow out of the indilference of our 
gOTemment to the liyes and {nroperty of its dtiaens skfmd^ 
as is often intimated, bnt is owing to the smaUness of onr 
squadron on the coast, and the melTiL kney of the ships (not 
the officers) i^pointed to that station. When Congress 
puts steamers enough at the cBsposal of the F^dent to 
neet the wants of our foreign commerce, he will likely put 
some of them on til e coast of Africa. Until then onr oiti- 
xens must be thankful for small fiivors, and for the rest 
trust to good luck and kind neighbors. 
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Maoy objections have been made, of late, to the main- 
temnoe of a squadron on tbe coast of AMca, We hare 
heard these objeetiooB as presented bf the extreme political 
parties of the North and the South — the abolitionist North, 
and extremist South — and are still at a loss for an objection 
to the maintenance of an armed naval force on the cdast of 
Africa that will not equally apply to the maintenance of 
eyery squadron we iiave, except that which guarUd our own 
shores. The expense of this squadron " is dwelt npon. 
It is great — $250,000 aminally ; but this is less than that of 
any other foreign squadron. '^The great mortality among 
officers and men " is complained of j but this is less, in pro- 
portion to the number of men employed, than that bf any 
other squadron except one. But though the expenses were 
ten times greater, they should be met, if tlie honor of the 
American nation, or tbe interests of American commerce^ 
demand it. It will be time enough for our citizens of the 
interior to complaiu of the unhealthiness of that station 
when the men engaged in the service complain of it» This 
they hare not done yet; nor do they thank their country 
friends for doing it for them. Health and personal comfort 
are but secondary considerations with the American naval 
officer when duty is in question. If the hofior of his flag, 
or the interests of his nation reqmre his services on the 
coast of Africa, he will not stop to ask is it healthy V And 
to ask such a question for him, would be a reflection on his 
honor and courage. If our government has pronounced 

the slave-trade piracy (and she was the llist among the 
nations to do this), she sliould/ maintain an armed force for 
its sappression, or recede from that position* If we have 
commerce with Afiio% and ddsens resident there engaged ^ 
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in lawful pursoitg, they oertunlj deflerve proteodoiu Asd, 

be it rcmenibcreJ, we have yet to eontributc our quota of 
scieutiiic labor to the navigatioa of thoso shores. Com- 
merce, misaion and colonial establishments, naj, the oansa 
of civilization and Chnstianity in Africa, are largely depend- 
ent ou the inamtenunce and efficiency of the American 
A^ican squadron. 

We suggest to onr trading friends, tliat thdr constant 
complaining of the iiicflicieiicy of the squadron is not politic. 
Better occasional assistance than none at all. 

And we wonld remind the impmdent fnen^ of ooloniza- 
tion and nusaoos, who, for the purpose of landing their own 
schemes, arc given to commenting on the expensiveness of 
armed forces to suppress the slave-trade and enoourage 
commerce, and the superiority of the peace aystem ^* oTer 
that of force, tluit to the African squadron our missions and 
colonies in Ali'ica are indebted for their existence. With- 
draw the armed forces, and a single twelvemonth woold 
witness the destruction of every benevolent institution on 
the West Coast, except those of I.iberin ; and indeed the 
destruction of that nation would bo only a question of time. 

Hie African station is not popular with navy offieera. 
Kot that it is feared — we have no such word as fear in our 
vocabulary — but because of its expcnsivenes.s, the long in- 
tervals of news from home," and the monotony of the 
cruiser's life there. The notion prevails ezten^ely, that 
mixy officers are provided, on ship-board, with furnished 
apartments, comibrtable iaro, wines included I and uniform, 
Alas I that it is not so. And that it is not so, the lean 
purse of the African cruiser will testify. Most of the pro- 
visions consumed in the officers* messes are such as have 
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been put up in America, and, by the liine they reach them, 
the plainest £ire is high living in point of price. African 
markets are not abundant in such edibles as white men use. 
Baked bats arc very i^ood, no doubt, but they arc not 
attractive to the American taste. Parrots are said to be 
, ^« delicate," but what cannibal could eat a thing that says 
its prayers like a Christian, and screams "remember poor 
Polly " with its dying breath. A boiled monkey might 
look very well to Dean Swift, whose mouth could water at 
the thought of baked baby,** but for myself I should feel 
more like reading the funeral service over such a dish 
than dining on it. The fruits are good, but will not keep 
at sea. Pigs and poultry may be obtained at the large 
towns, but seldom in sufficient quantities to supply all the 
mesiiis. Then such pigs ! Sliades of Cincinnati porkers 
get up 1 Lank and lean as ill-fed grey-hounds, sayage and 
untamable as hyenas, they do for ndther cooking nor keep- 
ing. The hens arc good— very good ; but it is a moral 
rather tlian a muscular goodness. They are, generally, 
sober-looking old matrons, that have become lean in pro- 
viding for other generations ; they become lioinc-sick, or 
gea-siok, on sliip-board, and for want of the inspiring notes 
of their own chanticleer soon depart this li&. You may be 
sure, delicate reader, that such &ded oacklers make jfbul 
piej?. 

After hUing up with stores and water at the U* B. store- 
house in the Cape Yerd Islands, at which place is the post* 

ofiice for the station, the cruiser runs over to the coast, and 
proceeds along sliore, touching at the principal towns, and 
boarding such Americao yessels as he may meet until he 
reaches St« Paul, LoandOi or St. Philip, Bcuguela ; then he 



uiyitized by Google 



326 FESftONAL ADYSKTUUES iuND OBSKBYATIQXB. 

retarns to the Cape VerdB. This cruise genenOj aoenples 
font months— montlifl of moaotonoos duty, tedious sttiie* 

licss of Rconerv, for all African towTis nro alike in irencial 
character^ ennui, tmd debility from the heat ; and all this 
without news from home. Then hours move on leaden 
winpB ; time, precious time, is IfeH to be a burden, and with 
itH aiixicUuti hm^a lieavily on the heart. Often would the 
Afiicaa omiser, on wakbg from a dream of homOy willingly 
consent to %vipc out from the number of his days the weeks 
which keep him from the desired haven where messages of 
love may greet him. 
In memory we are there now, and live again the dead 
of the tropical calms. But time, that waits for none, 
will speed for none. The equator must be crossed and re- 
oroBsed, storms encountered and calms endured, days and 
nights of rocking and plungiDg on the dreary sea, counted 
by tlic Rcoro ; ])ut we shall make the Cape Ycrds at last ; 
the Knglish steamer, strong and &ithful, like the nation she 
represents, will heave in sight ; the American mails will be 
opened, and we shall hear, with pal imitating hearts, letters 
for you.*' lu the meantime, thank God for dreams. They 
bring the pattering of litUa feet, and the fonns of loved 
ones, and caresses of pure aiFecd(», to the sailor^ pillow 
^ — ^and the sailor's heart. 






CHAPTER XXX, 



OAFS YJftBI> lAhXJiJiB* 

The Cape Yerd UlaadB — Origin — ^Droughts — ^Popolation— Climate — Hayo 
— Boayista — Sal — Fuego — San Vincent — Porto Grande^— Amerieaa 
GraTejard — San Antonio^BraTa — St. Jago — ^Porto Praya — Untold 
Incidents— ITomovard Bound— The U. S. Steamer Jameitowa— Home - 
Again— Adieu* 

Th» Cape Verd Islands, situate between 14** 48' and 17® 
12' N. Iflt., and 22*" 43' tad 26<> 28^ W. loag^ h«we been 
long and finrorably known to the 0M&ring and eonunerdal 
xneu of £aropo and America, as a halfway houses or cara- 
TBoaenl on the seasi between the porta of Eoiope and Sooth 
Amerieai and those of America and Afiica. They are Tinted 
frequently also by the horru wanl-ljound Indiainuii uf Great 
Britain, and by American whalers. In iater years they have 
obtained some notoriety as bemg the rendecYona of the 
American Afrioan Squadron. 

The group (sometimes, but incorrectly, called the "Cape de 
Vecdea Islands" ) takes its name from Cape Yerd on the oppo- 
site ooast, 400 miles distant, and was disooYered inthe year 
1450 by Antonio Noli, a Genoese inthe service of tlie prince of 
Portnoal. The inhabited islands are ten, nanu ly : St. Jago^ 
Sal, Bosfvista (generally called Bonariste), Mayo, Fnego, 
or Fogo, Brara, Bt» Nicholas, St. Yinoent, St. Antonio, and 
Branco. Besides these there are several islets, barren and 
without inhabitantii, remarkable only as the resort of fisher- 
man and sea-bird8| and f&r Ihe grotesque beauty of their , 
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dark clifb and foam-lflshed shores, and the weB-character* 

ized types of their geological formations. These islands are 
all of Toloanio origin ; the iruit, no doubt, of the same sub* 
terranoons throes which gave the Madeiras and Canariee 
to the siiperaqiieous world. There are, however, abmidant 
evidenocfl of diisLiuct and well-marked periods of elevation, 
widely separated from each other, the last of which maj be 
referred to a comparatively recent disturbance. The bold 
clifts, and wiuJ-Jeuudcd peaks and mountain sides, reveal 
perpendicnlar dikes of volcanic breccia, protrusions of green 
stone, and beds of secondary limestone. In oatline these 
islands are wildly jaggrd ; in snr&ce, eyer3rwhere uiev«[i; 
but few of their toituous valleys contain any verdure, and 
the monntuns are generally without trees or even shniha. 
M, Noli must have called them Verde for the reason thaift 
they were ?iot green. The soil is a well-decomposed tula, 
and when duly watered yields most abundantly the iruita 
and grains of the tropics ; but ahis i they have no rivers, no 
^^foontaios aboondmg with water,'^ and rain seldom Ms on 
the thirsty fields. 

Our first visit to them was in August, 1856, and at that 
time no rain had £illen on any of them in three yean, and 
some of them had received none in four years. In iiiany of 
them the cattle had perished, and the famine-stricken in- 
habitants were flying to those in which there was still some 
food. Appeal was made on behalf of the sufferers to the 
mother cuaairy, and to America: some relief was obtained, 
but before it came, the population, which at the commence- 
ment of 1855 was 120,000, had ^en below 100,000. 

For nine months of the year, the islands are sw epL by the 
strong northeast trade-winds, and during their continuance 



Digitized by Lit.jv.'vi'^ 



CAP£ V£IU> i8I^D6. 



329 



no rain is expected ; the plants except the orchiUOy and 
olheri wbieh subsist mainly on the atmosphere, wither ; and 

it is only by irrigation that the frui^tree8 are preserved in 
the vsdleyB. During the months of Augnst,3eptemh6r, aisd 
Ootobef', the prerailing winds are from the southwM, and 
they occasionally bnng rain with them. Of late years the 
droughts have been more frequent than formerly ; and each 
suooeeding one becomes longer than the ibnner. A few 
more>8iich ss that which has just passed wilt leave the islaBds 
"without inhabitants ; and when they are gone, the world will 
be just as good aud quite as intelligeot as it is with them. 

For many years these were tike penal colonies of Portu- 
gal ; the criminals were allowed to import negroes, as slaTSS, 
from the coast ; with tliesc they intermarried, and the pre^ 
sent inhabitants are worthy representatives of this mixture 
of depravity and ignorance. FhysicaUy the Afticsii elsmiifit 
predominates; their skins arc black and theh* heads are 
kinky, and but f'>r the ruguiui ity of their features tiiey would 
pass fiyrgennine Ethiopians. The oificers of the gorenmioBt, 
many of the merchants, and the higher priests, are wMte 
Portuguese ; but llio rest of the inhabitants may be called 
blacks, without the least violation ol^ iangnage. 

The climate of the Cape Veid Istends is tn every mpest 
tropical ; but owing to the constancy of tlie trad^^iWinds 
which sweep over them, the temperature is moderate and 
nniform. DnriDg what is tentted the rainy SessOB <3ie cli- 
mate is deadly to Americans, and persiMM Mm the north 
of Europe. African fever prevails, and ii\ < [ i- ntly, becom- 
ing epidemic^ carries off many of the iniiabitants* During 
the -^revalenee of the northeast tnide^winds th(» atmosphere 
is diy and laden with dust, swept fi'om the lifeless Mi 
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inflammatory fevera are then freqnent, and it becomes the 

white-skinned stranger to be ahvars temperate in living and 
exercise, and to avoid the night air. The sanitary re^tila- 
tion of the African aqnadron, which prohibits staying on 
shore on the coast after smiset, is, and for sufficient reasons, 
applied to these islands also. 
Some of this gronp are worthy of particular notice* 

MAYO, 

which is twelve miles long and eight broad, is remarkable 
for ha\'ing but one spring of H'esh water in its whole extent. 
It is thinly populated; the wretched inhabitants make a 
scanty living by mannfitetnnng salt fit>m sea-water ; and they 
do no more of this than wiU suliice to buy com enough to 
keep body and soul together* 

The living sharers of their want are piga» donkeys, and 
goat«?. ]>y t he way, I slioukl like to know if the experiment 
of starving goats or donkeys has ever been tried. If so, 
with what success ? 

BOjLVISTA, 

(literally good view), is said to have been productive at one 
time ; at present it is almost a desert. Its people, of whom 
there are four thonsand, are always hungry, and the lean 
cattle, with sad faces and tears in their eyes, walk solemnly 
in cudlcss rumuaation over grassless fields. In the valleys 
there is some vegetation. IFishing, salt-making, and going 
to fbnemls, are the chief amusements and employments of 
the people. 
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BAT. 

IB wen known to the American trade for the excellence and 
qoantity of the salt produced there. Along the beach, on 
which the eaLtrpana lie, yaet hilk of it ma/ be Been glistening 
in the ann, like hage drifta of snow. 



FUSQO 

(Fo^o) is remarkable for the height of its central moun- 

tain, which is a shimbering volcano. It emits smoke and 
gaseoub vapors; and at niglit, in heavy weather, the clouds 
above it reflects a doll red light £rom the iires in its crater* 
Its height) as estimated by M, KerhaUet, is 2,076 metres, 

and tlie deptli of the crater 180 metres. Mrs. Somerville, 
quotiiii^ from Vidal, gives the height as 9,1^ feet. 

As late as the latter part of the last century this volcano 
was so active that it served avaloable purpose as a light- t:^ 

Louse to nuuriners on the adjacent fiicas. 

ST, VtNCafiNX 

is fivorably known to tiic American cruiser ; for here the 
English steamers of the Brazilian line deliver the Ameiioaa 
mails for the African squadron. The tfex on letHsn is one 
readily paid ; bnt this is noTesson why €he extyitiiMnt duu^e 
0^ sixty -five ccnU per half ounce should hp extorted from 
men who are serving their ochmtry on the AMcati eoast. 
Sorely they are taxed disprop o r tioiai iqt y ? and that portion 
of it which goes to our own govenuatiuL mi|^iiL well be les- 
sened, 
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The bay of Forto Grande, in the island of St. Vincent, 
affiMrdft a secure Anchorage fix>m the preraiUng vinde. The 
town, bearing the Bame name as the bay, is a eollectkm of 

small stoiit' Imts, surrounded by lulls and valleys that are 
the very emblems of barrenness. It is the coal depot of the 
EogUsh Brazilian luies, cm the local ezpenditnres of whidi 
the town ia supported^ The honses of the American and 
English vice consuls, coal agents and traders, help to gire 
it an air of dvilisation and decency. On an arid plain 
beyond the town is the American graveyard. We have 
yisited it often, but never without sadness at the fate of 
those who met death and found their long homes on so 
lonely a shore. After we are dead, it will matter little 
where earth retnms to earth; bnt in antidpatlng that 
event, it would add much to its gloom to think that the 
bed of oar long sleep should be made where the surf beats 
on a neglected shore, where the dreary wind speaketh con- 
tinually in a moumfol roiee, where flowers find no life, and 
where the angel of desolation spreadeth his wings forever. 
On meh a spot is the American graveyard of Porto Grande. 
But even here, as though kmd nature would speak to us in 
the language of hojic and liie from the midst of death, on a 
soil unmoved by swelling gems or insect forms, a few 
dwarf cedarSi emblems of immortality, rear their tiny heads 
and point us to the skies. Here sleep officers and men, 
carried off by diseai-es contracted on the coast, who never 
dreamt that a life of honorable ambition and &ithful service 
could end in such quietude and obscurity. The fence of 
the yard is falling down ; the Araencan eaG^le which stands 
over the gate, spreading his wings in the attitude of defence, 
is dropping to pieces ; and many of the tombs and head- 
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8I0116S hare Men down, Tbe saine state of things exists 
In the gravejrsrd of Porto Frays; and I am sorry to say, 

that^ coni|>arcd with those of other nations, the American 
buriai-grounds abroad are generally in a disgrac^ol oondi- 
tion» Is it true that the civilisation and refinement of a 
people may be estimated by the respect which they show 
for their dead? Our consuls abroad and the commanders 
of onr foreign squadrons might do mnoh toward wiping out 
this reproach. 

When last at this port we exhnmed the remains of Lieut. 
Henry, formerly of the U. S. navy, an accomplished, worthy 
and beloved yonng officer. They rest now, amid the dust 
of hb Ikthers, nnder the greensward of Pennsylvania. 

As we came away for the last time from that uuc iise- 
crated ground, and our feet sank ankle deep in tbe burning 
dnst, the earnest prayer was: ^'bnry me not among stran- 
gers. No, let me sleep where spring shall scatter flowers 
o'er the moldering urn, and the carolling of birds shall min- 
gle with the lullabies of angel watchers, and Mends shall 
come in the qniet evening to commnne with the invinUe 
beloved, to gather thoughts of hearen, and to learn the way. 

The adjoining island, 

prodnces com, sugar-cane and fruits; but not enough for 
the snpport of its population. 

BBATA 

has some well watered and fertile valleys, and produces 
cattle and vegetaUea for exportation to the other luliiiifliHV 
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JFortunatelj for these people, the waters around the group 
prodaoa ezoeltoat fiah. Wh»lm are taken occasioBaiijr in 
the breeding seaioii ; end the herter ynlh the wheleni pro- 
duces bread. 

ST. JAGG 

is the most importeat iaknd of the Cape Verd group. Ite 

population is more numerous, its exportotions and imports- 
tAom are larger : it is tiic port of entry to the other islands, 
has the seat of gOTemmei^ the cathedral, and the 8* 
etorehonse o£ the Afriean squadron* Porto Praya u the 
chief town. The bay of tlie same name opens to the south- 
ward, is a mile and a half wide at its entrance, and a mile 
inland* Its shores are bold and high, aad being lined by 
hnge masses of conglomerate, are ahnost inaoeefluble. At 
the head of the bay there is a sand beach half a uuie iu 
length. Here boats land, or rather stop^ and the pasm- 
gers are carried through the surf on the riioalden of the 

boatmen, or natives, hungry for a fee. The town is hmlt 
on a plateau, or table land, 160 feet high, which (on tains 
about a eqiiaie milo. Its uatife inhabitants xmmber fyot 
thousand ; Portuguese officials and other foreigners, about 
a hundred, llerc resides W. H. Morse, Esq., our hospi- 
table and energetic consul for the Gape Verd Islands. The 
houses are built on the sides of a large square; many of 
them are of good size^ and all are substantial, being built 
of stone and covered with Dutch tiles. There is a small 
market here; and beel^ poultry and vegetables, can be 
obtained in small quantities ; and besides these, some of 
the finest oranges iu the world. Water is sold, but at a 
low price. It is wholesome, but of an unpleasant flaror, as 
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it paiaes through strata of rotten limeatoiie. BeeS, water 

and tobacco are monopulicb ; tiiat is, a company or an indi- 
vidual pays the goYenuueut ao much ibr the right to aeU 
these artidefli and none are allowed to sell but hy ap|K>in^ 
* ment of the monopolist. Monopoly has this advantage 
here, that a small quantity is sold at the same rate as a 
, large qnantity) thna preventing iqpeenlaliony and potting 
the poor on the same fi>otiog with the rich. Slavea are still 

sold in St. .J:igo, and by llu' pound [it that ; but fi pouud of 
old negro meat will not bring an much as tiic more young 
and tender flesh. It may be well to remark, however, that 
this meat is not generallj eaten t The flag-ship Jamestown 
spent much time at Porto Pray a, as in duty bound, and we 
had ample opportunity of making diort excarsions in ita 
vidmty. I should like to tell you of some of these, an^ - 
dear reader, of our walks to the baobab tree, forty feet in 
circumierence, which was standing where it now stands 
when the islaafil was disoovered } and of our walk to Trini^ 
dad, where there are gardens and orange orohards ; and 
how we broke down on the way ; and how our dicruilicd 
fleet surgeon worked his passage to town on the back of a 
donkey "that wouldn't go.'' I should like to give an ao»> 
count of our visit to the andent eapital of the Idand, the 
city of Cidade (formerly St. Jago), now iu ruins ; its vene« 
rable cathedral, ruined monastery, and parish church, in 
which are tombstones which date bade to a period anterior 
to the discovery of America; and how we came near losing 
our lives on the way by being struck by a ilaw. I should 
like to tell you something of our ezoellent fiiend, the gover* 
nor of these islands ; and of our dear and pious old flriend, 
the Roman Catholic bishop of the Cape Yerd Islands i and 
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how his fot sides shook with laughter when we proposed to 
Bend him two Methodist preachers firom America who should 
do more and better work than his ibity priests all put 
together. All about these things I could tell you, and 
more besides; but I fear that jou are already weary of 
these sketches, and I know I am. 

The Jamestown left Porto Praya and the AiHcan station 
on the iir sl day of May, 1857, and entered the Delaware on 
the first of J une ; having visited over twenty foreign ports, 
many of them several times, boarded over a hnndred ves- 
sels, and sailed 87,000 miles. She was pronounced in per- 
fect order and efficiency " by the inspecting officers on her 
retam ; and I question if a better disciplined or more moral 
crew ever worked a ship : thanks to her excellent Oomman- 
dcr, J. 11. W. ; Yhnt Lieutenant, T. II. P. ; Marine Officer, 
W. L. S. ; and the exemplary lives of all her commissioned 
officers. I would like to describe the emotions which stirred 
In oar hearts as the shores of oar own beloved land loomed 
above the horizon ; the pride, the gratitude, which glowed 
when we breathed again the air of the noblest, the freest 
of earth ; the tears of joy that welcomed as home, and the 
thanksgiving of devoted hearts in oor behal£ Bat lan- 
guage Mia us. 
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CHAPTER L 

aBAKB CANABY. 

Peak of Teneriffe in the Distance — Grand Canary— Natires Visit the 
Ships—Our Oomatreial Agent— Surlkae, Soil, and Prodootions of the 
Island— Gity of Las PalmaS'-A Tiait to the Shore— Hotel, Harkot, 
Gafhedral, Foondling Asjlom, Fenude College, Clnb-room, etc. 

All tUrougli a cloudy day in the month of October, we 
were expectmg to iieai* the cry of "X4and, ho!" firom the 

Cops," and occadonallj sweej^g the ^ireitem hotmtm with ^ 
our telesoopes, looking for the giant landmark of these 
waters — tlie Peak of Teneriffe. About sunset, the clouds 
irom the south and west dispersed, . and £u* off on the 
irestem horiaon, near the plaoe of the son's departure^ the 
hnge cone appeared, clearly defined^ its broad base seemh^^ 
to rest on the surface of the now burnished ocean, and 
bearing the evening stars on its Atlantean shoulders. 

By observation, we fomd that we were dxtj miles dis- 
tant, yet so distinct was the outline, that we might have 
sccu it several hours sooner, il^ the sky had been free irom 
donds. The Peak is said to be visible, in yery dear wea- 
ther, at the distance of a hundred miles ; yet it sddom 
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bappeiis in this latitii Je, that the sk^ is entirely cloudless, 
and benoe it is bat Mldom seen beyond the diatanoe d 
or nxty tnilea, and then often the sommit of the cone alone 
is visible, peering above the clouds, wliich the luoimtoio 
attraota and holds to its sides. 

Few pictniea live more liTldly in jaemory than the first 
appearance of a land for whidi the Tojager has been anx- 
iously looking) when seen iirom the narrow confines of a ship 
teased on a monotonons sea; and from no other p<nnt of 
Tiew wUi the impreflaion be bo fitvoxahle. The nigged 
steeps and dark ravines aru lost in the distance; iiiils and 
Tales blend with each other in softened lines ; and the mind, 
absorbed in the phjsical aq>ect| £)i]gets the homaa aonowa 
and moral deformities which exist m every ftlwwA, 

Such a view was ours, on the evening referred to. The 
solitary ship, the silent sea, the darkening sky, the &ding 
glow of evening, the straggling atar-light, the deaily-de- 
fined circle of the horizon, broken only by tho mammoth 
pyramid liiiiug Irom the plane of the ocean, 

Like Earth^a gigantic Roatind, ^ 
Diteoiinhig in the aky," 

eonapued to prodnoe an impreinon that most Hvo in 
memory, a thing of beanty, for ever. Bat more of TeB»* 

riffe in its appropriate place j at present we are buimd for 
other shores. 

On the following moniingi Sunday 14th, the island of 
Grand Canary was AJly m view i we were rmmmg befiiffo 

the brisk K.E. trade-wind, and early in the afternoon stood 
in £ov the town of Las Palmas, and came to anchor in its 
open roadstead, a mile firom the abore. The decks wm 
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speedily cleared, tiie awntogs spread, all mmeceBsary work 

abandoned, and the men bcincf already in ckau dress, our 
ship assumed a quietness and neatness becoming the sacred 
day. The heaith.*boat^ bearing the Spanish enogo, aftet 
much delay, came alongside, and granted ns leave to oom- 
nnuiicatc with the shore. She was followed by a number 
of shore-boats, filled -with natives of ail ages and classesi 
eurions to see ' an American man-o£>war. They were per- 
mitted to board, and interested ns much witli tlitir lively 
prattle, respectl'ui manners and variety of costumes. They 
are more - swarthy, bnt not less robost than their brethren 
of Spain, nrach like the Creoles of Cnba, and have nothing 
characteristic in dress, if we except the knee-breeches and 
coarse wooUcn hose, sapported at the knee with brightly 
cdored stripes; and this, as we afterward observed, dis- 
tinguished the people of the country from those of the 
city, and the fishermen of the coast. 

The people of these islands, excepting the aristocracy, 
who are edneated in Spain, and the government offidals, 
who are mostly from tlic mother country, are generally 
very poor, very hospitable, very ignorant, very honest, very 
dirty, and very rtUgicm; though not nnnsaaUy moral t 
Very few of them have as yet heard of Lnther and tifie 
Reformation, and when they do, they will shrug their 
shoulders, and wish the heretic a quick passage to a place 
beyond purgatory. A few among the better informed of 
the canaille liave heard of Protestantism, but their most 
liberal opinion of it is, that it is a faith of negations — a 
creed of protest against ail the teachings of the Cht/irch/ 
believbg nothmg bnt the being of God, and having no 
practical faith in that. - , . ^ 




Digitized by Goo^^Ie 



TKBBOaXAL AJDYWSTTVBMB <AXD OUttEKVATIomL 

« 

At the British consulate iu the island of Teneriffe, we 
baptised a oknid c^fingiiab parentage^ and at tlM zafoeit of 
tiie fiienda, uaed that beastiltal fim of tfaa AioA of Aig- 

land, which requires that the sign of the cross be made on 
the forehead of the child, in token that hereafter he aball 
not be ashamed to admowledge tha fidtk of Cbriatcznd- 
^ed.** When the ceremony waa ended^ an infeell^ient* 
1 x ikiag native who was present exclaimed, ** What I do 
ProtestaQta belieTO in Christ and the eroaa ?'* Dear litlle 
Peter Swanaon. may the apiritaal sigidfieanoe of the sign, 
impressed on thy tender brow, bo the comfort of thy life 
and death I 

The flag lieutenant^ Mr. B.» went adiofe to paf the 

respects of the commodore to the authorities of the iaknid, 
and l)rought off with him our consular agent, Mr. Manley, 
whO| though an Englishman, has acted in that oapaoity ibr 
many years, and to whose kindness and^ ample ittfotmation 
we arc indebted for much of our knowledge of this island. 

Grand Canary is not, as its name seems to import, the 
laigest island of the Canary archipelago ; but was oailad 

grand^ by the disoorerer, Bethenconrt, on aeoount of the 
bravery and warlike character of the aboriginal inhabitants ; 
and it gives the general name of Canary to the group 
around, ^ugh it is but the aeeond ts siae. AK&ongli it la 
an upheaval, or elevation, of volcanic formation, it pos- 
sesses many plains and plateaus, and hills and valleys of 
gentle dopes, so that it is leas broken in oattuie» and con- 
tains a greater amount of oultiratable land, than any of its 
neighbors ; and if we except Madeira, is, perhaps, the most 
firuitM island of its size in the Toleanio syston of the AM- 
ean ooast. Its rock| embracing mainly the Tolmmio eon* 
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The soil is remarkably fruitful, and the cluaate is so 
IBmxisixLe ta Tegetsdoii, tluMii as wm iu^MRKied by com- * 
iMleat'saihoritf, two crops of msj be piodiioed on 
the same ground in one yea?. 

Tixe most popular bramU of Canary "vvine were formerly 
prodttoed in tluB iskod, but heroi ap in Madeirai and in the 
idftiidafef tlibgroup, and ftott tlie Mme omuMiIIw 
grape Laii almost entirely disappeared. Sugar cane to be 
laaiMl&ctlired into rum, and cochineal for exportation, are 
now the staple artidea of agricnlttire* The ialand is 105 
mileft in ^enmteenoe, and oontanu a population of 5Q|000 $ i 
mciuding the i 1,250 of the city. • 

The oii^ of Laa Pahnaa, £tfmeriy the <^pital of tko Canary 
lalandai and sow ilie reaidenee ef the' Boyal Coand]^ is 
situated on the southern side of the island, on a plain of a , 
mile in widUi and about three miles in length* On this 
piam, and to the west' of the eitf, atand many TeneraUe 
palms whioii nre said to hare been of thdr present height 
\s iiicii these islands were coloiiizcd, and are therefore at 
lea«^ l,5dO yearn old. Jj^om theoi the caly derived its nam% 
Laa Pahnaa bsbg literally «^the palm treea.»t From the 
anchorage, the city presents a pretty^ ratlier tibett an impos- 
ing, appearance. Tiie substantial, bqiiare-ruofcd iwuseri, are 
generally painted m aeue briljtiaot eeknv sbA hiqM.aBA.there 
an ornamented dome, or gcaeefid apiroy givsa<fn.air of taste 
to tlie picture. .... . i 

Early on the morning following our arrival, I joined i 
I^. Ck^maviattotheahonf JkaewBkgthat, witiihiai^ 
other inesdmable qnalities and accomplishment s, his t^^^^ ^--oi^^^ij 
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OQgh commxuid of the Spanish language would make him a 
▼aloable guide. We found our mj to the MtgiUh Maid 
— 80 called, perliape, becanee the Bervanto doA*t OBderaCtiid 
a word of that langaage — ^were admitted throngh a maa&iv© 
door into aa open court, around which the houae atanda in 
pore Mooriah, or Spaniali, stjlfr— which jm p inaao mm % 
conducted to the second story, which alone is inhabitable in 
Buch buildings, led into a dark room, and, when the heavy 
doora and window-abatten grated thw weloome to tke 
light of day, fotmd onndyea anmnnded wkh pMfeam 
illustrating the adventures of Don Quixot>e. We felt at 
home at once ! asked the butler if he waa not a lineal 
desoendant of the immortal ahado w>— told Jum we made tke 
acquaintance of his relative in onr boyhood, and hoped that 
by 4 o'clock, lie would give us a dinner worthy of the iricnds 
ofthe&mily. He grinned and bowed, and we velomad to 
the street Ibr a Hon hnnt. 

The city, which is l)iult with some respect to system, m 
divided in the centre by a river bed, now dry, which ia 
indoaed by walla of aolid nafloniy, nd qtamied by satoae 
bridge, the balnatradea of whieh are onuunented by w^ 
cut maible statues of several of the heathen deitiea. Near 
the river ia the finiit market; and here we loitared 
a while, feaatmg our eyes on the graateat vaaety of froila 
and vegetables thai we ever LehcUl in a market-pl ice. 
The pumpkins, several of which we lailed to liit on account 
of their weight, aqoaahaa, melona, and othor fimita of the 
gcnns eueufhUfi^ anrpaaaed any fancy piotorea wa had ever 
drawn of tropical luxuriance. Wo speak of this as a 
tropical climate, for although it b not inolnded in that 
sone which geographeta call troj^oal, ita clhnata and 
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niimil and vagetable prodnotioiiB entitle it to that dasBifi- 

cation. 

Let the reader imagiuo a small triangular court, lined 
with ftaUfli in wbidi are lieaps of aadi pnmptkiiia aa we have 
deeonlMid, oveviiimg hj ^Batoona of flmooth rose-colored 
onions, and bunches of honey dropping bananas fifly pounds 
m weighty crowd the doom and ahelvea with baaketa of 
tipp^ and pomegianataa, peara and oitroii8» peadiea, 
apricots and limes, oraugi s and plums, dates and mul- 
berries, figs and melons; and, among these, pack mammoth 
^lecnaeiia of the common cnfinary vegetablea of America, 
making room for walnnts, ahnonda and chestnnta, and 
ornament the wiiole with bunches of gorgeous flowern, and 
he wiJU have a iair idea of the market of Laa Pahnas in 
flmnmer* 

Bnt IHIIe in Ihe way of arohiteetmre ia to be expected in 

western Africa or any of its islands; yet, the cathedral 
of St. Anne, though still nnfiniahed after a hnndred years 
of bnildmg, ia a laige and beantifid edifice ; in that style 
which, in its pointed and uplifting arches, is full of beauty, 
and iQ^boiicaiiy appropriate to a temple of worship. The 
gotfaic a^e laqpeediljr reganong finror in Enrope, and finds 
admimition in America^ and the lame is not distant when it 
will be generally imitated in church architecture. 

The arched and tastefully ornamented roof is supported 
wkhin liy the lowa of eolnmna wMoh divide the interior 
into three aisles, of which the oentnd one baa a tessellated 
marble Hoor, while those on each side are ornamented with 
priTa^ attars, atatnettea and oil paintings. Of these, two, 
repranniting the omeifizion and reaorreetion of onr Lord, 
are valuable imitations of Murillo. The choir — a room on 
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the floor, itself ^te a large chapel— ooonples one end. 
of the oentral aisle, and the chancel, contnnmg the grand 

altar, which i« covered with a plating of solid silver, the 
Other. The lamp which fx^'^"* not out, suspended before the 
altar, is also solid silver, handsomely chased, and weiring 
fire hundred ponnds. We were shown into the sacristy, 
and ftUowrd to take tiic luniiture of the altar and the vest- 
ments of the priests in onr heretical hands. Several of the 
omoiflxes are of solid gold, and the chalice also is gold, set 
with costly diamonds. The vestures of the higher clergy- 
are the richest fabrications of the kind that we have ever 
seen ; one of them, made of white brocade silk, proftuely 
trimmed with a IHnge of pnre gold — the robe of a bishop— 
cuHt ov(.i live thousfind dollars. The garments alone are 
estimated at one hundred thousand dollars; the interest of 
which would snpport and edacate the poor children of the 
isl8iid« 

From hero wo descended into a catacomb, dark and 
damp, which occupies the space under the chancel, and has 
already several occupants. Including two or three bishops. 
The roof of this apartment is comj)oscd of large square 
fitoiies and stands, without arch or pillar, hy being closely 
tonguad and grooved together, and &8tened with a 
strong cement. It is a |uece of masonry worthy of any 

country. 

Going through the public square, as we lefl the catbednd, 
we paned the venerable-lookuig bishop of these islands, 
dressed in a red cloak, black knee-breeches, scarlet hose 
and silver-buckled hhoes. He was accompanied by a num- 
ber of Jesuit priests, who were dressed in long Mack 
gowns, wearing the long stovepipe bat, which here desig- 

Digitized by Goo^^Ie 



QBJkXD OAHABT. 



847 



nates that order. Wc gave tlie amiabld old man a mifitaiy 

Balute as ^vc j^assed him, which he returned with the 
unusual compliment, lifting his cocked hat, aud the stoYe- 
pipea flying up in imilataont reToaled » number of oloaely- 
■haven pates. 

A well-dressed and well-served dinner awaited us at the 
hotd, bat one oertainly more miitable to the atomach of a 
Bon Quizote than to that of an Amerioan. The odor of 
garlic met ns at the door to check the ardor of appetite. 
Garlic in the soup, garlic in the fish sauce, garlic in the 
gravy, ^KeoM^ d l» gariic, the bread, and even the deBBert» 
taated of garlic, and for days after, the miserable soent 
lowed ue, as insensible to hints as a poor relation. After 
dinner, we were visited by a eonple of gentlemen, who 
eame to offer ns, in eommon with the offioera of the ship, 
the freedom of the club-room of the city, and to escort us 
to such places as we desired to visit. We placed ourselves 
at their disposal, walked through the moat pleasant parts 
of the dty, and vinted the fi>nndling hoi^tal and female 
collcq^e. 

In the hospital there are over <me hundred children 
between the ages of a few days and Iborteen years, mostly 

females. They are here taught needle-work, reading, and 
weaving, and furnished with food and clothing tmtil they 
are old enongh to make a living for themselves. 

The insdtation is direoted and maintained by the Sisters 
of Cliiirity, who continue a kindly watchfulness over their 
wards for jom after they leave it. Of the number of 
children there mider ox montiia old, two only were in good 
health — ^this, not for the want of medical attention or good 
nursing, but because the nuyority of them are bom with 
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those cliaeaflefl wbioh are the iieritage of abaadoumeut. 
Hho ladyy wA ^ n f^ as xmtvofi of tlM CBtabliwhrnoit^ infbniiQdi 
us that of those brov^t there m infimcy, but about ten jMr 
centum reached the Seconal ) ear. The chiklrun partook of 
the eyenmg meal — oonnsting chiefly of bread aad a li^t 
broth— -while we were there ; and aa we were lesnngi thej 
were chauting, mcchauically and with husky^ sorrowfid 
notes, their hymn of thaok^ving. Between those we left 
in the npper rooms in the Tarioos stages of enia<aation» aad 
in arUetdo mt^rtU^ and those singing in the oowt bdow, we 
were >truck with a common resemLlaace in expression 
of features. Sadness marked every iaoe* Early led into 
the mystery of sorrow, strangers to the voioe of affeotioa 
and the caresses of maternal love, they are growing prema- 
turely old, knowing not the meaning of fiither, or sister, or 
home ; the affection and joyfulness of ohildhood are withevii 
ing in the bud; and with many, the pale dieek shows that 
the fair flowers are dead. Will Spring ever visit the gar- 
dens ot thui»e hearts ? has this cold world a breath of love, 
or a gleam of sonsbine, to call these dead heart-fiowem to 
life? 

Ko, not for all — not for most of them I 

So much the rather thou, celestial Light, 
Bhiae inward I" 

At the £unale eoUege, the yoong kdies^ natives of the 
islands, treated as to same snperior nrasisL We were 

fehown ihroiigli the dormitories and recitation-rooms, aud 
everywhere order and taste were manifest. The course of 
instntotion is similar to that pnrsned in our own ftnale 0(d- 
legesi bat difOnring advaatageonsly in this, that languagea 
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take the place of ^^^»^*^«m^ aad paintiiig is oanried 
beyond the vBgioa of denbing in oolon to the highly usefbl 

accouiplislinient of sketcliing from uuture. 

It WM now night ; so we joined our mesatuates at the 
oUib-roonv where we spent a {feasant hoor reod?ing ho^ 
talities from the genUemen of the city. After refreshments, 
ihti prettident ui the club oflbrc<l a toai^ To the frietiUiy 
relations existing between the Oaiiary Islands and , the 
United Btstae — ^may they exist foireferV^ This wag aa- 
fiwerod by our accomplished first-lieut<^uiuit, W. A. Danlett, 
in excellent Bpaniah ; both toa^ were followed by rounds 
of applause. A second was offered^ ^*To the Jamestown 
and her officers,** which was appropriately responded to by 
Lieutenant Commanding, J. F. AnusUx>ng, who wa3 161- 
• lowedby^ three times three." 

Hafing thus oontiibnted somethiBg toward stiengthen- 
ing tlio bonds of peace existing between our nations — we 
my tins with a good deal of Belf-oomplacoooy, readec— 
we watod to a briUiantly-lighted sqnsera near by, where a 
imlitBry band was disconrfflng artistio MUffio, and the liases 
Oi Uic ciiy were promenading. The ladies were beautiful, 
and walked exquisitely | but we beg to be excused from 
going into the nsnal ecstasies of admiration oyer Spanish 
female beaut}-. True, their carriage i« admirahtei thsJr 
black eyes soft and beautiful, but lou langnid, and lack- 
lustre, and are wantmg in inteileotaal irivaetty'} and the 
£1068 of the Spanish MAorttot will not bomptre ikvor- 
ably with, thoso of the young blonds and brunettes of 
America* 

Here, as in Bpain and the Havanas, young people of 

opposite sexes do not walk together in public, unless they 
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are itfUm^ and then, th67 are accompanied hj the 
mother of the lady, or a pradent relative. The reason 

offered for this usage is, that the sexef? have more respect 
for each other whea kept iar apart ; bat the true reason, ia 
the aoapicion of parents, who are often oonacioua of not 
havJhg set a proper example before then* children. 

We are satisfied that the degree of intimacy allowed in 
the good oureies of American aodety— -we ezelade t^^per 
teMyparvmuBy and the imitatora of the defects of foreign 
society now so numerous in our cities — contribntes to the 
selfdependence and happiness of both sexes. The unhappy 
maniagea which, statiaticiam^ tell ns, abound in Spanish 
countries, may, in part at least, be traced to the incon- 
geniality which must so oflea result, where the parties 
know nothing of each other^s personal qualities previously 
to marriage ; and also to the want of confidence in a virtue 
which has never been left to stand in its own strencrtb. 
We agree with the vicar of Wakefield, that " a virtue 
which requires to be always watched, is not worth having.'' 

On the day following our excnndon, we remained aboard, 
and on Wednesday visited the young but promising male 
college of this city, and the cochineal fields in the suburbs, 
of which cultivation we shall spesk xmder the head of 
Teneriffe. On Thursday, our officers were engaged to 
dine with Madam Mendoza Tate, a South Carolinian by 
birth, who is married to a wealthy gentleman of this 
island ; but a violent storm came up at noon, so that we 
w ere compelled to put to sea, and returned no more to 
Grand Canary, 
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BKSTOR OP THB QAHTABT ULAIIDS. 

History— Supposed, to have been known to the Anotent Egyptians— 
Soloo^a Foem— Homer*8 BescripMoa— Plutarch*8 AooovBt— Pliny's Bo* 
ference—Strabo's— Modern Discovery, 1330— BethaufiOvt^fl Expedition 
^Trangf^r to rountNieblft— Booght bj Spain— ConqoMt of the IsUnda 
—The G n anchci. 

It is highly probable that the Caxuury Islands are identical 
with those- known to the ancie&ts as the Inauke Beatca* In- 
sols FortnnatflB, the Heq^erides, and the Ides of the Atlan- 
tic. Solon, during his \ oluntary exile in Egypt, in conversing 
with beuophis and Heliopolitan, the most learned priests of 
that oomtry, was infimned by them of the existenee of 
certain islands, far from the African coast, called the Atlan- 
tic Islands, which he, after his return, described to his 
eoantiymen in a poem, m which much iancy united with a 
few&cts in producing a florid and extended description. 
It is not certain that iiny iurther information regarding thein 
was obtained between the time of Solon and Homer ; it is 
even probable,, that all Homer's knowledge of the abodes 
of the blessed'' was that wlueh had been transmitted irom 
Solon, of wliose brother he was a descendant ; and it may 
be that this inimitable fancy sketch, which is the last and 
only unflniahed work of the immOTtal poet, is but a re-dress 
and an expansion of the poem of Solon. 

**SUfnk winter snaHes on that •nspiofons eBme, 
The fields aie florid with uiSidiiig piins: 

m 
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From tlie bleak pole no winds inclement blow, 
Hold the round hail or flake the fleecy snow ; 
fiat from tbe breeiy deep the bleat inhale 
The fragrant marmuTB of the western gale.** 

OOTBi. IT., Pcpe^M TVORt. 

Diodoras SiealuB tells of an ulmd in the AUantio 

which the Carthaginians discovered in one of their explonir 
tions ; but from the sise ascribed to it — larger than Asia 
or A&ica^ — it is more probable that it was the Amerioaa. 
continent than one of the Canaries. 

It is supposed that this group was known to the Phceni- 
dansi for whom it is dxumed that thej oircomnavigated 
AMca ; but we moat remember that^ in travenang this re- 
mote region, we are where history and fiotioii, fthle and 
fact, aie iiisepanible, and aU is wrapped in beclonded un- 
oertainty. It is also to be taken into eonnderation, that in 
a system of formations sach as that represented by the 
islands of 1 lu African coast — which is nndcrlaid by actire 
Yolcauic Ibrces, and where evidences of elevation and erup* 
tion of eomparatively recent ori^pn are not waating-^fllaada 
may have existed two or tJiree thousand years ago whleh 
are now submerged. 

Coming down to the time of Csasar Augustas, there is 
evidence that something was oertainly known of Ishmds in 
these waters, to tJie descri)itioiis of wliich the Canurie.s will 
nearly answer, Plutarch thus describes them : The For- 
tunate Islands are two in number, and are at the distanee <^ 
ten thousand furlongs from the Afnean ooast. Rain seldom 
falls there, and when it does, it fiills luodorately : but they 
generally have so^ breezes, which scatter such lich dews, 
that the soil is not only good for sowing and pbnting, but 
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iqpontaiieoiuly parodaoii the moet creelieot froitSi and thoBO 
in BOoh abimdanoe, that the mhabitants have nothing more 

to do than to indulge themselves in the enjoyment of ease. 
The air is always pleasant and salubrious, through the happy 
temperature of the seaaona and their inaenaible tranaitiona 
into each other.'* Hie nomber of these ialanda and the 
description, so far as it will apply to any terrestrial abode, 
seem to point to the Madeiras ; bat as there is no evidence 
that that group was inhabited pr e r i oBsty to their modem 
discovery — ^if we except those traces left, doubtless, by ship- 
wreciiLed mariners, and upon which the story of Machim 
may have been £>anded^we must aappose that he refers to 
the principal islands of the Canary gronp, TenertOTe and 
Grand Canary. In giving their position in relation to the 
African coast^ he seems to have been governed by a rule 
whioh many Do wnp£asten Icdlow in sailing their veisds, via;, 
Inek and gneasing. 

The elder Pliny speaks more definitely, and considering 
tliat in those days sextants and chronometers, Innar and 
steOar aLtitadea, and great eirole sailing, were not yet in 
embryo, we must make allowance for the slight errors of 
his navigator in reporting latitude and iongitade. 

He says: *^The Fortnnate IsUmds were discovered by 
Jnba, who thna describes them. The first island, caUed 
Ombrion [we may suppose that the names were given by 
Juba], has no traces of buildings. On its hiUs is a piece of 
standing water. It bears treea resembling a femla, ftom 
whidh ia expressed a water, bitter, firmn the dark species, 
but from those of a white color, pleasant to drink. [Pro- 
bably the sap of some spetiea of pahn.] Another is oaUed 
Jnnoniay and on it tfaare is one fittle boiUUng of stone. 
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Kear this, there is a smaller ouc of the same name. Then 
Oampirariii, full of great Ikarda. In sight of them is Ka- 
Tftria, taking its nsme irom perpetnal snows, and oorer^d 
with clouds. [Tenerifle nn«wors to this description. It ia 
generally sorroiinded hj clonds, and the apeK of its vokanio 
cone, called the Piton, being composed of fh^mentaiy 
pumice of a very light color, has, when the suTilight falls 
upon it^ a whitish or snow-covered appearance.J Mext is 
Oanatla, so catted from a mnltitade of dogs of great siae, 
and traces of habitation ap[>oar there. As they all aboond 
in plenty of apples, and birds of every kind, so this abounds 
in date-bearing pahns and the nut of the pine-tree.'' We 
did not see them, bnt were inibrmed that in some of the 
islands there are pines which bear a pleasant-flavored nut. 

Strabo's supposed reference to this archipelago, we find 
in his geography in these words : ^ The iabled apples of 
the Hesperides— the Uplands of the Blest they speaV ot, 
which arc still pointed out to us upposite Gadcs [the ancient 
name of Cadiz], and not fiax distant from the extremities of 
Manrusia.^ 

From the decline of the Roman empire nntO the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century, western ^Vfrica and its 
islands were lost to the dvilised world. Generation after 
generation of these inoffensive islsnders passed away in bliss- 
ful ignorance of that dvilization, before which they subse- 
quently ^appeared, and in tke proud belief that they were 
the largest and most important body of mankind. 

With these, as with most, if not all, of the leSands of 
Africa, their jnodcm discovery was the result of accident^ 
a French merchantman having been driven there in a gale, 
in the year laso. France was indifferent to the nemij* 
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fiwad territoiieSy wliioli were hm by ligbf of diwoYery, and 
ihey are lost ngfat of until near the middle of this eentury, 

when wo finri them in possession oi Pupe Clement VL, who 
makes a grant of them, with the title of king, to a Spaniard, 
LofUs de la Cerdaii on the oondition that heahould cause ^^the 
Goepel to be preached to the nativee.** We do not find that 
any equivalent was received by the Pope for this grant, other 
than the promiae that the Goapeiahonld be preached to the 
nativee ; and thia deiire fbr the oalvaidoii of an obeettreraoe, 
and the fiprcad of tlie principles of the Gospel, deserves men- 
tion as a redeeming trait in one whose character, a« drawn 
by Proteatanta, ia marked only by miaempidoiu cupidity 
and the love of loxnriona ease. The death of Oerda, which 
was soon followed by that of Clement, prevented the exe- 
cution of tills scheme, and the ialanderslivedon in nqbroken 
* tranqnilUty to the ckMc of the fourteenth century. 

In the year 1400, John de Bethencourt, a Norman baron 
of means and cnteipribc, lilted out a small squadron at 
Bochelie, for the porpoee of taking poMeasion of, and set- 
tling in, these islanda. He suled firom Rochelle that same 
year, and arriving at the island now eallcd Lanzarote, lie 
landed without opposition trom the natives, and formally 
took posMsnon of it, and anbseqnently of Foertovfioitn, 
Gomer, and Hierro. 

The pacific an J conciliatory character of his measures won 
for him the good will of the people of these islands ; they 
readily consented to his tenna of residenee and trade; 
granted him extenmre possessions ; and on lanzarote, i^o- 
rant of the use to which it would be allerwards applied, 
assisted hia people u& bnslding a ihrt at Balneoa, and 
in the erection of a bhnrch, called St MarciaL The other 
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isliuadSy ef^peciallj Grand Canary and Tcneriffe, ressted his 
appfoao hcg * 

From Don Henry king of Castile, be obtained a for- 
mal gmiiL ot the cuiii c group, and the promise of a^Hsistance 
in reducing all the islands to his authority. Allcr a resi- 
dence of nearly ten yean, during which tune hia colony 
prospered, and bia benign govenunent won to him the at- 
tachment of hia own people and the confideuce of the natives 
of the fiiendiy isLanda, he retnmed to Spain to provide a 
more extenidve ayatem of settlement, and to arrange mea- 
sures for the reduction of Grand Canary and Teneriffe. He 
lefl the govemmeut iu the hands of his nephew, Mason dc 
Betiienconrt, who, for the kind and just meaaorea of hia 
nnele, eabatitnted harshness and deception* He spent bia 
time in arranging and working secret attacks against the 
non-conforming iBlands, for the sake of booty ; and stealing 
men, women, and diildren, and ahipping them to Spain, 
sold th«n as slaves. In the course of eight years, he became 
an object of disgust among even his own people, and fearing 
that he was not ahogether safe among them, he sold the 
grant, whidi by the death of bis nncle had fellen into hia 
bands, to a Spanish count, named Xiibla j and going to Por- 
tugal, soM it again to that government, for a possession in 
the ttewly<4iscoTered Madeira. Nieblawas supported in 
hia tiUe by his crown, and Portngal fiuled to seonre ber 
daiin to the Canaries. 

For sixty years, the colony in Lanzarote continaed to 
exist, domg little more than to establish itself more firmly 
in Ibe friendly islands, and making occasional, bnt nnsuc- 
oessfuli attempts towards an establishment in Grand Canary. 

The eharaote of the ialanda waa now well onderstood in 
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Spain; their extent, climate, and prodooUonSi exoited the 
eovetoimien their Catiiolio majestiefl» who eompelied 

Goreraor Diego de Heirara to eell bis ebdm, tmderthe pre- 
text that he could never subdue the natives, and allowing 
him four millions of moravedt^— ^15|000— the group 
added to the Spanish crown. 

In 14 77, a thousand Spanish troops wen; liindcd on the 
shores ol Grand Canary, and pitched their tents among the 
paln^lreeii which waved oyer the site of the eitj of Las 
Pahnas. The native warriors^ nmnbering over £nir thon- 
suiiU, allacked the invaders with chibs and spears, fighting 
with a bravery worthy of a noble race ; but the diseiplme 
and firearms of the soldiers prevailed, and the Qnanohes^^ 
retiring in good order towards the monntaina, left many 
Spaniards and three IiiUKlred natives on the field. Liku the 
aneient Britons they fouid eeeohty in their moontaias, and 
occasionally descending in fonys to the valleys, were vie* 

tors hi many skirmishes, and took many prisoners ; but at 
lengiii, alter a six years' war, they submitted, on eundiiion 
that the rank of their princes should be respected, and that 
the possession of personal liberty and effects should be 
secured to all. This event took place on the -l»lU ui April, 
14B3, and the day of "the great pcnf^^" is still annuaUy 
celebrated in the churches of the island. In 1487, Grani 
Canary received the titie ofkiugdomfromtheorownof Oas- 
tilc, and was rated a bishopi ic by Pope Innocent VIII. ; and 
in 1515, Las Palmas received the title of rppi^y, and was 
constituted the capital of the Archipelago. . 
The war with Tcncriffc was now vigorously prosecuted ; 

* OAd **€hiaBobi%** liroai ^'Ctaan,* wUoh in their Imgaage rfgniaes 
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the chief, TwMome^ wat made prisoner and sent to Spain aa 

a trophy, where he died of a broken heart. After many 
bloody Btnigglesi the bcave Guanehea of Tenenffia mbBaattad^ 
but they were oonquered by the porfidy of Akmao do 
Lugo, the Spanish cuiuiuaiidcr, ratlicr than by force uf 
anna* The piisojiers taken in the wais were traD^;x)xtied aa 
davea to the marketa of Bpain; the renaiiimg natiTOB were 
gradually reduced to a ocndilioii of aaildem; a H&w inter- 
married with the lower classes of the Spaniards ; and by the 
middle of the aeveiiteenth century there vaa not a pwre- 
blooded Gnanchy to be fi>nnd in the idanda; and Spain waa 
in peaceable possession of "the abodes of the blest.'* Tlie 
population continued to increase in wealth and nomhcrB^ 
nntil the preaent deoade, and in nnmbera still eontinnfle to 
multiply ; but afaioe the fiulnre of the wine-crop, which had 
become the stai»le of their agriculture an J commerce, heavy 
losses have been experienced by capitaliaU» and labor la le«a 
valuable among the poor. 

The islands are sev^ in number: Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Palma, 1 uertaveuturai Gomera, Ilieno,'" and Lauzarote, 
ntnate between the parallda of 21° ao' and 20'' 30', north 
latitude, and Id^ and 17^ west longitude. Hnmboldt, at the 
close of the last century, gave their population as less than 
160,000. We must admit, reluctantly, that that reUable 
trayeUer was miataken, aa the population haa increased but 
dowly in the past fifty years, owing to emigration, and the 
popuhition at present is over 218,000. This, with other £icts, 
we obtained from official docunents at the department of 
goTenment at Santa Cm& 

* At one time the geographers of all natiotia counted longltuii from 
thk island, bat at pvesaat U ia nsad onl j bj tha XhHob fiir tUt parpwa. 
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' The mother country has done but little £oi these islandA 

during a oentmy, otber than to oppress tliiiBiiiider the plea 

il of government ; yet, in all lier warn, they haim been lier 

ikithful idlies, and are still the coultjuitiii vi' her 1km e, 

her porerty, and her hopeless mdebtedness. The present 
popnlatioBy iUSsAor (BlandeFs), as they tenn thettiselyes, 

' arc, as has bceu mtimated, of Spanish descent, containing a 

UtUe of the Norman Freucii Wood kdiei iu 1 irpm the Beth* 
enooturt oolonistfl^ and in parts of Tenerifio iihiaiidcy tetolea*. 
are traeeahle among the lower dassesL Hiey are enterpvia- 
ing and industriouH; uiiJ uiiJer ii system of government 
more iavon^ie to the deyeiopment of gouioa and labor, 
wonld be a most thrifty popolstioii.*' 

Th^ earliest reliable aoooonts of theee idands repreasnt 
them as jjcopied by an athletic raco, of dark-cuiiipicxiou. 
Straight hair, and regular ieatures of iloorish oast; whose 
men weremnsonlar, aotive, intelligeflt^ andbiaTei and whose 

women "were not lacking in beauty of form. 

They know uothuig, nor had any tradition, ol the migra- 
tion of their aneeston to these islands, and snj^xMed their- 
own the largest oomitry la the world. The questioii of iMr- 

origiu has been iruitful of conjecture, and on the subject 

* Tlie govcrnraeut of the inlands is vested in ft Junta, orrojal audience, 
composed of five or sovcti nicmbora appointed by the crown, over whom 
the governor-general presides. The decisions of thia court are final in 
all cases, except tiioao relating to real estat**. The judicial tribunah) be- 
low are the courts of the alcalde major, and iLc uLaldc; besides these there 
i.s in each village and rural district an alcalde, whose powers are Bimilar 
to those of a Georgiii justice. TbflMOffioeM ire all appointed bj iht 
rojal ftudieiMe, and bold Uwir comwSaAam^U'ilh» |>t>www of the govwr^ 
nor-generd. It is evident that whaSeTtr may bo tbe thm <ii thia goreni. 
menli tb» people utt be gailiieM; entf^ltai#betfef«r eadi^d in elber 
resp•0^ tb«7 Aie oerlslnlj Ikie ft«si *^tbs Stw ' 

^ r i 
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wliioh has <foeii]>ied Buch imnds as Blnmenbach and Hum- 
boldt, one not daifmng to be a savant is expected to say 

but little; tins little is, that we sec no unanswerable objec- 
tion to, but many iscts for, confiidering tliem a branch of the 
Atiss fiunily. 

The languages of the serenl isiands were closely allied, 
sliovviiig a recent origin in a common tongae, and of these 
between one and two hundred words remain to us : these are 
mostly snbstantivea. On oompaxing tiiese Gnandiy worda 
with the language of the Touariks of the Great Desert, it 
has been found that many of them are almost identical with 
those used by that tribe to denote the same things; and 
when we conrider that the language of the Gnanches was 
unwritten, ;in<l nllow for the physiological effects of 
in modifying articulation ; and allow also, on the other hand, 
Ibr the changes which in the conrse of centuries take place 
in the language of a nomadic tribe, the wonder is, that so 
many of the few Guanchy words remaining should now be 
recognised by theTooarik. When we add to this, the main- 
tenance in ixmmon of certain ideas and customs, such aa 
fattening young women on mflk before giving them in mar- 
riage, nslDg hot butter as a salve for wounds, their prefer- 
ence for a pastoral life, the absence of idolatry, and others, 
the argument for a common origin is strengthened. That 
origin was doubtless in the great Berber family. The 

when" and the how " of their migration hither remains 
to be answered with such questions, as the ab ^pio of the 
ten lost tribes, and the appearance of the Asiatic on the 
American continent. 

The inhabitants of Tenerifie believed in one God, whom 
they called ^AohoraOt the sustainer of heafsn and earth.** 
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They worshipped standiug, lifting their hands towards hea- 
ven in sileaoe. The natiireB of several of the other islands 
iil0o^ were monotheists, who regarded the Divine Being ae 
ommscient and compassionate, the rewarder of virtne, and 
avenger of sin, and to whom, they made sacrifice by pouring 
oat goat's milk. The inbabitanta of Hiem recognized a 
male and a female divinity, who were worshipped by the 
corresponding sexes. Some of the islands had image repre- 
sentations of the Deity, and, ixom this £ict, travellers have 
spoken of them as idolaters. 

Each island was governed by a prince, whose honors were 
hereditary: sometimes two ur more jiriuccs shared the same 
island, in which case stone walls marked the lines of the di» 
vision. When a new prince came into power, a few yoong 
persons were allowed to sacrifice themselves in some mode 
of death, to secure the divine fiivor for his reign. Theprinco 
showed his appreciation of their patriotism, in favor towards 
the snrviving relatives. The laws were jast and severe ; 
murder was punished with death; and to minor personal 
injuries, the iex talionis applied — " an eye for an eye, a tooth 
Ibr a tooth." The Gnanchea were not polygamists, and were 
ronarkable for virtue. Ramsey, the historian, teUs ns that 
the " virginity of every bride was the property of the king, 
and that both parties considered it an honor when he con- 
descended to datmhis right;'* hot this doesnot accord with 
other ideas and practices of th^ domestic system, nor can 
we find any good authority lor this custom. 

Indecency towards afemale was a serious offence promptly 
punished. A man meeting a woman in a solitary place was 
to leave the road, or to turn his back as she passed, nor to 
look at nor speak to her. The natives of Teneriffe reeog- 

le 
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niied tbree cUuses in sodety, oorreaponding to nobles, yeo» 

men, aiid laborers, and the gradation is regarded as of divine 
appointment. Their wealth consisted in ^ocks of goftU, on 
the breeding of which they bestowed so mnch saooewfiil 
attention, that their meat is said now to be superior to Welsh 
mutton. They did but little in the way of agriculture, yet 
they had wheat| and several varietieB of puJae ^ they lived in 
caves, or houses built of loose stones ; drcBsed in cloaks and 
shoes of dressed goat-skin, to wluch the women added a pet- 
ticoat of rude woof in goat's hair. 

The dead bodies of princes were embalmed, and^ with the 
nobles, were buried in caves. Several of these mummiee 
have lately been found, in a Btate of perfect preservaticm, 
and so light, that a deuudcd body weighed bat a few pounds. 
Their mamier of embalming was like that on the banks of 
the Kile, from which some have inferred their Egyptian 
origin ; but Blumcubach has shown that the coulbrmation 
of the skull denies the identity, Kear the town of Orotava, 
in Teneriffe, there are several caves which contain skulls and 
other boues, some of which we have seen, but we are not 
competent to a comparative anatomical description of them. 
Two were brought home by one of the officers of our sqi^ 
dron, Lieutenant Johnson, of Georgia, and presented to Rev. 
Dr. Means, of the Augusta Medical College ; and it is to 
comply with the request of our honored Mend, that we have 
been thus particular, and perhaps tedious, in giving an ao< 
count of this remarkable r.ice. We owe the tioctor this, and 
more, but will he not acknowledge our " one good turn," 
by giving us a note on the skull in his possession ? Such 
observations on the &oial line, the capacity and characteria* 
tic developments of the cranium, as the doctor can make, 
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would Uaow nmob light on the mental ehaaraoter and antliro- 

pological relations of this extinct tribe ; and thus let science 
contribute her quota of light on the things of the paati 

f The historio Muae from tee to age, 
Through a ivmm, iMin-iidMiiiQg 
D0ih timee ik» rgcf of auuo^ 
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CHAPTER m. 

Approach to Santa Cruz — Fishery on the African Coast— Catching Fish — 
The City — Our Conmil, Col. Hart— His Death — Intolerance of Spaolih 
liomanism — A Word to Caterers — Character of the Canarian — A Festi- 
val — A Daj*Dream — Nelson's Defeat — Camels— -Cochmeal and its Cul- 
tivation. 

Thb white sails of the fialmig-boats whkli dot the wstos 

in tlie vicinity of Teneriffe, beginning at the anchorage off 
Santa Crus and stretohing to the southward and eastward^ 
give an air of life and enterprise to these waters, and be- 

speak ii iiiYorablo im]>ression fur tlic island which sends 
them. Ibrtb. The iishing-ground, which begins here, extends 
to Cape Blanco on the coasts and runs northward along the 
AMoan shore for fire hundred miles, affording profitable 
employment to the Canary islanders, wlio hold it in exclu- 
sive possession, sostained by the crown of Spain. Along 
the ahores of the isLands, the fish, though abundant) are 
Binall ; but nearer the mauiland, cod, bream, and other large 
fish, valuable in commerce, are taken in large quaiitiliesy 
and hundreds of tons are annually exported hence to the 
mother country: but such are the foolish restrictions, and 
heavy excise duties imposed by the government, that the 
fishermen are not the party who e^joy the greatest benefit 
from this valuaUe fishery. As we float among these tiny 
boats, it is qnite amnsing to witness the wholesale and dex- 
terous manner lu which the small fry are taken. A circular 
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bi^-net, of fine brass wire, suspended from a stern-pole, is 
lowered, a few feet into the water; the fisherman then 
throws around k a qiiaatlty of finely diopped fiah, and 
gradnally baits the diy school into his net, when a jerk 
briogs it to the surface, and a dextrous capsize throws the 
aUyery flatterers into the boaU Hundreds are often taken 
at a draught, mostly of the pereh fiunily, with an oeca8i<mal 
rock fish, and that delicate bouchee of epicures, tlie biche-le- 
mar. At night, the fiahernien keep lire in theii* boats to 
attract the fish, and these lights serve to guide yesselB 
coming in the dark to a safe anehon^. 

We made the h\nd last night, and put the ship under 
easy sail* It is now morning ; Santa Cruz, situated at the 
ifoot of an inclined plane^ is fully in Tiew, basking in the 
early sunlight like a fiook of sheep yet undisturbed by the 
shepherd. The surface of the country to the east of the 
city is remarkable for its wild and broken aspect, it being 
composed of a group of distinct natural p3nnnttid8, rismg 

from the level of the sea to tbu lu ight of sevend hundred 
feet, and standing with as little order of position as if some 
great despiser of systems had thrown them together to 
gratify his lore of disorder ; or as if this had been the bat- 
tle field of those angels wiio, quoth Milton, . < ; > - 

FlxMjk'd t&e leslsd hiU, sod b j the alisggy tops 

Uplifting, bore tbsm b ibeir lumds." 

To the north and east^ the country, less broken, rises to a 

central ridge, or mountain chain, which trends in the direc- 
tion of the Peak, but breaks betore it reaches the system 
which is crowned by the giant o<me. It supports an ixf^- 



Digitized by Goo^^Ie 



366 PEBSONiLL ADVEMTCfiSS AJXJ) OBS£BVATIONa. 

lar plateau of fertile land, on which ^eat, bariey, BOgsP* 
^aae, and eoclnnaal are prodooad in hmrianl liarveala. 

Out good h anehored, the blD of health accepted, 
the compiimejits of the commander-in-chiet acknowledged, 
aalulea iied, and we ara ftway fi>r the ahere.*^ We landed 
at the mole mniKntaHaed by the defeat of Lord Kda^m and 
his gallant l an l, in IT^^T ; and proceedmg under the arch 
of tho fort which guards it, entered tiie city. The atars and 
atripea^ imring from a baloooy near the landing, mariud 
the rei&deBoe of onr conan], CoL Hart ; we called, as in dnty 
bouiid, lo pay our worthy countryman our respects, but he 
waa too mok to reeeiTe Next mommg, the aad tidings 
came that he waa dead; and that evening we comnitled Ida 

remains to a grave among strangers. A note of the funeral 
of so distinguished and worthy a citizen may not be out of 
place here. 

At 5 o'dooki rjt^ a militaTy prooesnon was fcNtned» 

under direction of Lieut. Bartlett, and marclied in Polemn 
order from tho English Hotel, where the deoeaaed had re^ 
aided, to the grareyard in the atibnrba. Onr band and a file 
of marines marohed beftnre the coffin, which was carried hy 
four geameu, supported by six pall-bearers, led by the chap- 
lain. The bearers were two oommtssioned officera of our 
ship and four foreign oonanla, resident in the ialand. These 
were followed by the surgeons, otio from our f^hip, and a 
surgeon of the Spanish army. These were followed by a 
number of onr officers and Spanish officers of rank, with 
the foreign diplomatists ; then by a nnmber of ordinary men 
in full dress, the master's mates bringing up the rear. The 
moiio and the noTchy of the occaoon attracted a crowd of 
street loungers and beggars, who embarrassed onr progrsas 

Digitized by Goo^^Ie 



allotted to Engli^ dtiseafl Imrial piirposeSf>'feli9 Miob 
nisslied ill, completely filling it; nor would the) per- 
emiMt oat^ until oar thonglitM ea|>tAia of mariues put Im 
mem.aMfdngh ft gM Hwa ii v r e prepMgtory to img te«Me» 

which the cruilty crowd interpreted «» prepMlkiM Ugllillit 

themselv ei^, and instiii)4i^ gave way* 

So stioiig ii the popwlftr Dppowtot t»^Petoifc»nliiiiv tm^ 
tiuit itWM'ftdtised tknt tiM eiiiqfll^ 

form as an officer on the occasion, raihtjr ihaii tlif black 
gown and white cravat generally u»cd in performing divine 
eenHne. To tfaui the ehaplain oonaented, m obe^esoe to ihe 
i)eiqiifl8t'of Ins inperior offieer; nor were kb exlMtstioii 
and prayers less fervent because made in full-dress uniform ; 
bat oertftinly that is a depteable state of pttb^oiifiHrtinfcta»t, 
or ^Tather^ we ehoald iay^ of publie ig&oraiioe« mA piipit- 

excited prejudice, which demands such^ thin<; , and th^is 
an inHiientive go\eiiiment which will allow iiH bubjecis to 
be treated with sneh Bu%ttlties. . It 44 Ifrm^ tbat^in most 
Romia OaHi^o eoontilee^ Aneriean Pk^otestants maj^ iu»t 
bury even their highest representatives entirely according 
to their own forms; and wiiero it lias been dune ip. a^y i 
degtee^ it was by bmowin^ Ikig^^ ehapel8|.£ngl^ 
yards, and English ptoteetion. Is it not hkfK iam^iSm we 
Avere deiiiuiidiug of such nations, in beiiiiU ui uur subjects, 
the same Ikber^in reli^^iia^obsem&fisethat ^ipmt to 
thsir stilijeets amoag nst < 

Col. Hart is known in America as the asH^or of several 
xcspectabie woiki. He had btseu ibr two yeaia <uir l i pre- 

seotatinrB in the Caaaty Jihinjli^ wJtfc^ to ftM» ap4 aeakios 
Mea awsa te iha f mu c ^M ||ftjbit«mla of bis flag, 

f&is flag».«saft 

Digitized by Goo^^Ie 



868 FKB80VAL AOTBHTl 



AMD OBSBByimOHB* 



Ibr him the respect and confidence of his diplomatic brethren 
of other*court8. 

Santa Cmz ia a compact dtj, of iloBfl^ pnaon-lika hootm^ 
built in true Spanlah atyle — ^Mooiiafa^ strictly s]>eakbig — 
coutauiiug a population of twelve thousand souls, and 
abundantly supplied with wind-milla and macaroni altf>ps» 
unfiiiling characteriatica of Spanlah Uawm* Tha cental 
square of the city, coyered with amooth flag-Btonee and sur- 
rounded by fine buildings, presents sax imposing appearance. 
It contains a monument of Carrara marbla thirty feet in 
height, composed of a pedestal, surmounted by a female 
figure, which is siirrouudL'd by statucLlos of cherubim, wliidi 
was built to commemorate t/ie appearance qfUiA Virgin at 
Cbimisay, in the year 1392. 

The city contains a cathedral, and churchea whose ntoi- 
btr 16 liomewhere in the " teens." TJie cathedrai i^ a vener- 
able, unsightly, moss-grey, tile-corered pile of stone and 

mortar, in the stylo of but I am forgetting myself— the 

editor of a popular soulheiu newspaper says " we plaiii 
readers are not interested iu church architecture and the 
like.'' What a graceless set plain readers must be 1 We 
commend us to the clemency of His Holiness of the triple 
crown: Ora pro nohu! Let Ub add, liowever, for the 
comfort of those interested in the ghostly welfare of these 
sunburnt brothers, that there are in this city over six hun- 
dred monks and i)rio8l.s ; exactly one ecclesiastic to every 
twenty, children included ; and besides a nun to every forty, 
for the spiritual comfort of the bachelors. With sudi a 
moral police as this, it may be expected that the moral and 
spiritual liealth of the people is abundant and robust. It 
may be so ; but to our eyes, the moral developmfiuta did not 
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reflect much credit on the means ; and, to use a common 
ha% rignificant expreaaoii, the spiiitiial vere only "as weQ 
as eenld be expected.*** 

Vessels bound from Europe to the iiiJies and South 
Amerkiis make a baLf-waj hovae of Santa CnuB, whim they 
atop for water and freah proYidoiia, ml in lonner - jean 
made an addition of Canary wines to their stock in trade. 
With the English and Am^icau cruisers of the A&icaa 
coaati tlus ia a j&^Torable irecndtbg atatioiii whea their c^ewa 
have been weakened and dispirited by long expoauro to the 
hcuL of the tropics. 

The markets of meats, fruits, vegetables, and poultry, are 
therefore encouraged, and the prioea, thoogh in adyanotf of 
the Madeira markets, are not extravagant. CSaterem of 
passenger ships and men-of-war might lay in their salt fish 
to adyantage here, as the cod is of superior qoality, and the 
toBsariey when properly dressed, is said to equal the sahnpn 
in flavor. 

In coming here li'om ]VIadeira, we were struck with the 
^fferene» of manners which exists between the lower eliwes 
of Fnnchal and those of Santa Croa, and the comparison is 

favorable to the former. " Take away all the good quali- 
ties of a Spaoiard,*' aays a travelier, and you^ have a l:for- 

* Tfab ishnda m divickd into two bishopHoi, wliieh t«0etti*f eontain 

fifteen convents, over thirty monasteries, and more than four hundred 
regular clergy, or priesty, who have cures. The monkd ate ituiuerous, 
but more decent in appearance and manners than those generally met 
with in the domiuionH of Spain. They arc even said to be tolerably 
mora!. One was pointed out to me «i old Spsnish resident m being 
**<|aitas gentlemen,^ I walked MM« lfaftaqasie,w^dai7c^MM8aBd 
took a cireAiI flttttej of hinu 
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tugaese.'* We dissent in Mo irom such a definition of their 
reUrtiYe merita. The Poxtaguese is ratber obseqnioiiBy it l« 
Irne, and there is an indepcndenee in the bearing of the 
Spaniard of the Canaries which is more pleasinsr to the 
American taste ; but, as with the lower classes of America^ 
impodenoe too often takes the place of that ad^re^ieot 
called independence. At present the Spaniard is the more 
enterprising} but the Portuguese is equally lioncst and in- 
dnstrions, and more liberal hi his Tiews of politici and 
religion. 

The lower elassos here arc very obser\\ant of rcliirioiis 
rites. Every fanuly has its patron saint, to whom one day 
in the year is dedicated in festiTitiesi and the aaints* days 
of the church are regarded witii as mnoh rererenee as tibe 
Sabbath : though to the credit of Santa Cruz be it said, the 
stores are not opened on Simdaj until the afternoon, and 
many of them remain dosed aU the day kmgl 

Our first visit to this port included the festival of St. An- 
thony, the patron saint of the island. High mass was cele> 
brated at the cathedral ; the soldiers attended in fhll dress; 
the streets were thronged with conntry people, the men in 
best knee-breeches and brightest vests, and the women in 
gay calico dresses and hooded shawls of white flannel, 
trimmed with white silk ribbon. We went to hear the 
oration or sermon of the day, delivered at the cathedftd by 
the most eloquent priest of the city ; but our interpreter — 
one of our officers — ^was so taken with the nnn-like costume^ 
or the bright eyes of the peasant laoaoi, that he gave na \mt 
little of the discourse. We gathered, however, between 
our eyes and ears, enough to assure us that, from the 
American stand-point of pnlpit doqnenoe^ it was dry aaA 
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proBflio. The seU-possession of the old gentleman excited 
HIT' envy. He Btoj^d at intervals of ten minutes to take 
ttalF and seraieh tep new ideas — an ungraceful gesture, we 

thought — and always resumed his discourse with marvellous 
freahness. From his success, we recommend these expedi- 
disnta to those brethren who are so much opposed to pre- 
pared discourses," yet so frequently at a loss for ideas. 

The aroma of crushed myrtle and cedar, and other frar 
gimt* taavas,' wHh wfaUdi the streets and churohes were 
strewD, the holiday appearance of the people, and other less 
defined associations, reminded us of camp-meeting and 
scenes of -true spiritual festivity in a State far away ; and 
whfle the preacher- progressed with the glories of St. An- 
thony, we were hni^nhig the effect upon his unmoved 
auditors if Alexander Means, done in Spanish, could pour 
Upon them his wikt, torrent-like eloquence, or if we could 
call up the finished and impressive orator, Alfred T. Maun, 
or inti o<lu( o I'ierce — tlic old man eloquent — wilh his incan- 
descent words of revealed and philosophical truth, forcing 
their waj to the heart Uke the red-hot missives of heavy 
ordnance, Te swits of paint and canvas I how these naves 
and aisles %v uuld ring with the shouts of spiritnal rosnrrec- 
tionl Kor could the potent Antonio himself command 
the peace. What have these to do with Teneriffe ? Pa- 
tient leader, they were there — ^not each in proprid persondy 
but as certainly there, in the memory and imagination of 
the writer! 

This day is also celebrated as the anniversary of the vio^ 

tory over Lord Nelson. The English flags, secured in eases 
to the altar, are displayed to the people, and the English, 
aiEid heretioa generally, are tikned without stint or penance. 
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It wan here that Nelson lost his arm and seven himdred of 
his men. 

At midnight, on the 24th of July, 1797, he attempted to 
laud a thousand men on the mole and beach of Santa Cmz, 
with the hope of taking the city by surprise ; his approach 
was discovered, and when within range of the guns of the 
forts, ho was met by a deadly fire. Through the destmo- 
tivo Iiail, and the heavy surf, his brave men pressed on ; 
many of their boats were dashed to pieces against the mole, 
losing men and ammunition ; the powder was all destroyed, 
yet morning found a resistless remnant of near three hun- 
dred in the central square of the city — the Prado— with 
torch in hand, ready to destroy the town and perish with 
it, rather than surrender to their enemies, by whom they 
were now completely surrounded. Knowing their despe- 
rate determination, the governor consented for them to 
return to their ships, to restore their prisoners, and to fur- 
nish them with boats in which to leave the shore. The 
prisoners, a few scattered companies taken on the beach 
during the engagement, were liberated, but their flags were 
retained as trophies. This is the victory annually cele- 
brated here — a defeat which reflects more glory on Nelson 
and Englisli sailors than the victory of Trafalgar. 

Camels are extensively used in these islands as beasts of 
burden, and in Tenerifib they are the main dependence in 
transferring merchandise from the ports to the interior. 
Curious to see how these ships of the desert navigate among 
hills and valleys, we started in company of half a dozen, 
with their drivers, for the old town of Laguna, four miles 
in the interior, but soon became tired of their slow pace 
and left them behind. In going up or descending the gen- 
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tlast alopesi they Utk and veer like a ship betting to wincU 
ward, and thoagh quite eenaible to Idndneaa and flattery, 

cannot be coaxed into a quicker pace, in ascending or de- 
sceuduig, ikm, about a lailo to tJUe iiour, and j£ laden with 
more than five or inz bimdred poonda, groan and complaui 
at every atep. They are of the Arabian, or one4inmped 
species, but certainly arc not " swiH of foot," like tlieit an- 
cestors, ^^the dromedaiiea of Midian and. Ephah/' They 
are ahaggy, ungraceful, yet majeatio-looldi]^ animala, and 
among the stony roads, steep hills, and scant herbage of 
the Canary Islaucis, are out of their native eiemeui. 

Before reaching oar destination, we tnmed into a oao- 
tos field, where a munber of persons in pantaloons, short 
sack-like gowns, aui bU:n\ li;its, were gaUiuiing cochlucaJ. 
We approached the nearest operator, preparing, as we 
went, a &w qoeations from onr small stock of Spanish ; 
btit imagine the surprise when onr good day was 
answeied by the sweet *' Buena^ A5e/ior," of a young bru- 
nette. 

Dear reader. If yon are a very modest man yon can Ibnn 

some idea of our embarrassment. We stood in the pre* 
sence of a full-blown Bloomer, a Lucy Stone fully shed — 
we apologxaed, through onr gnide, for the intmsMOy imd 
proix)sed to withdraw without further question but she 
laughed heartily at the joke, and soon wo were sur- 
rounded by her companions, ail of the same sex and dress, 
who htughed at our modesty, answered oar questums, and 
sued for a fee, which we met with a hunch of cigars, 
They gladly accepted the present, and, as we left them, 
they sent ub away with ^ m«rry song« When we reached 
the road, the work of dislodging the many thorns gathared 
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Ill <nur tkirto, showed m tbat, at least in the cactus fields, 
woffioi have good reason for "wearing the breeches." 
The ooehiaeal iBsect^ or €oeu$ eaeti^ k ft Bpedes of the 
oooofl) ^ft genus of heiiiiptenui huecte, hftving tlie snoitt 

or rostrum in the breast, the antenna? fiUform, and the 
posterior portion of the body furnished with bristles." It 
li ond and purple, and when iully grown, is of the nse of ft 
grain of wheat. The body is marked with transrerse 
wrinkles, or depressions ; the antennse are one-tiiird the 
length of the body ; the legs, on the inferior anterior por- 
tion of the body, are black, smooth, and seemingly, bat 
little adapted to locomotion, and the wliule insect is 
covered with a white, pollen-like dust. To desoribe it in 
more homely terms, it mneh resembles ft half-grown oow 
tick, and when first broken, the secfelion which contains 
the coloring matter resembles the blood (?) of that 
insect. 

There are two Tarieties of these ins^t«, produced, doubt- 
less, by culLn aliuii : the r/rana sylvestria^ and the grana 
ftna. The former are the small wild insects, and the latter 
the insects cultivated for commerce. The males of the 
C. cacti are in proportion to the females as about one to a 
hundred and fifty, are iurnished with wings, and contain 
but little coloring matter. 

The female lays a great number of eggs, and soon after 
dies, leaving the process of incubation to the warmth of the 
atmosphere. The cactus cocMniilifer^ upon which the in- 
sects live, is cultivated in rows four feet apart, with a space 
of two &et between the plants in the row, and on ft rich 
light soil will attain to great height, but it is kept down to 
three feet. 
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The harvests ore three in the year, for the cultivated 
▼ariety, when.ihey are Bcraped from the surfaoe of the leaf 
mth a doll knife or |nece of iron hoop. They are then 

killed, either by exposure to the heat of an oven, or by 
being dipped in scalding water, and afterward dried in the 
aim. 

The varietiee of codimeal known in oommeroe as the grey 
and black, are produced by the process of idiiing j those 
killed by the dry heat retaining the white powder already 
deacribedy whieh g^vea the mass a grc3ri8h hne, and those 
scalded, losing it iu the water, assume their natural purple. 
Two-thirds of the weight of the insects is lost in drying, 
and it is sapposedthat about 70,000 are necessary to make 
a pound when dry. Cochineal has been extensiyely used 
in dyeing, and although chemistry has Buppknlcd ii in the 
lac dyes, by a cheaper material, the demand for it is still 
miabated, and while it commands, as it now does, a dollar a 
pound in the first market, it will be ooItiTated with profit 
in these islands. 

It is the opinion of the capitalists here, that cochineal can 
be made as profitable to the laborers and land ownera as 
was the grape, for which it has been snbstituted ; but the 
sun-bamt isknos, wiiosc smoky huts are scattered among 
those desolate-looking fields, where once the vine dropped 
its fiitnesB, and spread luxuriant shade for the gambols of 
their tawny children, and the evening sieata^ of the sires, 
arc longing and praying for the return of those harvests 
when wine flowed in rivers, bearing joy to the poor and 
gold to the rich ; and when the light labors of three-quar- 
ters of the year prepared them to harvest the fruits, hikI 
tread the wine-press of autumn, with songs and merry- 
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mikingy and when the benevolent Baodme leUeved labor 

of its curse. 

In Inxtiry and ease, in pomp and pride^ 
Think these lost thomes uuworthy of your ear: 
Such themes as these the rural Maro sung 
To wide — ^imperial Rome, ia the full height 
Of elegance and taste, bj Greece refined." 
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* TENJOOFn— OOimJiUJU). 

Btert foff tiM BNilt*-Oiir Hoimb ud Qiiid^-Jtr<3uilin of Eknte Ote 
■"City of Tj>gwn>F^Ftowew on theHoQio4ops->Historic«I AMOciaiions 
— ^PopuIition^A Sacrilegious Painting—An Agricultunl JMltrict — 
Threshing and Ploughing — Backward state of Agriculture tecounted 
for— Is Contentment always a Virtue ? — A Glimpse of the old Basaltio 
System — A Case of Conscience versus Appetite — A Wandering Jew — 
Ancient and Modern Portions of the Island — ^Botanical Garden — Dragon 
Tree — Orotava, etc. 

R£AD£By have you been ia the tropica — m the tropica in 
nud-tftumner, when the son of nooB waa to exactly OTer-' 

head that the shadow of your immortal self was iodaded 
in the circuraferonce of the leaf of your straw hat; when 
all the philosophers ia the world oonld not have shaken 
your conviction that the ann ia a ball of fire, and you per- 
sisted in the belief that he is much nearer than ninety-live 
miiUons of miles, despite the showing of your mathematics; 
when the ^Inminooa atmoaphere" theory waa answered 
with a pehaw t for yon fiU fire ; and the aphorism that 
"fignres do not lie," was met by an incredulous shrug, mid 
a may be not I" If so, you can appreciate the heat and 
brightness of the day in Angoat when, in company with 
Dr. S. R. S., the writer left the dusty streets of Santa Cruz 
on a journey to the summit of the X^eak of TenerijOTe^ by 
road, forty miles distant. 

Throvgh the Idndneas of our exoeUent finend, lifr. LeBrmi) 

m 
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of Santa Craz, we were furnished with letters of introduc- 
tion to Professor Smyth, astronomer royal of Seotlaad, wlio 
was then on the hdghts making <istronomical oheervatioiu ; 
and to her British majesty's consul for Orotava, Mr. Good- 
all. We hired a guide and two horses at the rate of five 
dollars a day and provisionfl for man and beasta, and monnt- 
ing to our crazy saddles, at 9 A.v. took np the payed road 
for Laguna and Orotava ; the former four, and the latter 
twenty ttiiles distant. Onr liorBee, ftbafandaaoml, were 
modest, 8abdaed4ooking creatures, that seemed to luiTe 
been trying the straw-a-dny experiment, with a biiglit pro- 
spect of soon joining company with the immortalized nag 
of Walter Scott in the wide pastures of nonentity. Yet, 
they were the best that could be hired in the city. Our 
waiking-sticks were soon in reqnisitiun, anil indications 
came early and fireqnently that we should both ride and 
work our passage to Orotava. We intimated to the goide, 
who was owner of one of the horsefi, that we were not 
much pleased with his stock, but he assured us that they 
were blooded animals," and though not rery £wt| were 
safe and docile; Safe they were,lbr they despised such in- 
sobrieties as cantering or fast trotting ; and they were obe- 
dient to perfection to the word whoa!" What our horses 
lacked in embonpamtf Jose made np. He was a stalwart 
^iehfio^** with the arras and legs of a Hercules, and the 
activity of a greyhound ; unusually good humored and 
obliging. He kept np with the horses all day, ran up the 
lulls, and whistled or sang along the plains, indifi^Brent to 
the roui^h roads and hot sun. Like his eountrvraen, and 
the dwellers in hot oountrios generally, he seemed to hare 
no care for the morrow, and with the prospeet ef five doU 
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lara and a good supper at the eiose of the day, he was per- 
taoAf bappy. 

Tfab road isfireqaeiitly eiilivened by the scarlet petticoatB 

and gay songa of the olive-jar carriers, who, iiaving de- 
posited thttr heayy loads ta Lagoaa and leoeived a pittauoe 
for the labor, are desoendhig to their homes in Santa Oma 
with light heads and glad hearts. Women are used as 
beasts of burden in transportiug these fragile oommodities 
aoroBs the iiioimtaiiis»aod the w«ght they eany,OTer roads 
too steep for wheeled carriages^ is astotushing to Amerioan 
eyes. I counted forty of these earthenware vessels on the 
head of one woman, and she, se^uingly, over forty years of 
age \ yet she toiled up the steep hills with a brid^ and 
steady step, and when at the end of her Journey she re- 
ceived sixteen cents instead of twelve, the pay for an ordi- 
naiy load, she went home to her swarthy brood with a 
boiunding step and a eheiofhl foee* 

Think of this, ye who, strangers to the simple annals of 
the poor, talk of the hardships of life in the excess of luxury 
and easel Think of it, ye well fed, well paid, yet disoon- 
tented laboreis of the States, who, from yery abundanoe, 

forget iLe Jigaity of labor, and disturb tlic \ iituous cheer 
of an ix]idastcious life with restless aspirings after posiUons 
of idle ease or eorrapting wealth 1 

An hoards .ride brought us to Ziagana, the eldest town 
and former capital of the island. It is situate in a hollow, 
or shallow basin, of the irregular plateau, whieh we bare 
already described as oyerlying the great oentral ridge of 
the island, and is 2,220 feet above the level of the sea. The 
tradition handed down from the Guanches, that its site was 
formerly ecoH|^ed by a lake or pool, is cenifirmed by the 
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order in deposit which the surface soil presents. The houses 
are built of stone and covered with Dutch tiles, into the 
crevioeB of which the windtf that vweeip these hills oenlinii- 
ally have carried fight eolli, which, meisteiied bj the hunid 
iiUiiosphere of this location, give vigorous life to tricbo- 
maues — species of tern — wall flowerSi house leeks and other 
plants^ which grow so luxuriantly ss often to oov«r entke 
roo&, and form a.striMng featnre in aTiew of the torwn. 

It was in this vieiiuty that the long and bloody wars be- 
tween the Gaondies and the Spanish inyaders were hronght 
to a dose* At a conncil, assembled on the plain nnder a 
flag of truce, the representative of the (launches asked 
Captain Alonxo, " ^® invaded their country without 
provocation^ and carried away their cattle and thw peo- 
ple?'* he answered deceptively, that his object was not to 
conquer them, but to make them Christians. Tired and 
wasted by the protracted war, and with the hope of obtain- 
ing rest from their too powectbl enemies, they accepted his 
proposal, and the host of rude warriors bowed to receive 
the baptism of the church. It was a fatal step. The sym- 
bol of new life and liberty became to them the yoke of 
bondage and destrnction ; and Alooao, se^ng that the tii* 
umph of Spain was now sure, sanctified his unhal]o\ved 
means by building a chapel on the spot ; and around it, in 
1406, laid ont the city of Lagima. Hie present popnktioit« 
composed mainly of shopkeepers and traders, who buy up 
comitry produce for the shipping merchants of Santa Cruz, 
with a few artisans and a swaim of idlers, indoding fevr 
hmidred monks, nmnbers abont nine thonsand. 

On market days the tuvvii ] resents quite a business as- 
pect i camds and donkeys with well filled paniers of grain 
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iad Tegetables, throng the diuitj streets ; crowds of coim- 
trjQMD, ia brosd-torimmed wooUen halo, sporting cords 
•ad tassels whieh hang down tbe hBck^ and coarso Unsey* 

woolsey small clothes, fastened at the knees by knots of gay 
ribboBSi owMpy the sidewalks and nomeroos wiaiMhops ; 
all smokiDg'pttpelitoS) and ftU efaaMering-»i onee^ Hke ft flock 

of monkeys distnrbed by the cry of a jackaL The beggars 

are few, aitU uiius^uaiiy laudest. 

In the old send weU-boiit cathedrsiL there is * painting— « 
copy from some bold Italian inatteF^wbiok riiows the ex* 

treme into ^^Jiicii symbolism will inevitably nin, when not 
held sobservieut to a aoripturai anci spiritual religion. It ia 
an attempted repreeentatkm of the Trinitj^we dbnost 
shudder to write it — In which <xod the F«ther is represented 
by a venerable oUl iiiau; God the Soii l>y a young man, 
wiiose &ce is deeply marked with lines of sorrow ; and the 
Holy Spirit by n white pigeont encirded by a halo. Onr 

own Longfellow could not avoid offending, in some - ree, 
the DdeliDgs of relined and sincere Bible theists, wiieu he 
represented, in the shikio wy lines of poetry, the 0reat Spirit 
of the Indian by an old man smokittg a peace-pipe. Some 
show of excuse may be offered for the poet who "would 
thus embody a legend of savage thought^ but what apology 
can be offered for this enormous ezcresoence of a mortWy 
OA ergmwu symbolism f Who that reoeiyes* the deCaloguo 
as an exponent of Divine Will, can pardon su paipable a 
violation of its spirit and interdietioBS-*cir who in chnsten- 
dom is so ignorant, so weak ininteOeot, aate^be assisted in 
his conceptions of an omnipotent and unchanging Being by 
the picture of an old man with a grey beard; or to gaiu 

any reahsation, spiriciiai or mlellcetnil, of the Afflatus that 
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of a pigeon? They who can profit by such a repi^ieiitation 
ace aot^ leUgioiiai jr, a liiigie etop ia advanee of the idol- 
wonhipping naTage; and to auel^ eon waoft to Mohamne* 

danism would be an elevation. Yet, the yeoerable instita- 
tion which arrogate to herself the title of ** Spiritual Light 
of the World," heier aad is mm of the ohacohea of Italy* 
bangs this brilUant ezpresnon of aaorilegioiM thought about 
her altarw ; and that not merely as a sviubol io assist the 
conceptions of the ignoraaty bnt as the exponent of a de^ 
nite idea of the penoneltty of Deity. Pardon the digres> 
sion, dear reader ! Our blooded nag, Ready-to-halt,** pro- 
grets6cs so quietly up the gentle hill that leads Uom Laguna 
to Orotava, that moraliih^ ia easy, eqpeeially <m thia sab* 
joct ; and have, where the mighty xnonntaina arand m, 
towering above the clouds, and the boundless vista of surg- 
ing ocean, impreea us with the inuneasorable grandeur of 
Eternal Fowen 

We poraned our journey aeroM the high plains oter tiie 
excellent road which connects Santa Cruz and Laguna with 
the hamlet of Viotoria and the oonatry beyond. The fielda 
on eaoh nde had lately been reaped of a heavy orop of 
wheat, and at a farm-house on the road-side, a few miles 
from Laguna, we witnessed the operation of threahuig aiter 
the jaoanniir of aoomt Egypt; the aheaToe being qtread on 
a smooth floor of hardened earth and the grain trodden en* 
by oxen. The mode of ploughing, like the threshing, is at 
least two thousand years behind the age, the plough is of 
the fioman model, haa one handle, a oonlter of wood lipped 
with iron, and is drawn by an oz. The ploughman holds 
the plough with one hand and guides his aiowly-moYing 
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animal with the other by means of a long switch. The 
grouud is thus furrowed to the depth of three inches ; it is 
afterward croflB-plougkedi, md polTerized on the sur&ee by 
being harrowed with boshes. For angar-cane and oaetuSi 
the ground hrukeji witli an iron mattock, and, as in Ma- 
deir% to the depth of eighteeu inehea* The soil ia hoh^ and 
the cUmate highly ^vorable to Tegetation ; yet it ia every- 
where mauiiest that agriculture is condncted on the least 
khorioud ftttd least proiitable system. Everything that costa 
money b avoided^ as &r aa possibLe^ eyeo in the pttnofaaae 
of farming tools, and for the reason, that the tillers of the 
ground are not the owners, and, insecure in their temporary 
pof^-sefisiou, make no outlays not immediately, remunerative. 
The operative £wrmers, as a elaas, are very poor and without 
enterprise; their highest ambition and hope are, that, after 
meeting the exactions of landlord, state and church, they 
may have enough left to furnish the sheer neceasitaes of 
life, without thought of educating children or pi*oviding for 
the wants of old ago. Wlien we speak of their iana-houses, 
let not the reader picture to himself thr^ nrat dwelling and 
surrounding bams of a New England £uin, nor the airy 
mansion of the southern planter, with its duster of white 
cottages or log cabins, but a square low buildmg of stone, 
thatched with straw ; l^hted by one, or, at mosti two wiit>^ 
dows, in whose broken panes the old hats and oaafe-off gar- 
ments of the family do service in excluding air and light. 
The floors, like thobe of tiie Irish peasantry, are of earth, 
hardened and pohshed by the steps of piany generations ; 
and, as in the hvta o£ the ^^oiM eoanthry," smoke-stain 
supersedes the necessity for black paint iu hiding dirt. The 
destraotion of the remains of feudalism in these islands 
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mnld infiue a new life Into tlieBe impcovide&t and eaaa> 

loving rustics, and crown these fruitful hills with perpetual 
harvests. Their future, however, is not promising of such 
a change, for Uiey have learned to content tliemsehreB in 
abjection, and even to be oheerfal and light-hearted in tiie 
position of slaves to men of their own blood. There is a 
contentment which is certainly a virtue, and there is a con* 
tentment which is as certainly a viee^ for it inToives the 
stagnation of progress, moral and inteUectnal, and draws 
its life from the grave of the noblest aspirations of our 
nature. 

At a point some fifteen miles from Santa Cms, we de- 
scended into one of those inclined valleys which, openiiiLr ou 
the nortliern nhore deejily indent this range. The denuded 
sides of the yalley, in which a nnmber of men were quarry* 
ing rock, repealed the syst^n of cohunnar baiak, "vrhiciiy 
superposed by beds of breccia, tufaceous, and ferruginous 
oarthsi underlies the range and plateaus which we had just 
crossed. We gathered here a few apecimens of basalt oob- 
taining crystals of olivine; the doctor gathered his first 
specimen for his Alma Mater ^ the University of Virginia, 
and £>Uowmg his example I gathered one for my adopted 
mother, Emory,*' of Georgia. Ksing thence, we Ibund 
ourselves among decaying old vineyards, and flourishing 
young ones; cactus fields and cottages, embowered iu 
shrubbery, and where bare stone walls, <Hr straggling hedgai^ 
rows of prickly.pcar and briers mar the fiuse of a magnifi* 
cent landscape. The young vines, still clinging to the 
ground and laden with fruit, seemed firee from the disease 
which, in the course of three years, has destroyed most of 
the vineyards of the iislaud. Our conversiiliuu naturally 
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turned on thia snbjeot, and proving the correctness of Do 
Quincey^ obflenration tbat» ^he wiio talks ozeiif will think 
oxen,'* we talked grapes and thotight grapes, and at kn0h 
desired grapes. But how to get them 4 No house within 
quarter of a mile of the road, and no one m tiie fielda — a 
poor duuMe to buy, but a good one to steaL The docUir 
intimated to Jose that we were out gathering specimens of 
fruits as well as rocks ; he tuuk ilic hint, and houiid^iJ ovc^r 
the six-lbot wail like a stag, and in a momcut reinnied with 
a doien bancfaes of rioh pnrple malagas, whose Inaoioiis 
juice and slijrhtly acid pulp, were as grateful to our parched 
lips, aud dust-vexed Uiroats, as water to travellers iu the 
desert. The eighth commandment ooonnred to ns as having 
some bearing <m the qnestion, but we met it with a ibr- 
tuuate recollection of a Jewish 1 iw which pcnidttcd the 
plucking of grapes in passing through a neighbor's viae- 
yard. €ktting orer the wall, in this case» presented aa 
obstacle in the way of a satisfactory conclusion ; btit in tho 
meantime the grapes disappeared, reoderiiig lUrtLcr debata 
unnecessary. Cases of oonscience are generally decided, 
practicslly at least, in fkvor of the appetites ; and certainly 
nice points of conscience stand a poor chance for u iicaring 
\¥heu grapes like these arc in question, tiia stm is olondiess 
and vertical, and lips are sonbnmt and dry. 

In the conrse of the afternoon, we overtook a lame and 
hea\il} laden camel, whose driver made signaia of tiistrcss 
for tobacco, or snuf^ and lifted lua hands in wo^^begone ex- 
clamations when he fi)nnd that we had neither. There is a 
fraternity among tobacco users that is ;iuperior to social 
caste, A beggar may aak a prince for ^^a ohew/' without 
giving offeaoe» and the appeal is met with a matter-ofooMa 
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oomplianoe* Lt t tho reader elaborate this suggestion-* 
tob&flco oontiibuttng to nniTmal brotherlioodT-^od ke mt^ 
And ft good argument for the use of ^ the weed \P 

Kiirtlior on our roa<l we overtook a traveller on iiorse- 
baok, wboM hone was Uideii with two hnrge boze% one on 
eooh Hide of the eeddle. Ae we eame v|s he ealiited m 

Spnnisli, ]>ut perceivinL^ tliat wo understood but little of his 
lai) iiugo, bo proceeded in peculiarly accented French, of 
whiob we undonitood but little more. We gatheredi howe* 
ver, that he wet a Jew, who had resided many years hi the 
provinces an a ])eddler^ and was now on a trading tour. On 
expressing surprise at finding one of his race m this out^ 
tbe>way |^aoe« he aaawered poetioally^ the Jews, like the 
windH, are everywhere." He might have added, and overy- 
whero examples onndustry, thrtili and sobriety. 

We regretted that his slow paoe would not admit of our 
keeping company, and that we did not better understand 
his language, for he was full of that information regarding 
the country and its people, which was one of the objects of 
onr jonmey. Seeing that I was suffering ftom the eflfects of 
sun in my face, for I was imprudent enough to leave tho 
ship in a uuilbrm cap instead of a straw hat, he kindly pro- 
posed to give me hia umbrella, and seemed sorry that I re- 
fused it. 

Turnini]^ an angle in tho road, Orotava, surrounded by 
green fields, bursts into view, a thousand feet below us, and 
ibnr miles distant. The summer vegetation through which 
we have passed is npe, and witherincf before the dry hot 
winds of August ; this around us is still full of sap ; and as 
we descend into the lower and more level country aromid 
the Orotavas, it assomes a venial fMhness. Tide may bo 
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iittribBfe0d» la pirt^ Id tlieprotMioB ftom tlie trade-winds 
iplMi a Iwge pofftkm of these lower lande enjoj ; and, in 

part, to the occasional showers which in the dry season fall 
irom the clouds which are attracted to the vicinity of the 
peak; flBdrtoA«v to the rtretBie wlilehTariegate iteeiir- 

fim. Wo' ere pas!!in*» into another r^*i, geolopcally 
speaking ; and wo pass witliin the circle oi the loimer 

aotioB ol^tlie pMky which now reave gigmtb^prepoftioM 
ehore iu» we a«e ehaoging tbe eU upheaval iTiieMttbrsiefw 

face which is evidently tho product jo ti of subarial volciiiiic 
action, and which stall bears the ircshness of ito youth. On 
the older fennatloBe^ over wfaioh we ha^a traveHedy the 
harder lavas p r e sent » msty, deoompoead exter ior -; the toA^ 

ceous earths arc iu dome places so decompos tl ;ii to have 
formed a teaaotous day, and have long been ripe^ though 
still miproring hy ^MntegntiQai and deoayv llie esed" of 

the sower. • . • , 

As we apj'i I lii ^h Orotava, thu expuaed lavas pn.stJii :l dark, 

smooth^ and olean exterior; the aeoria e eows soil is blaok and 
hanh^ Sod though gooetally pi odnetiTe^ is, hi some piaoaB» 

too young, and too little decomposed to be cultivated with 
profit. The dark and barren hills ia the rear of Oj^otova 
are heaps of Toloanio^derB in slow piooeas of deesapMl* 
tion. This modem formation, faowerer^ is quite sapedhnal ; 
for in some plai^ along tiio Bliorc, and, a;^ \vu were told, in 
some deep Yslleys not Irani the haseei the peaki there 
are evidences tha* this* ^iteB,i esoeplng ihs^ haw^edialle 
vicinity of the volcanic foci, is undt rl ii l by a continuation 
of thn older and iq^beenred iqrsteni oi the isiand* 

The eity of Orotava k eottpeead-ef tlTOr towns, a mile and 
ahatf apart That aitqate o» the aaa sh o re is called the Fort 
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t^ktra t<>getber, p<^oTitk)n numbers about twelve 
thonjaod. 

den of niuch HnmboMt ipeaks m> iKupeMj. It was esta- 
blia^ed 3e¥€otj years ago, xad eoetain*^ nureplaiils fiontbe 
ladiB^ Soldi Ahmuii0A| sod Afiioib l^temoBiivd^tyvmi- 
VMI pitama^ bat, aotwitkiliadfaig, giTw cfidenee <if 
decay, ari.i the want of adeqnate attention. The object of 
Its foiader, tlie Marqius de KaT% scorns to bave been to 
tetltUfMrtioii ofthe aocibttEtkmaf fdnte 
flosydiied in Hke spmt of its fiMmdcr, its floni 'laiisl]^ wocdd 
have been eitensive, and light would have been thrown on 
mmj qnsstions of botany; 
Aaumg the natiTe growths of Tencriffe, tiw drtgoii4Me, 

of the genus dractxna^ forms a striking object. In its youngw 
days it resembles tho Spanish bay<Miet>tree of the southern 
States^ but in more sdwioed ago ssnds teth kmg bsro 
arms tnm its npper portkm, each snmoiiiited with a orowB 
of bayonet-shaped leaves. Its sap, when dried, produces the 
dragon's blood of comuieroe. The age to wbidi it attains 
is matter of oonJeetQie; it is Imown^bowever, tliat Hs years 
are counted by centuries. One is still standing in a pri\ aiu 
garden at Orotava, which was of its present dimensions, 
forty feet in dreomftfenoe, when the j^NUiards first vislled 
the isb&d, at the dose of the fifteenth eentnry. To sndi 
trees Pliny nkay have referred, when he described some of 
his time as intacta cevU^ ^ cangmiiomimdo «ntoaehed 
liy age snd bom with the world. 

If Texas bad beennearer^ we should have thought on enter- 
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inf OroUyatluitthepoiNikdoiihad enugnte^ ThoboniOB 
ware ahut up, grais flouriihed in the Btreete^Buoephaliu 

and K( :uly-to-lialt pricked their cars at the sight — and after 
riding iDto tlic paved court oi the hostelry, welmi to wait 
some mmateB before the sleepy-looking waiter oame to take 
our portemanteauB ; and then he was going to take one at a 
time, but the doctor thievv some very emphatic English 
worda at |pni» whieh brought him to bow and Boratch like a 
French dandng-master, opened hia eyes, and gare him 
strength to carry aU our traps at once, and canes to boot. 
Having performed ablations and ordered a dinner, miuaa 
garlioi we tnmed out finr a walk^ and to present onr letters 
of introdncstion to Consol Goodall. The city waa jost wak- 
ing up from its evening nap. Mr. G' lodall w as at liomo and 
received ua cordially ; walked with us through the public 
8qnare» now enliyened with mantle-coTered figures of ladies, 
and the msty coats of moustached, clever, half-pay looking 
gentlemen ; went with us to a livery-stable — save the mark 1 
gare na the use of hia flaent Spanish, in engaging fresh 
horses and guides (Josefs ^blooded animala** were too 
sale ") — returned with us to the hotel, and g;n «^ di tailed 
orders for provisions for our journey — called alter dinner, 
and chatted an hoar with us over a glass of ale, and other- 
wise served us ; but most of all were we grateful for the cor- 
dial manner in which he performed these offices of kindness. 
At dinner, by advice of a physioian^I saved my pledge 
drank a glasa or two of Canary winsi and filt 
better. 

Having to start early in the morning, we practised the 
inse nuudm early to bed,'* eto» Th» oj^reasive heat of 
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the mm, and the roiig^labomiw ride bad fiitigiied naimieh ; 

yet, the scenery and observations of the day had enlivened 
mj feeliug»| and I retired in the hliMfttl £rame of ooiiaciovia 
gratitadei laid me down in qnietoeaBi and mj ale«pmi 

sweet. 
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THE PEAK. 



Leave Orotava-Barrcn nUls-Ooat's Milk-Brcakfast-Streara of Lava 
Llano del Retama— A Hot Ride— Effects of a Drink— An Artist from 
Uomc— Professor Prazzi Smyth, Astronomer Royal— Ascent of the 
Malpays and Piton-The Suramit-A Cheer for Old Virghiia- A Night 
at Alta Vista— Our Hosts- The Descent— A Word of Advice. 

The clattering of our horses' hoofs on the pavement of the 
court-yard startled us from sound sleep, and, without the 
usual parley with moniing dreams, we sprang to the oaken 
floor, and making a hasty toilet, went down to inspect our 
caravan and equipage. The two guides, with blankets over 
their shoulders, were rubbing the sleep out of their eyes, 
and the three horses, as if holding their strength in reserve, 
stood soberly meditating on the duties of the day, or 
broodhig over the fodderless prospects of their journey, 
occasionally moving their lips in solcnm soliloquy, or as if 
gathermg in\ isible oats. The prospect was not bright, for 
either speed or comfort. Our guides, neither of whom 
spoke a word of English, seemed as lifeless as the horses. 
The leader, an old man of fifly, and the driver, a tallow- 
complexioned boy of seventeen, were fair specimens of the 
poke-easy ''isleilos'' of the interior, and wo afterward 
found them quite as slow and stupid as their first appear- 
ance indicated. Wc were assured that there were but four 
other persons of the place who knew the way to the sum- 
mit, and they were absent, which accounted for the carc- 

' 891 



Google 



892 FEBSOKAL ADVSNTCJSES AND OBSEBTAHOSS. 



loiii and independent air of these. Ilamboldt, in making; 
tbii tour fiitj yean ago, ooald not find one penoo m Sants 
CiHE who bad momited the peak, and we is 1956 coidd find 
but two in Orotavn, twenty niilcs nearer. He adds: 

1 wat not surpiised at this, lor tbe most coriooa objects in 
nature beoome lew interesting in proportion aa tliej are 
near to Qi ; and I haTe known inhabitanta of Sdiaffbanaen, 
ill bwitzcrlaiidj wlio liad never seen the fill of the Rhine 
bot at a distaaoe." He might now add, that, even in thia 
wonder-loying age, there are adolta who have grown np 
within hearinpf of Niagara, who have never seen the falls. 

Our provisions for the two days' journey before us, con- 
aitted of a keg of water, a baaket of Indeed, oold meat, hard 
b^ed eggs, and a few bottlea of eold oo^e; theae, wiUi a 
Bcant allowance of corn for the horses, were stowed in the 
panuiem of the paok-borse. The doctor had, besides, a flask 
of aome very fragrant flaid, which he carried in hia coat- 
pocket, aooompanied by a bunch of ddicSoua Havanaa. My 
nag showed a degree of restiveness when I sprang to the 
aaddle, which was quite encouraging, as diowing some 
of the lifb in reserve, and I stooped forward to pat bis neek 
and encourage him; but a peep under the pommel of my 
saddle showed me that the poor thing was wincing fiom a 
very aore back. I was about to vent my diagust on the 
aenior Animio^ when my attentxm waa called baek to the 
doctor, whoso horse had slipped np on the pavement, and 
was now taking a quiet grunt on his side, preparatory to 
getting up. He had sprained his thumbs and I thoogfati 
from hia looks, that he was in a Mr way to do acolcBng far 
both of us; but quoting the philosophical maxim of 
Marryat^a Jacob FaithfU, What'a done oaa*t behelped,** 
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he remoimted with marvollous coolness, and giYing iua 
Rteed an affeotionalift aptir, deep in both, flanks, paaied na in 

a trot, and took up the yan. 

It was a lovely morning ; and to peraonb wlio, like our- 
selves, are not. in the habit of dulling the tattte by too 
firequent use of the luxury of sunrise-views, the air and 
scenery wcic unusually enjoyable. Attempt at description 
would be uj^ess, whcr^ tiiQ pencil of a Raphael would fail 
to catch one of the thousand fleeting «hadee.and tinU pf ao 
grand a panorama: but let us say that the unclouded sun 
had just risen above the horizon ; beliind us, the sea, still 
undisturbed by the land-breeze^ was covered ^vith a light 
mantle of blue iniat ; before us, the peek raised its sublime 
height, girded with a drde of olond, and cast i$s huge 
shadows iar into the sea j around us, spread a varied knd- 
eoape, gi:een in the Inzuxiance of tropical yegetaticiir} and 
the air, balmy with the dew of morning, w«i redolent of 
the aroma of flowers?, and tlie fragrant smoke of fagots 
now kindling on the cotters' Lcarth& The road lay 
through a narrow and unfrequented Um^f where our hoxina 
showed themselves adepts at playing marbles, by stombli i- 
among the loose stones which covered it ; but we dis- 
covered) to our grati^cation, that as their stilT jointA 
warmed b}r trftveUang, they were becoming. m<m sore- 
footed, and the chances were increasing for reaching the 
summit with unbroken necks. We parsed among thu hi'As 

and fields of black volcanic cmdsn^ to, wliiuh we referred in 
the notes of yesterday's journey; and thorngh we rode 

around the largest of these conical hills, we could find no 
ei^idence of the tru^ of the tradiiiun, thf^t it once emitted 
lam There is no la¥» ii^ its vicinity but which> in its 
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po&itioii anil iiiclinatiou, poiata to another origin* There 
ttre BO traoeK of a enter on ite apex, nor maiiu of iatenU 
eruptimis; it ia a homogeneoaa, regnlarlj-lbniied auMa. 
We think llimiboUlfs first impression in regard to liio for- 
mat iou of these hills the tmo theory, lie says : These 
hiUa owe their origm to lateral emplloiia of the gseat 
Tolcano," yet, he aeema to tluak it probable that the lasger 
one, to which wo refer, may have emitted lava. It is 
oaUed montanUa ck la vUkL A &w thooaand yeara henoe, 
these barren SMb will bear a firnitftd and an exhanstleaa 
soil. Time is a onHiyator. 

lu this vicinity we met a number of boys and girls 
driving milk goals to Orotava» to aapply their cnstOBierB 
with the momiiig^s meal of milk. In these ishndsi and in 
Madeira, there is no danger of being itii])( is( d ii|>(>n with the 
swiU-milky or sky blue, of our cities, for the goats are driven 
to yonr door, and the expert little dairy-maida milk iMr 
qnist kine before yom^ eyes. We respectibDy dedieate tli» 
hint to Mr. Frank Leslie, and the champions of pure 
cream in oar large cities. 

An hoor'a ride broaght as into a eool atmosphere ; lialf 
an liour more, and we were in the belt of eloud which sur- 
rounded the mountain smd our appetites being now pretty 
well sharpened, we sat down on a grassy bank, and raado a 
hearty break&st from onr weU-fiOed basket. We did not 
linger over it, however, for the mist of the clouds was 
gat horing ou oar clothes like heavy dew> and the air was 
chili. 

As wo advanced, the herbage became scant ; and when 
wo renehrd tin I'ievation of four thousand feet above the 
city of Oroiavai a^wfenisand haidy boahea of the tfaacn 
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mods of jmupei* and fir, to wkieih the olwerviat Humboldt 
makes reference, as situated above the regions of ferni, 
QHUit havo ealireiy dk^ppeftfod m tlfto oofuiae of tho pa«t 
liaif oeBtuy, Ibr we did* not eee • ngie ipeoimeik of eitto-, 

although we ascended by the same mute, • * » 

. For aoou^c oi below piaia oi iietaiiui, tbt; road 
Iflj over m afcM|iilj4iioliiiod or tlffiim> of feenMe Im, 
hemaed la ¥y large bmms of detocheiil voelBi;* ^EUi Mi 

seems to liavc cuul^^d saudilcuiy, yet with mil tlic cjttensive 
cracking wiuoh generally ensues when Lnrge mawes of lava 
are saddeniyeooie^ It reaemMm Oliver fiweei^irliite 
ripple k MIt wpom He aiiHaoe. FoUo^ing llili bed, we 

entered apasjs wliiiib bicakoibe irregular ebiiiti n[ mountain, 

wliiok eooivolea the piai% ealled JLhrna dd M t t ama i :^ 
wMeh the f>eak atandff. This phdn iammmMHrnof 

fragmeni:n y puuiice, so light and dust-like tliat onr horses 
sank kk a aukle deep. Booldais of obsidiaa^d basaii are 
•eatteteder^er Ste muim^^um» of whkb meature $9Hf ftet 
in i^PciuiKfemoe. 

If Jiipiter had been a paiiuu of fire-arras, we might sup- 
poee hia Yntoans of Stna had beeorhen fogiag ehol lor^ 
IMuxhaBBi The fk&A takee^ ili aame £Ma the lUftw i t ai 

fSpartium nuhiffenum — which cjrows in thick^tti^'efi ks 
Buriacc, att: ill ling an avci'age heigiit of ieet. It is the 
only ahmb th«t grMs oil liuie h^ ylaioi^ tad alSnda 
Ibod and pratoolMii to tiie ^ «o«hi attA ihMtai wMch 
are the sole oeenpants of these silent domaius. 

We entered the plam a;t noon, and though it is near 
9,000 feet above the level of the sea, and we were fimned 
by a constant breeze, the heat was. exceedingly opprearivOi 
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owiog to tile cieameiB of tbe atmqyhere, aad tiie intense 
refleotioii from the wlute paBuce benetiOi our ftel. Two 

hours of constant jogging were employed in crossing to the 
base of the volcanio cone, althougii the distance is under 
fonr nulea; and when, on rising to an elevAled portHHi 
of the pUin^ called MbtU^ d$ Trigoy we ibtnid dielter 
from the pelting heat, we sat down exliaiistcd, and almost 
blind irom tiie continued glare, TIm doctor's bottlo of 
finignnt liquid—- I will not ventore to give it a nane^ Ibr I 
am very ignorant in eodi matters — was appBed to my lips, 
and the eS&tA, prodaoed was instantaneous exhilaration. It 
was a stny drop of mqum vital frooir the fomxtaiB of youtii. 
The cool shade gradually restored my hedacsled viaiOD, and 
I joined my friend in a slice of ( old beef, and bread and 
cheeee» While enjoying^ alter diimer, the shade and cold 
breeae among the ro<^ and looking oat on tbe bwcaiag 
plain that wa had doamd, the hold imagery ef lasislif 
representing the fuiiness of Christ, rose in our mind : 
^He diall be a hiding-plaee ftom the wiad, a ooyert from 
the tempest, riyers of waters in a dry place^ and the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land." 

Wo pursued our upward journey, and in half an hoar 
passed the JBtUmda 4$ lo» JnfikHit or Kwgliahmsirtiaat— 
so eaUed beeaose the tom^ of the Peaik^ who haive 
generally been Englishmen, make this their camping-place 
at night. Here we dismomitedy and dragging our horses 
with us, ooatanoed upward tmtil we reached the small plains 
or steppe, in the mountain, called AUa Vt§ia. 

Ou mouuting this plain, we found ourselves within a few 
feet of a rough stcme hut, covered with tarpanlin and pieces 
of sail'doUL Near by stood a man taking a photograph. 
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H^nuM Inilieid mddenljaawe ftpproMiMd, 1^ we hid 

entered the field of his camera. "VVo stood a nionient in 
eiurprifie at Ending an artist and a house in such a place, bat 
osr guide, jt^pisg np^ ezplaiiied by whiipeiing, **Sefior 
Snieet.^ 

Stand with HS, reader, and take a look at him, wiiile he 
adjaate hie iipjpmta^f it is the Tcrilable Protesor 
Smyth hhuMl^ A itroa omer Reyel of Soothmd) and one of 

the master luiiids of the uge. iiis woollen hat is slouched 
and weather-worn ; his loose coat is soiled and sun-burnt ; 
from OM o£ the pookefei daai^ a pieee of eoaree rope^ and 
from another the handle of a hammer protrodea. W» 

coarse Bhoes are void of polish, his clothet? are all in keep- 
ing, and hang about him as if they had been put on with a 

phohforh. He la ahove mediom he^t, of himwiiy teme^ 

and apparently aboat forty years of age. la his persoo, he 
reminds us of a plain ikrmer, or a stone mason. But take a 
ste|^ Mareri reader; look at his thooght-aiarked CMtio 
iaoe, hie iatelleotoal brow, Ua apeaking eye, the iadeaerib- 
able dignity of hi:^ mien, and you will realize that you are 
in the presence of a prince in the world of mind. We 
preaeated our leCtar of laitrodiietloB, whkh he iaatantly 
read, and gave w a hearty Seotoh weleome to 1^ A^^MbiMl 
home. Mrs. Smyth, hearing of our arrival, came from the 
tent, and met na with a oordial greeting; and we very 
gbdly accepted hsr mvitation to relani to tea, and spend 
tlie niglit with them. The professor, with his wife and four 
attendants, has been here a month or more, and intends 
reBBtainmg till after the eqaiaoz. The elevation and elear 
atmoephwe of the Peak of Taneiiih afford nnunal advan- 
tages in making astronomical observations; and among 
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otber iBterattiiig randto of hk hcorala mdertaldag, the pro- 
fessor will settle affirmatively the vexed question of the 
cmissioti of heat from the moon. 

We left ottr attendants and hones on this j^ahi, and tak- 
ing a firesh guide, and accompanied by a young gentleman 
from Orotaivai a nephew of Consul Goodall, we commenced, 
in good eanieifc, to scale the MalpajES, as iSiese heights are 
calied, in order to see the sun set fi^wn the saminH. IVaoes 
of road were no longer visible; we ascended, springing 
from one block of kiTa to another, and at no small risk of 
breaking legs or necks. After mmnng, jampbg, and 
climbing, for an honr and a qaarter, we reached another 
smi^i steppe or -jfim^ calied the Mcmd^kUZy on which stands 
the Fiton, or cone of pnmice and lara, whidi constitntes 
the croNvn of tlic Peak. We stopped here to rest, and then 
tamed aside to look into those solfataras, or vapor-emit tin;^ 
ereneeSy which are calied hj the nadres Nhtrhei dd Fieo 
^Nostrils of the ^sak. We had no thermometer by which 
to measure the heat of the aqueous vapor which escapes 
fh>m them, hot, according to r^ble tourists, it Taries finom 
to 127^ Fahr. Judging by the hand, we flhoold hare 
set it <lown at 150° at least. Two theories are o flared in 
solution of this phenomenon : the first, that the sea com- 
mnnlcstes with the internal tires of the monntab, prodndng 
a steam whieh thus escapes : the second, that the snows 
which, in winter, settle among the caverns and deep crevi- 
ces of the Malpays, produce internal refienronrs of water, 
which wate r, })eroolatiBg the porens laTSs, reaches heated 
surfaces, where it evaporates, and the vapors escape through 
these oreyiees. The fonner of these liieoiies comports well 
with the grand scslo on iHiich nature has produced her 
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wodki in this region, Imt 1h» ktter is, petliftpfl, tbe more 

probable. Tiie want of uniformity in the temperature of 
the Tapor8, suggests to our miad aa oiijectioa to both. An 
asi^Tsui of the vapors thomoolves maj raggest a thirds and 
lem objecli<»aliIe theory. The ssoeot of the FHaui 'was 
t.\< lifigly llitiguing; our feet sank in the light pumice 
aiilOd ikt9fi the rare atfiaesphere was very eoM, and'hrthat- 
ing.to Ihpoat and hmgs ^ hut, -gjoeaiagad hy tto proi iisirj' 
of the summit, we pressed on, and reached the wall of por- 
phjrxiUc lava which forms the bnm t<f tli j crater. Wc 
were exhaasted ead^ahnosfr hreatUeaii bat the doetoir had 
strength enough in Msrre to juap to tlto Mghee^atdaa^fai 
the wall, and give a cheiji iar " Old Virginia.. ' - ' ■ ' 
The crator an eUtpiical basin of about 100 feet in depth, 

' 800 ial«igth, and 20a haeadth^ It» serfiwa^ pdiiiee;^ 

cempoied, and redut*ed to the ^oftrfslency of putty hf Hfe 
ag^oQ^c^ tiic suipimrouis acid gaaua wliich escape: iVuiii the 
nameroaa oreneta which aaaric the holtott ind* sides. 
Hersv slaov tbero are cfeiioeaeinittiBg haaidTapov^pwhhii 
show a tempeiiiLuiu vuryiog from 160° to 170° Fahr:,'fblty 
degrees above the vapors of the " Nostrils." Tiiw would 
indioata that» althoa{^ flnfthar frsn the oaaM ef tha flicMi- 
tain, they proceed more ^ireotly ftom ihe flaaa-'OfNtel. 
From tjio sides of the solfataras we obtained Romu line 
speoimens of Bativaei;7St»lliii0^Si^pbttr«J^ on a base of 
putnioe highly charged with aalphoK&a aoidkr> Tln- dootor 
descended to the bottom, but finding th©^ Millie hill and 
damp, returned witbAtu d©la^', biingmg- ^vitiU.him botue 
beantlM orystala of salplm^ VJ^h^saaft ttafc atowly, 
and ftaring to he e^aitahSR hy>a%ht, haatMod «Br 
bird^%^je sketch of tha plan of the mouuiain) and turned 
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our steps downwiurd* Five of the ueigliboi log islandavere 
▼iaUd ; bnb tbe OMiii« awm tiMa lifQQQ ten baknr 
eaeept ia tibe Hue of ih» nmH dtfMurCnN, WMdbiemd 

the gathering durknoss. Tlie clii'cction of the wind here, 
which was from the Bouthwest, being the reverse of thftt of 
tbo pnmliiig win«b bolow» olfordt pmC of tho f uwal 
comotaeM of ibo tkoory of Iko tnMb-^dt wldeii Ooo^ 
mander Maury has so amply and beautifully elaborated. 
Hftviag OMiied their borden of fre^kneat and li£» to the 
olliBM of the 8011, tiMjr ase horo vetmiiig on imfiod wings 
to " the Btore-bouses of the north," to come again, iu " tho 
cirouit of the winds,^ ' on their misaioo of meroy. 

Our kramal of tlttfe dar nfmiaiiMi so nliloaWk no itt o int 
to deoQiibo t]io ieenery of tbofO he^to tnUuM) nor tho 
unutterable emotions which swelled wiibin our hearts. Our 
minda were OTorwhelmed with the idea of f>mmpfrtfnfffl, 
and Ibe apreadmg tbovght was too laig for nMmMo. in 
thofle heights of eternal solitude, the ooal is oonsckms of 
the presence of the Infinite, and all its cmotionti tend to be 
aibMNrbadlmrondor; bmt if the raslkod trathy *^Qod aMai* 
&St in tho flash,'' be a aontroUing principle amoag iia 
powers, its wonder is raided to rapture, and with Addiioa 
it inay exoiaim, 

** Transported with tho Tiow Fm loft 
In wonder, lots and praim,^ 

I Tanorato tha high noontaitts^ te tbey are fldadcod hf Ilia 
fooMapa of Jabovah, and bare beard the Toiea of the 

Almighty. I love theui, because they h;n e witnessed the 
exaltation of mj Savioiir* I delight to icala their cloud- 
omted bsi|^ and afea&d oa their siiamt iiunnilB kiMr 
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naytiied imhkii. I IUm to loie aajielf ift ttet mbmi of 
i ni B iM w it y wlaeh imboQiided prospeot intpireB; but, like 

the beholders of the Transfigiuatioi), I am bewildered by • 
ih» view sublime, and God^ Betting limits to mj attaraaoe, 
sajetli) "Tellth^ yisioii tom^BMJ^ ' 

On our way down, we turned aside to li^ok into the 
natunU ice-house of the Peak. It is a deep eaveni, into 

are flwe|»t the, mlh i A, -OTlng «»^tlnr'iMl^ tM' it 

l.jut. <me op(!ninc!r, and that near tlic arch, or roof, aini 
comparatively smail^ the o^i air of winter reaiaiaA ua- 
disturbed ; and bemg wvli pratoctedr'^roni^ the mi^B hM 
by thee DOMondvoliBg lsvaa''^rbid» m Us mooth, 
Its biiows remaiu ihiough the ^inmmer. In the spring, an 
aotiTe tRMl# ia done in toaAS^tiag tJua imofw to ^tiifr itoo* 
honaaa of the mat. * ^ * . 

Oil arriving at Alia Vista, the professor was preparing 
tea over & 8pirit*lamp. The^ doth vras spread on boJ^es 
aatfODomieaL appaiataa. Mm. %mph did tlio iRkoon 
of tho tabK and ^ a naunar ifU4ili. abowod ftooMh 
goud-brcuding is supeiior to circumstances. Convorsnti^n 
on eeieBtadeaiid ^>tber subjects followed thoiofirasiung moal^ 
in wMch the lady showed becaeir a thorongUif riiS mStm 
original personage, yet unofitentatfotMi' and bigen^ioifs as a 
child. We ask pardon of the prol) s^or for thinking that 
she is the more de?er of the two. Tfoly tiM^ ave aobie 
repreaentatma of tbe land of Seen,' and 4Bl«wM^n*d Olial* 

mers — a land •which for a roiitury ]in^ led, nnd for more 
than a eentttry wiU lead^ tlw philosophy of the worlds de* 
apftt^ifae jeaUna^ ofFrinereii a^tb e ^i ii MW ^e f^ ett ^ 
The mate and carpenter of his yacht were with him) and 
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we^ww Indtblad to tiMie nobk tan, whoipwiki iMiit «a 
oar taUng tbair amg bod, ftr m aiif* of unexpected oot - 

I'ort. The tiniii of tbc sun's appearance at this point 9.400 
leei above the sea, was 5 19 m« i>0 sec. ; by obeenFatiao 
on bond tho U. 6. & JanMsloini, m the Inrbar of BmUk 
Ckvm, ib% vppmtmtoB of ^o ranHi vpptBr final> was mmt4tar- 
teen minutes later. The same difference of time, inveraeij, 
migbl donbUoti be obaevrod at anaat^ Buddng the daf^on 
tho Peak twwtj-AYe or ilz mtnutea longer than on tin piMe 

of Uic ocean. Wc spent an liour vriih the professor crather- 
iog i^)ecimens of varioua iavaS| and thm took up our jour* 
naj of deaenl. Ret«nyng' over tbe aeoond of the tiro 
roniea by wfakb tho Peek is aoeearible, we cffoaaed ike 
broken ridge which encircles the plain of Retama, through 
(he pass of Canada del Csdro^ where we stopped to take 
bfeakiiMt) and made a beat j akatoh of the IfalfM^ and 
Bton. 

With this sketch and our bird's-eye outline view betbro 
«% we b^ to offnr, with beoorahig nodeaty, onr ideea of 
the pkui of the Peak of Teneriih. It a a ema to be eompeaed 
of three distinct uiuiiiuains, the lavab of which arc distmct 
in diaracter, and in point of age. The mountain, unUl we 
reeoh the plam of Betema, we aappoae to hare been the 
fiivt and most extenaiYe vdeano. The ptam of Betama 
rc&is in its crater, and the broken chain of liiib, over twenty 
milea m meamkntnoe^ are the walk of thia enter. The 
gapi^ or paasei, m thia range, show where ifea later erup- 
tions ovcTlluwcd, and the inclination of the lava stream, 
over which we ascended, shows that it oouid not have 
<»iginaited fiian n higher pohit. To the en^lioBa of th» 
volcano, we refer the modemavrftee to the north, eaat^ end 
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tooth of th< OratK?aai wteh ire iMwre gpolmi m our kit 
obflpter, nofiivtiBg the oonpaiitively Hwled ftinutioiw 

traceable to lateral md more modem eruptions. On the 
western side of tl^e :pl«ui 4|ie^&«tawft standaUie moantain 
oftheHal9iiy%Ummi|^ iiiiitt«riroiUd in- 

dicate, at ft period lon^ subsequent to last OTerflows of 

t]jL gi liat crater on ^lipsQ plain it fiUads. The plain of 

Mamibkk^ «Mk ttM fits% oeeiqpjr'tlMt^mtor 4>f tiik Tokwo.; 
the uppec oNrt of tihtt Xalpa^'9 mmkB ik$ limght of ito rim 

or walls. Its (-rii|>tions, doubtless, contributed to fill up 
th& okl.t^ateXt mfi^ to form the pla^ tff the Betama. Being 
near ibe western waU, of the izst oiaite» itamptions bnriod 
and'Overflowod ihait.wall, so tha* on tlue ii4e tbe moiiiwtMn 
presents iiu iiicliiicd ^iauf, uniiuim in its angle of inclina- 
tioB^ irom tbe siuttmit 4^ tbe Malpays, or wall of tbe secoiid 
orateTftpapoiiitiiMUiJwlaabalowtheaiisainit. TheFitan 
stands on, bnt does not cover, tbe pkm of this second 
crater. It seems to bo tbe production of tbe £nal 
throe |of the Toloani«,£>re€!, .aD4 lha, eruptioiia from it are . 
comparatively inngnifieant..' To, it maj be attributed the 
pumieo end ^ bpuldoxa,, >Yblcb Qpvcr the plain of tbe 
Betama. 

The Peak of Teneriffe baa attained ita ma»Smi^m height, 
and aaoh is the saperinoombent weight oa the aadeDtfiMOi, 

that its future eruptions, sliould it have any, will be low and 

lateraL The last eruption, which occurred in 1796, was 
ktufal. 

It was Interesting to note, as we descended, how one 
zone of vegetation succeeded another, yet blending harmo- 
nioosly. Abov% we left the green Betama lb nadispoted 
possession of the arid plains; an intenral of banenneai oe- 
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oorsi and the ferns and hardj grasses begin to appear. The 
arboreaoent heaths, the fruit trees and flora of oar own np- 
landa sae e eo d^ ibHowed by the grape, the fig, the onmge, 
till at length we reach the zone of palms and bananas, where 
moat of the plants of tropical AMca and America may 
be produced. FioekM of wild eanaiy birds enfirened our 
tedious journey with their sweet music. They arc brown 
on the back, and of a greenish yellow on the breast and 
winga^ The pale and deep yellow of their caged relatiTea 
ia the result of domestication. 

We reached Orotava at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, &r 
tigned and aim^bliatered, A jonraey of twenty miles np 
bin ia not an easy task, but to deeoend ia atiU more difficnlt. 
Let none undertake this jounicy who is affected by any 
disease of the longSi £>r the ezerciae ia too aeyere a trial to 
these organs; and in an atmosphere sadi as that of the 

Peak, so rare that at a thuusaud feet below the summit 
water boils at 190" ITahr.^ serious hemorrhages are likely to 
oconr. At the same elevation, the thermometer ia often as 
low as 50^ in the month of August. 

Taking fresh horses in the morning, we trotted briskly 
throngh the dean streets of the pleasant little town of 
Orotava, on onr way to Santa Cms. It was Smiday, and 
for every reason we should have preferred to •*rest" on 
that day, bat our leave of absence was drawing to a dose, 
and wo bad no chdce. 

The road was enlivened by peasants, who, in holiday 
attire, were passing from one hamlet to another, singing aa 
they went, and aaintmg all passers with cheerfol "good 
day.»» We ireported onrselves ** on board »' at 8 o'clock, 
having been absent four days, and performed a journey 
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wlMMe inoideats are «tiU bright^ and whioh nfimorj will 
eyer delight to retraee. 

A few evenings afler, ive saw the Peak from the sea, 
aixty inil^s distant, robed in tke gorgeous drapery of son- 
eet^ calm and migeatio m ita conaeioiia atrengtb, a filent 
watcher of the tide of geoeratkoa. 
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If ATkiaTP A ^ 

Land — Close Calculation — The Inland as seen iu the Distance— yoiror and 
more Enehantini^ View — Loo Rock, Brazen Ilcad and Foniinha — Dis- 
tincrmfhed \ i-ltuM — The Anehora;!ro — Goin*' A'^hore — The Landinsr — 
I3egf^ars — American Consulate — Panoramic View of Funchal and its 
Surroundings — Convents— Borjing-grounds, etc 

THROUon tlio night of the ith July, 1865, we made easy 
Bail/* and the dawn of Sunday^ 8tb, revealed the iahmd of 
Maddra enveloped in a bhie mist and capped idth doada. 

"We were in the precise spot predicted for us by our accom- 
plished master, J^ieutenant H,, ou the provtous eyeniiig, 
givmg OS a beantiiol ezsmple of the exaotnen of maifae- 
matical scienoe, as applied to navigation, and of the accu- 
racy and attention characteristic of the imval officer on 
duty. 

We made the land at the western extremity of the island, 
and were soon carried mider its lee, where we fonnd a 
fiivorablo and pleasant breeze, which waited us along our 
Gonrse for Fanohal at a rate which gave ample opportunity 
IbfT studying the varied shore without weariness. 

18 
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As the day iidvanoed^ the wind mider the bad heome 

light and variable, so we kept more seaward; the Desertas 
rose full upon our view ; aud the lovely island, with ha 
bama iielghhon» stood dearly defined agamet the onoige- 
tinted bine of these stonmer skies. 

As seen from the southwest, at a distance of ten or 
twelve miles, Madeira presenta a wild and beantiM pietare» 
Its shores are bold and diff4ike» marked by dark eaveros, 

and gorcres depressed to the level of the sea to make way 
for the mountain torrcuts. Its valleys are deep ami nar- 
row ; its plains and hills bat the vanations of the «ffo ^ n rtmn 
aides ; and its momitains, abrupt and high, generally end in 
cones, or bpire-llke suuimits. These mountains form a chain 
whioh rons Ictngitudinally through the island, oc in an 
easterly and westerly direedon, zisiDg tern tlw western ex- 
tremity towards the eastern, nntil the centre of the island 
is passed. To the east of the eentre the peaks obtain thoir 
maxinram heoght, and ai^ lost in the olonds of heanrco. 

At this distance, the idand seems floating on the bosomi 
of the ocean, its foiuuhuions dark, its chasms and gorges 
marked by lines of black ; its slojies and lower >nAiin^jii« 
ddes present a hnndred shades of bine and green, beaatU 
fhlly blended by the hazy distanoe ; while its higher som- 
mii^, l-ii rcing above the clouds, represent the magic isles 
of the Arabian Nights floating in mid-heaven* The eieot 
upon the minds and ftelings of those who flnr long wedcs 
have been gazing on tlio unrelieved wastes of boundless 
ocean is the most charming imaginable, exciting in happy 
nnton, ideas of the beanttM and snUiBie^ and in noUe 
natures calling forth emoti^^ns gradtnde Ibr the beaotias 
of the visible creation. Aiier such an incarceration m we 
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had siifiered in our wooden prison, in boundless solitude, 
the barfen Iceys of JiSMt Floiidai wiiioh we left §ofwt veeka 
beftpre^wottld huve been weloome to oar eyes; bat now 
that not only land wm visibie, but land arrayed in ihe bub- 
limest Ibrnis of loTelinefl^ eor bearto beeife with a foU^ pare 
joy, inch ae knaginatioD alone had never nvealecL. 

At 8 o'clock, being off the town of Funchal, wc tacked 
and stood iu for the roadstead. Loo Rock, Fontinha, and 
Braaen Head, natural landmarioi to the shore, aeemed to 
rise out of the water as we approaehed; the eoufnsed nmaeeB 
ot" buildings gradually assumed iiuUvidaality, and rose from 
lilliputian ])roportions ^ trees, hedge-rows and terraces grew 
dialiiiet; the am, bo oonatant in hia shining in these lati- 
tndes, shone with the softened Bght of eveakig ; the scene 
grew brighter as we nearcd ; and to minglo life, that essen- 
tial element of beanty, with the soene, a fleet of tiny boats 
was dancing over the waves to meet ns. 

The heallli-boat, bearing tlie Portuguese enijigu and ofli- 
cers in uniform, was soon alongside ; praiiqy^ y*s^ granted 
ns; and, as tiie health oihoer left^ a sqoadron of biigfatly 
pamted and oonoasly shaped shore-boats snrroimded ns. 
We rolled on to the ancli'jrage amidst the chattering of a 
hundred tongues in unmdodious Portuguese* haiiiug us 
oooaaonally through the porta to bid ns welcome in broken 
Enf^ish, or askmg for washing I A few of tiie more gen- 
teel in appearance were adinittod on board, whom we luiind 
to be the representatives of varions interests in Fonohal. 
They appeared in earnest in oonunending thdr hoases^ bat 
did 80 in a quietness of tone and manner entirely new to 
American ears, and quite prepossessing. These, as we idler- 
waidfl found, were mostly representatives of English shops 



Digitized by Google 



or i!f>te%. Roben B^jTr^:^ii, itfccifinnMiwi bj- Ktmo de 

xL& aoicaonge, bidding :^ L^ajty welcome, aod presd^iog 
Ike gonM fcu^ariif'i «£ thai most votky ettibtiifa- 

promp'Jy rt-s]:*c>D'ied to; and, after the nsnri mancDuvering, 
the he^¥T iroa frii inso tiiirt j tathimyj of vater with a rush 
Kit ihii MMm^ \dmi irriMihr 
Who that aiood on the deck of the J«neilown tiaH ^ 

lighttul evening:, when quiet had been restored, can ever 
Ibf^gpet the emotions of the hear, or how wo wished that the 
mm nighi 4elsf hm goiog dowat The aknd of geident 
WW befere na, doUied in He sonamer dnw ; the nana <^ a 

tbonaand liowers greeted us from the shore — 

** f'weot as Sabean odors £roiii the flpkj shore 
Of Aahj the bleat." 

l;'tmchal and its surrotmding y\W:is looked oheertul in the 
departing Ught ; the eeond of dinreh bellB leaobed ns Htmsk 
tibe fhoTe» with their aaBodatfona of home end things aaored ; 
the atmosphere was cool and invigorating; and forgetting 
oar temporary exited we idt that being in Buch an lioiir is 
hJm. That night the tea-table smiled with fMi ihatB «f 
two KoncR, and clieerfal converse round the social board 
occupied the remaining hours of the sacred day. 

Kormng came, balmy and bright— «adi mamings aa oafy 
Madeira can have — and those who were not detained by 
duty liastened to the shore. 

I^lrst impressions of pkoes^ as of persons^ though perhapa 
not generally trathfn], are certainly lasting; so it is latiier 



Digitized by 



MAmasA^ 413 
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unfortimato for oar renieiabraQces of Madeira that on our 
first iandiiig we were beset by the beggan end pennj- 
eatoheni of the town, who that momiog seen to hanre held 

a inass-iueeting uii ilie beach in huuor of our arriva]. Theso 
beggars represent both sejLes and all agea^ various degrees 
of jM^eobieft (ftntterin^ iTags suggest the wnrd), Tarious 
shades of oomplezion in skin, and great Tariety in diseased 
conditions. They belong to the genus Naples — species 
Portugal-Shaving all the pertinaoity <^ the 2f eapolitan, bat 
void of htf resentment and iDgnUatadew 

There being neither pier, dock, nor eove, in the vicinity 
<^ Fonchal, the landing is made on the open beach, and 
frequently at the expense of wet £Bet. When the weather 
ia calm, a ahip^s beat may be stntndM. witbont mneh risk ; 
but if there is much sea, it is safer to take one of the native 
surf-boats, whidi may be obtained for a trifle, and are skill- 
fully managed. Going with the momentum of the waye, 
they mn high on the beach ; then you must j ump quick and 
run, or the succeeding roller will reprove tai\i y steps. My 
oonqiMaion, Lieutenant H., and myself made oar Urst land- 
ing irom the ship's boat^ gmng the jspectators a specimen 
of American jum|Hng^notbing extra, however — and were 
received by the beggars w ith open arms — and such arms — 
horru^or^orenBi To get xid of these was our first essay * 
and, alter many attempts, and the use of mfpyjyygBBMBts 
and stratagems, we at length succeeded. 

Han^ tones and threats did not move them, severe looks 
and gestures did not awe them, entreaties but encouraged 
them, the distribution of a few ]Heaea of silver to the woman 
and the mure needy-looking only made the others laoro 
sanguine and pressing. The children in anna cried in re« 
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wfomt to private piadiM; the litlto gute and bojs puQad 

our coats ; the mothers smiled ami moaihed alternately ; 
Uie maimed came loafchsomely Q^ar^ while, in the h^t:^ 
gi«WBd, honeJiiim and g«ite gi^ 
ki their demaDd to patromig® ; ted H was not tSl an- 
tered the wails of coiiBolate tiiat wa lauud aheitar £rom 
the terrible ftorvL 
AAer paying oar reipeets to tlyii omt -worthy of AaMri- 

cau rcpreiseiii4tliv C3 abroad, J. Howard March, Esq., we 
went forth to see and fitroU ad UbUam. The attentira 
beggars were in waitiag at the gate, and eonCfaraed to fi>l- 
low aa ftr half an hour or more ; btit ae w« wdked fiurt^ 
the crutohed, old and lazy gradually ihujiped off, until ttg 
fiMind ouraeivaa followed by boye and giilfi only: these we 
diaperaed with a ftnr kiBd words aod an aethre voDay of 

pebbles. 

Strolling without a cicerone^ and as iancy may lead, may 
not be the more profitable way in whieh to see atrango 
places, bat it ia oertainly the more oomfbrtablai has the ad> 
vantage of leading out of the beaten pathg of lion-hnnters, 
and often reveals a page in the unwritten annaia of the in- 
digent and obaenco. 

The streets and lanes of Fanehal, and many of rts Toada 
for miles into the country, are paved with round smooth 
atones of eon^aet basalt, gathered from the shingly beaeh. 
These make waUdog very tiresome to the nnpcaoliaed, bnt 
contribute to tlie cleaiilmeri!^ of the place and the advantage 
of the horse-hirers. Most peraons would prefer paying 
tweaty-d?e centa an honr for a good hotaa and attendaiati 
to walldng ; bat he who walks enjoys the greafcer fibarty, 
and in the end will be bettci* ac^^iuunted with the places 
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Irisited; but it an American — tiai: w«^e f r^mirtaiillj pnflf 
town^ and an houi-s w alk lurther, wiiU niaii^ a tJet^, iiir th« 

mi 



ships in the ofRug, forming altoprether a ];ifi<i-cupc of sur- 
paagti^ lQ^<^es8. bxi wiU^r us, readier, on these einrt ifcl^ 

Fuoyhal, the tapital of the Miideira group, is localcd uu 
fr^Kmyibem exposure, fucj^^jtkA^ttmt Jliilifih washes its ifmsti^ 

baolt'^roinic^ (HI- tSie ftot 4i^/wlli6h^ tt^'tAwi^s^'l^^ hiprh 
raugea of hilU tiue east and wcst| wMck ijrotect it lioia 
the midft <»f Ihcee .fMt6r% iosd giro ll tt. lirntf irrtrtiwl 

excavated river beds, now dry, but "which in ihe rainy 

to their volume and the momentum which they obtain from 
the greifr i»i#«fiiU6a of xSmm <hinnd s. Tlwgrvmne roUiag 
fixna the ««<B|wiii» aft oi 

»oiw that TOay4>»>Jie»i#^«iiiiil«4h6 mighty 
milea distant 5 yet, so teriiLltj ii* the speed wiih which it 

that the pmiieifltiielmii hHiiliHiiilii Wi n illjli npo^*ife| hMda 

ar*^ often overtaken in their flight and swept :iu^y before 
it^ jresistless iwPiifc 'lathe year 1803, several large ^^nld- 
l^gs of thA tower pi»»^ flii myi^ th# ytoiifity €€iiihMiti> 
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de Jofto Chnaes, were carried out to sea in their entirety ; 
and OHO waa aeen, by Uie iiglit in its windowi^ to float for 
iefvienil boon on ike trovfalad witm of liie baj, 
Thflre aeenw to hvr^ been boom attempt at systeai In tbe 

first plan of the place, as the streets have an rncliiiation for 
the cardiiuU p<Mnt8, bat the engineer was not Tery skillful, 
or, whiob is 111019 likdij, tlie intereete of the gfOimd^olderB 
were too oftea eotimlted. The plan wm probaMy made by 
Joao GoDjalves Zarco, who, as a reward for discovering 
tbe island, was appointed governor of the greater part of 
it, with Fnndial for bis oapitaL It deriFea ifts name ftem. 
the quantity of wild fennel growing in the vicinity at 
the time of the discoTerj, called in the Portuguese 

The boiidinga are not generally of a style. In tbo older 

residences of any dit^nity the Mooi i^Ii imitation is manifest, 
while in those of later date, especially in the suburban villaSy 
bere called iiuiiniUu^ the English taste prendls, and roles 
also in the disposidott of "ike gromids.** Tbe streets are 
narrow aud the booses high and fciibbianiial, being built of 
stone and oovmd with Duteh tiles. To one accustomed 
to the light and sory styles of sonthem mhiteotare In 
America, these massive fronts and small windows look 
gloomy and prison-like, yet they are comfortable. Even 
ttM poQc of tbe city live in laige booses^ but these are gene* 
inUy badly wrtalated. 

At this height, we have the city as full in view as tbe 
jDhess player has his men ; and the most prooiiaeat objects 
^risible are those wbioh a rerident will tell yon— thank iMN 
tune there are no guide-books bere— «re tbe most unpmtanl 
ia reality. 
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Of these, the cathedrsii, situated ia the heart of the town, 
is the inoBt unpodng m c&nenflionB. 

It is a large cnioilbTia bmldiDg, of we/wmSL- ttyles— GotMey 
perhaps, predominating — weather-beaten and patched out- 
•ide, dark and imperfectly ventilated within. Komnn. Catho- 
lie okmhm m genmUy badly lighted; tlie darknen is 
d<HibtlesB flymbolio^ but the eignificanoe of the symbol is 
not generally understood, except by Protestants, who have 
a priwUe interprefeUion quite satis^ctory. 

Tbe grwd eltar of tbe eaihedml is a gorgeous, ftithier 
than ^Astefii], specimen of gfilding and carving, into which 
are worked the usual expressive symbols of the Romish 
religion. Along ita grand aisle are several smaller altars 
and fiunily chapels, or stalls, comfortably set up. 

It has associated Interest, apart from its aspect, as a place 
of worship ; it is a va^it sepulchre, underneath whose stone 
floors and walls maay thousaiids sleep ia hope, imdor the 
ahadow of the cross and the speil of the ognificaiie words 

requiescat in pace.^^ My informant, one of the canons, 
told me that the dead in and under the oathedral were 
more wuneroiis than the limg of the town : hence crer 
twenty thousand. 

The convent of Santa Clara^ from its elevated position, 
ia a striking figure iu the scene. It is of the 1^ ranciscan or- 
der, the oldest oi that order in the island, and was fonnded 
by Zaroo, the dlscorerer, whose ashes it contains. 

It is better known to sentimental visitors and navy offi- 
ocars (who generally abonnd in sentknent!) as the tem« 
porary prison of the beantiM and ftsoinatfaig 
Clementina, 

Once during our stay in Madeira we had the pleasure of ^ 

18* 
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o e ea a o o, wben ?be appeared in piABe, at abe Ins «llea 
done m iLe (^w jeam past, drcaieU in the L^iikMeiitii of 
pri(rat€( fife sod in tiio conpiny of ker inifttiiisii. flbiB li 
noir fer a^vaaeed lo ^tbe «mI ydlov ktC" w« 

cotiH discover but few of the traces of that beanty which 
eaf^tiTated co manj in her eadier among whom, nunor 
iftjr^ oooiti ft wcvthy lad aooomfMied dia|^^ 
Amenean navy — ^Iviit iMsi'objp' liingi a tris.^ cxn vents 
of H^rdkora das Jferce^ aod Eneamacao^ one of the Fran- 
ciioan ordtir and the other of the CHqpochiD, are imddii^ 
aa bumble bi pretemum and appearanee aa we trvat tiie m- 
mates are in heart and life. 

Acting on the asHumption that might makes right," the 
erown of Portogal hat taktti poaaeadeii of the property o# 
IheM intitotiona, and meaanrea Ibr the abofitkm of mm- 
n<'rics in the island. The object may be a good one, but 
certainly the means are ignoble. For several years none 
Imt been permitted to take the Ten, ao that when t2ie 
preaent g( iieration of mnw Aall hare paased away, and It ia 
evening time with them now, there will be an end of con- 
vents in Madeira. 
\ The mnch*admked ftaHlier-flowers, and ftncy needle-work 
of Madeira, produced by these nuns for the benefit of die 
church and poor, show that they are industrious, and that, 
notwithstanding their long sechision firom the woeid, they 
hare not lost their sense of the beautllU, nor their sympathy 
with suffering huuiunily. And do they nut also indicate the 
presence of these powers and sentiments which, in commeroe 
with the world, wonld have contributed to ita refinement 
and moral eleralbn; bnt aa they hare lived, do not their 
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lives resemble thc^ soft and beautiful crcatious of their skill- 
lol fingera^ bMudful to the im«giii«ti0n, but in reality dead, 
aad without £n^ranee ? 

Tho duiiic-iike rout' of the English Episcopal Chapel rises 
from the midst of a gunicn of flowering shrubbery, in a re- 
tired part ^ the eity* TheboiidiDgiaaflfaaxai BobiUBitial 
and tasteM edifice mi the exterior, hut more like a llieatre 
ihm a place of devotion. The interior is bo arranged as to 
fbim a hexagon, having galleries on foot aides, but as the 
floors of these are horiaoDUl, rathar than inoluied, none bat 
those oocupyingr the front rows can witness the x>erformance 
of servioe. The grounds within its high inclosore are eare- 
laliy attended, and in their eternal bloom make ample retom 
Ibr the labor bestowed* The paths aromd the building are 
paved with a small round pebble, mto which sinootli white 
stones have been worked, forming a|>propriateiigare8, which 
m^ht he oaUed mosaio in pavement. This was a finrorite 
resort with some ^ om offieem on aSmiday afternoon ; and 
delightful was it indeed, to worsliip wilii its serious congre- 
gation, and aHer service to linger ibr an hoar around the 
saered place^ enjoying CQmmnmon with God in nature wl^ 
oat, and in the richer numifeetations of his graoe within. 
The chaplain, Mr. Brown, is a finished gentleman, a praeti- 
oal| elegant^ and spiritoal preacher ; evangeUcal in ins doc- 
trines, as he is practical and sincere in the duties of his office. 
The chapel was built by consent of the government of J*or- 
tugal — ^this granted only through fear of oif ending the Eng- 
lish crown, and embarrassed with fodish conditions. The 
vnchnroh*like appearance of the bnilding is one of them, smd 
the prohibition of a bell another. These conditions, with 
Others, were prompted, douMess^ by a care ibr the awj^/^^g^ 
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of tlio faithful on the part of tho crowTi. It conlJ not per- 
mh the riuging of a Protestant bell in a CaiAoUQ tliat 
would disturb the wanda of i/ie ChriUumBj uid perhapi 
their faith, by kftdingto the qnestion of ^ 

The same care for their morals, and the same love invested 
in t&sp and flpeDi]]^boolEB.woo]d be GomuMndable. The 
English bnrying-groimd is near by<» and is worthy of a viallt 
and a thought. Here lie the dust and hopes of humlreds 
who oame to these healthlul shores to prolong liie, but came 
too late. The mementoes of tbeui hege raiged appeal to omr 
sympathies, for a majority <^ the sle^peni were ftmales^ these 
mostly cnt off in tlic early bloom of womanhood, and most 
of them by that alow tonneator aod destroyer, consompttoo. 
The yard is handsomely laid oat| and onamanted with eTei<- 
greens, teHing in symbolic language of that immortality, 
whose hopes cheered the departing hours of the now luitrou* 
bkd sleepers. 

There b a violataon of good taste here, however, that one 

is surprised to meet in an English burying-ground. Many 
of the graves, in lieu of a flower-bed, tablet, or other form 
of monumental stmotnre, are covered over -with lime and 
atone oomposite, representing the size and shape of the 
ooffin beneath. The sensation of walking anu ni!; coffins is 
irresistible, and the emotion felt, one of horror rather than 
becoming solemnity. The grave-yatd, like the chapel, was 
granted to the English on conditions. One was that it should 
be placed beyond the wails of tho city ; and another, that a 
oorporal's goai d should attend each bniial to keep order ; 
these to be feed at the expense of the monmera. 

These embarrassments have been overcome. The city 
baa expanded itseii so as to embrace the yard, and for many 
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years the corporal and ids guard have been oyerlooked. ft 
was looaled by Conral Nasb, in 1772, and nnoe that tme^ 
tliroiigh the brotherly kindnew of the EngfiBh reddenta, 
rauay ^Vniericans, und other Protestants, not British subjects, 
have been buried mthiu ita walls. Previooa to that time, 
F^teitanta dying here wero earned out to sea and buried 
In the oeean off Braaen Head. The Portngtiese bnrying- 
ground has a spacious and beautiful location ou a hill over- 
looking the flea, oppodte Loo Book* Ita neat fiont entranoe 
opens opposite the AMhdomendieidademid presentB qnite 
an imposing aspect. The ground is divided into large 
sqnare^i, and these are subdivided iuto grave plots, each 
marked by a stone whioh eontatna ita nomben But this is 
too systematiey and where the plots are ooenpied rsmiads 
one too forcibly of a potato-puLch. Trained along its walls, 
roses, geraoiums, and heliotropes, grow luxuriantly j the 
borders are set in box and other appropriate edgings, ind 
altogether it looks m<»re like a well-kept garden than a dty 
of the dead. A little chapel in the centre heightens the 
illusiooi for it resembles a gardener's lodge rather than a 
temple of religion ; and as yon are abontto leave, after your 
walk and musings, the sexton-gardener quietly obtrudes 
himself, presenting a beautiful bouquet, and a gentle hint for 
a amall lee. Yon aoeept botii, and depart. 

But enoogh Ibr one eot^ c^cgik Beseend with ns, reader, 
from these heiglits ; the inner man calls for something more 
substantial than flowers and delightful scenery ; break a lance 
again with the beggars; sit down with ns to a l^ht dioner 
at Juliett^a good seeond-rate hotel, and drink with ns, sons 
of temperance, a glass of pure and harmless Madeira ; and. 
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ftfter health, to lovad AbMnt ohm, drink to the memory of 
liim who diaeoTored thli lonely iile, 

Where the dtron and olire ue ftirest of fhilt, 

And the voice of the nightingale never is mute. 
Where a leaf never dies in the still bloomiLig bowera, 
And the bee banquets on tbroogh a whole year of flowers." 





4 • 
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History— Popolatloii—Frooeflsioa of Higoelites— A 0ftj*s Bide— Hodm 

of Travelling — ^Horses and Bnrroriucro^t — An Impertbiettt QucstUm— 
Suburbs — Laradu — Irrigation— Wheat Ficddft— Vtmommi Uaum 

To tho wine-dealers and wine-drinkers of the world, the 
name Madeira has been ftmiliaT fb/t ages. By many of our 
oonntrymen it la heard with associaticms the most sacred, 

for there many a beloved consumptive has prolonged a 
precious life, or dosed, amidst its soft and balmy airs, a 
season of snfTeiing. This is our reason fi>r introdndng a 
sketch of its liistory. 

Madeira is the principal island in the group of t hat name, 
the others being the Desertas, nninhabited, and Porto 
Santo^ a small ishind containing a population of less than 
two thonsand. It is 8iipj)uicd, from a reference which 
Pliny makes to certain i-slands which he dcsii^nates by the 
names P^le Ishmd and Manritanian Ishmd, which, he 
says, are "over against the Antotoles^ (the western coast 
of Morocco), "and were discovered by Juba," that this 
island was known to the ancients. The geography of Pliny 
is not as defimte as might be desired, yet this is, peiliaps, 
one of the islands referred to ; and to one who has seen 
Madeira from a distance of twenty-five miles, the adjective 
^^pnrple,'* as applied to it by Jnba, the diseorerer, is 
peculiarly appropriate. This, associated with tiie directioD 
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of their location, as given by Pliny, gives a coloring of 
probaliility to tlie sitpposed identity. In the absence, how^ 
eyer, of weU-endieDticated aecoiule of the aaeient dk- 

covery, their classic Iiistory must stand side and gide, in the 
region of doubt, with the charming romance of their dis- 
eoTery, inyeiited by one Aloafimdoy and pnbiifllied in Paris 
near two hundred years ago. This we may refer to in the 
next chapter. 

£ar]y in the fiftesnth eentniy, when P<»rtiigal was wakmg 
up to that e n terprise in nayigation and discovery which Ibr 

a while ^rave her preeinineuee among tlie nations of Europe, 
and which constitutes her strongest daim to national dis- 
tinotiony ber learned and eneigetie prinoe, Henry IV«y fitted 
out sereral expeditiens ibr the purpose eif exploring the 
terra incogiiita of the African coast beyond iJujadur. One 
of these eayediUons was (in 141d) placed in command of 
JoSo Gk«9alves Zaioo^ who, in attempting to doable CSq>e 
Bojador, was driven out to sea before a violent storm. 
Through part of a day and a long night, he ran belbre the 
fhrions gale, and in the moniiiig foond himself nearing an 
unknown island, nader whose lee be iomA shelter, and 
which, in huiior of his delivc ranee, he named Porto Santo. 
He returned to Portugal to inlbrin his prince of the dis- 
oo^eiy, and on tetnnung to plant a colony Uie ^oflowing 
year, was enticed irom his coarse, when near the istod, by 
a fixed bank of clouds on the western horizon. 8u})i>oMng 
these to be held Utere by the attraction of high lands, he 
shaped his eoorse fi>r them, and despite the threats and 
entreaties of the crew, who looked with superstitioas dread 
on the dark mass, prei»8ed on until he discovered a mag^ 
nifleent island, which, becaiise it was oovered witih wood, 



Digitized by 



MADKIBA. 425 

he called Madeira. The island was soon colonized by 
endgnuato firom PortagiL To ih«ie added oaplhrM 
tiikea in ihe wm of the mother eonstry with tiie Moon, 
which were kept by the colonists in a condition of slavery. 
Skvee were broagl^t alio from the neighbonng eoeet of 
Afrioa, and m 1M2 dsve popukition numbered 2,^0<K 

The discoverer was rewarded with an extensive domain 
in the island, and the command of military governor over 
the larger poiiieii of H. He fi>imded a ho^itai and other 
]mblio oharities m Fonefaal, and left to posterity a name 
embalmed in goo*.! deeds. The popnlation rapuUy increased, 
The vales and hill-aides w«re Ibuud to be as prodnctive in 
grain and fioinaeeoiaa roots, ae they had been m the aatnre 
flora; labor was prodvothre and plenty, and miambHioiis 
contentment smiled on coL and cottage. 

In 15609 quiet of the islandera was disturbed by the 
af firoadi of three French pitTateers, who landed thehr 
crews m the bay of Fraaa F<MrraoBa, and sweeping down the 
slight resistance ofiered by a few soldiers and citizens in 
aimsy fffooeeded to Fonchai, and sacked it. The inhabi- 
tanta, flying ui erery direction, left thehr honaea and pro- 
perty exposed, and the invaders, loading themaelvee with 
money, jewels, and other valuables^ returned to their »hips 
witikont deatroymg property, or personally mahreating the 
inhafoitanta* A yessel was dispatched to lisbon ftem the 
opposite side of the island, bnt long before assistance could 
arrive, the piraticai privateers had sailed for other shores. 
This was among the first troubles of the island, and laid 
the foundation of those eoaat-defencea, which, if properly 
manned, are impregnable. 

In 1580, Portagal and its dependeneiss fell under the 
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of SpdUD, bat in 1640, under Dom Joao IV., the 
dtikm o£ Daring the long jealonsy and wars 
between England and France in the beginning of the 
ccntBrr, the British twice poaseased themselyes of 
irst in 1801, and again in 1807. Hieir possession, 
)M>veTTr, n» bmrIt nominaL, and they justified themselTes 
by saying Ikift l¥mee had so little respect for neutral 
pM«r^ th^ abe wooki certninly posses herself of so con- 
fwmdmmmty if England did not anticipate her. 
kiid of facie is rerv £n?ii^ 
In ISi^ mhen. Dom Miguel osorped the throne of Porto- 
gjijly Madbirm cnme willingly under his rale. His liberal 
%kt ooaidence of the isbmders, and his eject- 
il^ in was an occasion of sorrow to most of 




Leaning over the wail of the American consulate, which 
into the paUia aqfwre, we witnessed, two summers 
a pi»cessioa in honor of Dom Miguel. It was cook*. 
poded ot' MB, ■OMim and children from the country, 
CHae dar. r and singing through the streets to the i 
of the • ^e £>Uowed, with a rabble of \Mf§t 

d«ikeT<^. ■ ported by a staff of 

and in the coarse of a kmg walk, pi 
of the oMtfMMi. The party were 
tame of the ialaiid, whioh is 
people only. With the mt 
fonnei-shaped cap<9^ about 
Korn on the crown of 
nl^OBt the waist, Test> 
breediieS) supported 
skin boots, which 



several inches of tiic calf visible. The women were dressed 
in abort peUlootte of red or oilier bngktKKtoed imrterialy 
doee-fitting oaHeo bocUea, wMi abort aleevea, bright parti- 
colored iicck.ties over beads and trinkets, with boots and 
oaipa like the. men. The short petticoats aod well-filled 
bootlega gave the laaaee of tbe par^ qnte a msiwf appeal^- 
anoe, aad rembided qa of aDine iin fi Mniniae 4ooldng bloomers 
that we had seen nearer home. Both men and women 
were abandantly bedecked with flowers, and carried 
branoheSf wreaths, and poimeUt in their hands, and as 
they sang, swayed them to and €ro with enthusiasnu 

Such parties, we learned from our hali-dozen volunteer 
interpreters, are not nneommon; and, though they are 
generally ao small as not to exdte the jeakmsy of the 
government officials, the sympathy of the lower classes, 
with their liberal sentiments, is deep and extensive. Excuse 
tiUs epiaode in our hiat<W7) iHitoh. we eloee hj aaying tba* 
the pr e e ont (1857) p<^n]la!tioii of the idlaad is aboot 
100,000. Three months ago, before the cholera made its 
feaiM ravages, we might have added twelve or fi^^en 
thousand tnore^ 

Hoont Church, or the ohnroli of onr Iiady of tlie Moan- 
tain — Nossa Sen/tor a de Monte — and the Little Curral, are 
plaoea of gr««t atteaolion to viaitoxa. The Ourrali with ita 
ragged aidea and deep baaui» the wlldlj imgular depo* 
sit ions of its volcanic strata, and the thousand forms of 
vegetable beauty which find iuxui iant life adown its braes^ 
attiaoto the atadeni of natorei while Mount Churdi appeala 
to our love of the aupeniatiiral in its ghostly legends ; and 
if it does too severely try our faith, compensates for the 
draft on our oreduUtj by the attraottve scenery of ita 
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viduage. It situated on the aide of the niountaiii which 
Ibmis tlie back-giomid of Funohal, about two and a half 
siika fnm the eity^ and two thoaaaod fbet abova tha level 

of the sea. 

Oa a bright morning in July, our fleet surgeon and my^lf 
atqi^ped ashtoe fton the aiixl4Niat| intent on a daj^a lide. 
We landed near that hugej^Uar of eUine and mortar, whM 
soiuti ingenious Yankee built for the purpose of unloading 
voBPcla in the bay, iu rough weather. The modmoperondi 
waa by means of eahke^ seeared at one end to the top of the 
piUar, and at the other to themasta of the Teseel, over whkih, 
in crates or boxes, the cargo was to be drawn ashore. The 
aeheme, howerer, had one fiuilt^— a £uilt ooiunaa to many 
Yankee mventiona, namely— it woiildtt*t work. 

Here, engaging a couple of good-looking horses and clever- 
looking attendanle, we mounted, and soon found ourselves 
breathing the morning ezhalationB of the dewy aionntam& 
llie modes of ooQveyanee in Madeira are three. Ffnt,dmig 
from a pole, which is carried by men, in a palanquin, c i a liam- 
mook. The palanquin is a chau- mooh resembling a child's 
endlOy Boapended from a pole by strong wire. It is rnnoh 
used by ladies and invalids as a oonveyaace about town, bat 
for long journeys the haiumock is preferable, and lighter. 
The seeoad mode is in a carriage, set ooaledge-ranMRs and 
drawn by ox^. As the roads of the island are generally 
too steep for wheel- vehicles this is the only kind of carriage, 
and this was not introduced until about ten years ago. Cap- 
tain Boik^t of tiie British amy, enjoys the honor of ila 
invention. It is extensively patronised byplethorie gentie* 
men, and dowager ladies, but is emphatically a slow coach.'* 
The horses of the isUnd are good, weU-lbnnedy and sore- 
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&Mted^ and witii aa attemlaiit may be hired at the rate of 
tvo doUaiBi ad^* 

Ovahtrroq^»ero9---VL%egaiQfi doakey^driv e tB ea tlioee who 
acGompaoy, or liire out horses ai'e called, fuU owed close to 
08r hoBMtf taiiiy and kepi op wkhoat evident effort. They 
are aikmSamagdmmieuki9lih^^ 

scale clifie, or descend ledges to gather gpecimens for senhor, 
and then daooe till miduight. Between them and their 
hmmihM is pei^ oadmtaiicliQg: oaitamjerkaof the 
tail fegnlale the apeed of the anima], nor en be be indmd 
to travel on quietly if his master is far behind. 

The roadirom Funchal to tho church rises, on theaver- 
age, to aa angle of Ji6<* with the horiion^ hat m sooieplaoeB 
itriaesto 80^. Here we Ibimd the riding impleaaant, and 
were often compelled to the unhorsemanlike resort of hold- 
ing to the mane with both handa. Insealing one of the 
afceepsy with my head eloae to the iMvaa^aeaBi, and my heels 
Btickiog up, rather ungracefully, Ij^Iiiiid, my conipaniou 
wanted to know if that was a specimen of the hue horseman- 
lidp for whidi Methodist eiroiut^idacs are cdebiatod. I 
re|died that onr thoughts were qidte oornddent, §Bft I was 
just then thinking of a steep road, by which I used to cross 
the Pine Moontains^ on the old Pike circuit in (areorgia ; but 
that being, at thab time, inspired with aobler pnrpoma than 
at present, I ooidd better atibrd to hold np mf head« For 
the sake of the corps itinerant he hoped it was 8O9 A>r such 
displays of ame^ persoii as I was then - making were not eaL* 
edated to In^nre the biethrett with rermnee fi)r their 
preacher. 

Our road was bounded on both sides by high walls* over 
whioh hnnggeraniamay heliotropesi and fosohiafli pnmpkinsy 
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hurarittnoe. The iiioiiiitdii-ad«i 

kito small plots by substaotial walk. Almost every garden 
tekftootof efeMMytiisfealied wiUistravor gra8B,aadift it 
tile mil blenog of Om poor niiiiy * qidviiriUlof chydM. 

Every inch of these plots was occupied by some usefiil vege- 
tabia or flower ; sweet potatoes, several varieties of puke^ 
and aagar^HM bemg tiie staple arlMlei; iad 
sonnet the yani of Madura, €WiiPit ofiiMMafo or tffmii 
etilentum, spread its bioud loiives oi' ^hiiiy green. It was 
BOW the beat of mkiaammer, yet the gromMl waa mattod 
4y7«r iHth TigalatkMy and tbe litUa «oia w«ra mmmfyvm- 
ble through their snrroiuidings of banana and orange. A 
short ride brought us to the JL^avada — the artery whioh oou- 
taina the Hiift-hlood of tke piaiiMi below. IsHodMhig heae 
aome oba arvaii ona adbaaqacntly made on tiaa ayilen of 
watering, I shall answer some questions proposed by my 
friend President TliomaSi of £moxy, and others^ regarding 
nrigaHoa. 

The Lainda la a alreaniof apting watM-, caught fliit leafia 
down the moiuitain, at a point several miles irom Fouchal. 
It ia ooodootedaioiBMi the bioailof tke aobOfOBlaia in al^^ 
of aoMdmaar^mTv which haa joat indteatioB eoongh to keep 

the water in motion, dividing on its way into veins, which 
themselves divide, and sub-divide, and ramify, in their down- 
ward ooorae, until every ttttla ie&d and patoh, in a aarfm 
of manyndlea, ia soppHed wMi ita little lUaffiver ; ao tiiat, 
could the irrip^ntion system about the city be presented on 
paper, it would represent a n^work, over Uie face of the 
oomitry, of aatonkhing oomplazHy and beauty. Thete are 
no floodgates, or other meohanioal contrivance to ahnt off 
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tile wate at the junctioQ of the variotis braootieBi other than 
a ftv ilOMi baoked by a apadefol 0f or aaod of gnas* 
A Tankee iroaid lunre flouMthing mote haady.^ For this 
water a rent ia paid by the ground-holders, which^ in any 
part of oar oooatryt woald be eeoeldered a lasge price fbr 
the iand itMlf ; and when aale i»iiuide^ a a^parate dead^ai- 
curing tlie privilege of water, when paid for, is trails! n if ted 
with tiio title to liiu real estate. Soma of the most impot*' 
.tent JaapBinto that h»fl teonhlod thAiMrfaLn£Afl.^tM>A 

beea mr«^^toipatOT-priinUg«a^ To the mem pradiM(lh« 

of these fields water is givun as often as twice iii thu wuuk, 
and, as nrnx m we eooid judge, without actual measaiement, 
in qnantiltea equal to an inoh de^ orer the prodooing^ ear* 
fiioe. The time for watenng is the evening. The stone 
gutter which conveys the water discharges it al ihc Liglkeat 
point of the piot» and Ukfinee it i« oondBcted by the ho% not 
ImioediataLy to the roota of the piantB^ bat betwaen the 
rows. 

The soil of Madeira is a tu& — i. e. decomposed volcanic 
dnden and other ig&eoiia auittei>-Huid ia <tf many shades; 
of red and grey mainly, in proportian to the qnanttty of 
oxydized iron which it contains, Substrat:L ui" a niudern clay 
.arc Ircquently met with, xesoitiug from the decomposition 
of the red tofii. This ia natnraily athiratyaoi], and whan 
we add to this the ftet, that but littfa rain fiiUa between 
April and September, it will be seen how indispensable this 
nyitem ia iox the production of £»od foT thia excataiye popn- 
latioot and how the art of man haa anpplied the dafideaoiea 
of nature, and commanded stones to be made bread. There 
are other parts of the island in which irrigation is carried on 
extansivaly, eren where there are no atreama* Stone resei^ 
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voira are built, which are filled in the winter, or rainy sea- 
sou, and distiibuied, as we bare desciibcd aboTe^iu Uie 
Bommer. In lookiDg dowB upon thm fertile temmfl, vi- 
Bionaof nntold acres of mssaCras and bro«m-«6dge vaates, in 
our own beloved State, iluatcd belbre us ; wastes, which but 
a little outlay of genius and capital^ iu turning ne^hboriog 
streams or qprings over theiii^ would oooreri into £nuifiil 
ficldg. That would be a pin-hook bunness, replies ono. 
Well, be it so, Friend Cottonbales. We have yet to learn 
that a little £mu well tilled, givesabig orib well filled.^ 

Mount Churoh is sdll befinre us* Another thousand feot 
is scaled amiJ tlic burkiug of dogs, and tlie chatter of chil- 
dren, who lean over the walls to beg from us as we pass. 
We are in another sone of regetation, the banana and the 
orange arc giving place to the pear, the apple, and the 
plum, and olUor iuuiiliar growtlis. Here we rested lor a 
while, and walked throu^ the beauUM grounds of the 
widow of the ez-gOTomor. Her quinta, like most of the 
suburban villas, is of one story, and in a style which rcmbided 
us of the better class of bouses in the southern States, but 
because of the thickness of the stone walls this is more ood 
in summer, and wanner in winter, than ours. Here we are 
in the midst of wheat-patches now ripe, which will yield 25 
or CO bushels to the acre on an average. We ohserved a 
little variety in the wheat of the several disttiots thro«||^ 
which we passed, but most of it resembles that quality which 
we call Madeira. If I mistake not, this term is aj)plied in 
Georgia to several varieties of red wheats The beard of the 
Madeira toheat is so long that I have often nustaken it for 
barley at a short distance ; the grain is large and long, yields 
ing muoh bran, and a sweet but dark flour. As we ascend, 
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the fi^ds tre larger, cots smidler, and people poorer in ap- 
pearance. The fig-bearing cactos (prickly pear), is here 

cultivated for its fruit, which forms a large portion of the 
food of the peasantry ; and the blackberry — ^native of all cli- 
mates— ^xy^ers ditch and waU. 

. At a little hovel on the road-side^ oar horses came to an 

unbiddeii halt, and threw back their earg with a ** no go'* 
ex]Nrefi6ion. We paused for a reply, when the burroqueros 
ooming up, gave ns a cine to the morement, by asking for 
wine: " vinho, senhor!" and as they spoke, a little dirty- 
£iced tapster appeared at the door, with bottle and glass in 
hand. It was impossible to refose so well-snstained an ap- 
peal, so we treated. The lads drank healths to ns gracefully, 
and turned oft' the sour stuff at :i c^nlp ; tlicn witliout wait- 
ing for spur or chirp, our horses moved on. Reader, if you 
are a freemason, yon may be able to understand how the 
master thus oommnnicates with his horse, though out of 
sight. 

The chnrdi is large, and presents to the road a gable-end, 
Bvrmonnted by two square towers, in which hang several 

bells. It is devoid of architectural beauty, as it should be, 
for in the midst of scenery so grand, St. Peter's would at- 
tract no attention* Leagaea of terraced hill-sides spread 
their carpets of shaded green in every direcUon below us ; 
beautiful country seats marked the landscape with tasteful 
hfo ; here and there the thatch and smoke of humble cots 
rose above the dense shrubbery that would bury them ; 
Funcbal, populous and noisy, seemed slumbering in the dis- 
tance, secure, like Jernsahmi, amid its hilly bulwarks; and 
to the east, the west, and the south, the silent expanse of 
Atlantio spreads its eternal bine. After feasting eye and ^ 
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Hoiil on the richness of a landscape so lull of varied beauty, 
how tamo appeared the tawdry tinsel of the church, and it8 
little altar, not exeepting the large lamp of solid silTer wb- 
pended in the aide. 

The church was built in honor uf the saintly patroness of 
the moantains, who, it is said, has bestowed many ^ivors on 
the inhabitants. It is related that, on an occasion when the 
famine-stricken inhabitants were awaiting the arrival of a 
cargo of graia irom Lisbon, many of the iaithful obeyed a 
call to prayer, to intercede with Our Lady, and that iHule 
they prayed, it was discovered that the clothes of her image 
were wet with saltwater, and that next nioi iiiiig ilie vessel 
was in the harbor. The phenomenon of the wot clothes was 
explained by cm of the sailors of the ahip, who nid that 
while they were becalmed, the previous night, a female figure 
rose out of the water, and drew them into port. A wag 
proposed to prove it all a trick," by showing that the priest 
had a look-out on some favorable height, and that the call 
to prayer was made after the sail was seen approaching — 
that the priest wot the clothes of the statue, etc. i but thki 
wag was doubtless one of those wioked persons who prafiBr 
reason without fiuth, to fidth without sense. The image of 
Our Lady occupies u prominent place near the altar; and 
about her person are stuck rings and breast-pins, the thank* 
offerings of returned sailora, or the gifU of strangers to pro- 
pitiate the origiuul. For the lady herself we have a most 
respectful regard, but beg leave to express the opinion 
that her wooden representative here is a tawdry, ins^iii- 
cant doll I 

Crossing the hand of the sexton, and throwmg some cojv ^ 
pers to the beggars, we remounted and were soon on the 
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edge of the Oniral, and among nustiDg dcmds. Then we 

commenced the steep descent, with our guides hantjing onto 
the horses' tails, to assist in Btrengtbeniug the holdiDg baok^ 
and at length, quite fiitigaed, we reached the bottom. Here 
we rested on a bank covered with wild fern, heatb, and 
broom, and stranger "wild flowers, and contemplating the 
mighty works around us, were lost in silent adoration of the 
power who by the agency of fire called this island from ^tbe 
vasty deep," and clove its mightiest monntains asunder. 

Who toucheth the mountains and they smoke." A little 
stream, mnnnnring throng the almost dry bed of the river, 
osilled onr attention to another of the mighty of his servants, 
and wc saw where tlic winter torrents of unnumbered cen- 
turies had worn through stratum after stratum of solid ba- 
saltic rock. 

Ascending the eastern nde, we fbond ourselves among 
short-leafed pines, and other growths common to our own 
high lands. Here capital has not yet been invested in irri- 
gating the lands, and the crops are snch as can be made hj 
the winter rains — wheat, barley, and Irish potatoes. The 
wheat here is just in bloom, and at least ten days later than 
that we passed a thousand feet below. We made a circuit 
in onr descent so as to pass by the Falheiro, the country 
seat of the former Count Carvalhal. The gi uunds are laid 
out in the KugUsh park style, ornamented with fine trees of 
native growth; and altogether, it is the most desurable 
oonntry residence on the idand. We ^ond onr way down 
over rninow roads, through wheat, and cactus, and fig, and 
cane, and potato patches, small cottages, and beggar 
duldreDf and reached Fmehal in the evening, in time 
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to enjoy a ramptaoiu dmner ^rtth our moat worthy 

COliiui. 

**2>ow iddes the glimmering landscape on the sight, 
And all the air a eoleina stillness holds, 
Save where the beetle wheels his droDiDg flight, 
And drowij tlnldhigs InD the dlatani MAa.** 
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EvcDiDg Walks— Camera dc Lobos— The New Road—The Prazas—Coit 
of Living — Cabinet Workmen and TuiuexS"— Iiaaretto— Yoflpen— > 
Government of Madeira, etc. 

NoTwiTHSTAicDnro the steep idUs and paved streets of 
Fnnclialy there are many pleasant walks to be iovsnd in 
its yidnity. 

The little village of fishermen's iiuts, called Camera de 
Lobos — ^WolTs Den — is three miles distant, and the road 
that leads to it is one of the best in the island. For a part 
of tlic way it trends aloinj; the edge of a high cliff, which 
rises perpendicularly from the Atlantic more than two hun- 
dred §oet ; then over a oomparatiTely level eonntryi among 
wheat, and sogar-eane patches, and fig-embowered cots, 
until it reaches the inclination toward the elevated valley 
in which the ohnroh and vUlage stand. 

The wolMens, from whish, m the early settlements of 
the island, the village took its name, are 0(^1! here, but hav- 
ing been remodelled by the spade and pick, and f&ced with 
roagh stone, are now the dweUing>plaees of men, A know- 
ledge of this ftet explained the astonisbing Toradty of the 
beggars of this district ; the conclusion was irresistible, that 
the present denizens of these hill-side caves — ^the ffmttg 
• Aonto— inherited &om the extinet race, Ii^m, not only his 
dwellmgs, but also the insatiable hnnger, and nntiriup#^ 
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energy in the pui huiL of food, characteristic of the wolf. 
Two old specimen^ wlio might have been partners connu- 
bial, dogged our steps ia that neighborhood throufgh a 
whole summer's aflernooQ, with 

Thftt long slow gaUop, wUcli can tire 

The hound's deep hate, the huntsman^s fire ;** 

and as we turned for Funchal, about simset, the fear that 
they were about to lose the long-pursued prey, brought 
firom them an irresistible howl of petition. When we dis* 
missed them with a few coppers, they growled out some- 
thin which we supposed to be thanks. 

^^What do they say, Hanael?" said I, tunung to ray 
ragged little guide, who spoke some English, 

"The old man jsay yo be guud boy." 
And what does the iemale say V'' 

" He say the ehaoge not worth so ameh blessmg, when 
be walk so much to get him." 

On tiie New Road, as the road between Camera do Lobos 
and Foncbal is called, the American may walk feeling that 
he has a right there, for it was, in part, constmcted by 
American benevolence ; and as this has btcn a subject of 
some animadversion, we would say a word herein justificap 
ti<m of the parties ooDoemed« 

Seasons of famine, owing to protracted droughts, have 
occasionally fallen upon this fruitful island, the last of wbich, 
of muoh severity, was in 1847* In Portugal, £ngland, and 
America, contribntions were made by charitable persons 
for the relief of the suiferers ; corn was purchased and sent 
out, and, with other breadjstuils, was placed in the hands 
of a committee of gentlemen in Fonchal, of whom onr oon* 
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sul, J. Howard March, Esq., was one. ' Many of the appfi* 

cants for bread were able-bodied adnlts, and to keep such 
from contracting habits of indolence during the fisuuine, it 
was determined by the committee that a small amount of 
daily labor aihoald be demanded for daOy bread. It was 
thought that by appropriating this labor to the formation 
of a good road in this part of the island, a double purpose 
could be aeoomplisfaed : that by making a good road be- 
tween Funchal and a densely populated district, a perma- 
nent benefit would be bestowed on the poor of that disttict i 
and at the same time such a road would form a pleasant 
promenade for yintors to the island, most of whom are 
from the countries Avliich coutributed. The Americfin or 
English visitor to Madeira, us he enjoys a breezy walk on 
this beantifiil and gravelled way, finds suffleieiit reason to 
approve of this application of the labor wfiioh his benevo- 
lence supported, and the heavily-lidcn peasant, as he 
trudges along under his burden of fruit and vegetables to 
8up[>l y the demands of the African cruiser, or as he returns 
at night, foot-sorc mi l weary atlcr alonir day of toil, blesses 
the unknown givers of that charity, which not only fed him 
and his fittle ones in time of want, but also opened for him 
a comfortable way to his mountain home. We tliink it 
likely, that if the over-tasked and under-led duukeys of the 
island could be called upon for their opinion — and judging 
from thdr looks, they have opinions on all stt1]|fects— K)f this 
appropriation, indirect, of ]>ul)lic charities, tliey would send 
up a simultaneous d^ray which would silence all croaking. 
A Yankee suggests that the American contributors ought 
not to complain, becaose the islands wiH be ours in less 
than twenty years.** d 
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Annlhftr walk, to which we were psrtialy is firon the 
JVdw da BeMauptb the JPraza ChntHhdeOOj and thence 

through the narrow streets, lined with work-shops and 
storc<>, to the Fraza Academicd, in the ea^m suburbs. 
These Pncu are the pahlio aqnares nnd promenadeB of the 
place, planted in shade trees, and provided with aeals, and 
here the beauty and faj^ljioii of the city nmy be seen taking 
the air in the cool of the evening, and on festive oecasiotts. 
In making this tow, we generally indnded the meat and 
fish, and the vegetaUe markets, and in the beantiftd frmt, 
or some new variciy of fi:i}i, wo always Ibiind something to 
engage and interest. Notwithstanding the hmvj exdae 
and market dues imposed on almost every article offered 
for sale here, nuiiketinsr is very low, as compared with the 
Atlantic markets of America. iServant hire and house-rent 
are less hy one-hal^ in the same comparison ; and to the 
question, often proposed by invalids and others desiring to 
visit Mi4(iiira, as to the expense of living, wo would reply, 
that living is at least one-third less in or about Fnnchal 
than in anj of oar southem cities. Families who live here 
at the rate of fifteen hnndred a year, may live there, in the 
same stylo and comfort, at a thousand. The differenoe in 
the case of a single indiTidnal woold not he so great. 

We freqnently entered the cahmet shops on tins walk to 
witness the operations in carving, veneering, and mosaic 
~^ work in wood, in which the islanders exceL The work is 
done mostly m the Hi and vinhatieOf natire woods of mncii 
beauty, and for neatness and durability, is superior to the 
work of America or England. This is owing to the fact, 
that in Madeira artisans follow Imt one brandi of a trade or 
art» and therelbre attain to great profidenoy and expert- 
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Be8B» and beddeii labor is dhenp. The trade here is, at 
present, ^r the greater part, confined to oentre tables, 

work-boxes, curd-uises, aud the bijou forms of cabiiiet 
work. 

We were attiaoted by the sisgalar and primitive stmo- 
tore of the tnmer^s apparatus. The lathe, oonsisting of the 
usual mandrel aud posset, is elevated but a few inches from 
the ground ; the operator works before it, resting on one 
knee, inming with one hand, and directing the chisel with 
the other, assisting with one foot. The rotary motion is 
given by propelUug a tigbtly-struug bow back and Ibrth 
across the mandrel, around which the string has one turn. 
Great speed may be obtained in this way, and that under 
complete coiilrol j and Lh( i e is advantage also in the two 
motions, to and fsQJXi the operator, in humoring cross- 
grained wood. In most of the mechanic arts the natives 
are espert and tastefbl, but in other departments of labor, 
phy sical or mental, especially those involving the inventive 
genius, so maoh may not be said of thenu 

This walk may be extended pleasantly to the XosansMo, 
ji liQspital for the treatment of elephantiasis among the poor, 
a disease of frequent occurrence, and bere said to be incur- 
able, as it is not known that a single core has been effected 
in the island. 

Returning from one of these evening strolls, we once 
passed the little chapel of the convent JShMOimabc&Oj just as 
the sonast bell rang Ibr vespera. We entered the twilight 
apartment with a few who were waiting to pay their even- 
ing devotions at its dimly-lighted altar, and heard the ves- 
per hymn as it floated thiomgh the curtained grating, and 
fiUad the chapel with sofCo«oes strains, soft as the 1?re|ithisg 
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of an .Eolian harp. The bwceL music, the solemnity of the 
hour, the earnest devotioa of the worshippers, the iact that 
we were in a plftoe dedicated to the aerrioe of our oonuaoa 
Lord and SaTioar, inspired us with devotion, and for a mo- 
ment forgetting our prejudices, ive fell that it was good to 
be there. It occurred to us to ask, why are not Protestant 
chorohes, espedaUy In onr citiesi open at this hour, con* 
sccruted to prayer by the practice of the churches in all 
ages, for the benefit of the stranger and the passer-by? 
Is it yet sufficient objection that such a practice is pur- 
sued by the Church of Rome? It is to be feared, that 
wiili a liiajority of Protestant Cliristenduia it is so. AVe 
once heard a Methodist nunister of higli position in the 
church, talk nonsense for an hour and a hal^ attempting 
to prove that there was no analogy between class-meet- 
ings and Koman coulcssionals, proceedii^, the while, on 
the assumption, $h(U if any meh anaioffy eaeisted^ it would 
be a nfffleient objection to the ekue ! By such reasoning 
we would deprive ourselves of the erccds, ilie Lord's 
prayer, and indeed of the Kew Testament itsclt But the 
Protestant Church is fast recovering £^mi the extremes 
inseparable firom a thorough reformation, and will soon 
occupy that via media, bi t ween a dry, unattractive Puri- 
tanism, and that system of forms where apiritoaUty is 
^swallowed up in the excess of symbolism, and in which 
^ crown shall flourish, 
i^lule we arc among the people of Madeira, let us turn a 
to timr system of government. 
1841, the Madeira Islands sustained the relations of 
i colony to Portugal, but in that year were raised into the 
4ignity .of a province, and are now treated as an integral 
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pM of the IdngdoiiL The proTlnoe is divided into eight 
districts, called eoncMas^ in each of which there is a 
municipal chamber, composed of nine members, who are 
elected hienniaUy^ and a connoil chamber of the same num- 
ber, who are seleoted firom amongst the highest tax-payers 
of the concelho. The comicil chamber estimates and limits 
the expenses of the concelho^ and in concert with the 
mnnioipai chamber, levies taxes and eonteaots loans to 
meet the mnnieSpal ezpsnses. The governor, with a cabi- 
net of four members (all of wLoiu are a})pomtod by the 
crown), has a qaaMed snpervision of the acts of the 
Bramoipal chambers, and can remit taxes in individoal 
eases. He is also the interpreter of donbtfU ccmtracts, and 
the supervisor of election returns. 

The general Junta of the province is composed of thir< 
teen membezs, who are deoted by the mtmkipsl ohambm, 

and serve two years. To it the governor is in some degree 
amenable for his oihcial acts, yet he has the power to dis- 
solve this body, and if his act of dissdstion is approved by 
the home government, a new election of membm takes 
place, and a new Junta is formed. The general JunU meets 
annnaliy, estimates the expenses of the provmoe, assesses a 
tax to meet that expense, and determinee what proportion 
of said tax shall be met by the various oonoelhos. The 
province of Madeira is represented in the Cortes of Portu- 
gal by four members, chosen by deetors, who are elected 
by the roters. Hie property qnalifieation of the voter is 
the possession of an annual income of $100, independent of 
his personal labors ; and small as this may seem, it excludes 
a minority of the aduh male popototion. The elections are 
held at the parish churches, under the inspection of priests, 
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hj Wliom TOtan mast bo reootgnised b6£»x« the vote caa bd 
enrolled* 

The present judicial systmn oameiirto vogue in 1841, and 
law lA now adBainifitercd by a jury and lour judges. The 
lowest of (beae, oaUed jm9 d& path u tbe 1^ arbiter of 
snull diflTerfflices, whose duty it is to keep parties from 
going to law, if possible, and to decide linally in caries where 
six dollars or less arc involved. 

The juim tkUo^ndg^ eleo^b— ^tiies oases of trespass by 
oattle, in fields at vineyardi^ and oharges of offimce againsl 
muiiicipal regulations. 

The Jui» ord»Rario---^rreq^ding with oar joetioe of 
peace — stakes oogniiaiiee of soits in whioh $S0 or less are 
involved, and hears charges of offenco against the pnblie 
peace. The juiz de c/cre»^<>— judge of law — possesses powers 
similar to those of onr superior ooart judges^ GriauaaL 
cases are tried by a jory of nine or twelve, who are judges 
of the fact only, and the vci dict must have the support of 
two-thirds of the paoeL Where the sentence of the judge 
ia death or baniahmeaty appeal may be taken to. the siiptemo 
tribunal at Lisbon. 

The revenue of the Madeiras ia derived from a duty 
imposed on all importSi except a few articles of breadstuff; 
and on wine and other exports; and an exdae on aU meats 
and fish offered for bale, uud uu most of the agricultural 
prodiicliouii. On meats, this excise is three per cent* 
ad valorem^ on fish six, and on grains and other prodaoe 
ten per cent. The annual revraue of this little province, 
whose population is under 105,000, is $210,000; and when 
we add to this the taxes ibr amoMo and provincial 
purposes^ it will appear that the dweUers on this beaift<^ 
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tifiil idaod pay dearij fyr that Uming called gOTem- 
ment. 

rbe iiitelHcrent and travelled American is not a filibnstor. 
Me believes that his form of governmoDt is the best in the 
yinaid^for AmmcooM ; but among other people, he often 
sees the want of that intelligence and appreciation of citiI 
relations, without which our degree of personal and civil 
liberty would be an eviL Hence he does not ^ out with 
cTery fenn of gorenunent that he etnmbles on^ in hie tonr 
of the world, because it is un-American. But, however 
oonservative and philosophical he may be, he cannot alight 
npon a land and population like this^ without feeling a ^ 
strong denre to infuse a little of the American spirit among 
them, and, ill least, to knock off the fetters of a state- 
imposed religion. Yet, with all their burdens, the people 
look contented and cheerfal c an we say as mnch of our 
own masses ? The peassntry, especially, are a light-hearted 
and gala-day population, of simple habits, and unambitious 
aims. Their ignorance of politics is their bliss, and, like 
one bom without eyes, they can Ibrm bnt a fiunt conception 
of the value of light. In studying such a phase of hmnanity, 
we conclude with Fope, that 

*' Order is licavcn*8 first law ; and this confeat, 
Some are, and must ho, free-er than the rest, 
Uore rich, more wise ; but viho infers from hence 
That such art happiw, ahocka all common aenM." 

To the sources of revenue mentioned abov e, should be 
added the monopolies of soap and tobacco ; the former of 
whidi, in 1654, brought the government oyer 125,000, 
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No waoditat the peof^e sre dirty when oteaplmeeB is ao 
heavily taxed. The Ordifl weed, a cryptogamem plant, 
mach used in dyeing, was formerly gathered and exported 
in laige qnantitieB from the Madeim and Cape Verd 
Iidaadfl» The goTennaent nKmopolised the ezpoxtMion. 
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VADBUUL — COOT IN P B D. 

A Dftj'a Blde-^-Ghruid Caml— Th« Viiie and tlia Wine of Madflim— 
CMogj of tho Oorral ud Iifauid Gentraiif — IhMibk in the Dinner 
Basket— A Soliloqaj. 

The Currdl das Freiras — ^FoM of the Nuns — commonly 
called the Grand Curral, is the great curiosity and altrac- 
tioQ of Madeira, so we determined to see it before taking 
our final departure. 

Early iu tho morniiicj of a July <la\ , and while the dew 
Btill f^parklcd in diamonds on the grass and hedge-rows, 
Dr. Lieutenant A., and myseli^ engaged three good 
horses, with their attendants, and a Insty fellow to carry 
a basket of provisiomi, and took \\\) owv road through 
fragrant lanes, and gardens of banana and coffee-trees, for 
the distant monntmns* Our roote lay through the parish 
of San Antonio, one of the prettiest, most populous and 
productive districts of the island, and which, in the wine- 
producing days of the Madeiras, furnished the best wine. 

Tell vs something of the wine, says one. Ah I reader, 
if you have a penchant toward good wine, let us offer 
you our sympathy, for the days of "old Madeira" are 
ended ; the years of the sweet Malmsey, and the luscious 
Sercial, and the Btial, and Tinta, and Yerd^lho, and Palhdte, 
and Surdo, and Kegrinho, natives of these hills, are num- 
bered. 
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The island, which once produced, for foreign markets, 
fifteen tkousand pipes of wine (the harveAt of 1808) is now 
known no more Moong wine-prodnoing conntriea. 

This ia the fifth year (1857) in which no wine has been 
produced. For three years the vine-dresser waited in anx* 
ions hope, bat the blight continned to grow worse, and at 
length the much loved and long cherished Tine waa oat 
down to make room fur the more homely growths of com 
and sugar-oane. This disease manifests itself in the springs 
in the cnunpled appearanoe of the lea^ and the withering 
of the young fitdt. Soienttfio men suppose that thevinei 
having been so long the only crop cultivated in the wine 
districts, has at length exhiuuted those propertied of soil 
which gave it froitfiihieBa, and that theae propertiea can 
only be restored by a process which may require ages for 
its development. Those chemical agents known to abound 
in grape-prodncing aoiUk, have been applied here withoat 
perceptible effect, and now the vine which of yore prodaced 
buiiciie.H as abundant as leaves, has disappeared iVom the 
hill-sides and vales, and is found only in gardens, cherished 
by the sangoine owner in hopea of better days, or preaerved 
by that aentiment which eays, 

** Woodmsn, tqptre that tree." 

The above theory of the blight may be correct ; bat our 

observation, in parts of the island where the vine is in a 
comparatively now soil, suggests an objection, for here we 
witnesaed the aame diaeaaed condition of the plants and aa 
folly developed, aa in thoae aoila where, from being too long 
the unvaried crop, it is supposed to have exhausted certain 
essential elements. The wine now in the island ia ia the 
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hands of a hw wealthy merehamsy and is held at a price 

which is daily increasing. Is it not a little remarkable that 
Madeira ^ inc is as abundant in the American market as 
e?er, and that it ean be bought at aoj eoimtrj slore in the 
interior at a |moe which is hmer than the present fint cost 
in Madeira! If you doubt the genuineuess of the article 
ex nil lino the — label 1 

The Tarieties of the yine coltifTated in Madeira were not 
indlgenons ; they were imported fnmk Oypms in the eaily 
settlement of the island, and the ikiluro of the present gene- 
ration contribates, with observation of kindred effects in 
other plants, to confirm onr belief in an opinion whidi is not 
generally entertained by naturalists, but which has, nerer^ 
thelesSy long existed, viz^ that exotio plants will eveutoally 
•* run out.** 

For three miles or more, the oonntry through whic^ we 

passed is so thickly poijuhai j tliat it forniii a. continuous 
village of cots. The clatter of our horse's hoois on the stone 
pavement bron^t the women and children to the walls or 
hedges of ^elr fittle gardens, but we rode too ftst'to afford 
them much opportunity of begging: in two instances, linv- 
ever, we slackened our pace. One was where a pale, 
afflicted mother leaned over the low wall of her garden, 
liolding in her arms a deformed and sickly inftnt, silently 
appealing for charity by pointing, with an expression of 
heartfelt distress, to her little babe. The other was the 
appeal of an old blind roan^ who was led to his wicket gate 
by a Kttle girl on crntches, and almost helpless. To such 
appeals the American ofliccr is seldom deaf. lie is a 
Stranger to the language of the appellant^ but true sorrow 
has a universal language, and seldom fiuls to make itself 
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heard in unhaidoned hearts. He givea, and pruyci^ and 
Uesamga foUow Mm oa his journey. 

The wheet harvest is here gaibering in, and In a manner 
new to lis, and peculiar to the islaml. It is not cut by 
eradlc or reaper, but puUed up by the roots, Btalk after 
aUlk, bound in amali bondles^ and itad^ed in the field. 
They make clean work of their harvesting. No Ruth may 
glean handiulsi, or even stray cars, in these fields, for stern 
poverty^ and inezoraUe taxssoUeotors, diire the poor ienr 
ant to glean every ear and gather every straw. 

At ii distance of about four miles from Funchal, we passed 
through a fine grove of native woods — the til, which yields 
a valoable timber lesembMng our Uaok walnat» bat moire 
compact, the scientific name of which is very appropriate 
(laurena /cetena), for it emits the meanest of odors ; and 
large tvees of the Madeira nnt^ with ns called the En^^idi 
walnat. 

AVhcn five miles of our journey were accomplished — and 
be it remembered, that five miles where one is coutinually 
ascending or descending steep hiUif» are eqnal to twice the 
number in our coraitry — ^we found ourselves traverfliDg 
mountains too steep for cultivation, but whose gorso and 
heath-covered sur&ce afforded fine pasturage to fiocks of 
goats. 

As wo advanced, our road dwindled into a narrow path, 
and in turning the sharp angles on the chfiy momitain sidfii 
we oflben found ourselves on excavated dielves, overlooking 
vales several hundred feet deep. In advancing over such 
dizzy passes, we followed the example and advice of the 
doctor, who suggested that in such pbices it was more ea^ 
to keep necks whole than to mend them after they were 
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broken, and iumngt witbal, more oonfidanee in our own 
legB than in those of onrhonesy we preferred to walk. At 

midday the guides told us thai we were at the usual stop- 
ping-place for the horaes ^ we proceeded a short distaoee 
around the aide of the monntain^ on fbot^ and there a aeene 
of oyerwhehning grandeur bnrat into view. 

The position wo occupied was an elevation of four thou- 
sand feet above ihe level of the aeai which now reflected the 
raya of an almoat yertioal aan, and j^iitened in tiie diatanoe 

like an occau ormullen guid. 

Silence etcm^ reigns among these hills ; stray goats are 
the only f^W^^^^ whioh pnisne the aoant herbage of these 
heights, and the fidcon and hawk are the nndistnrbed poi^ 

sessors of the craggy summits. 

The atmosphere was light and cool, and finding a point 

whioh gave ns full view of the depths and heights snbltme, 

* 

we sat down nnder the shadow of a great rook to wonder 

and enjoyment. "We were three thousand feet above the 
lowest depth of the Cttrral, and two thousand £9et below 
the peaks which towered oyerhead. 

The Curral, which is called the central crater of the 
island, is an irregular circular basin, whose base stands at 
about a thousand &et above the level of the sea, and whose 
walla rise around it to the height of five thousand feet. 
These wailb are the noblest mountains of the inland — the 
Fico Grcmdtif the jagged crested TorrhinaSy and J^co 
lUdva^ whose nuyeatie head peers above the donda. 

When the bdiolder recovers his conscious individnality 
among the vast proportions around him, and transports of 
admiration give phm to thonght&d inquiry, the first oon- 
ehudoii will likely be, that he ia beholding, in the Cnrral, 



Digitized by Google 



i 



PSB80HAL ADTSNTirBIB A2n> OBSEKYAHOIiS* 

IIm cfaler of «ii eztinct voloaao; then imagliuitiini takes 
up ih» euy tnk of ttliDg the vast ezmyMioii wHh lire, and 

the atmosphere above it with miokc, and liglitrnnc, and 
tkunder ; and be beholds the IsTa, in streams of fire, rolling 
in remtleaii manea to tiie Tales below. A stody of the in* 
elioation and relatiTe position of the oleaTlj-defined strata 
of its wails, together with an analysis of their matter, which 
IB often tiacbytio and baaaltio eoi^gkmerate, oemented by 
the Va&Bf vili diaripatethia ia apteaaioD, and rereal the more 
astoonding fact, that the materials which compose these 
inonnt4>in« were origiually thrown from sotno volcanic focus 
now nnknown, and depoaitod on the bed of the CMsean ; that 
sabseqiMnlly this matter was raiaed to Ha present height by 
some mighty geological convulsion, and riven into ihese 
vast crevioes and gorges by the expansion of ooniined steam 
and gaaes^ 

That the Cnrral is a crater of eleratlon, is perhaps the 
more plausible of the two tiieories which propose to account 
&r its inunediate origin. The materials whii^ compose the 
snifiMse, were oertatnly not depoKted aoeording to their q»e- 
cific gravity, an effect which naturally follows when disso- 
Tered matter falls through water <^ any considerable depth, 
and thia ooens as an ol:geotion to Hs sabaqneons formation. 
This order of deposition is a i^eral eharaoterisdo of omters 
of elevation, and the only mark which the Ciin al lacks in 
^ proof of its elevation. And did not the philosophical hypo- 
theais of Mr. B. Y . Harooort meet the oljectioa, it woidd 
stUl be more easy to accept this theory of its origin than to 
suppose it to be of subn&iai formation, when the testimony 
of the rocka, whidi compose ita oong^omerate beds, is to the 
ahandant preaenoe of water m theirfoTmallon; andespe- 
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eiafly whea^ firom tlie Banunit of Pioo Ruivato the plaoe of 
tiie ooeaB, there am no evidenees of Toloaaio w op ti o ne sub- 
sequent to the upheaval ot the island. 

After eonsiderable obeerration amcogtheyoleanie ialands 
of the Atknticy we venliire to Bnggest that the imgiJarij 
deposited surface of tlie Curral, and that too for a consider^ 
able depth, may bo accouuted ibr hj the mechanicai ciiects 
of rakfli torreata, wiada, and mehang now% in faringh^ 
down matter from the amsovadmg waila to eompoae thia 
fi'agraentary stratum ; and that beneath it may be found 
traces, at least, of those beds of matter, depOMted according 
to ite BpedUo gmnty, which <^araeteEiie entem of defSr 
tioD. Of the period and k>eH8 of the fbroM, Mr. Hareonrt 
sa^'S that "all the volcanic beds of which Madeira is cora_ 
posed, with those in the Medttenraaean and other parte of 
the world, appear to have been npheayed from the bed of 
the sea, at the iniocene period of the tertiary epoch,*' by a 
force '^iu or below the trachytio formation." 

We were indulging in 0peoiihMi<»a like theae, when aome 
one annoonced from the dinner-basket that the caterer had 
forgotten to provide bread. "What, no bread, after riding 
half a day on an empty stomach " No bread, and we at 
an devation of four thousand feet in a hnngry atmosphere !** 
It sounded like the knell of doom ; dreams and jjhilosophizing 
fled before it, for they require good dinner^^ either in pos- 
aea^ or proapect-^e sky darkened— the Grand Ourral 
became a ohaos of chance>made chasms, and tt&Bk of nnmean- 
ing contour — gmndeur, beauty — nonsense ! nothing is grand 
. or beaotii'ul to a hungry man, who has no dinner in prospecU 
The doetotr offered ua some ezoeUent puns, but puns are 
poor fiobatitntea £>r bunsi and our eaae was beooming dea* ^ 
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pente^ when one of mmho mm euioU9$ boysi who had jomed 
our pttitj with the hope of getting somethiog to eat^ sag- 

gestcd that bread could be obtained in the villacre below. 
Ah, blest) onilcdged bumpkin, I coold embrace thee if tiiou 
wert eleanert One <^the boyB was dispatched inthoat 
many words ; the thermomeier rose in the emodonal de* 
partment at once j the doctor's jokes, good in themselTeBi 
borrowed ctiapneis from the antioipated ponefl» and we 
talked the hour away nntil the mesBengcr returned with a 

load of bread in liis dirty shirt, which wa!% notwithstanding 
the contact, fresh and sweet, and enough lor all hands. 

The Tillage and church of JMramenio stand on an In- 
dined plane two thontand Ifeet below ns, and look like a 
child's toy village in a mimic garden, and its banana and 
8Qgar-oane patches add Tariety and beanty to the scenery 
of the Onrral. We spent the hours of the afternoon in 
delightful and soul-eleviitiiig contemplatioiis, iuid when 
the shadows of the UiU ponVs began to lengthen across the 
vales, turned our &oes for FnnohaL 

It was our intention to return by the JhrtHm^ the 
country seat of the late Consul Veitch, in whose well- 
appointed garden the tea-plant flourishes in great variety, 
but the day was too ftr spent* 

I dropped behind the party to take the last lingering 
look, which impresses the object of oar thoughts more 
deeply on the memory than a thousand casual glances, and 
told to the passing breese, in feeble language, the emotion 
stirring wilhin us. Farewell, thou wondrous child of nature, 
creation of omnipotence, hand-writing of the Infinite ! I 
have enjoyed Ibr an how the silent worslnp of thhie up- 
lifted hands, and the fragrant incense of thine altars ascend- 
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ing to tlie Eternal ! I Lave walked thy venerable liills as 
the chUd of yesterd&j, and thou bast smiled upon me ; my 
voice rang in tho crags, and then didst answer me ; I have 
rested an hoar by lifers way-side and mused with thee ; I 
have asked the secret of thy birth, aud the number of thy 
years, but thou wast silent. Yet thou hast been my 
teacher, and the lesson, which is my frailty, shall never be 
forgotten. And when I have slept the sleep of many gene- 
rations, and stranger feet from afar shall tread thy heath 
and valleys, and wonder and worship as I have done, thou 
wilt teach them in thine own pure language the lesson thou 
bast tauglit me^ — may tbey learn it well ! But still through 
ages and uncounted cycles thou thyself sbalt stand, as thou 
hast stood, swept by the winds and bathed in the clouds of 
heaven, till lie who called thee from the deep to praise 
him shall despoil thee of thy beauty, and thy grand crea- 
tions crumble into dust 1 

•< Be mute who will, who can, 
Tet I win praise thee with Impasdoned TOioe I 
He didit thou conslitate a priest of thine 
In each ft temple as we now behold, 

Rear'd for tliy presence ; tliercfore I am bound 
To worship, here and erery where," 
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CHAPTER V, 

MAPEIBA,— OOJfi'm UMSbm 

CUmAta— Winda and Rains — A Resort for ConsumpiiTe Inrallds— TMl* 
rnony of Eminent Men— daaiet of InTftlids— Church and Schools. 

It in dae the reader that we ehould make some note on a 
climate, the ihme of whose ealabrity is proverbial, and to 

which so many sufferers liave looked, and are now looking, 
with hope, as to ft dernier reaaort, when means nearer home 
have been exhausted without effect 

Madeira is in full possemion of thoee natural causes which 
give insular climates llie advantage over continental in 
equability of temperature; and, besides, in the time of 
year in which the wet and dry seasons occur, in the tegv^ 
larity of its land and sea breezes, the conformation of its 
surface, the character of its uoiis^ and perhaps in other 
causes yet undefined, possesses advantages peculiarly ita 
own. The average temperature of Funchal through the 
year is CO^ Faliroulieit ; and the average variation between 
the miniiuum of winter and the maximum of summer not 
more than 12^ Fahr., and in most years not more than ll**. 
the coldest weather occurs in February, and the warmest, 
between tlie middle of August and the iniddie of Septem- 
ber, at which season visitors and invalida go into the 
mountains, where the airs are balmy and invigorating* 
From observations made during our several visits to the 
island, we noticed that the greatest daily variation was 3° — 
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tliatj between 4 a.m. and 2 p.m., and in the roadstead at 
half a mile ff om the shore. It is shown also by tables com- 
posed hj competent and reliable meteorologiBts, that this 
variation has seldom exceeded 4^ and that seasons occtir in 
which the thermometer stands for days together Avilhout 
moving a degree. To us, poor children of the Atlantic 
States, v/lth the most variable climate in the world, and 
where this annual variation h often seen in an hour, snch 
facts as these arc almost incredible, but servo well in array- 
ing the countries which possess them before our minds in 
eternal summer and beauty. Yet the God of nature has so 
adapted man's nature to outward conditions, that we are 
perhaps Tiot more sensible to a variation of twelve degrees, 
than is the Madeiran to a change of fonr« 

The rains, as stated in Chapter IT., fall in the spring and 
autumn, and are comparatively light in quantity, averaging 
about thirty inches per annum, which is but two-thirds of 
what fikUs on the greater part of England, and scarcely half 
of what sometimes falls in manv of the southern States. 

Madeira is situated on the outer edge of that zone of the 
Atlantic ocean which is swept by the northeast trades, and 
the prevailing winds on the sea, in its vicinity, are from 
that quarter: but immediately on its sliorcs local causes 
operate to produce various currents, and on the island 
itself, the breezes are so broken by peaks and ravines, that 
the true course of the wind is unascertainnble. 

On tlie soutli side, however, and especially iu the vicinity 
of Fonchal, the lanc^-breeze by night and the sea-breeze by 
day, follow each other with remarkable regularity. The 
harmattan winds, which are so unfavorably known on the 
African coast, by the white man and the emigrant, are 

20 
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often felt here — called Jj*£ktey from the course in which 
thej oome — and straoge to say, are considered salubrious. 
The cODsnmptlTe breathes freer^ and the wan ure revived 
by them. They are characterized by the same haze, and 
coutam the same impalpable powder which w^e obi»ervo iu 
them fhrtber south. Their eontmoance here is from four 
to eight days, occurring at irregular intervals, and followed 
by rain. 

For more than a centuryi this island has been the retreat 
of consnmptiTe invalids from the north of Europe, and ' 

America, but especially from England. The salubrity of 
the climate, attributed to the uniformity of its temperature, 
and the softness of its transitions, have been the great 
attraotions ; yet many have gone there but to find a grave 
among strnnccors, and others to return to their native skies 
% unimproved, weary of life, and hopeless of relief 

To the question which has been asked so oft^ with 
hollow voice, accompanied by that sanguine look and 
spiriiucl expression whicii beam from the consumptive eye, 
would you advise me to go there we can answer but in 
general terms, and that in the language of others ; for we 
possess but little knowledge of the physiological effects of 
climate. 

The following opinions of the climate of Madeira, in this 
aspect, are from men of sdence and experience extensive on 

this subject. 

Wm. Guurley, M, D, F. R. C. P., etc., who, during a 
residence of eighteen years in the island, seems to have 
made the effects of its climate on phthisical patients a 

special object of study, says : " ^Madeira, from its imiformity 
of temperature and purity of atmosphere, is the fiivorite 
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retreat of consumptive patients. Here the unhappy suf- 
ferers cheat the winter of their own climate, and gain that 
cessation of saffcriDg which 80ch a situation is fitted to 
prodnce. 

"It would be well if the pliyslcians of such patients were 
to recommend a cliange of temperature in the first stages 
of the malady,^ etc. 

Dr. Heineken, an English physician and surgeon of repu- 
tation, who also resided in the island, says : " I shall take 
for granted that mj medical brethren will only advise those 
who are likely to benefit by climate, to quit their native 
shores ; and with this proviso, I do not Iiesitate to say, that 
Madeira holds out advantages that are not to be met with 
combined in any other quarter of the globe.'' Robert 
White, Esq., London, says: "A lengthened sojourn in pur- 
suit of health among the most favored localities of the south 
of Europe^ enables the writer to add his testimony to the 
decided snperiority of the dimate of Madeira over all those 
he has visited." 

We have personal friends now living in simg quintas in 
the vicinity of Funchal, and^ in a good degree, enjoying 
life, who left their homes after having been given up by the 
fiiculty. With them the disease is not removed, but 
arrested; and they are purchasing life at the price of con- 
tinuous exile ; for they dare not return to the loved, but 
unkind airs of their native hills. We would not, however, 
unduly excite the hopes of the too sanguine sufferers, for 
many have visited these shores in a condition more hopeful 
than that of those referred to above, but without finding 
any arrest of developineut, or relief from pain. 

Climate, we are inclined to think, should not be regarded ^ 
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as remedial in its effisots^ even under the greatest advan* 
tages, but rather as palliative. A too dry, or a damp, or a . 

variable aiuiusphcre, asrc^iavates consnmpuou; a fculily 
dry, equable climate will be a favorable circumstance in its 
treatment. 

In the Madeiras and Floridas, the popular resorts fbr the 

consumptives of bolli hemispheres, and also in the Canaries 
and Havana, we have been conversant with three Hslasaea of 
patients, of whom we may speak^ as classes, withont com- 
mittini; ourselves to advice, 

First :. Those upon whom the waster was taking hold, 
but who, by a timely departure from an irritating cUmate, a 
strict regimen^ and moderate but skillful medical attention, 
have eluded the liimer grasp, and are now in full prospect 
of perfect restoration. The second class includes thoee 
who, like our Madeira fiiends; watted until the disease 
became deeply seated in the system before seekin!:: the 
effects of southern gales, to whom recovery is impossible, 
but who, by strict attention to diet, dress, and exercise, 
and perhaps the use of palliative agents, are keeping the 
destroyer in a quiescent state, aud may prolong liie to u 
good oM :\^Q, 

The third class are those who left theur homes in a state 
at once helpless and hopeless; for whom nothing oould be 

hoped but tiiat in a more sunny laud they might find a pas- 
sage to the grave, softened to the noiseless tread ; that the 
remaining days might be freer from pain, and the expiring 
breath come softer and liulit< r. To say notliinir of the 
folly and wickedness of deceiving the poor .sutlVrers by 
offering a new ground of hope, when friend and physiciaii 
see that the most serious consequences aro inevitable, we 
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much qttestioD the propriety of romoval as a means of com- 
fort to the sek one. Oonld one of this class be transferred 
to a more Lai in y clime without the latigue of travel, and 
snrronnded by all the comforts of home, life mighi be pro- 
longed a few hom«, and the last breathings might be softer ; 
but when we consider tlie cftects of travelling, the ])ain of 
parliug with friends, and the discomturts of a new home, on 
nerves and feelings, alasl too sensitive, we are led to 
question if the final honr has not been hastened, and the 
troubled spirit burdeiuMi with au adtiilioual sorrow. To 
such, offer the hopes of religion, rather than those of 
health. Talk to them of the green fields beyond the flood, 
of the snnlight and deathless bloom that rdgn forever over 
the plaiua ol b\i>> , of the beauty of the city of God, and the 
hale breeses which bathe the eternal hills; and teach them 
to hope for the life which flball not die, throngh the merits 
of a Saviour's pas^iuii. Let them die at home, where the 
prayers of friends shall contribute to sustain them in the 
trying hour, and tears of affection consecrate the final 
resting-place of the- beloved. But, as "Hope springs 
eternal in the hectic breast," the buiiurer in the last stages 
of consumption who may read these pages, will dwell with 
fond derire on the general climate of Madeira, and imagine, 
that for him to breathe its soft airs, would be hfc and 
health* 

In passing throngh the streets of Funchal, in the evening, 
one may occasionally meet a stent, good-natnred looking 

old gentleman, sheltered under a large three-cornered 
cocked hat, dressed in a long black gown, and generally 
snpported by three or fi»nr closely shaven gentlemen, dreased 
in black gowns like himself but wearing on their heads 
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small square caps. As he moves quietly along he recuves 

the salutatious of the passer, and occasionally a peasant 
crosses the street to kiss the ring on the little hnger oi Im 
left hand. 

TTiis, reader, is the venerable bishop of the diocese of 
Fiinchal — the spiritual head of the Christian Churoh in these 
islands ^ and these gentlemen, though ungraceful in appear- 
ance, and neither intellectual nor spiritual in phyriognomy, 
are his worthy stalV and ghostly advi<»ers. The devotees 
iiiliiug on their knee<;, and iiiliug their caps while they kiss 
the sacred seal of his ring, are some of the more aealous of 
his flock, seeking the good man's blessing. The bishop, as 
represented to us by his friends, is " a most worthy man, a 
good judge of wine, an excellent hand at cards, a jolly com- 
panion, and very lenevdent As he preaches but seldom 
— ^leaving that to the lower clergy — wo could learn but 
little of his cliaracter in this respect ; indeed, it is hardly to 
be expected thataMAofi should condescend to the com- 
mon place of preaching, and when it is done it is received 
us a gnu'ioua condescension. 

The church in Madeira has not kept pace in external rank 
and importance with the political advancement of the 
island, but has rather taken a step backward. Formerly, 
this group constituted an arch-episcopal see ; now it is but a 
bishopric, mider one bishop. It numbers one hundred 
presbyter priests, one deacon, and a number of dericoM in 
minoribns, or students who haye received orders, and has, 
in connection with the cathedriU at Funclial, a dean, an 
arch-deacon, three canonical dignitaries, and twelve canons. 

Ifadeira and Porto Santo constitute fifty parishes, which 
iu u divided into circiilos^ according to the number of taini- 
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lies, and in each circtUo there is a priest, and a vestry com- 
posed of two or four Ia3mien, according to the population. 

The vestry, witli the priest as cb;iirmaii, Las command of 
the charities contributed, the care of the church property, 
etc That smacks of *^lay representation," and sonnds a 
Httlc republican t All the eecledastical preferments of im- 
portance are made by the crown, and iVoiu it the clergy 
receive their support 

The standard of literary attainment among the priests of 
l*ortngal, and its dejiendencies, is quite low; the rcquii'e- 
meats for the priesthood being Latin, dogmatic theology, 
morals, and vocal mnsic. 

There is, perhaps, no sect in America whose clergy are 
not superior to them in general and scriptural iuieiiigcnce; 
and, so far as we have seen, and we have seen closely, the 
same comparison holds good whta extended over Enrope* 
Whore can we find anything to justily the popular belief, 
that, as a body, the clergy of the Rom hi Catholic Church 
are more learned than the clergy of the Protestant (catho* 
lie) Chnrch ? Perhaps it may be found in the superstitions 
veneration of the niusseH for a dead language. There is a 
theological school in Fnnchal, supported by its endowment 
and an snnual contribution from the crown. It averages 
aoout twelve scholars — the^o mostly Irom the lower classes ; 
but in common with the priests of Madeira generally, they 
are quite moral. The morals of the people also reflects 
some credit on the church. The highest number of serious 
offences known to occur in one year was 153, three of which 
were murders. 

The Protestant Church is represented here by the £ng* 
lish chaplaincy, to which we have before referred, and a / 
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society of Presbyterians, whose house of worship is open in 
the winter months only. There is ako a high church 
chapel, which departed from the chaplaincy on some triiBing 
pretext, and is now giving to its enemies an example of 
that spiiit of division which is the < urse of Protestantism. 

There are in Madeira twenty pobUc schools in which the 
mdimentsare taught; and one, supported by the mother 
country, wliich has a profesborship of Latin, logic, and the 
higher mathematics; also one of natural rigUt (?) and 
poetry, and one of commerce and history* The grammar 
department of this school is well attended; moat of the 
other rooms arc scholarlcss. 

There is a medical school in Fonchal, which tupporta two 
professors, and is patronized by females, who are allowed 
to graduate, and afterward to practise in obstetrics. But 
the crowning institution of learning is the English Collegi- 
ate Seminary, under the direction of Key« A, J.D.D'Orsey, 
formerly of the Edinburgh Untveraity, a finished gentlemaa 
and scholar. The American oiUcera in port attended his 
examination two summers ago» and professed themselves 
highly pleased with the thorough and varied scholarship of 
tlit; ]>upils. There is also a good grammar sehool, under the 
direction of a Mr. Williams, a naturalized American, which 
is extensively patronized by the citizens of Fonchal. il^^ot* 
withstanding the seeming abundance of aohoolst the natives 
are shockingly ignorant; and the masses must continue to 
be so, for the spirit and practice of tiio church, which here 

rules over all,'^ is opposed to the general diasenunation 
of learning. Here, as elsewhere, light for the select few, 
and dai'kness for the vulgm prqfanumf is the questionable 
policy of the Church of Rome. 
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MADEIRA — CONCLUDED. 

A Pedestrian Tour — Snncta Crur — Machico — The Rom;u:*ic Di?covprera 
— Toiling Upward— Remembrances of Childhood — A Country D.inro— 
Story of our Ho!?t — Start for San Antonio do Sierra— Baron San i'cdro 
— A. Morning Walk — Prinoe Adalbert of Prussior— Adieu to Hi^elra. 

Having obtained a three clays' leave of absence IVotu our 
worthy commodore, and completed oar vicUicum^ Dr. S. 
R. S. and myself engaged two stoat oarsmen and a boat^ to 
take as from Fanehal to the town of Sancta Ornz, fourteen 
miles to the eastward. Our little boat passed through the 
heavy surf breaking on the beach, without givuig us even a 
sprinkle, and then tossing our oars, and spreading our tiny 
sail to tlic strong breeze, our little ten foot by four, ^vith its 
.freight of life, fled over tiie waves like a sportive sea-bird* 

In an hour we were off Brazen Head, in whose deep and 
dark waters many a l&ithfhl Protestant, ^*of whom the 
world M^aa not worthy,'* sleeps, entombed among weeds 
and coral, awaiting the resurrection of the just." What 
can the world think, in these and after times, of the 
Christianity of those who, while professing to be the true 
church of Christ, denied a burial-place, and the rites of 
sepulture, to the humble and unoffending child of another 
£uth ? These are insults to our common humanity, such as 
men uiay not forget, but in the forgiveness of which, Pro- 
testantism will present superlative claims to the possessioa 
of that religion whose chief characteristic is loTe. 
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Half an hour more, and wc were under the lee of the antl^ 
resounding cMs, receiving the shrill welcome of seapgulhi 

and boatswain birds; and by noon were landed on the 
pebble-covered beach. 

We dismiflsed our pilots with a dollar each, and an extra 
pistarecn for wine, \rhich usage makes a part of the 
bargain ; and proceeding leisurely through the deserted 
streets, found our way to the snug little hotel which over* 
looks the town. After partaking of a luncheon, d la made 
A.n<jluise — l>i ead and cheese and beer, to which, by wax of 
celebrating the great alliance, niy companion added a little 
French brandy, and ordering dinner to be ready by doak, 
we started for the hiUs which overlook Hachioo, and the 
eastern extremity of the island. 

At a short distance from the town we passed a piotu* 
resqne piece of ruins, the remains of a convent whose l&ont 
wall, standing almost entire, gives evidence of the strength 
and beauty of the former edihcc. For an hour or more we 
toiled up the serpentine road, among fields and gardens,, 
where the peasantry were gathering in the last of the wheat 
harvest, and gaining an eminence overlooking the valley of 
Machico, sat down, amid heath and bramble bushes, to 
admire the scattered village and its sentinel church, and to 
talk over the romantic story connected with the discovery 
of the island and the settlement here. 

Supposing that our readers have seme of the gemns of 
romance, we will give them but the outlines of this pretty 
tale, leaving it to themselves to fill up the interstices of the 
plot smd to furuiisli llie e?nbollishmcnts. 

In a work entitled "Kelation Historique de la D^eou- 
Terte de I'Isle de Mad6ra,^' Paris, 16^1, the author, Alca- 
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fora^Aj claims, tbat the islaiid was first discovered by a pair 
of runaway lovers in the year 1346. 

Robert MaGhim, an fiDglisbman of plebeian origin, fell in 
love with one Anne D'Arfet, a lady of rank, was imprisoned 
by her father for his presumption, escaped after longf con- 
linemcut, ibuud his Anno married to a grand kuight, and 
living in a castle near Bristol. While the gallant husband 
was absent in the wars of his country, Robert fonnd access 
to liis lady-love, and persuaded licr to elope with him to 
Franoe; they attempted to cross the channel in a small 
boat — were driven oat to sea by a violent gale — were 
carried before it for ten or twelve days — ^fonnd themselves 
on the shores of an unknown island — put into the little bay 
before us — ^lived and loved a few days in this sentiment* 
inspiring valley, and died. It is said of Anne, tbat, woman- 
like, she repented of her choice, and died of a broken 
heart; and of Robert, that he died shortly after, either 
tbroQ£^ grief tor his Anne, or for the want of something to 
eat. Both evils were pressing upon him; bnt here the 
history is latlu r obscure. 

The boatmen, after erecimg a cross over the graves of 
Anne and Robert, were carried out to sea by a strong wind, 
and driven to the coast of Morocco, 'where they were taken 
and sold as slaves. When the Portngueso settled this 
island, the grave of Machim was discovered, and the cross 
over it contamed the request, that, if ever the place should 
be discovered by Christians, they would build a church on 
the site of the graves. The little church beibre us stands 
on that identical spot (?), and the remains of the cross are 
preserved in the altar as sacred relics. 

With a good deal of incredulity, wo arraigned the hi*- 
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torian and the dramatis penonm befim na, and aatiafied 
ourselyea that if the anthentieatiofna of tbe atory were not 

enough to baild lik>tory ou, they had at least proved them- 
selves a good fonndation for a charch. With this con- 
dusioD, we picked up our waUing4dck8» and started afresh 
for tlie summit of the moimtain before U8. ISIachico — 
called after Macliim — ia a village of some fire hundred in 
popnlationi for the greater part fisbermeD. 

How like the journey of life was oar ascent to that 
distant summit. As we adviUioeJ in the tortuous pathway, 
new hills were continually looming into view, otten steep 
and ragged, and each snooeeding one more trying than the 
former to the strength of our steps and the conrage of onr 
hearts. But victory over one opposition stimulates the 
flaggbg energies in conflict whb the next; and thus we 
toiled on, snrmonnting ridge after ridge, ontil the highest 
M*as gained. Then looking back on our journey, the 
steepest and highest hills that we had scaled looked small, 
and lesser oneS| that had severely tried knee and long, had 
disappeared in the vales belov. 

Shall it n(jt be thus in life's rugged journey? And when 
from a higher, pnrer, serener atmosphere, we look down 
npon a world that we ha^e overcome, will not the moun- 
tains that once appeared impassable soem small, and others 
which solely tried the strength of our intant steps, sink into 
the level of the plain, &r off in the vale of Mbf 

Before we reached the height fr^mi which the ocean can 
be seen on both sides of the island, the doctor's strength 
failed him ; so I pressed on alone lor hall' a mile further, 
and ascending a knoll on the roadside, foond myself in 
command of a landscape of inexpressible grandeor. I was 
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on the edge of aq extensive platean, and in the neighbor- 
hood of fields and hedge-rows; the plain sloping away to 

the nortli ^va^» marked by tbc church of Siin Autonio, and a 
few white cottages in the distance ; while beyond, IHco da 
Ifaia reared its head, and farther still, the broken outline 
of coast and the slumberinp^ Atlantic. To the northeast 
the peaks of Cieriyo and Castanho show ed the jagged out- 
lines of their snmmits against the sky ; to the north of east, 
the island of Porto Santo lay like a olond on the horison, 
and on the southeast, the Imn eii i^osertas stood, like giant- 
guardians of the coast. At this moment, the sun, which 
was ftst descending, shone throng an opening in the fleecy 
ok^nds which rested on the western sky, and spread a halo 
of light and beauty over island and ocean. The scene was 
overwhelming in loveliness ; the varied beauty of fields and 
downs, the silent grandeur of the distant ocean, the majestic 
mountains towering above the clouds, all blending in har- 
monious oneness, conspired to bewilder the soul in blissful, 
inexpressible emotions. , 

think, therefore I am," is the evidence ot individual 
existence, as given by one of the fathers of modern philo- 
sophy : / feel, therefore I am, was the sentiment of this 
hour. Hie feeling was conscious existence* 

From the distant and grand, I turned to the beautiful 
and near. The modest heath-blossom, the wild fuschia 
and the fbx-glova bloomed around my grassy seat ; and the 
golden fnrse blossom, the hare-bell, and the fern, com- 
panions oC niy iiiiiiiuy, rLiiiin<]t'd nie of those days oi" inno- 
cence when I was a stranger to the world, and the sorrows 
of riper childhood. Long years of varied life have passed 
over me, and in many dimes I have been a stranger and a 
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wanderer, mnoe I thus reclmed amid these flowen, and 
made tlim the hearas of nij griefr and hofiei; but ihcy 
ifioke to me now in tlie same pore Lmguao^e, and memonr 
recognized their voices, as the ear awakens to iong-forgotten 
elraina; mj heart went back into the oooadonsnesa of 
childhood, and I was a mother-loying boy again. I kwed 
them, and ihey answered me with j»urer, sweeter lij>; ami I 
blessed them aa the playmates of those lit'e-moming hours 
which can never rekam. Then in the enjoyinent whieh 
these remerobraneefl' had softened, as the slanting rays of 
the sun mellowed the beauty of the laiidi»capo around me, I 
knelt on the green turf, and thanked God for the beautiiul 
creationa with which he has blessed the rains of our fallen 
world, and for the appremation of that beanty which he 
has planted in my own humble bosouj. It was an hour of 
Spiritual and emotional enjoyment, that will live in memory 
fi>rever. 

I found my companion seated on the bank of a mount;uii- 
6tream« enthusiastic in his admiration of the landscape, 
and sturromided by a flock of timid goats, who had 
appraiched, seemingly to question our intraaon on thdr 
high domain. 

Our descent was rapid, but more tiresome than the 
cticibing ; night overtook ns just aa we entered the town, 

and the bright light and comfortable dinner awaiting us in 
the little parlor of the hotel, seemed to bid us welcome. 

While sitting in the portico enjoying onr segara after 
dinner, and in converse with onr host and hidy, 6ur party 
Was im-reased ])y the villa^xe Fchoolniaster, and a young 
la<ly who spoke very pretty broken Jbaiglish. 

They treated ns to sweet muae from the machkU^ and 
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a few pretty, though to as unintelligible) songs; after 
which we were inyited to a long room containing a piano- 
forte of very unpiano sound, but from which our hostess, 
proving herself quite an artiste^ drew forth some lively 
music. Our visitors proposed a dance, and jumping into 
each other's arms, whirled around the room, d la June- 
bug, peg-top, or anything eide that spins at a rate fearful 
to giddy heads. After a round or two, the young lady 
intimated her willingness to dance with the doctor, but, 
having no acquaintance with the Terpsichore of Madeira, 
my friend declined, pleading weariness. Two English 
songs were then sung, Long Ago and Old Yirginny,'* 
in the latter of which my friend joined, in a fine aUo 
voice, find being himself a Virginian, with a gusto that 
did credit to his patriotism, and won the applause of the 
assembly. 

Findiiii; that tlioir i^uests did not enjoy the ball-room, 
our liosts conducted us to the parlor, where, among a 
ftw English books, we discovered a Bible .of the Ameri* 
can Bible Society. This led to some questions as to the 
faith of our entertainers, and, to our pleasure and surprise, 
we found them Protestants and Methodists. 

Mr. Gonsalves then entertained us with the story of his 
Protestant life, which was in substance as follows. Twenty- 
five years ago, the hostility to I'rotestaatism in Madeira 
was very violent, so muoh so, that it was not safe for a na- 
tive to profess any inclination or fiivor toward it. Many of 
the inludntants, who in contact ^ith Protestants conceived 
a liking for their faith, emigrated to tlio West Indies and 
the United States, for the purpose of seeking a wider range 
of freedom in things spiritual and temporal. Mr. G« waa ^ 
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among thow who emigrated to the States^ In Peuir 
sylTania he fell m with a company of Methodistis who gave 

him tcfniporal and spiritual assistance, and among vs hoin he 
became a freeman in Christ Jesos, and a citiaen of the re- 
public. Failing in bnanefls, and disappointed in his ezpeo- 
tations of selling his estate in Madeira, which included this 
hotel and surroundings, he was compelled to return to the 
ishmd ; bat he and his excellent lady brought with them all 
the ardor of their first love for Methodism and the govern- 
ment of their adopted cu unLry. It has astonished me often, 
on ineetiog with returned emigrantSi and other adopted 
citiaens of America living abroad, that they remiun enthu- 
siastically devoted to their adopted institutions. We can 
meet any day with native Americans living abroad, who 
admire the social and civil oustonui of the countries in whidi 
they live, and, so far as they can, adopt them, expresnng a 
preference for them over tliosc of their own country ; hut 
with tlie foreigner who has once imbibed the spirit of oar 
social and political system, America renuuns enshrmed in 
his heart forever, the ideal of perfection. 

We enjoyed a delightful clas8-7nceting that evening, and 
when we parted on the morrow, kinder and wanner wishes 
were expressed than those which generally pass between 
travellers and hosts. Great Shepherd protect these scat- 
tered oncsl 

The morning of our second day's journey was fine, and 
pleasantly overcast with light douds. Befreshed with 

bouud sleep in good beds, and reinlbrced by an exoeUent 
brealdast, we engaged a boy-guide, and set our fiioes for 
San ArUanio da Serra and the town of St. Ann's, on the 

opposite side of the island, and twenty-five miles distant. 
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We soon readied a height oommanding a fine view of the 

toiivn, and turned to take a farewell look. Santa Cniz — 
often called Sanota Cnxz — is one of the oldest towns of the 
laland, containing a poptilAtion of fishermen, small farmers, 
and a few of the middle class citisens, nnmbering in all 
some fifteen hundred. There are bnt few o])jccts of interest 
in its vicinity, if we except the fossil beds of Ganipal, which 
we did not visit, to oitr great disappointment, owing to the 
report of cholera in that part of the island. We saw here, for 
the hi^t time, a line and venerable specim^ of the date-bear- 
ing palm,'enonghin itself to repay the visit of thenatnralist. 

Our route now lay through a broken, mountainous, and 
thickly populated cx)untry, of small fields, and small cots 
embowered in fruit-trees. Never before was such striking 
evidence of the generosity of soil and cfimate. Here the 
pear, which in the low lands of the thirty-second degree of 
latitude in our country is an insipid and undeveloped li uit, 
attained the highest perfection^ growing among plantains 
and pine-apples. The firuits of the temperate and tropical 
zones were vying with each otlier in the abundance of 
frnitfulness and beauty, children of 'the same soil and son. 

Here our guide, supposing us to be bewildered as to 
location, and entirely at his mercy, came to a strike for 
higher wages. Uo demanded twice the amount for which 
he first engaged, besides sundry glasses of wine. Finding 
that expostnlatum was vain, we made an application of 
walking-stick to tliat region of the cranium where justice 
and veneration are supposed to dwell, which had a wonder- 
ful and instantaneous efiEect on the gentleman's ideas. In a 
moment he became reconmled to his bargain, and took np 
his line of march in dogged silence. 
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Tiie icriu ^erra is applied by Portuguese and bpauiarda 
to ridges and table lands. The plain or flattened ridge of 
8tm AfUondo da Serra we reaohed abont noon, and pro- 
ceeded across it in the direction of the church of San Anto- 
nio, and the country 8eat of our consul. This church was 
built by the liberality of Mr. Maroh, for the benefit of the 
poor of this parish, actuated by the worthy motive of trying 
to make good Catholics of those who cannot be made Pro- 
testants. This is an agricoltond district, and one of the 
few spots on the island where the plough can be used ; bat 
even here the s]>:ule nnd mattock are the favorite instru- 
ments. The Madeirans till their ground thoroughly, dig- 
ging to a depth of eighteen inches, and pnlverisdng well. 
This will, in part, account for their abondant harvests. 

Being now near the residence of Mr. March, where a 
warm welcome and a good dinner awaited us, we dismissed 
our guide with the pronused fee and a word of advice as to 
his treatment of American travellers hereafter. He accei)ted 
both gratefully, and turned homeward with a cheerful step. 
At Mr. March's we found the Baron San Pedro, his lady, 
and tJieir charming and accompUshod daughters, making a 
visit to our consul. ]VIy compagnon, de voyage was soon 
engaged in a petit flirtation with the ladies, and so pleased 
with the pretty language, and prettier figure, and beauttfhl 
manners of one of the party, that my hopes of ^cttimx to 
St. Ann^s that night were fast dying away. Alter dinner, 
however, the party left, and we too were preparing to take 
up our journey, when Mr. M. informed us that he had just 
received a note from our comnioduro :umouuciug his inten- 
tion to sail on the morrow, as the cholera had made its ap* 
I>earance in FunchaL We therefore contented ourselvesto 
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remain wiUi our Mend for the nighty parposing to start for 
Funobsl a few hours before day on the following momiog. 

AVe spent the evening in alking through the bcantiful 
grounds, and studying the varied flora and shrubbery. Sit* 
ting in a spacious bower surrounded by a hedge, or wall, of 
box, ten fcut high, and impervious to light, Mr. M. re- 
marked: ^^This in the place where Dr. Kelly, a retired 
surgeon of the British army, used to preach Protestantism 
to the natives." Br. K. made many converts in this parish, 
sunn ot wiioiii still remain. He was driven from the inland, 
with the loss of a valuable library, and other personal 
effects, destroyed by an inlhriated mob, but for which his 
government saw that he was compensated by the govern- 
ment of Madeira. Our host, who must be known in private 
life to be fully appreciated, is a model American gentleman, 
rendered the eyening perfectly delightful, and in the full 
tide of social enjoyment, wo forgot that we were in the 
palace of a bachelor. The doctor was less communicative 
than usual, for his thoughts were with the sylph-like litUe 
creature who was borne that evening far over the mountains, 
but who, beibre leaving, kindled a fire in his heart that may 
smolder many a year. 

At four next motning we were roused from dreamless 
sleep by the notes of a clurionot discoursing "Hail Colum- 
bia;" the sound was shrill to the ear then, but it makes 
sweet music to the memory now* The stars were shining 
brightly, and the air w as quite cool, but we buttoned up 
our coats and resolutely commenced to ascend the high 
range which divided us from our breakfast. As we advanced 
the darkness was fiist changing into the grey of morning ; 
little birds started from the broom and gorse as we passed. 
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ddrpiDg tbelr salutation to tho riBing dajr ; and ail nature 
seemed waking into a new life. On attaining an elevation of 

three thousand leet, the atmosphere was sensibly more rare 
than that to which we had been accustomed, and as out 
guide, notwithstanding bis load of breakfiut materials, tra- 
velled quite fast, our breathing was attended with unplea- 
sant sensations. 

On gaining the summit of a rery steep hill we rested 
awhile to breathe and watch the rising sun, whose upper 
limit was liuw visible above the cumuli of white clouds which 
obscured the true horizon. The few clouds that floated 
aiboye us reflected his rays in brightest roseate; while be- 
neath us afield of cloud, covering much of the island, and 
Stretchuig far over the ocean, responded to Aurora-s bluslies 
in a thousand shades of red and gold. The peaks of the 
Desert as, and fiir off Porto Santo, peered above this pbun^ 
like dark rocks above a foain-co\ cred ocean, wliile here and 
there openings in it revealed the deep Atlantic, rejecting 
from its blue bosom the red hues of morning in warmest 
purple ; requiring but little effort of imagination* to fancy it 
a sea of molten amethyst. Advancing upward we met 
sleepy-looking boys driving flocks of goats to somc^ neigh- 
boring village to be milked ; and we w6re overtaken by Mr. 
March, who followed on horseback, just as we wore opening 
the finest view of the island. We were foity-livo Innidred 
leet above the sea, with Fieo Ruivo, the crown of Madeira, 
on our right, rearing its head fifteoi hundred feet above us. 
Between us and the Peak was a deep ravine, running off to 
the north, which contains the bed of Bibero Frio, now dry, 
but in the rainy season, and when the snows are melting in 
the spring, it is a large ajid impetuous liver. St. Ann's, and 
■i 
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Fayal, were disUnctly vinble, witb much of the nortlieTn 

shore, so that, notwithstandini^ our precipitate retnrD, we 
were not entirciy disappointed in our desire to see those 
places. 

These heights are covered with short grass and green 

thick moss, affording good pastura^^e to sheep and goats. 
They reminded us of the sheep-commons of J ji„laiul and 
Wales ; and in treading the soft carpet, bedecked with tiny 
wild-flowers, scenes long forgotten were brilliantly revived. 
As we neared the Foizo^ we passed several hardy-looking 
women, dressed in coarse linsey-woolseys, gathering fiigots ; 
and as, to my ear, the Portngnese sonnds mttch like Irish, I 
imagined for a moment that I was again among the heath* 
gatherers of the south of Ireland. But the Moorish, and, 
fiooietunes, traces of the Ethiopian, in the featnres of the 
peasantry, served to remind ns that this is not the home of 
the iiiiluiiiitable Celt. Wo break lasted heartily at the Poizo, 
on the ample basketful provided by Mr. M. ; and as we sat 
down to the weU-fiimished table, we thought that the scene 
before ns was not the least interesting of the morning. A 
walk of six miles up steep hills) is u wonderful appetizer. The 
house— the Poiso— waa built as a house of refbge, and an- 
swers the purpose of a little Saint Bernard to those who may 
be o\'ertaken by the heavy snows which fall on these moun- 
tains in winter. 

Fresh and invigorated, we started again, and in less than 
an hour reached the height overlooking Funchal. The beau- 
tiful Jamestown was still riding at anchor, but by her crossed 
yards we could perceive that she was preparing for sea ; 
and, like an impatient racer, eager for the word which should 
loose her reins. At hali a mile above Mount Church we 
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engaged a hand-aledge, drawn hj three stout boya^ and went 
down to the oitr at the rate of twenty cents, and eight 
minutes to the lulle. 

We found the city in commotion. Bells were ringing to 
call the ftithfol to prayer for deliverance trom the cholera ; 
iiud bugleri were soundinj^ to muster the troop?? to receive 
his highness Prince Adalbert of Prussia, who lirriTcd that 
morning in the harbor. We reported ourselves to the com- 
modore at the consnlate, who expressed his intention of 
sailing immediately after calling on the prince. We saw- 
that it was our last day in Madeira, so we hastened to make 
fiurewell calls on oar many friends— our clear-headed, me- 
taphysiciil Scotch iVicinJ, Mr. Yiites, of the English hotel, 
John Mason, of the book-store, the ready and obliging fiiend 
of the American officer ; friends Nnno and Mr. Carter of the 
consulate; Robert Ryan, Esq., our vice-consul, and his 
amiable and accoinplished lady ; Rev. A. J. D'Orsey, and 
his lovely family ; and at last, though not least, our beloved 
consul, J. Howard March, friends whose kindness contributed 
to the enjoyment of our sojourn among them, and whose 
names shall live ia memory lor ever. 

Onr departure was deferred until the morrow, as Prince 
Adalbert expressed a wish to visit our ship. In the morning 
he came. The oificers in full undress, and the marines in 
full dress, were drawn up to receive him, and he was much 
pleased with the reception. He inspected the ship closely, 
and expressed much delight in the beauty and order of her 
appointments. 

The prince is a plain, aubstantial-lopl^g man ; large and 
stout, and about forty years of age. He is admiral in chief 

of tlie IVussian navy, and oiu* officers who know liLm say 
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that he is a good sailor and a polished gentlemaa^ We were 
much pleased with his inanneia and observations. 

At three o'clock we were under weigh, and at night*iall 
saw Madeira for the last time. Owing to the &ct that m c 
here spent some of the happiest moments of a weary cmisc, 
we left the lovely island, the emerald bosom-gem of the At- 
l.tiiiicj with a degree of siidiic^js. The j>liigue that ^vas then 
making its appearance did not last long, but it swept away 
more than twelve thousand of its dense population ; and it 
serves to remind us, that in onr fiillen world there is no 
paradise. Blest Island ! may the clustering vine yet clothe 
thy hills with beauty, and of its fatness make thy children 
glad, and thy valleys, teeming with com, bless thy poor 
with bread I Be thy skies as dear, and the airs that bathe 
thy mountains and shores as pure and balmy as when they 
breathed on us i Above all, may the teachipgs of a higher 
and more spiritual Christianity bless thy people with surer 
ho[n- and liolier comforts, and lead ihem to a purer worship 
of the Eternal Jb'athor 1 



Leave oar lonel; bark awhile ; 
Horn, aliuil will not restore ni, 

Yonder dim tad distant isle. 
Throogh tbe mitt that floats above ns, 

Faintly sounds the V( .^pcr lioil, 
As a voice from those who love us, 



' Shades of evening c]o?e not o'er us, 
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